
Page 1 of 3 
 

CAIRNS, WILLIAM FARREN 
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EARLY LIFE 

May 10, 1897 Born in King Township, Ontario to William and Elizabeth Catherine “Kate” (Shanks) 

Cairns.    
 

 1901 Census Lived in King Township, Ontario with William Cairns (head of house – father, age 34), 

Catherine Cairns (mother, age 34), Bertha Cairns (sister, age 9), Bruce Cairns 

(brother, age 7), Florence Cairns (sister, age 6), Marjorie Cairns (sister, age 1), and 

Sarah Jane Low (lodger, age 24).  
 

 1911 Census Lived in King Township, Ontario with William Cairns (head of house – father, age 45), 

Catherine Cairns (mother, age 45), Bertha Cairns (sister, age 19), Bruce Cairns 

(brother, age 17), Florence Cairns (sister, age 16), Marjorie Cairns (sister, age 12), 

Nellie Cairns (sister, age 9), Howard Cairns (brother, age 7), Harold Cairns (brother, 

age 7), Clyde Cairns (brother, age 4) and Olive Cairns (sister, age 2).  
 

MILITARY SERVICE 
May 20, 1918 Drafted under Military Service Act, 1917, 2nd Depot Battalion, 1st Central Ontario 

Regiment 

 Number: 3235116 

 Present address: Eversley, Ontario 

 Next of kin given: Kate Cairns (Mother) in Eversley, Ontario 

 Trade or Calling: Farmer 

 Married: No 

 Previous military experience: No 

 Religion: Presbyterian 

 Physical attributes:  

 Age: 21 years 

 Height: 5’8”  

 Complexion: Fair 

 Eyes: Blue 

 Hair: Brown 
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http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=81509
http://www.bac-lac.gc.ca/eng/discover/military-heritage/first-world-war/first-world-war-1914-1918-cef/Pages/item.aspx?IdNumber=81509


Page 2 of 3 
 

Oct 16, 1918 Transferred to the 15th Battalion.  

 
 

Oct 17, 1918 Diagnosed with influenza and it took until December 1918 to recover. 
 

 

May 10, 1919 Private Arwood Cairns was discharged because of demobilization.  
 

AFTER THE WAR 

 1921 Census Lived in King, Ontario with Catherine Cairns (head of house – mother, age 54), Bertha 

Cairns (sister, age 29), Nellie Cairns (sister, age 19), Howard Cairns (brother, age 17), 

Harold Cairns (brother, age 17), Clyde Cairns (brother, age 14), Olive Cairns (sister, 

age 12) and Elma Cairns (sister, age 9).  
 

Dec 27, 1922 At age 25, Arwood Cairns married Elizabeth Rosa Morning (age 28), daughter of 

James and Jennie (Hodgins) Morning of Aurora, Ontario. At the time of the wedding, 

Arwood Cairns worked as a farmer.  
 

    Jun 1962 Arwood Cairns died at age 62 in Aurora, Ontario.  

  

MENTIONED IN ALICE FERGUSON’S REMINISCENCES OF EVERSLEY 

Honour Roll 1914-1918 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Age 62 

Age 25 

Age 23 

Age 22 

Age 21 

Age 21 

http://olco.canlib.ca/client/en_US/king/search/results?qu=reminiscences+of+eversley&te=
http://olco.canlib.ca/client/en_US/search/asset/175749
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IN THE NEWS 

Directors for the Horse Show  

The Newmarket Era  

Thursday, February 1, 1945 pg. 5 

 


