® WATSON, ERNEST TOWNLEY

(" )

Nov 11, 1892

1901 Census

Sep 24, 1914

Attestation

Paper

Mar 30, 1918

\

Ancestry

EARLY LIFE
Born in Kettleby, Ontario to Thomas Levi and Louisa (Foster) Watson. He was the

younger brother of W.M. Watson.

Lived in King, Ontario with Thomas Watson (head of house — father, age 36), Louisa
Watson (mother, age 35), Maurice Watson (brother, age 10) and Olive Watson
(sister, age 7).

MILITARY SERVICE

Attested to the 22" Saskatchewan Light Horse Camp, Canadian Over-seas
Expeditionary Force

— Number: 15315
— Present address: Kettleby, Ontario

— Next of kin given: T.L. Watson (Father) in Kettleby, Ontario
— Trade or calling: Farmer
— Married: No
—  Previous military experience: No
— Religion: Church of England
— Physical attributes:

= Age: 22 years

= Height: 5’7 5"

= Complexion: Fair

= FEyes: Grey

® Hair: Fair

Private Ernest Townley was killed in action. His unit was Lord Strathcona's Horse
(Royal Canadians). He is buried in Moreuil Communal Cemetery, in Somme, France.
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MENTIONED IN KETTLEBY TWEEDSMUIR HISTORY

Women'’s Institute — Kettleby: Miscellaneous pg. 5

KETTLEBY BOYS PLAYING HOCKEY BACK OF THE STORE: - Ira Clubine,
Williem Proctor, Hervey Burling, Howerd Proctor, Charles Davis,
Fred Stephenson, George Stephenson, Jemes Murray, Edwerd West,
Merten Robinson, Thos., Burling, Rankin Hughey, Jemes Ree, Wm.
Remsden, Fred Chappell, Pres. Dutcher, Townley Wetson, Frenk
Paxton, Gerschom Proctor, Herold Murray, Lorne Stephenson and
Lorne Bogert.
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http://www.kinglibrary.ca/OCR/tweedsmuirHistory/misc.pdf

MENTIONED IN ALWAYS A STRATHCONA
Pg. 188

British Isles and others to places on the Continent. Some went
to Brussels, some to Paris, while others visited historical sites. On
March 5, sight-seeing trips to Vimy and other First World War
battlefields began, while a special party of officers and warrant
officers visited Moreuil. They were unable to find the exact copse
which was the Regiment’s “Moreuil Wood,” but they did discover
a cemetery containing six Strathcona graves. One grave was
marked “15153 E. T. Watson,” and the others “Unknown Cana-
dians Lord Strathcona Horse.” Colonel McAvity wrote to Captain
G.H. Nettleton, the Officer Commanding the Regimental wing in
Winnipeg giving the details, and received this reply:

With reference to the cemetery (Moreuil Cemetery—Allied Ex-
tension) and the graves of 15153 E. T. Watson and five unknown
Strathcona’s: I have checked E. T. Watson through Part II orders
and find that he was reported as killed in the 1918 March show,
but the number given in your letter is not quite correct as it should
be 15315. I think I can throw a little light on the five unknown lads.
I distinctly remember in June 1918, some half dozen of our people
getting permission to ride over to the Moreuil district. I did not
accompany this party but talked to them on their return. They
found five or six of our men still lying where they had fallen, the
Hun having made no effort to bury them. Identification discs
(there was only one disc used in the last war) had been removed
as had all personal possessions. The bodies were so decomposed that
recognition was impossible, although I remember that the party felt
certain of the identity of one man (possibly Watson) owing to some
dental work. The party buried these lads and left markers, so it seems
highly probable these were the graves you located.

PHOTOS
Ernest Townley Watson (undated)
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King Township Museum
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Ernest Townley Watson (undated)

Ernest Townley Watson (undated)

Townley

Canadian Virtual War Memorial
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Ernest Townley Watson (undated)
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Soldiers and Family Surrounding the Kettleby Cenotaph for Ernest Townley Watson, Sherman Rogers
Brown and Russell Clift (undated)
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Memorial Plaque for Ernest Townley Watson

IN THE NEWS
Aurora War Memorial
The Aurora Banner

Frlday, March 20, 1925
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those of the fallen men of Adiroray
King and Whitchurch, as d‘at&!‘-‘
tained vp tnthe: present time by
the War Memorial Committee..

Will every reader of the Ban-
ner. i1 Aurora, King - and “Whit-
church, pleasc louk carefully over
the list and draw:attention to any
error . in initials  or spelling of
manwe, or omission of any. name,
communiciting ~with the Editor

of the Bauner or with J. GO Me-.
Donald, © Secretary of the War
Memorial  Association, “withoot
delay. ' f ¢

The Whitchurch_ tist_is an_offi-
cial Tjst- that-has been
over-and ;nmmmuc(] correct: but
it is. included i above-so’ that
any typographical errorp4f any,
may be_noticed and. coy ected.

- Adthuugh-some ~of “the~names |

on these lists may and do appear
on ‘some local muuulmis_ it will
not he too much” honour to these

men that their names should also,

appear -on- this |"1‘.Lp|‘{"l mewiorial—
which: from its location, its great
size and architecture, Wil be
visited by thunsards of rm&mr:sts
ang visitors dside from the people
of Aurora, I\ti_lg_,and Whitchiireh.
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