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CAIRNS, WILLIAM FARREN  

 

EARLY LIFE 

         Dec 19, 1895 Born in Eversley, Ontario to James and Minetta (Farren) Cairns.  
 

1901 Census Lived in King, Ontario with James Cairns (head of house – father, age 50), Eldon 

Cairns (brother, age 9), Jean Cairns (sister, age 7) and Ellen Andrews (second-cousin, 

age 29) also lived with them. 
 

1911 Census Lived in King, Ontario with James Cairns (head of house – father, age 61) house and 

Jean Cairns (sister, age 17).  

MILITARY SERVICE 
  Sep 1, 1916 Attested to the Canadian Mounted Rifles (CMR) Canadian Over-seas Expeditionary 

Force 

 Number: 225909 

 Present address: King, Ontario 

 Next of kin given: Jean Cairns (Sister) in King, Ontario 

 Trade or calling: Plumber 

 Married: No 

 Previous military experience: No 

 Religion: Presbyterian 

 Physical attributes:  

 Age: 20 years, 8 months 

 Height: 5’8 ”  

 Complexion: Dark 

 Eyes: Brown 

 Hair: Brown 

 Distinctive marks: Several moles on face, one small mole below left nipple, 

6 warts on back of right hand 

 Oct 25, 1916 Left Canada through Halifax, Nova Scotia.  

 
 

 Oct 31, 1916 Arrived in Liverpool, England on the RMS Mauretania.  

 
   

  Nov 3, 1916 Transferred to the 4th Canadian Training Brigade.  

 

 Feb 14, 1917 Transferred to the 27th Battalion.  

  
 

  Nov 6, 1917 Gunshot wound in the chest at Passchendaele.  
 

 

         Mar 19, 1918 Deemed to be poorly nourished.   
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Mar 13, 1919 

 

 

 Mar 15, 1919 Diagnosed with a nasal obstruction, his septum deviated to the right. This caused 

considerable puss in each nasal cavity.  
 

  Mar 28, 1919 Private William Cairns was discharged because he was deemed medically unfit for 

service. He had a gunshot wound in his chest and right shoulder.  
 

AFTER THE WAR 

   Jan 15, 1927 Travelled with his sister Jean Cairns, and W. Gellatly to California, United States to 

visit his brother Eldon Cairns. They entered through Port Huron, Michigan. William 

Cairn’s occupation listed on the Border Crossing Form was carpenter.  
 

  Apr 25, 1971 William died in King, Ontario.  

 

MENTIONED IN EARL CAMPBELL’S LETTERS HOME 

Letters Home: Messages from the Trenches 

 

 

 
 

MENTIONED IN ALICE FERGUSON’S REMINISCENCES OF EVERSLEY 

Honour Roll 1914-1918 
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