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The front door of the old 10g house.
Mother i"d _, sister pose wi th t:o of
the many City relatives that loved to
s,pend the, S,U:-rd if at the farm.

Much i nt er'es, t, i ng :n'f'a- rma 1'" Ol,n Cf),ne ern. i ,rig! 't he s, _- ttl emenlt of ou r ~ m ,ed:· ate ar,ea, ,of
farm lands may be gleaned fro the pages of th~ tDomesday Book·~ and it jS factual
that the Murn·cipal Records of King To :nship ar amazingly complete.

Since SIX generations of the lynn" family had lived on Lot 28 for one hundred and
tw,e ''Ie consecu t:i vie y'ea rs pr ~ or to 19.56,,. i tis 0 f s,pec j ali nt.e' res~, tome to have
_racd the records of this old farm both at the Reg~s1ry Office and through
valuable old documents now in my possssion· wh~ch enables m~ to write its story
from the ~ime when tas irgin forest and deeded from the Crown.

KLng TOI,,'nship was firs t 1a i' 'd 0uti n 1e00 by Sl\J r ' ey,o r St egm,ann ,and compIe ted i 'n lBD9. ,.
by Mr t Whelock with so e alterations in theo,~ Eastern boundary hen th! County or
S~mcoe was establ~shed Settlers bega _0 penetrat the forest and bargain fo land
as early as 1797 when seven Crown patents or Deeds ere granted; but it was not until
1801 aftd ].802' 'tha t any farms 'N re cIa i 'ed i nl th i s sect i ,on... :R,ecOlr ciS Sho that in 18109
there were 33 fam~l~es with a total population of 160 in King To [Sh~p. ~t was in
: 805 Johin Wi 1s"on re'ce i '\1 d tl1,e Cro n Palt en t o,f 1,0 t 28 and in the nex t f O'f 1.,y- ttl r'fe
years j' t c;hanged .Q - In,_ rs four ties" N Ii t ho,U! t hay ~ ng had a per a,t' __ t house bu i 1,[ on ,m ,.'

Thiel la,s t of th,~se 0'-rile rs WB'S, Joshua J i ,'n.

John l,yn;n,. 'y 9rea t grand f at h r" 'Caln1,e t,o C.a:nada f ro,m Knock ~ nt'! rn,., C,oun ty of londolnd,! r 'f y.
~reland,. in the year 1828 and settled ith h~s family~ in the County of Glengarry
for tN~nty y'elars He had fo,ur s,C),ns, J,a-es" Jos,eph, "i 11 i a ~ and John. lR 184f3.
they moved to ling Township and bought Lot 28 from Joshua inn, for the sum of
Fift.en Hundr-d Dollars. James was a school teacher and settled in Toronto; JoSeph,
:my gran d: fat he r, flo I 0' I d the t ade 01 f a c.arpen t.er un t'i I he -1$ app'o ~ nt edl p'QSt mas.t. e' r
at Linton, "d -illiam and John becae farmers. The~r first task as to bu~ld a
sitab1e ho _se arid tho,1 d 1og S t rUC' t u re' s 't 0 0 (j Nith 0n1y -Inil0 r a1t e' rat ions t 0 5 he1t er
f~vt generations. They were inded pioner farmers and most of their irnplements~

hand' made from NO,od,. ere st:i I1 s to red, mn t.he shied il n mlY .. i - ,e l' as they had 'be',en
replaced by' mon~ 3dv'anced models. My Great gr,and]f'athe r (h ed in 1863, ana ~ have the
copy of his will in which he bequeathed the farm to illiam and John. with the
pr ov i S J! 0115 f 0 Ir 't he ~I r 1110 the r' s rea re un ti 1 he r dea th. Du r i ,ng these' y,ear,s t e log'
ex t er ~ 0' r of the house . as cov red . i th c1a,p boa rds that never d!'E d bo as, t a coo t 0 f
paint l but contributed greatly to addedarmth and comforl~ Wi1- and John
farm d until 1907heR~ from advanced age j they ere forced to retire and the
respons~bilit, of the farm -as assumed by heir nephe ~ John Alex lynn, son or
J,osl@p:h ,and ho' 'as my f at he Ir • The 0 ld gen t 1emen 1 i; ved ttl ~ th us un til t.he r dea ths
a fw YI-ars later~ My father and mother~ my sist~r Peark and yself, occupied the
far until 1920 at which timf my sister marriedelson 'auchope and took ,over the
fairm '11 i~ 1e my 'fathe t , mother alnd ] s ttledin Sc homberg mnth housnow 0',11' ,t,d by'
Mr p Arno]d Adair.

No the old farm was still ~n theamily but ~nd_r a ne nam-# and was to s!e neH
,chang~ s made" f (lr th ~ S as ~ he ~ r i od 0 f great S' t II' j' des i In the m- th ods 0" f am i ng.
In 19.25 a new hous,e was bu ~ IJ and 'ttl o,ld log one ~ 'i n tH ,ch the i r f alfH my ,as also,
'bo r",,,, tII,as t.ak,en 1(:10- n., The s tabl ] es we're renov',a t'ed" and pONe r . ,ach ~ nery as us ed;
on th far for the first t·me.

In hi $, pr ~ or' of 1 i fe i elsol'n -'as s..t r i ,cken wi th j'11 hal th and Id i e.o in 1958 Ie alv· Mig
my s~st&r~th her lMO so Sj Cl;fford and Jack and her daughter Joyce" to carry
'J,n the farm,.

'e:! iff0rd -Ia lr r "ed Barba,ra Oldf ,. e1d 't - IN,c).'v em:b,! r I 1948 a,Ad bt gel rill farmin 'g ~ n reeu seth
To_nsh~p and hen Jack married val~ ~e Hunte In Dec! ber, 19.9 h~s mathe,
retired to Schomberg and Jack took over the fir ~
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April.I966.

An intere8tina and tnrillina exp~ience~bar~eDedf9r me thi8 year and
aince it ~ a connection with the old farm,l believe it ia wortby of
relatina in this hiatory book. ~y hiatory of S~ringv81e ended when it
.a8 finally aold out of the family and I believed I would have no further
intereat in it,but for the Grahams it naturally held no feelinsa of
sentiment and waa ~urely a 8peculative venture .It arieved me whenever I
~a8sed to aee it gradually deteriorating to the place where toe barns
were decaying and falling down and the grounda surrounding t~e house
growing wild with weeds ,under tne care of dtaintereated tenanta.

~oweTer there were brighter daya ahead when in 1964 it waa resold to
• Yr.~~d ~s. Caatell of Toronto .ho saw in it possibilitiea for a
aummer ho~.They im=ediately began to reatore the ~lace.1ir.t toe barns
were torn down and the ground where they atood levelled;fencea were
bull' and the grounds around the houae cleared,enlarged and graded.
Changes were plann~. for tile houae and one day in tne autumn of 196, as
a buldozer was excavating for a new addition tne work~en unearthed an
old tin box .bout _6"x8" ao rusted Ura Caatell had trouble getting it
opened. It waa found to contain a parchment Diploma iasuodto my Great
Grandfather aa he graduated fro- tne University of Glasgo. in 1812.It
i8 in remarkably good condition and tne ae.l of the univeraity is en­
closed in another small oval box and attached to the Diploma by a strip
of parchment. InclUded in tne hox is • nllObar of letters of reference
and credentia18 each written by the various professors under wniCh he
stUdied. Some of tne 8ubJects were-Uathe~tic8,~oralYhiloso~hy, Greek.
Natural HistorY,Frivate and Public Logic, DivinitY,Minerology and
Zoology and several others. I waa most grateful that Ura.Castell went
to tae trouble of looating 80me one wbo would be interested in her find
and tnat taat someone ••s me becaule I am extremely intereated in
biatorical matter. and more eapecially .hen it concerna ~ own ancestora
Theee old papere are now over one hundred and fifty yeara old and no one
will ever know Juat how lana they haTe been buried or .hy taey .ere eyer
placed tnere in the firat place .It ia • great Joy to me to know that
aomeone haa a new interest in the old farm and I hope their summera are
aa happy aa many of m1ne were taere.

OllatLynn) Marchant •

•
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THE PEARSON fA~ILY

-===~==============-

-
"The scene of many happy W.I. t{eetings. Krs.

Pearson Nas the first President"

The original house built by
Jas. Pearson on lot 33. con­
cesSion 6 - over one hundred
years ago fro= the Nood of
one tree. stands in excellent
condition today. but Nith the
Nide verandahs re~~yed.

The history Of this old pioneer fa~ily reaches bac~ to Ja~es Pearson. originally
i~,~rated frOIll England. Nho Nas supposed to have been ~jlled during hiS hooeNard
journey. so~eNhere between Quebec and ~eN Jersey. from the Old french war. His only
son. Nathaniel. Nas married to Ann Bunting. whOSe father was Willialll Bunting. formerly
of England. Her mother's llIaiden na~e was Bidgood. whose ancestors came from England
to PennSylvania With Will. Penn in 1681. Their son James. (buried in Aurora Cemetery).
lIIarried Jane Loun\. Sister or Sao=uel Lount. a martyr Nith 1\atthews and Will. Lyon
McKenzie in the rebellion or 1637. He calle to the towr.ship or Whitchurch ir. 1800.
bringing Nilh hi_ the firSt span or horses owned in the district.

Ceorge lount Pearson oarried Jane lloyd and liyed on his far~ one and a haIr ~iles

south of Aurora ~nown as the Old Survey. He later sold thiS in 1852 and bought lot 25.
concession 9. Nhich is better known as the McCutcheon far. on highway '27. w~ich Hr.
A. Huson purchased in 195& from Mr. A. MCCutcheon. Jolr. Pearson bui)l the house on
th,s farm which was demoliShed by ~r. Huson and replaced by a new modern one. It EUSt
have been a very old house because Kr. Pearson sold the farm in 1856 and bought lot 33.
concession 8. and built the house tMt is still standing there. and in which t1r. and
Mrs. George Hulse now live. All the wood used in it's construction was hewn and hand
dressed frolll one red pine tree. which grew on Hr. Tho.as Lloyd'S rallll. lot 29.
concession 7 or King TownShip. It too~ two ;en one whole day 10 Chop down this o=a~oth

I r ee .

~George and Jane Pearson had Ihree sons and Ihree daughlers. J~es. Hilton and Gabriel.
Annie. Jennie and Deblia. They obtained their education in lhe old fra~e sCho~1 house
at 5.5. 114. cabriel died as a young .an and of Ihe three sislers we h~ no intormalion.

y/James married Eliza leavens and lived on tbe hO~ rarm for seventy years before selling
to Hr. Robert Ilulse in 1926. 8eing or united Empire Loyalisl StOCk. they lIere also
Quakers and were faithful supporters Or the little FriendS Church until it was closed.
They then associated themselves Jiith the PreSbyterian Church. They had two children.
Ernest.fNho married lillian Clarke and who farmed with his father and retired lIith
him to Schomberg in 192&. and Florence. who Nas a nurse and died during the flu
epide"ic in 1916. Mr. Pearson died in 1931 and his wife on Christmas _orninl/. 1947 in
her 98th year. Ernest and lillian sold Ihe reSidence on Main street thiS year and
~oved to Iheir new modern hOllle on ElmwOOd Avenue. Lite histor,es of the two Mrs_
Purson's I"rs. Jillles and Mrs. ErneSt} Nill be found elsellhere in this boOk as Ihey
were both CharIer xembers of the ~omen's Institute.

~MilIOn Pearson was born in 1856 and like his brother. wor~ed Nith his father until hiS
"aniage to Elizabeth Brown in 1881. He first lived at Beeton and then obtained pos­
seSSion of lot 33. concession 9 illlmediately across the road from the Quaker Church. He
had a family or three sons, Clarence and Elsworth (both deceased) and Grant Nho lives in
the NeSt. Mr. and Mrs. Pearson sold their farm to Rolph DaviS and retired to the house
nON owned by Clarence Jessop. then to Mr. Anthony McCollum's house. and finally buill
the pretty little bungalow on Western Avenue where Mr. Royce Roiland nOll lives and
lived their reclining years in quiet Village peacefulness. Thus generations come and
go and Mr. Ernest PearSon re"ains the only representative in our coamunity Of an
industrious and highly respected pioneer faoily.



MR. AND MRS. YOUNG R. RHODES
-,

,I
This story is different from the ord~~n~a·'Y"·l~'~·f:"'~h~i·"-'t'o~,·y",",-ndconcerns
the lives of t~o people who came from England and liv2d in our com­
munity only seven years. They ~ere a wonuerful couple and gave of
their talents for the betterment of the co~~unity from the moment
they arrived until they left, as suddenly as they had come, to make
their home in Victoria, B.C. Both were closely associated with the
Horticultural Society and through their inspir~tion and effort, made
the flower shows the successful aff~irs they have been ever since.
Mrs. Rhodes joined the Womens' Institute and contributed greatly to
the programs with her many ttilents of elocution, floral culture and
arrangement and her knowledge of public health. When I wrote to her
in 1960 ~nd asked if she would like to write a short story of her
life for our TI.eedsmuir History, she wus ple~sed beyond v,ords and
from her sick bed, where she lay critically ill With cancer, she wrote
her story. She passed away in September, 1961 and when Mr. Rhodes
wrote to tell me, he sent the story of his life. We shall write thel..'..,,,.
as they always lived, sharing and working together. ~

Mrs. Rhodes letter:-

"My dear - I was so gl~d to get your letter. It is wonderful to hear
from people you know, uno to think of all we Shared together. I am
just about at "Journey!s End l1 but I am not sad. Life has been a
wonderful experience and now I am waiting for the Cre~t ~dventure.

Bob is so good, I want for nothing. It will be hard to write my life
story it has been so full but I wi 1 just tell you ~ little so yvu will
remer.lber me. I loved the \"lomens! Institute, the SchoElberg ladies were
so very lovely ~nd I got to know so cuny in the few short years we
lived among them.

I \'las born April 12th, 1896 in Badsurth Village, England and attended
school there and then at Docraster High School where I cycled seven
miles each day. In 1914 I went into training as ~ nurse at St. Thomas
Hospital in London, England, then served as a Navy nurse in World
War 1. I met my husband while in the Navy and we were married in 1922.
We came to Canada in 1929 and lived in Toronto for fourteen years
before coming to Pottageville in 1943. I did some nursing for dear
old Dr. Oillane while we lived there and there "'e enjoyed the lovely
rural life we both loved. Burbara, our daughter, worked in Toronto
and our son Ian COElpleted his education while we were there. In 1949
we croyed to Victoria and I led a very full life in Church and community
work while we tended our beautiful garuen and took part in all shows
with fine success. I was also Head Nurse at St. Gregory's Hospital
until I took a severe stroke in 1952. Then in 1954 I had my first
cancer operation, and again in 1958, and now I am waiting for my Call
and live with my l"ionderful mel:lories. One of them being the ple",sure
you and your husband glve us b:,: spending a day ~.ith us while on your
visit to Victoria, and how ~e all rode in the old truck while Bob
exhibited his flouers and vegetables at SalU1ich Fair. I!d love to
reud your village History, but 11m proud to be asked to write this
little story for it. Lovingly - Amy"

(continued)



Yr. Rhodes story:-

I was born in 1888 on the Est~te 0: the Earl of Rare~ood, near Leeds,
in Yorkshire where cy people ,",'ere tenunt f;;'l"J:Je:'s for g~·ner... tions.
Princess Royal, Douager Countess of Rare~ood, Aunt to Queen Elizabeth
lives in the Dower House on the Estate. I was apprenticed to g, rden­
ing and had a thorough training in every ph;:J.se from fruits, flo\,;ers
and early vegetables unaer glass, to hardy fruits, kitchen ,ardens,
herbaceous borders and pleasure grounds. Durin~ my career lorked
in bardens in v;,rious ,carts of England from .;orthu:::lberlanli to Surrey
and Hacpshire. I served in the Roy;;.l R~vy in ~orld far 1, an~ ~e

cace to Canada in 1929 where I secure<i t>te position as [(eae. Gardner at
the Lacbton Golf Course "'here I stayed for 4 ye~rs·before I ventured
out on lanascape gardening on my o'~, ~here I norked ~~til :949 ~hen

w cate out to Victoria. 'e lived in ~ott geville for seven ye·rs
\,;, en ~:e cot to knO\~ Sc". oberg and mnny people well. l e did ou:' best
to .,romote iiorticulture and I hope l'e added sometlling to the Eociety
there. Ie began r ..i8in£ hfric~n Violets us a profession ~hen ~e came
to Victoria as they had only had the three ole colours there - blue,
pink, White, but no fancy ones. ~e did veri well but htl~ to sive it
up efter Aoy's illness. My hobby fl<S ~l~~ys been eXhibiting an~ lIve
really enjoyed it ~d usually took ~y share of the cups - one I've
held for eight years - but noe th£t Acy is ill ~y ¥l_ce is by her side,
so I shgll not he doinr cuch more in the future. Her co~ort is my
only concern. Sincerely - Bob.

What a h ppy I':o:-ld this ~icht be if ~orl ... eople copies t:'le .,hilosorhy
or this devoted couple. ~r. Rhodes lived or. ~n the ~ecory or many
rich ~d happy oarried years. His only sol~ce ~a~ in hi~ garoen. In
July of 1962 he exhibited again at the ere/.;.t Victoria Rose Show \lir.nlnl;
32 firsts fron 33 entries.

On Octo:-er 22nd I received a letter froo Barbara, their daughter
telling me of her fother's death on October 13th. In her own ~ords

she said _ ftIt was aheert att. c~, stricken in his g~rden ~it~ his arts
full of roses. He lived on-y a few hours but died ye~cef'_·l1y <os he
tou1~ have wished it. ft

ftOne is nearer God's heart in a [arden than anywhere else on earth. n
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THE SKINN"el FAMILY
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1880

The Skinner Home
built in 1825

The Church
built in 1880

Grandfather, George Skinner, was born in Hull, Yorkshire, England, on Novereber 11, 1826.
He came to Canada in 1884. He and Margaret Pallett were :narried January 20, 1851. At
first they lived on Dundas Street, west of Toronto, but soon they moved to the 8th line
of Kill6 Township, a short distsnce north of the Aurora Sideroad on the east side of the
road. I romember as a child being shown a flowing well ·.ath a watertrou,gl: from which
passing horses lIlight drink, just in front of their land. Weekly, grandfather walked to
Toronto to bc there for work on Honday lOOming arrl back again on saturdB¥. He was a
stone r.lason and a bricklayer.

Gr«rdmother, J.'.argaret Pallett-Skirmer, ~.ad severnl brothers and one sister. The
brothers remained on DwIdas Street I'lest as ::ISrket gardeners. Ukewise, their scme. The
third gene"'ation did more at branching into other interests as lawyers, teachers and
marketers. One :rister of grandfather's, Eliza, married a Wilson, near Flesherton. Her
family still lived round. about there. All were Conservative and Anglicans.

On May 30, 1864, he bought my hOllle frOlll Dr. Robert Ramsay, paying 175 English Pounds.
The house had been built for Dr. Ramsey in 1825. It is interestine to note that my
grandfather laid the fourrlation, and to this day there i'" not a crack in all the stone_
work. The small Village was known as BrownsVille until aboot 1864. At that time Ontario
was Y_"lown as Upper Canada. It was not until 1867 at Confederation that the name Ontsri",
replsced the naL'le Upper Canada. Our street that goes .....st to Lloydtown ha.s alway.s been
King Street on all offiCial deeds of land and legal papen.

While 11vif'.g in Schomberg, grandfather had a sl:lall grocery and Iteat shop wh<Jre our
present restaurant ill. located. Two of the articles that he made am ",old were candles
and sott soap. They" were in constant demand. Merchandising !'.es changed gr<:atly since
those d<lys when custo:ners wantine such supplies as molas",es, Vinegar or coal oil, took
their own containers to the shop to be measured am filled fI'Or.l the 1&",ge barrels or
hogshe.a'd'" that were fitted with a spout and tap. Crocks were sold for housewives to
store their ho:ne_made jams, pickles, butter, home remered lard or fol' the pickling of
s::lll.ll piecea of meat. Farmers frequentlY" bought Weir groceries by trading. They
brought to the storekeeper baskets of egga, cro<Jks of butter am wd, fowl or home
cured or smoked meat - usually pork - or cords of wood. Supplies for the shop had to
be hauled, according to the season, either in a wagon or a sleigh, by a team of horses.
That entailed the takir,g of the ~rade goods as could be sold in Toronto, down on one day,
staying OV<Jr night and the next morning starting the r<J~urn trip with the fresh supplies.
Indeed the shipping of all .such produce and too getting of new ",tock for the atore was
done in this way until early in 1902 when a steam enging, locally known a.s "Annie
Rooney", began it'" roote between Schomberg and Sch:>mberg Junction on Yonge Street for
entry to the citY" markets. Until 1912 all banking was done thr<;Ugh the Post Office.



Mr. Sldnner' 8
Shop on ¥ain St.

Grandfather was one of the early Superintendents of the then Union Sunday School. It
waa held in the upper part of the Temperance Hall that stood where our present
Community Hall houses our village library. Our Women's Institute rooms are a part of it.

The late Dr. Brerton told mother that grarrlfather had borrowed every medical and surgical
book that he owned and discussed them with more uroerstanding than most doctors.

Father, George Thanas Skinner, bought this hane from his father for $1,000.00 in 1879.
Grandfather moved to Paisley, Father's mother had died sOlI".e time before that and grard_
father had married again. The sn:all baby at that til:le became the gramlllOther of Alan
Stanley .:ho played defence position for the Maple Leaf Hockey Team for several years.

Hugh Halliday, Nature writer for the Saturday edition of the Toronto Star, am the
author of ",everal boolre on his studies of wild biros, is the son of fether's sister,
Elizabeth, who grew up in Schomberg.

I have heard father's older brother, John, recount ",tories of the scaNlity of ca",h when
he W8.a a boy. At different times he worked for ten cents a day flailing grain for local
fanners. His grandson, Bill ¥.alcolmson, continues his father's In:;;urance business in
Barrie. He i'" also much interested in horses which he keeps on his farm just out from
Bartie. He frequently shows sOl'lle of them at Schomberg Fair and other local Fairs.

George Deeth is father's sister Jane's grandson. He has a Chartered Accountant''''
business in Port Credit. Father'S brother Kmneth, also spent his boyhood here. He has
told me of hunting the weakest little dandelion that he eould fim and transplanting it
into better soil and his delight in getting it to grow into a sturdy plant. In later
years he becan'.e a succe"'8ful markot g!l.reener in the Credit River area, Port Credit.
His two sone followed their father'8 ..or!< but their real love was bUilding houses on
property mmed by their father along the bank8 of the Credit River. Victor'''' a0n8,
Eric an::! Stanley, went into Chemical am Machine "Wk. Milton's sons, Donald and Paul,
are graduate arohitects frQ:l Toronto University. Donald specialized in Sonior Citizen's
Homes an::! Schools. He was the architect of the new south wing of York Manor, Yonge
Street. Newmarket. Paul's worlc: ia in Lon:;lon, Ontaric. (continued )

"

Son Fred delivering meat
with wagon - 1m



Blocks of ice cut from lake and
haul.,j on sleigh to Ice House to
be \l5.,j in refrigerator in
Butcher Shop

-1r--------
Father had a butcher business frem the age of sixteen until his death in 1931. I
Believe that his first beef cost him $18.00. He borrowed his brothcr John's mule an::!
cart to peddle it from door to door. His receipts from that deal were $22.00.

Father and oother, Emily Clarkson of Islington, were married Hsrch 10, 1880. Our
present United Church, then known as the Methodist Church, was built the folloWing summer
on the adjoining lot to the east.

In those days weigh scales were not as numerous as they- are today and a buyer of live
animals usually bought with a guess as to their weight. At that father became quite an
expert. A story was told to me by Mrs. Tegart, widow of the late Dr. Tegart froo whOlll
Dr. Dillane bought his practice in 1900. A half dozen men had gathered one evening
aroW1d the box stove in the late Graham Pinkerton's hardware store. It ,,~s the first
store just north of the bridge in the village and on the west side of the street.
Later it was father's shop. Their conversation ran to gueSsing each other's weight. To
settle it they went back to the platform scales and. weighed each other. Just as they
settled themselves back by the stove father entered an:! joined th..... One of the men
soon suggested a bet on each other's weight, the winner to be the closest to their total
....eights. So again they went back to the sc().les and. the weighing pro:ess and the totalling
of their weights was recorded. The /l'.8n in their anxiety to appear innocent, upped am doY.m.
their weights as they re:nell:bered thel:l, but their balancing proved too difficult as fether
....on their bets. It was too J::Uch for the men to keep silent aboot and. one of them told
of their scheme. Father retained that juiging ability for en the last seven cattle that
he bought his estimate of their total ·"eights was just Ol.lt thirty_five pounds.

In fatr.errs earliest days as a butcher, deep cellars ".<ere important for they were much
cooler ttleb the mo:!ern baa«:tents. Father's first ice-box was six: feet by four feet
and. three feet deep. It was lined with galvanized sheeting with a drain for the water
to run off as the ice melted. Wooden racks weN! fitted about the "pace for the great
blocke of ice. The me<>.t was laid on these racks. Next c2.llle the big ice refrigerator,
nine feet high am six feet square. The storage space for the ice was at the top. In
Winter, huze blockS of ice were sawn frca the ]>till Ford or from Belle's lake ant packed
in the ice-house with sawdust ae an insulator. At first this suwing ""-6 done by m<lfl
with especially deep toothed saws. later Circular saws run by gaaoline engines were
used. Wee~ly in srn::mer weather a supply of these blocks of ice had to be taken out and.
the storage part of the refrigerator filled. The handling of this ice beth in winter
and sUJlJ'ller was very heavy work. j,/hen electricity was brought into the village that
refrigerator was wired. It served as leng as the business was in operation.



Father was interested in having unus'-lal pets. At one time, when Fre::! was a boy, he
had a pair of black ~ears. He kQpt their. in a str<J:1g caS" in the gat'<:\en just west of
the hQuse. I rmember hlJr. having two great horned owls. He got them out of a hollcw
tree when they looked like two balls of yellow dow. A favO'Jrite snack of their waS a
big mouse which either of them would devour in a gulp.

About 1905 a large group of residents of King Township organized to fim O'lt if the
people of the Tcwnship wanted all hotel bars closed am the sale of into>d.cating
liquors made illegal. The law for prohibition did pass. In spite of a great deal of
talk on the amolll1t of liquor made and sold illegally, father's experience in i".is shop
was that, althour;h he had worked vigorously with the Temperance Organization he loaS

surprised how aoon people who had been acC\;stcmed to buying on credit, and their bills
were often difficult or impossible to collect, began paying cash for their purchases.
Even I:lS1lY long_time bills that had been thought hopeless to collect were paid. It
surely proved that money spent on self-indulgence many times ought to be spent on
primary needs.

For some years father served aa a ColNllissioner on the local village council, when it was
first organized as a Police Village, Ilt:out 1900. A Police Village was one that had the
management oYer its own local affairs.

Our family n\:l:lberf.d seven _ Adeline, Herbert, Fre:!, Allra, Florence, Blake ani myself,
~!abel.

Adeline taught school for a few years an:! later graduated as II nurse from the Toronto
General HOI'lpital. After doing some private duty nursing, both in Ontario ani in '{an­
couver, she became Superintendent of Nun""s under the Victorian Order of Nurses, in
Melfort, saskat.chewan. l&ter she went to Revelstoke, British Columbia and t.hen to
North Bay, Ontario until her retirement. She p;l.ssed away in 1962.

Herbert, after teaching for a short time was sent by the Shaw Business College in
Toront.o to Vancouver to open the shortharrl deplrtr.lent. in their Shaw Business College
now known as the Vancouver Business Institute. He IlI3.rried while in Vancouver. lat.er he
ret.urned to Ontario and opened his own accountancy business in Orillia which he kept
until his death in 1935.

Herb was active in Sunday School and Church work bot.h in Vancouver arxl in Orillia, He
was a member of the Orillia Masonic Lodge #192 AF arxl AM. He was a past First Principal
of Couchiching Chapter. In 1935 he held the position of Grand Superintendent of t.he
Georgian District of the Royal Arch ¥.asons.

Fred was a Funeral Director and had a furniture business here in Scl:oll'.berg. He served
on the local Council of the village for several years. He married Mary Ral:".aden of
Kettleby. Their son, NOI'lllSn, died as a baby. Their daughter, Hilda, died when training
as a nurse. In 1923 they "loved to Port Credit and opeped a F'wleral Home and had an
AmbuJ.ance Service. It is still carried on un::ler t.he name, Skinner and Middlebrook.
For nearly twenty years he waa active in :.l.unicipal affairs. He served fourteen yeurs
as Reeve of Port Credit. He served one complete term arxl two partial ter:r.s as Warden
of Peel Count.y. For seventeen years he was the Treasurer of First United Church. Port.
Credit. He was a strong suWorter for the organizing arxl building of Mississauga
HOspital. He served on the Board of the Hospital for twelve years. He is a Past. "'.aster
of Union Lodge of SchOll'.berg. Preaently, he is a member of the ¥.aaonic Lodge of Port
Credit.. ¥.ary died in Au.gust, 1968. For the last t.wo years (1970-1972) he has been
confined to Mississauga. Hospital and Chelsey Park Nursing Home.

Blake fanlled for a few years where ill'S. Wilfred Ait.chison now owns. I remember our
mother t.,elling of when the fields where hcuses now are, were covered wit.h bush. In
1915 Bla¥e married Louise Dodds, daughter of the late Ira and Rut.h Dodds of R.R.l,
Bolton. The Dodds hOIOO is a cent.ury farm, and a niece of Louise still lives there.
About 1923 Blake joined his father in the but.chering business and carrie:! it on for a
number of years. Lat"r he drove a langdon School !lUs. He was their inst.ructor of
School Bus drivers. For a number of years he '''as one of the elders of the Unit.ed Church
to which they belong. Blake and Louise have two sons, Jack and Donald. Owing to ill
health Blake and Louise sold their hane in the sununer of 1971 and went to live in York
"'.allor, Newmarket. At that time Blake had lived in Schomberg for t.he longest time
continuously of any resident.

Father's aim, using his muzzle loading gun was very accurate am seldom if ever did he
ret.urn from a 't.urkey shoot.'. without. his bird. Blake had the same accurat.e shot..
Fred recently recalled one night wilen they "..ere boys at hoc:e. Of their being wakened
by a series of midnight disturbances with cat fights beneath t.heir bedroom Window.



Finally Blake lost. his patience and by the light. of t.he coal_oU lulp loaded. his new
twenty-h'O rine, tock aim out. the b;,ck door ..t two bright "pecke of light (the
eat's eye.). In the llIOming a dead cat lay whe~ t.he twin specks or light had been.
Several of fat.her's gran:l$Ol'l$ and great_grand501W "ve that. ability as I:IIlrk=en.

Mabel talliht. "chool !'1nt. in Kina Township. In 1923 she went to t.he Ielingt.on 5.:hocl
in Etobicol<e v..e~ she rC&ined for thirty_eever! )'lI ..ra befo:-e returning t.o _ke her
m- he~. lobile there she wu eapecial.ly internt..d in clue_~ library work.
Upon le.1rlng, her colleetlor. of teaching aida were U!led. t.o esw,bUeh t:l~ cabinet.a
for saner&! Wle in t.he echocl. A request w.s ..de fl"Oll. t.he west ind Teacher's College
for a ahare of thY.. One of the cabinet" hold, a urge nta<-el" of hsnd carved., life4
,bed. bird" paint.ed. in t.h«1r natural colollring, 40ne by s.tith of Scarborough. One
cabinet holds a pict.ure fUe tor help in teachil'l8 Canadian History, Geography an:l
!lature Stw,.. The third. cabinet hilS sampled of caradian Minel"a1 Ore, canadian Gra~na

and sms and Canadian woode and also an interestil1& collection of thing" used. by our
pioneers. These include a section of the first water_main used on Yonge St.Nlet. It.
came frca ju"t north of Eaton'" main store whan t.he subway wa" built. The '.-cod of
the hollowed log was in perfeet corrlition. As well as class room wm-k, she filled a
term of office as President of t.he Home and School Aesociation, sod at anot.her tin,e as
President of the \\'Olllen Teicher'" A""ociation of Et.obicoke TO'lom"hip.

Herb'e eon, Harold, livee in Renfrew, Ontario. Hilt work ill the inspecting of parts
before they are a"senlbled into helicopters. Harold 15 a !'l:I.st ~l&ater cl St. John'a
Jl.aeon1c Lodge in carleton Place, and also a Put Firat Prineipal cl t.he Maple o..pt.er,
!lo:ral Areh I'.asons of <::arletor. Place. He lit ..n elder in t.he P.enfrew United Cllureh t.o
wtIieh t.hey belong. He ...rried. DoroUV au-too of Renfrew in 1m. ThlU hi ..... tour
children. I'.ar!.oo, a graduate mu-se or K1nr;tQl GeTeral Hospital, is carried ard the
!llOtiler or Lest..,. Ellen Rob.rts; DaYid is a anduate He<:hanical EhginMr ot C;;.rleton
Un1Yersit.y, Ot.t.swa, ....rrtecl ..n:1 livinl in Ot.t.s.w.; Richsr<! is in the E:n,glish !1mOW'
Course at. <:..rlt.m thiversit.y and =e.rried, and Helen ia a st.udent. in Renfrew Collegiate.

Blake's son, Jack, is a gre.dU&t.e or CoDDeree and F1nance of' Toront.o Universit.y. He is
now ilee-President, Peraonn.I of Bell Canada an1 lives in Hont.rql. He qualified aa an
Artillery Officer in the ~...di..n Officers' Trainine; Corps while attendir18 Univ.,rs1t.y,
but. on act.ive service he served. overseaa first. ..s an officer ..nt.h t.he Royal car.adian
Corps or Sienals first. in Dlglsrd and t.hen in Italy ..nth Montgomery'. fp:,ous 8th Antlj'
in t.he st.ruggles at Ortona, cassino, the Uri Valley, Gothic Une am in t.he fu Valley.
lat."'r, ...hen the First. canadian Corps joined. the First Canadian Ar<rIY in North W"s'.ern
Europe, he was involved with tiIfl Royal Canadian Engineers in t.he erossing of the Mine
&00 the subsequent liberat.ion of Hollard. ater he Nltirfld as a Major with a t.ot.s!
of t.hirteen yesrs of miUtal'7 experience. In 1942, Jack and. cat.herine MacKay were
IlI&rried in N_ Toronto. cat.herine 13 t.he da~ter of ¥ors. l'.acK8¥ .. d the !.ate !lev. 1m.
A. Mael'i.ay. ?"v. }:&cKay "'0 t.he minister in the United Church, Seht:eberg, 1933-36.
Catherine aOO Jack !live t.wo eons, John al'd Jetfrey. Jchn is a graCuat.. of !'!cGill
Univereity, Y.ontreal, al'd at. present. i" with a Srlt.bh ::"""paper in London, DlL;1.and,
reporting cn ir.-coing Uld out._going freight. torr the Brltiah Ides al'd Ka.inland :;uropean
" ...ports. JeffNty is a st.1Jdent. in HUt.Dr]' ..nd PbUOSOPl::r in Trent. ~vers:!.~y, Peter­
boroll&h. As a hobb;y, he shows a high degree of ..b:l.ilty ani skill I<!.th a guitar.

Donald ia a graduat.e in )USinea" Adclini"t.ratlon !1'OCl Toror.to Unlverait,y. He is with
Bell canada working wit.h Ule t!Ilbilleer'ing departaent.. Donald an:!. JW'le Caulfield were
aarried in Aurora, Jul,y ll, 1953. Her pa.-.lt.a were welllcnown frca their .-;Irk >d.th
Hort.ieu.lt.ural organiutiona. Donald is an elder in t.he church to wbleh t.hey t:elo~,

'l'le IUingt.on Ur.=.ted Chureh. They have three d.a\i&ht.el"", Carol, Seth and Gill, 511
V.lpila in the I"li~t.on School. Thlrir hOllle is wit.hin sight. of the Anglican Church on
Dund.\e St.reet West, alw&yll known as St.. GeorgesMon-theMl'.ill. The girls' great._great_
grandta~her w::>rked. on t.he builclins of the original church; in faet th·t. old part lin
incol"pOl,lat.ed. into the present OIlw churCh. Suroly proof of how grardfath"'r'o work has
"t.oo<! t.he test. of t.1JI'le.

P,S. In 1971 John returne:l from Eurcpe to lI'alTy Claire McFet.ridae, daU&hter of Dr.
and Mrs. S.A. McFetridge of Vancouver. Short1J" after t.heir marri..ge t.hey r<!turntd t.o
Europe for a t.ime. He is now (1972) with t.he e:Iitorial start of t.hs Toronto Star,

(Signed) Kabel Skinner.



TaB SHtOOlB HCJIlESTEAD - LO't 34, OOli. 8
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1M' are inde",d fortWl&te to ~ve in (lO,lT area ale.. ot the approxiJ:lately six tJ'lOl,lsal'l'l
Century fam3 found in the proVince of Ontario. By century fa .......'" mean farms that
have been managed by tho! same faalliea for at 1e..t one hurJ:ired years. this project
....1. stf-rted by the Junior r.nur'. AlIsodatJ.on to hClnour ea,.da'. Centftl1l1a1. fbq
copied the il:Iea trar. Prince S::I'OIard. I.land. where .i.BIUar plaques vere issued in 1964.
Such a project required an end1... aaount ot resaarcll am it i. quite possible that
s=e rarms vere llIiued. but so interested were the el1pble owners that a rew :ade
application on their OWl it th.,. had been cU••ed. The qualit1eations .....re inyes~

tipted and when the col:li:l.itt.. vere cmvinced the presert. tenant .... elig:l.b1e, a
.u1tab1¥ engraved plaque 16- x 19- wa. dOl'lated. to be attached on a poet at U1e
entrance to the fa"'l, Such a fa", ...1. the Sproule h~stead, then occupied by Mr.
and Mrs. McCUtcheon. (Mr. Mc~t~~~~ son of Mr. and Mrs. McCUtchecn, who ..... 1. the
tOnD,,,,r Muriel Sproul",.) It ha~" been sold to Mr. S. '",,1gs1lls.

The Original Patelltee. for the Township of Killg. as givell ill the "Doomsday Book".
I.hOWll Lot 34, Concession 8 deeded to Aoor<n< Wilson in 1803 lord .....old to WilliUl
Johmotone SPr<l\lle U1e sa:ne y .... r. He ..s !'.r. M~utcheor.'s great-grat grand rather,
Hr. Sproule built the first. hoWle which waS a rr_ one, and part of tile foundation is
.till in evidence. III 1865 it ... replsced by the present heme d8$igned by hi. crand­
I.on Willi.. Spl"Ollle lord his "on newton Sproule. who ....s ".I'. KcCutchaon'I. uardlather.

Uttle is lrnOWl of tl',e earlier tlllll1lies, but Mevton tlay Sp~e 101.. widely known ill
the area, bein,g a tarwtr, a school teacher and later .. JllSlice ot the Peace. He was
C1arried to Y.sUie Dll"'itt ard they had. seven children, t.wo sons • Ege.....on and Williu,
..1'10 obtained excellent. educations but both died as YWl1£ men. The oldest daughter vu
MUriel. Mr. KcCutchem's .,ther, who lived in northo(lm Ontario. Clar"', who did 1l0t.
lll8rry but, h:aving CrMluated tr<'>lll Univ",rsHy, spent IlIll.ny y....rs in Weatern Canada, re_
turning later to finish her life on the homeste;ld where she lived vith her tNasured
he:l.rl~Oms. She died in 1963 al'ld was buried in the Qu&ker graveyard, IlOW known a.
SchO<!lberg Union CClIletery, with hor parelll!< and brothers. Haul and Evelyn are aillO
doceased. am 1.va, '..he youngeB\., mal'rl.ed. am lives in De't.roi'I•• Tn"1 al.1. ncoive4 loed
llOueations am two t3'.lZht. school at 3ehoel.berg school. After ClaN'S death the tx-_
.t.ea.<l .... boo.eP.t by Kr. KcCutcheon.

By this time the beautiful old house liaS in need. at IWdI repair and. t.his the
McCUte!leon's did. and ..ith few chan,ges re"tored it to al-.st. perfect. condit.ion, so vell
had it. been built. TIley ope:-atad an antiq>e shop in tha rear of the htu"e which the,.
de.1gnllO tor that purpose, but diI.posed of it owir18 to "'.rs. McCutcheon's l'<'?Cr health.
They later tourd the ujll<::eep ot ,uch a large place beyong their abilit.y to -.illtain and
801d it to Mr. ~i&81ns about 1968.



~iee Karriet Grace ADley

I am very pleased to have een ~5ked by the Curator of the Tweeds­
muir l.15ttlrY,to write a story of my Ufe,to be included in th18 be8utif
ul book. 1 first s8w the light of day on a farm in the Town8hip of Brock
in Ontatio CountY,near the villase of Cannington.l waa tne younielt of
a family of four girh and two bOy8 born to .1ohn and !\arriet ADley. This
moeentou8 event took place on the 23rd.of September,I897.

In the year 1906 the family moved to the Township at l.ing in the
County ot York.Our home wal on the tenth concoaaion a mile and a quarter
south of Lloydto.n,and here I 8Vent all my early yeara.I attefideu the
achool in Lloydtown,.',ich incidentally,my mother had atUnde4 l:lllny years
b..tore,ahe navil'!g lived in thiB nels"borhood prior to '.er marriage. I
underltand it haa cet.n recently closed in the tranarormatlon or the one
roo~d elecentery achools to tne con.olidated type no. recommended by
the Oepsrtment of hducation.

After ~ublic School d818 were overI event ,ome t.o end one Lalf
years .ith a dater in North B81 lI'llere I sttended 1'igfl School.T~.e reat
of my fOllJDl.l education consisted of a year at Norzal Sc ..ool in ?oronto
frolll ."ich I graduatee. in 1916.... e flrst Great 'far •• s tuen at it's
height and I did not teacn acbool vt.ry long cut~ben Uy aging parente
lert tne r'rm in I~20 and moved to Sc~o=berg to occupy tne nouse no.
occu~l"d by ~rs •.1ohD Lister,I,belng the only one ot tne tamily unmarrled_
we"t with them and I reoalned .ith thelll until tnelr deaths in 1933 snd
I9~~, Toese .ere very full snd hap~y years,as Life in .. small town can
re'11y be lt one .iehes to ...ke lt 10.1 did a grest deal of C,.lOren .ork
hsving belonged. to the Women's Auxiliary or the Angllesn Church :'roa my
young womanhood. I .aa alao a Ions ti.e ~e=ber of the .0Illen'l Institute,
as .as my lIIOther snd grandlaotner before me.Booka sre lIl<f great love ..,.d
1 ••11 re=ember canvassing tile vl11age .ith ~r8.Clsrence l~rchsnt,to

obtain su~port for the begianing at tue Llbrary Which waa s~onsored by
t,le Women's Institute ln I930.Tnh firat library wal uOUled. ln a Cllse
in our own Living Room and I was Appolnted flret Llbrarian.l was alao a
Ckl,rter JoIeu:.ber of the I!.orticu!tural SOc It. ty. In 1942 ,wh~n t"e aeco"d Gre
at war was raging,and help waa aorely needed 1 tOok a ~osition in s
textile mill in Woodbridge wnere 1 lnspected many UlOuaanda of yarde of
cotton cloth for the Services. I later did Firat Aid wor\. in toe same mi
11 until I')i52 waen tnis ty~e or work wlla no 10ll8er required.l,y next move
•. sa to L6ndon ,Ont, in1953 wllere I accept(.d Tne position of 1!ouaekeeper at
the ~ew auron College.I nave ren~ined here t.ver alnce and nave been per
1Il1tted to take a part ln the many cllsngea and gro"th untl1 now we are
a Co-educational College 's ~ell .s a Th~ological Co lese.As I nave no.
reach~d retlreu:.ent age,it la .ith deep regret that I .ill soon be mavins
on,tol1 tlme,"o doubt,to a Itore leh"rly .ay of Ute,l trult I nave made
an acceptable contribution to a fast cnal.gir.g world,aa ln tul. Centenn­
lal year,I enter my twl1ight yesra and cring thla tale to s close.



IIrs. Atkinson always had
n.t in htr bllsy lift to
add btallty to htr sllrrollndings
as Sht tended htr flowtrs.
She loved all natllft and onCt
said; ~CMtatt with natllre
lIakes the blood tinglt. the
heart leap and the lind txpand

KfS. Alkinson. tht fonler Cathtrint Ann Suthtrland. was Ihe daughttr of tht latt
Donald Suthtrland and Ann IIi]ltr. whoe tht frOIl cathntSS in the North of Scotland
to eslablish thtir pionter hoer nur King Crrtk. tast of Nobltlon. on tht SeUt11h
COnttsSion of Killll Township. IItrt IIrs. Alkir.son lI'as born in 1864 alld as Sht grew
lIP learntd 10 Spuk the lowtly old Catlit 01 htr fortfathtrS. Tht StotS Wtrt a
hardy stock and IIrs. Alkinson UptritnCI!'ll all tht hardShips of pionrer far.ing as
Sht grtw up and sptnt htr girlhood on htr parents tar••

On Octabtr 1st, 189n Cathtrint was IUrritd to IIr. Grorl;lt Alkinson of Castltdtrg. Petl
County and livtd in tht sll!all Must lnow dtillolishtdl that staod just nonh of tht hollSt
Ollntd far lIany yurs by Ill. sa. Pankhurst and Mil' owntd by IIf. Gto. KarSh on lOI n
on tht tast sidt of lIighllay?7. Here thtir tldest daughter. 01.1 III'S. W. Sttllar!)
"as born. aM frOIl htft /lr. Atkinson drove a Mrse and cart taCh day to work in tht
Tanntry at King Horn. which is no" .arktd by Mellory AtrtS.

Thty soon tlovtd to King ~orn

the 8th ConCtssion of King.
ConctsSion just north of tht
Gtrtlude. "as born.

"here thtir only son William lI'as born. and then to
In 1898 thty lovtd again to start farllling on tht 6th
stone ChurCh at Strange whtrt thtir youngtst daughter.

It lias wllilt living htrt tht idea of IIOlttn's InstituttS btgan to sprtad in Tork
Collnty and in 1908 laskay wolltn felt tht nttd of just sllch an organlution intheir
coeunity. Mrs. AlkinSon was a clevtr. wtll rtad alld vtry pr<lClical wOllan and btcallt
tht first StCrtlary of tht ntw 8ranch. and ofliCt Sht held unlil thty again IIOvtd in
19ln to IUkt thtir ptrll,)ntnt hOst on lOI 21. ConctSSion 9 at linton - whtrt "iss
Gtrtrude Slill rUidU.

In 1911 SchallGtrll WOIItn IIt& to discuss tht organilation of a lIlIatnS' Institult and
IIrs. Atkinson conlribllttd grtatly 10 tht inlorllatian ntt<ltd to forll such a group.
rroll htr busy '''11 lift sht toot tillt to again bteo_e Stcrtlary of a newly lorlltd
Branch anO ruainu, in offiCt for IlItlvt yurs constcutively. It us no nail
contribution 10 Uke to a coallnity to clrivt lIith horst and buggy frail Ihat clistance
and hat!lt in tillt 10 gtl supptr lor ht! fallily. but Sht ~aVt unStintin~ly 01 hrr

rStrvice and kno"ltdgt and"t havt in our scrap book tMO of the original papers IIritttn
lJy IhiS clever No_an for InStilute progralils. She alSo Hived as President for IMO
years following htr Secretaryship and rtllained a lIIellbfr as long as she "as ablt.

Mr. and Mrs. Atkinson celebrated thtir filtitth wedding annlvtrsary in 194n. but
Mr. Atkinson passtd on 1942. rors. Atkinson lias originally a _tebtr of Strange
Prtsbyterian Church and lattr joined Scholtbtrg Presbyttrian Mhich Sht Strved for ",any
ytars. She paSStd to htr rtward. afttr a britf illnus. on January 21th. 195(1 in
htr eighty-seventh year. and IIi1S laid (0 rHt in King Cily Cuttrry. Rn. J.R. Dlikt
of Tatltnhall conducttd tht strvict. The couunily and Wo.arns' Instilutt IItrf tnriChtd
frOIl her aSSocialion !lith Ihu. and hef cretel for living was an inspiration to all
IIi th 1111011 Sht sh..t<I i l.

~Just livt taCh clay to ii's utllOSt.
lOtI Ollt 01 It tvtry good thing to bt had.
GiVt all you can. 10 i111 you can. Uth day
A~d look for!lard. ailiays look (orllard and up_~

•

Contributtd by her claughltr
!tiSS Certrudt Atkinson.



Kr.and KIa.David Archibald

.'.'

tbia picture ••• 'aken on
the oee•••10n or tht~r Fift­
ieth Ewddlna Annl.ar&ary
wben a Reception .a. beld

at the ho~. of their dau&hte~

XrB.Cecil W.'aon •

.'
"

DBY!d H,Arcl,lbald 1'188 born on lotS,conc,adon a.IUng Town.hlp,in
November or 1878. He received a FUblic School education at Nobleton
and attended the old Uethodla' Church on the ~th conces8ion until it
1'1.8 cloaen,afterward attendlng Nobleton ~ethodlBt Church.He 1'1.8 the
88cond 80n of Robert Archibald and Yarth. Readman,

In J~e 1906 he married Annle JackBon.who wae the elder daughter
of Tho~8 Jackeon and Mary Ann Kellow of Falgrav•• She ••• born 1n Apr~

11 1885 naar Palgray. and attended Palataye PUblic School and the old
Kethod!.t Church at~edar Kill•• They .pent the fir.t fi~e ye.rs of
their ~rried life on lot to ',Conce.sion 5 of King Townehip.near
Kinghorn,l.ter ~ving to lot ~, Conce •• ioo 3 Weet Guilli~bury Township
where they eontinued to farm until they retired in 1948 and moved to
Schocberg.where they etill re.ide.Their family consist. of tour child­
ren- two boy.,Loui. and Korman and two daugnter,. Irene(MrI.Cecil
Wataon}.nd Helen(~r,.wm.Kolllngahead}both living in tne village.

~ode.ty torbida thia recarkable lady to reveal the lecreta of her
long and active lite.I would eay it i. her continued intere.t and
~articipation in the 0&gaoi&at10na of the village and co~ity a. weU
aa her areat lova of re.ding wbicb not only keeps ber aind keen, but
kee~a ber in t'uch with the tiEl a aa well. 70r her yeara 'he i. e&tre~

ely alert,being an active member of the United Church Wo~en'. Orgami&_
ation;The 'omen'a Institute and Cbairman of The Library Board.To thi.
latter proJect .he haa baen very devoted and balllWorked tirelealily with
tbe other member. of tne board throU8~out the entire period of the
building of the new Library and it'. opening. She a•• iated with tbe
cataloguing and mending of all the booka and takea her turn regularily
aa acting Librarian.The picture below ehow. ber aurrounded by Junior

readera and Reeve Ray Jenning' It the Official Opening.

I

'"



MRS. FRED (JI.ARGIIID:r) BAQJLEl'

Margaret and Fred at

I ,.".".. born on the 6th Concession of King Township, known as NThe Ridges", on !'.arch
17, 1916, the daughter of Robert and L,tiia (Ireland) Murdock. I have an older brother,
William, now residing in Nottawa, and a younger brother, Robert, of Streetsville.

I attended school at 5.5. #4, Strange, an:! waS a n:ember of Lask~ United Church.

On April 27, 1938 I "",rried Fred Ilaguley and ",ave<! to Schomberg. lie have two sons,
Robert, born September 4, 1941 are Edward, born November 16, 1944.

Robert I:larried PatriCia Kearns of Kleinburg on August 6, 1966. Edward m.rried Juiith
Leetch on July 16, 1966. Edward end Judith have two sons, Gregory, born on February
4, 1969 and Jason, born on l'.ay 3, 1972.

I joine<! the Schombere; W='s Institute in 1950, having held ortice of President,
Secretary am Treasurer.

My husbam operates a successful se~V1.cc st"tion am garage in Bom HMd, "ssisted bo'
our son, Edward, while we continue to "",ke our home in Sch~",l>erg and care for F,"",,'s
aged father.

,,



,

~$.JOhn(Elizabetn) Botham

Wi th kind permhsion af her daughters I have been assigned the task
of writing t~ life story of this remarkable woman.! a~ Bure 1 shall not
be able to Ao justioe to it beoause SQ little information 1s available,
or her early family life I have been able to learn very little but with
memories of my assooiation with her as Secretary of the W.I. during her
Presidency,and with information 1 may glean from the ~inute Books at
that time,l shall do my heat to leave a few facts for future Keneratio~

because this Book would be incomplete without SomB reference to one who
contributed so much to the achievements of the Branch in its early years.

Mrs.Botham,the former ~lizabeth Varcoe,was born near Orangeville,on
a farm at Laurel,Ont.on August 7th 1870.5he attended school st Laurel
but 1 know nothing of her early life until she met John Botham,who was
then a conductor on the Toronto Street Railway,when tilet. cars were
drawn by horses.They were married around r888 and came to live on a far~
on the 2nd. concession of Tecumlleth,later moving to the 3rd,concession
and finally settling on the farm at • DGgtown"Gn No.9 HighwaY,where Mr,
Frank Barnes now lives.~ere she lived the rest of her busy life and
raiaed a family of seven.Harry,Mel, Violet, Andrew, Florenee,Louden and
Russell. Two are deceased and the rest scattered as far as California
and }rince Ru~ert B.C.only lmrry remains in this Community.

Io!rs.Botham was not a Charter Member of the W,I.but she lIlUet have
Joined soon after because she held the office of Pr~sident four years
after it's organization,for ber first three year term and later in 19j1
and,J2 until she was chosen President of the District,of the then North
Yor~ District, the second member of our branch tG hold this honor.

They were a very mUSical family, and the big house rang with music
on many OCc8s3ions when each member of the family chose his or her
special instrument to form 8 Bothem orchestra.Mrs,Botham loved people,
they were always welcomed in their hGme where hospitality was warm and
sincere.She entertained with an easiness and charm that ~de it a pleas~

ure to visit her.She was truly a remarkable wGman-capable and talented
yet humble;sure of herself without being arrogant;a born leader without
being dictatorial,No amount of confusion could upset her and she could
surmount any difficulty. She was a charitable ~erson and no one appealed
for help,in vain.

I remember Mra.Botham best as a leader,and in this office she reall~

excelled,During her Presidency most of the meetinga "ere held in the
ClUb room of the hall where faCilities for comfort were nil.but she
prepared herself for every emergency.~r. Botbam was running an implement
business where Cliff Graham's garage now stands.and she would ride in
~ith him on meeting days with the back of the b~ggy filled with kindlins
wood and tae odd bii dry block to kee~ the room warm for the meeting. I
haTe known her to drive ~n the buggy many miles into ieolated ~lacea

where she would hear of s family in need and organize committees to care
for em.'rjl;ency cases "'ntil it was beinl< handled by trle proper authoritie~,



Krs.Botham waa a perfectionist and believed that valuable time and
effort were wasted unless every meeting nad a full well balanced program
so that information,entertainment and relaxation were provided for the
busy women who felt it worth the effort to attend and who could go home
feeling glad they had been there and proud to be a member.ahe believed
that every member had a contribution to make for the good of the orian­
i~ation,.nd that every member ahould be an active member,and when the
programs were planned,each one contained an addre8~ or paper,a good Roll
Call, a demonstration and a contest and that as many membera aa possible
were involve. in some way.Ker favorite themes were Aducation,Nutrition
and Health and Better Mome Uaking.She was talented herself and many
times d~monatrated on Foods,Sewing, RUB Kaking and Textile Fainting,to
mention only a few • She was deeply concerned about Relief and Charity
and felt tnat in thia land of plentY,no-one should want for the
necessities of life.aealizing this Deed ahe im~ressed the members to
waate nothing that could be used to help where poverty and want existed.
Other activities important to her were School Fairs,Short courses and
theLibrary·we should never cease lelf-education.Decoration at the Comm·
unity Cemetry waa instituted by her and was carried on successfully for
severa~ yearl.

In 1935 her health began t~ fail and she was no longer able to give
leadership a8 had been her custom and on Kay 9th.1936 she paesed away
having completed a very full and useful life.The members of the Women's
Institute attended her funeral in a body and carried flowers to her
graveside.We realized we had loet a talented and capable leader but the
organization had been enriched and strengthened by the contribution she
had made during her association with it.



Itr. arid "r~. ;;ayt~ on t~e,r

:;ear~ of I~,eir lives. I",r.

Cavi$ i~ in hi~ 891h lear hert.

Mrs. Davis. lhe forlller It<lry to\liSe IlOrri~, lias born al Brildrord. Cntario and ca~e

10 Scholllttrg in 1875 on her eighteenth birlh~ay, Ihe bride ot /If. Cha~. Davis. Tht
ha~H couple lock \lP re~ide~ce in Ihe pretty little ~Ilile coltage on Ihe lIest side
of ,.ain Street IIhere Itr. ilnd IIrs . Clarence ~ood ",011 live. here the, lived ha~pily

tor sixly-follr yeilr$ when IIr. Davis was call~ to rest in lliS hinet , -Sillh year.
ItfS. I)ayis lived I'ntil 1941 ard died in her, Eighly-Third year. IIr. and IIrs. Davis
ctlebrated tlleir goldtn and Dia_end ... edding Anniversaries and Mtre feted on tiolh
occasio~s by ailny frie~d~ ilm:! neigh~ours. lit. Davis Ma~ of I"nittd E","ire loyali~1

stOCk anll they SUPllortell the Ii !tIe ~\laker Cl'urch or. tilt hi II as lor.<;l a~ t~tre were
enOl-gil F"riel'lds to keep it open; rrn tllty aSsociilled the::l5ehes with the Itett.odist
and later tht (Jni tell CIlurctl.

/Irs. Davis had an exceptional perso~lity. being ha~py and of very reilly sense of
husollr. She lIildt fritndS wherever sne lien\. Smo joined the loIa-en's Institute IIhtn
illias firSt organized ano helll lhe first ",eeting in her Olm hone. Slit was renOllned
for her ability to have Iler si./nny windows full of bloo.. ing plants and her living
roCtl lias Cheery an.:! hOlley with beautiful piects of a~tio.ue furnill,re of gltaaing
soUll 1I00d.

IIr. anclltr~. Davis had faur children - Florence (l'!rs. Koore} Mho !rained for a nurse
and spent lIany year~ in Ithaca, r;eM York; Laurina. lfIlo pa~sed away IIhen She was
ten years old; Miss Clara MIlO lias a bQokkeeper at Pickering and later lived at llO:!:e
wi th he r parents and nOli shares her present hO!lle, st i 11 beaut iful IIi til ant iques,
needlepoint and china, lIith her Sister, l'irs. Moore; Charles Russel), the only son
and youngest of the family trained in the Royal Bank in Schom~erg and later served
as Manager in Shelburne, Ridgelown and lla;ilton. After his retirement from the Bank
he retired in ISlin~ton IIhere he only lived tllO years to enjoy his nell horne.

1'\rs. O~vjs was as modes I as She was IIi tty aM always :::ainlained "we're just ordinary
CO\lnl'y people", but everyone knell her as the type of person, who in her quIet lIay,
contributed greatly to lhe com~unily in Mhicll She lived.

,



DR. MORRIS r.INSEY hND !I,RS. DILLANE

After so~e consideration, and because it is difficult for n:e to think
of Dad and Mother separately, and because I do not think the acco~nt of
one life would be complete Without that of thfl other, I have deeided to
write this as one tribute.

Dad was born two miles east of TottenhaM on the fourth of Tecumseth in
1874. He was the fourth 50n and fifth child of JaMes Dillane and
Elizabeth Morris of Irish, Welsh and English ancestry) by way of Penn_
sylvania. Fanny Kinsey, his Grand~other, was of U.E.~. stock.

He went to Mount Pleasant School #6 on the fifth, Which is now a
consolidated or area school. Later he went to bttenham and on to
Newnarket Hiy~ School. While there he came under the influence of two
teaehers, one being Mr. Eo Hollingshead, who was an excellent teacher
and a relative at whose home Dad lived. The second was Mr. Dickson
from whom he learned his great love of literature ~ particularly poetry
and the plays of Shakespeare - something he kept throup;hout his lifetime.
This, witl, his remarkable memory. gave us a great deal of pleasure in

the home. While out drivinp, something would bring a poem or quotation
to his Mind, and so much would be added to the pleasure and companion­
ship. He also met one pupil who was e lifelonr: friend in the per30n of
Rev. J.E. Gibson, who was well known to many as the Rector of the Church
here. Dad went on to the University of Toronto taking his M.B. in 1899
and his M.D. from1t'inity University the same ,'ear. He and mother met
w~ile he w~s a student. He started to practice in Sc~omberg in January,

1900, haVing practiced for a few months with Dr. Willia~s in Lyle.

Mother was born at Ancester near Hamilton. In earlier years letters
were addressed to "Hamilton near Iincester". She was of Irish_English
ancestry, the second daur:hter and child of Edward Ilenderson and Sarah
Jane Phillips. She was given the education thour,ht proper, public
school and Gollegiate (Hamilton). There she became friends with Nellie
Hooper and A~nes Lavis, with whom she kept in contact until recent
years, She was also taught lace makinr" now almost a lost art, painting
and of course homemakinr, a very important part of every girl's edu­
cation then as now. She was also ~iven the opportunity to attend
Theatre which she enjol'ed thoroughl.y, and Which assisted her in later
years when she helped with amateur theatricala,

continued --



THE PEARSON fA~ILY

-===~==============-

-
"The scene of many happy W.I. t{eetings. Krs.

Pearson Nas the first President"

The original house built by
Jas. Pearson on lot 33. con­
cesSion 6 - over one hundred
years ago fro= the Nood of
one tree. stands in excellent
condition today. but Nith the
Nide verandahs re~~yed.

The history Of this old pioneer fa~ily reaches bac~ to Ja~es Pearson. originally
i~,~rated frOIll England. Nho Nas supposed to have been ~jlled during hiS hooeNard
journey. so~eNhere between Quebec and ~eN Jersey. from the Old french war. His only
son. Nathaniel. Nas married to Ann Bunting. whOSe father was Willialll Bunting. formerly
of England. Her mother's llIaiden na~e was Bidgood. whose ancestors came from England
to PennSylvania With Will. Penn in 1681. Their son James. (buried in Aurora Cemetery).
lIIarried Jane Loun\. Sister or Sao=uel Lount. a martyr Nith 1\atthews and Will. Lyon
McKenzie in the rebellion or 1637. He calle to the towr.ship or Whitchurch ir. 1800.
bringing Nilh hi_ the firSt span or horses owned in the district.

Ceorge lount Pearson oarried Jane lloyd and liyed on his far~ one and a haIr ~iles

south of Aurora ~nown as the Old Survey. He later sold thiS in 1852 and bought lot 25.
concession 9. Nhich is better known as the McCutcheon far. on highway '27. w~ich Hr.
A. Huson purchased in 195& from Mr. A. MCCutcheon. Jolr. Pearson bui)l the house on
th,s farm which was demoliShed by ~r. Huson and replaced by a new modern one. It EUSt
have been a very old house because Kr. Pearson sold the farm in 1856 and bought lot 33.
concession 8. and built the house tMt is still standing there. and in which t1r. and
Mrs. George Hulse now live. All the wood used in it's construction was hewn and hand
dressed frolll one red pine tree. which grew on Hr. Tho.as Lloyd'S rallll. lot 29.
concession 7 or King TownShip. It too~ two ;en one whole day 10 Chop down this o=a~oth

I r ee .

~George and Jane Pearson had Ihree sons and Ihree daughlers. J~es. Hilton and Gabriel.
Annie. Jennie and Deblia. They obtained their education in lhe old fra~e sCho~1 house
at 5.5. 114. cabriel died as a young .an and of Ihe three sislers we h~ no intormalion.

y/James married Eliza leavens and lived on tbe hO~ rarm for seventy years before selling
to Hr. Robert Ilulse in 1926. 8eing or united Empire Loyalisl StOCk. they lIere also
Quakers and were faithful supporters Or the little FriendS Church until it was closed.
They then associated themselves Jiith the PreSbyterian Church. They had two children.
Ernest.fNho married lillian Clarke and who farmed with his father and retired lIith
him to Schomberg in 192&. and Florence. who Nas a nurse and died during the flu
epide"ic in 1916. Mr. Pearson died in 1931 and his wife on Christmas _orninl/. 1947 in
her 98th year. Ernest and lillian sold Ihe reSidence on Main street thiS year and
~oved to Iheir new modern hOllle on ElmwOOd Avenue. Lite histor,es of the two Mrs_
Purson's I"rs. Jillles and Mrs. ErneSt} Nill be found elsellhere in this boOk as Ihey
were both CharIer xembers of the ~omen's Institute.

~MilIOn Pearson was born in 1856 and like his brother. wor~ed Nith his father until hiS
"aniage to Elizabeth Brown in 1881. He first lived at Beeton and then obtained pos­
seSSion of lot 33. concession 9 illlmediately across the road from the Quaker Church. He
had a family or three sons, Clarence and Elsworth (both deceased) and Grant Nho lives in
the NeSt. Mr. and Mrs. Pearson sold their farm to Rolph DaviS and retired to the house
nON owned by Clarence Jessop. then to Mr. Anthony McCollum's house. and finally buill
the pretty little bungalow on Western Avenue where Mr. Royce Roiland nOll lives and
lived their reclining years in quiet Village peacefulness. Thus generations come and
go and Mr. Ernest PearSon re"ains the only representative in our coamunity Of an
industrious and highly respected pioneer faoily.



MR. AND MRS. YOUNG R. RHODES
-,

,I
This story is different from the ord~~n~a·'Y"·l~'~·f:"'~h~i·"-'t'o~,·y",",-ndconcerns
the lives of t~o people who came from England and liv2d in our com­
munity only seven years. They ~ere a wonuerful couple and gave of
their talents for the betterment of the co~~unity from the moment
they arrived until they left, as suddenly as they had come, to make
their home in Victoria, B.C. Both were closely associated with the
Horticultural Society and through their inspir~tion and effort, made
the flower shows the successful aff~irs they have been ever since.
Mrs. Rhodes joined the Womens' Institute and contributed greatly to
the programs with her many ttilents of elocution, floral culture and
arrangement and her knowledge of public health. When I wrote to her
in 1960 ~nd asked if she would like to write a short story of her
life for our TI.eedsmuir History, she wus ple~sed beyond v,ords and
from her sick bed, where she lay critically ill With cancer, she wrote
her story. She passed away in September, 1961 and when Mr. Rhodes
wrote to tell me, he sent the story of his life. We shall write thel..'..,,,.
as they always lived, sharing and working together. ~

Mrs. Rhodes letter:-

"My dear - I was so gl~d to get your letter. It is wonderful to hear
from people you know, uno to think of all we Shared together. I am
just about at "Journey!s End l1 but I am not sad. Life has been a
wonderful experience and now I am waiting for the Cre~t ~dventure.

Bob is so good, I want for nothing. It will be hard to write my life
story it has been so full but I wi 1 just tell you ~ little so yvu will
remer.lber me. I loved the \"lomens! Institute, the SchoElberg ladies were
so very lovely ~nd I got to know so cuny in the few short years we
lived among them.

I \'las born April 12th, 1896 in Badsurth Village, England and attended
school there and then at Docraster High School where I cycled seven
miles each day. In 1914 I went into training as ~ nurse at St. Thomas
Hospital in London, England, then served as a Navy nurse in World
War 1. I met my husband while in the Navy and we were married in 1922.
We came to Canada in 1929 and lived in Toronto for fourteen years
before coming to Pottageville in 1943. I did some nursing for dear
old Dr. Oillane while we lived there and there "'e enjoyed the lovely
rural life we both loved. Burbara, our daughter, worked in Toronto
and our son Ian COElpleted his education while we were there. In 1949
we croyed to Victoria and I led a very full life in Church and community
work while we tended our beautiful garuen and took part in all shows
with fine success. I was also Head Nurse at St. Gregory's Hospital
until I took a severe stroke in 1952. Then in 1954 I had my first
cancer operation, and again in 1958, and now I am waiting for my Call
and live with my l"ionderful mel:lories. One of them being the ple",sure
you and your husband glve us b:,: spending a day ~.ith us while on your
visit to Victoria, and how ~e all rode in the old truck while Bob
exhibited his flouers and vegetables at SalU1ich Fair. I!d love to
reud your village History, but 11m proud to be asked to write this
little story for it. Lovingly - Amy"

(continued)



Yr. Rhodes story:-

I was born in 1888 on the Est~te 0: the Earl of Rare~ood, near Leeds,
in Yorkshire where cy people ,",'ere tenunt f;;'l"J:Je:'s for g~·ner... tions.
Princess Royal, Douager Countess of Rare~ood, Aunt to Queen Elizabeth
lives in the Dower House on the Estate. I was apprenticed to g, rden­
ing and had a thorough training in every ph;:J.se from fruits, flo\,;ers
and early vegetables unaer glass, to hardy fruits, kitchen ,ardens,
herbaceous borders and pleasure grounds. Durin~ my career lorked
in bardens in v;,rious ,carts of England from .;orthu:::lberlanli to Surrey
and Hacpshire. I served in the Roy;;.l R~vy in ~orld far 1, an~ ~e

cace to Canada in 1929 where I secure<i t>te position as [(eae. Gardner at
the Lacbton Golf Course "'here I stayed for 4 ye~rs·before I ventured
out on lanascape gardening on my o'~, ~here I norked ~~til :949 ~hen

w cate out to Victoria. 'e lived in ~ott geville for seven ye·rs
\,;, en ~:e cot to knO\~ Sc". oberg and mnny people well. l e did ou:' best
to .,romote iiorticulture and I hope l'e added sometlling to the Eociety
there. Ie began r ..i8in£ hfric~n Violets us a profession ~hen ~e came
to Victoria as they had only had the three ole colours there - blue,
pink, White, but no fancy ones. ~e did veri well but htl~ to sive it
up efter Aoy's illness. My hobby fl<S ~l~~ys been eXhibiting an~ lIve
really enjoyed it ~d usually took ~y share of the cups - one I've
held for eight years - but noe th£t Acy is ill ~y ¥l_ce is by her side,
so I shgll not he doinr cuch more in the future. Her co~ort is my
only concern. Sincerely - Bob.

What a h ppy I':o:-ld this ~icht be if ~orl ... eople copies t:'le .,hilosorhy
or this devoted couple. ~r. Rhodes lived or. ~n the ~ecory or many
rich ~d happy oarried years. His only sol~ce ~a~ in hi~ garoen. In
July of 1962 he exhibited again at the ere/.;.t Victoria Rose Show \lir.nlnl;
32 firsts fron 33 entries.

On Octo:-er 22nd I received a letter froo Barbara, their daughter
telling me of her fother's death on October 13th. In her own ~ords

she said _ ftIt was aheert att. c~, stricken in his g~rden ~it~ his arts
full of roses. He lived on-y a few hours but died ye~cef'_·l1y <os he
tou1~ have wished it. ft

ftOne is nearer God's heart in a [arden than anywhere else on earth. n
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The Skinner Home
built in 1825
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built in 1880

Grandfather, George Skinner, was born in Hull, Yorkshire, England, on Novereber 11, 1826.
He came to Canada in 1884. He and Margaret Pallett were :narried January 20, 1851. At
first they lived on Dundas Street, west of Toronto, but soon they moved to the 8th line
of Kill6 Township, a short distsnce north of the Aurora Sideroad on the east side of the
road. I romember as a child being shown a flowing well ·.ath a watertrou,gl: from which
passing horses lIlight drink, just in front of their land. Weekly, grandfather walked to
Toronto to bc there for work on Honday lOOming arrl back again on saturdB¥. He was a
stone r.lason and a bricklayer.

Gr«rdmother, J.'.argaret Pallett-Skirmer, ~.ad severnl brothers and one sister. The
brothers remained on DwIdas Street I'lest as ::ISrket gardeners. Ukewise, their scme. The
third gene"'ation did more at branching into other interests as lawyers, teachers and
marketers. One :rister of grandfather's, Eliza, married a Wilson, near Flesherton. Her
family still lived round. about there. All were Conservative and Anglicans.

On May 30, 1864, he bought my hOllle frOlll Dr. Robert Ramsay, paying 175 English Pounds.
The house had been built for Dr. Ramsey in 1825. It is interestine to note that my
grandfather laid the fourrlation, and to this day there i'" not a crack in all the stone_
work. The small Village was known as BrownsVille until aboot 1864. At that time Ontario
was Y_"lown as Upper Canada. It was not until 1867 at Confederation that the name Ontsri",
replsced the naL'le Upper Canada. Our street that goes .....st to Lloydtown ha.s alway.s been
King Street on all offiCial deeds of land and legal papen.

While 11vif'.g in Schomberg, grandfather had a sl:lall grocery and Iteat shop wh<Jre our
present restaurant ill. located. Two of the articles that he made am ",old were candles
and sott soap. They" were in constant demand. Merchandising !'.es changed gr<:atly since
those d<lys when custo:ners wantine such supplies as molas",es, Vinegar or coal oil, took
their own containers to the shop to be measured am filled fI'Or.l the 1&",ge barrels or
hogshe.a'd'" that were fitted with a spout and tap. Crocks were sold for housewives to
store their ho:ne_made jams, pickles, butter, home remered lard or fol' the pickling of
s::lll.ll piecea of meat. Farmers frequentlY" bought Weir groceries by trading. They
brought to the storekeeper baskets of egga, cro<Jks of butter am wd, fowl or home
cured or smoked meat - usually pork - or cords of wood. Supplies for the shop had to
be hauled, according to the season, either in a wagon or a sleigh, by a team of horses.
That entailed the takir,g of the ~rade goods as could be sold in Toronto, down on one day,
staying OV<Jr night and the next morning starting the r<J~urn trip with the fresh supplies.
Indeed the shipping of all .such produce and too getting of new ",tock for the atore was
done in this way until early in 1902 when a steam enging, locally known a.s "Annie
Rooney", began it'" roote between Schomberg and Sch:>mberg Junction on Yonge Street for
entry to the citY" markets. Until 1912 all banking was done thr<;Ugh the Post Office.



Mr. Sldnner' 8
Shop on ¥ain St.

Grandfather was one of the early Superintendents of the then Union Sunday School. It
waa held in the upper part of the Temperance Hall that stood where our present
Community Hall houses our village library. Our Women's Institute rooms are a part of it.

The late Dr. Brerton told mother that grarrlfather had borrowed every medical and surgical
book that he owned and discussed them with more uroerstanding than most doctors.

Father, George Thanas Skinner, bought this hane from his father for $1,000.00 in 1879.
Grandfather moved to Paisley, Father's mother had died sOlI".e time before that and grard_
father had married again. The sn:all baby at that til:le became the gramlllOther of Alan
Stanley .:ho played defence position for the Maple Leaf Hockey Team for several years.

Hugh Halliday, Nature writer for the Saturday edition of the Toronto Star, am the
author of ",everal boolre on his studies of wild biros, is the son of fether's sister,
Elizabeth, who grew up in Schomberg.

I have heard father's older brother, John, recount ",tories of the scaNlity of ca",h when
he W8.a a boy. At different times he worked for ten cents a day flailing grain for local
fanners. His grandson, Bill ¥.alcolmson, continues his father's In:;;urance business in
Barrie. He i'" also much interested in horses which he keeps on his farm just out from
Bartie. He frequently shows sOl'lle of them at Schomberg Fair and other local Fairs.

George Deeth is father's sister Jane's grandson. He has a Chartered Accountant''''
business in Port Credit. Father'S brother Kmneth, also spent his boyhood here. He has
told me of hunting the weakest little dandelion that he eould fim and transplanting it
into better soil and his delight in getting it to grow into a sturdy plant. In later
years he becan'.e a succe"'8ful markot g!l.reener in the Credit River area, Port Credit.
His two sone followed their father'8 ..or!< but their real love was bUilding houses on
property mmed by their father along the bank8 of the Credit River. Victor'''' a0n8,
Eric an::! Stanley, went into Chemical am Machine "Wk. Milton's sons, Donald and Paul,
are graduate arohitects frQ:l Toronto University. Donald specialized in Sonior Citizen's
Homes an::! Schools. He was the architect of the new south wing of York Manor, Yonge
Street. Newmarket. Paul's worlc: ia in Lon:;lon, Ontaric. (continued )

"

Son Fred delivering meat
with wagon - 1m



Blocks of ice cut from lake and
haul.,j on sleigh to Ice House to
be \l5.,j in refrigerator in
Butcher Shop

-1r--------
Father had a butcher business frem the age of sixteen until his death in 1931. I
Believe that his first beef cost him $18.00. He borrowed his brothcr John's mule an::!
cart to peddle it from door to door. His receipts from that deal were $22.00.

Father and oother, Emily Clarkson of Islington, were married Hsrch 10, 1880. Our
present United Church, then known as the Methodist Church, was built the folloWing summer
on the adjoining lot to the east.

In those days weigh scales were not as numerous as they- are today and a buyer of live
animals usually bought with a guess as to their weight. At that father became quite an
expert. A story was told to me by Mrs. Tegart, widow of the late Dr. Tegart froo whOlll
Dr. Dillane bought his practice in 1900. A half dozen men had gathered one evening
aroW1d the box stove in the late Graham Pinkerton's hardware store. It ,,~s the first
store just north of the bridge in the village and on the west side of the street.
Later it was father's shop. Their conversation ran to gueSsing each other's weight. To
settle it they went back to the platform scales and. weighed each other. Just as they
settled themselves back by the stove father entered an:! joined th..... One of the men
soon suggested a bet on each other's weight, the winner to be the closest to their total
....eights. So again they went back to the sc().les and. the weighing pro:ess and the totalling
of their weights was recorded. The /l'.8n in their anxiety to appear innocent, upped am doY.m.
their weights as they re:nell:bered thel:l, but their balancing proved too difficult as fether
....on their bets. It was too J::Uch for the men to keep silent aboot and. one of them told
of their scheme. Father retained that juiging ability for en the last seven cattle that
he bought his estimate of their total ·"eights was just Ol.lt thirty_five pounds.

In fatr.errs earliest days as a butcher, deep cellars ".<ere important for they were much
cooler ttleb the mo:!ern baa«:tents. Father's first ice-box was six: feet by four feet
and. three feet deep. It was lined with galvanized sheeting with a drain for the water
to run off as the ice melted. Wooden racks weN! fitted about the "pace for the great
blocke of ice. The me<>.t was laid on these racks. Next c2.llle the big ice refrigerator,
nine feet high am six feet square. The storage space for the ice was at the top. In
Winter, huze blockS of ice were sawn frca the ]>till Ford or from Belle's lake ant packed
in the ice-house with sawdust ae an insulator. At first this suwing ""-6 done by m<lfl
with especially deep toothed saws. later Circular saws run by gaaoline engines were
used. Wee~ly in srn::mer weather a supply of these blocks of ice had to be taken out and.
the storage part of the refrigerator filled. The handling of this ice beth in winter
and sUJlJ'ller was very heavy work. j,/hen electricity was brought into the village that
refrigerator was wired. It served as leng as the business was in operation.



Father was interested in having unus'-lal pets. At one time, when Fre::! was a boy, he
had a pair of black ~ears. He kQpt their. in a str<J:1g caS" in the gat'<:\en just west of
the hQuse. I rmember hlJr. having two great horned owls. He got them out of a hollcw
tree when they looked like two balls of yellow dow. A favO'Jrite snack of their waS a
big mouse which either of them would devour in a gulp.

About 1905 a large group of residents of King Township organized to fim O'lt if the
people of the Tcwnship wanted all hotel bars closed am the sale of into>d.cating
liquors made illegal. The law for prohibition did pass. In spite of a great deal of
talk on the amolll1t of liquor made and sold illegally, father's experience in i".is shop
was that, althour;h he had worked vigorously with the Temperance Organization he loaS

surprised how aoon people who had been acC\;stcmed to buying on credit, and their bills
were often difficult or impossible to collect, began paying cash for their purchases.
Even I:lS1lY long_time bills that had been thought hopeless to collect were paid. It
surely proved that money spent on self-indulgence many times ought to be spent on
primary needs.

For some years father served aa a ColNllissioner on the local village council, when it was
first organized as a Police Village, Ilt:out 1900. A Police Village was one that had the
management oYer its own local affairs.

Our family n\:l:lberf.d seven _ Adeline, Herbert, Fre:!, Allra, Florence, Blake ani myself,
~!abel.

Adeline taught school for a few years an:! later graduated as II nurse from the Toronto
General HOI'lpital. After doing some private duty nursing, both in Ontario ani in '{an­
couver, she became Superintendent of Nun""s under the Victorian Order of Nurses, in
Melfort, saskat.chewan. l&ter she went to Revelstoke, British Columbia and t.hen to
North Bay, Ontario until her retirement. She p;l.ssed away in 1962.

Herbert, after teaching for a short time was sent by the Shaw Business College in
Toront.o to Vancouver to open the shortharrl deplrtr.lent. in their Shaw Business College
now known as the Vancouver Business Institute. He IlI3.rried while in Vancouver. lat.er he
ret.urned to Ontario and opened his own accountancy business in Orillia which he kept
until his death in 1935.

Herb was active in Sunday School and Church work bot.h in Vancouver arxl in Orillia, He
was a member of the Orillia Masonic Lodge #192 AF arxl AM. He was a past First Principal
of Couchiching Chapter. In 1935 he held the position of Grand Superintendent of t.he
Georgian District of the Royal Arch ¥.asons.

Fred was a Funeral Director and had a furniture business here in Scl:oll'.berg. He served
on the local Council of the village for several years. He married Mary Ral:".aden of
Kettleby. Their son, NOI'lllSn, died as a baby. Their daughter, Hilda, died when training
as a nurse. In 1923 they "loved to Port Credit and opeped a F'wleral Home and had an
AmbuJ.ance Service. It is still carried on un::ler t.he name, Skinner and Middlebrook.
For nearly twenty years he waa active in :.l.unicipal affairs. He served fourteen yeurs
as Reeve of Port Credit. He served one complete term arxl two partial ter:r.s as Warden
of Peel Count.y. For seventeen years he was the Treasurer of First United Church. Port.
Credit. He was a strong suWorter for the organizing arxl building of Mississauga
HOspital. He served on the Board of the Hospital for twelve years. He is a Past. "'.aster
of Union Lodge of SchOll'.berg. Preaently, he is a member of the ¥.aaonic Lodge of Port
Credit.. ¥.ary died in Au.gust, 1968. For the last t.wo years (1970-1972) he has been
confined to Mississauga. Hospital and Chelsey Park Nursing Home.

Blake fanlled for a few years where ill'S. Wilfred Ait.chison now owns. I remember our
mother t.,elling of when the fields where hcuses now are, were covered wit.h bush. In
1915 Bla¥e married Louise Dodds, daughter of the late Ira and Rut.h Dodds of R.R.l,
Bolton. The Dodds hOIOO is a cent.ury farm, and a niece of Louise still lives there.
About 1923 Blake joined his father in the but.chering business and carrie:! it on for a
number of years. Lat"r he drove a langdon School !lUs. He was their inst.ructor of
School Bus drivers. For a number of years he '''as one of the elders of the Unit.ed Church
to which they belong. Blake and Louise have two sons, Jack and Donald. Owing to ill
health Blake and Louise sold their hane in the sununer of 1971 and went to live in York
"'.allor, Newmarket. At that time Blake had lived in Schomberg for t.he longest time
continuously of any resident.

Father's aim, using his muzzle loading gun was very accurate am seldom if ever did he
ret.urn from a 't.urkey shoot.'. without. his bird. Blake had the same accurat.e shot..
Fred recently recalled one night wilen they "..ere boys at hoc:e. Of their being wakened
by a series of midnight disturbances with cat fights beneath t.heir bedroom Window.



Finally Blake lost. his patience and by the light. of t.he coal_oU lulp loaded. his new
twenty-h'O rine, tock aim out. the b;,ck door ..t two bright "pecke of light (the
eat's eye.). In the llIOming a dead cat lay whe~ t.he twin specks or light had been.
Several of fat.her's gran:l$Ol'l$ and great_grand501W "ve that. ability as I:IIlrk=en.

Mabel talliht. "chool !'1nt. in Kina Township. In 1923 she went to t.he Ielingt.on 5.:hocl
in Etobicol<e v..e~ she rC&ined for thirty_eever! )'lI ..ra befo:-e returning t.o _ke her
m- he~. lobile there she wu eapecial.ly internt..d in clue_~ library work.
Upon le.1rlng, her colleetlor. of teaching aida were U!led. t.o esw,bUeh t:l~ cabinet.a
for saner&! Wle in t.he echocl. A request w.s ..de fl"Oll. t.he west ind Teacher's College
for a ahare of thY.. One of the cabinet" hold, a urge nta<-el" of hsnd carved., life4
,bed. bird" paint.ed. in t.h«1r natural colollring, 40ne by s.tith of Scarborough. One
cabinet holds a pict.ure fUe tor help in teachil'l8 Canadian History, Geography an:l
!lature Stw,.. The third. cabinet hilS sampled of caradian Minel"a1 Ore, canadian Gra~na

and sms and Canadian woode and also an interestil1& collection of thing" used. by our
pioneers. These include a section of the first water_main used on Yonge St.Nlet. It.
came frca ju"t north of Eaton'" main store whan t.he subway wa" built. The '.-cod of
the hollowed log was in perfeet corrlition. As well as class room wm-k, she filled a
term of office as President of t.he Home and School Aesociation, sod at anot.her tin,e as
President of the \\'Olllen Teicher'" A""ociation of Et.obicoke TO'lom"hip.

Herb'e eon, Harold, livee in Renfrew, Ontario. Hilt work ill the inspecting of parts
before they are a"senlbled into helicopters. Harold 15 a !'l:I.st ~l&ater cl St. John'a
Jl.aeon1c Lodge in carleton Place, and also a Put Firat Prineipal cl t.he Maple o..pt.er,
!lo:ral Areh I'.asons of <::arletor. Place. He lit ..n elder in t.he P.enfrew United Cllureh t.o
wtIieh t.hey belong. He ...rried. DoroUV au-too of Renfrew in 1m. ThlU hi ..... tour
children. I'.ar!.oo, a graduate mu-se or K1nr;tQl GeTeral Hospital, is carried ard the
!llOtiler or Lest..,. Ellen Rob.rts; DaYid is a anduate He<:hanical EhginMr ot C;;.rleton
Un1Yersit.y, Ot.t.swa, ....rrtecl ..n:1 livinl in Ot.t.s.w.; Richsr<! is in the E:n,glish !1mOW'
Course at. <:..rlt.m thiversit.y and =e.rried, and Helen ia a st.udent. in Renfrew Collegiate.

Blake's son, Jack, is a gre.dU&t.e or CoDDeree and F1nance of' Toront.o Universit.y. He is
now ilee-President, Peraonn.I of Bell Canada an1 lives in Hont.rql. He qualified aa an
Artillery Officer in the ~...di..n Officers' Trainine; Corps while attendir18 Univ.,rs1t.y,
but. on act.ive service he served. overseaa first. ..s an officer ..nt.h t.he Royal car.adian
Corps or Sienals first. in Dlglsrd and t.hen in Italy ..nth Montgomery'. fp:,ous 8th Antlj'
in t.he st.ruggles at Ortona, cassino, the Uri Valley, Gothic Une am in t.he fu Valley.
lat."'r, ...hen the First. canadian Corps joined. the First Canadian Ar<rIY in North W"s'.ern
Europe, he was involved with tiIfl Royal Canadian Engineers in t.he erossing of the Mine
&00 the subsequent liberat.ion of Hollard. ater he Nltirfld as a Major with a t.ot.s!
of t.hirteen yesrs of miUtal'7 experience. In 1942, Jack and. cat.herine MacKay were
IlI&rried in N_ Toronto. cat.herine 13 t.he da~ter of ¥ors. l'.acK8¥ .. d the !.ate !lev. 1m.
A. Mael'i.ay. ?"v. }:&cKay "'0 t.he minister in the United Church, Seht:eberg, 1933-36.
Catherine aOO Jack !live t.wo eons, John al'd Jetfrey. Jchn is a graCuat.. of !'!cGill
Univereity, Y.ontreal, al'd at. present. i" with a Srlt.bh ::"""paper in London, DlL;1.and,
reporting cn ir.-coing Uld out._going freight. torr the Brltiah Ides al'd Ka.inland :;uropean
" ...ports. JeffNty is a st.1Jdent. in HUt.Dr]' ..nd PbUOSOPl::r in Trent. ~vers:!.~y, Peter­
boroll&h. As a hobb;y, he shows a high degree of ..b:l.ilty ani skill I<!.th a guitar.

Donald ia a graduat.e in )USinea" Adclini"t.ratlon !1'OCl Toror.to Unlverait,y. He is with
Bell canada working wit.h Ule t!Ilbilleer'ing departaent.. Donald an:!. JW'le Caulfield were
aarried in Aurora, Jul,y ll, 1953. Her pa.-.lt.a were welllcnown frca their .-;Irk >d.th
Hort.ieu.lt.ural organiutiona. Donald is an elder in t.he church to wbleh t.hey t:elo~,

'l'le IUingt.on Ur.=.ted Chureh. They have three d.a\i&ht.el"", Carol, Seth and Gill, 511
V.lpila in the I"li~t.on School. Thlrir hOllle is wit.hin sight. of the Anglican Church on
Dund.\e St.reet West, alw&yll known as St.. GeorgesMon-theMl'.ill. The girls' great._great_
grandta~her w::>rked. on t.he builclins of the original church; in faet th·t. old part lin
incol"pOl,lat.ed. into the present OIlw churCh. Suroly proof of how grardfath"'r'o work has
"t.oo<! t.he test. of t.1JI'le.

P,S. In 1971 John returne:l from Eurcpe to lI'alTy Claire McFet.ridae, daU&hter of Dr.
and Mrs. S.A. McFetridge of Vancouver. Short1J" after t.heir marri..ge t.hey r<!turntd t.o
Europe for a t.ime. He is now (1972) with t.he e:Iitorial start of t.hs Toronto Star,

(Signed) Kabel Skinner.



TaB SHtOOlB HCJIlESTEAD - LO't 34, OOli. 8
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1M' are inde",d fortWl&te to ~ve in (lO,lT area ale.. ot the approxiJ:lately six tJ'lOl,lsal'l'l
Century fam3 found in the proVince of Ontario. By century fa .......'" mean farms that
have been managed by tho! same faalliea for at 1e..t one hurJ:ired years. this project
....1. stf-rted by the Junior r.nur'. AlIsodatJ.on to hClnour ea,.da'. Centftl1l1a1. fbq
copied the il:Iea trar. Prince S::I'OIard. I.land. where .i.BIUar plaques vere issued in 1964.
Such a project required an end1... aaount ot resaarcll am it i. quite possible that
s=e rarms vere llIiued. but so interested were the el1pble owners that a rew :ade
application on their OWl it th.,. had been cU••ed. The qualit1eations .....re inyes~

tipted and when the col:li:l.itt.. vere cmvinced the presert. tenant .... elig:l.b1e, a
.u1tab1¥ engraved plaque 16- x 19- wa. dOl'lated. to be attached on a poet at U1e
entrance to the fa"'l, Such a fa", ...1. the Sproule h~stead, then occupied by Mr.
and Mrs. McCUtcheon. (Mr. Mc~t~~~~ son of Mr. and Mrs. McCUtchecn, who ..... 1. the
tOnD,,,,r Muriel Sproul",.) It ha~" been sold to Mr. S. '",,1gs1lls.

The Original Patelltee. for the Township of Killg. as givell ill the "Doomsday Book".
I.hOWll Lot 34, Concession 8 deeded to Aoor<n< Wilson in 1803 lord .....old to WilliUl
Johmotone SPr<l\lle U1e sa:ne y .... r. He ..s !'.r. M~utcheor.'s great-grat grand rather,
Hr. Sproule built the first. hoWle which waS a rr_ one, and part of tile foundation is
.till in evidence. III 1865 it ... replsced by the present heme d8$igned by hi. crand­
I.on Willi.. Spl"Ollle lord his "on newton Sproule. who ....s ".I'. KcCutchaon'I. uardlather.

Uttle is lrnOWl of tl',e earlier tlllll1lies, but Mevton tlay Sp~e 101.. widely known ill
the area, bein,g a tarwtr, a school teacher and later .. JllSlice ot the Peace. He was
C1arried to Y.sUie Dll"'itt ard they had. seven children, t.wo sons • Ege.....on and Williu,
..1'10 obtained excellent. educations but both died as YWl1£ men. The oldest daughter vu
MUriel. Mr. KcCutchem's .,ther, who lived in northo(lm Ontario. Clar"', who did 1l0t.
lll8rry but, h:aving CrMluated tr<'>lll Univ",rsHy, spent IlIll.ny y....rs in Weatern Canada, re_
turning later to finish her life on the homeste;ld where she lived vith her tNasured
he:l.rl~Oms. She died in 1963 al'ld was buried in the Qu&ker graveyard, IlOW known a.
SchO<!lberg Union CClIletery, with hor parelll!< and brothers. Haul and Evelyn are aillO
doceased. am 1.va, '..he youngeB\., mal'rl.ed. am lives in De't.roi'I•• Tn"1 al.1. ncoive4 loed
llOueations am two t3'.lZht. school at 3ehoel.berg school. After ClaN'S death the tx-_
.t.ea.<l .... boo.eP.t by Kr. KcCutcheon.

By this time the beautiful old house liaS in need. at IWdI repair and. t.his the
McCUte!leon's did. and ..ith few chan,ges re"tored it to al-.st. perfect. condit.ion, so vell
had it. been built. TIley ope:-atad an antiq>e shop in tha rear of the htu"e which the,.
de.1gnllO tor that purpose, but diI.posed of it owir18 to "'.rs. McCutcheon's l'<'?Cr health.
They later tourd the ujll<::eep ot ,uch a large place beyong their abilit.y to -.illtain and
801d it to Mr. ~i&81ns about 1968.



A~ HE ARRIVED IN
~CIIOMS£RG TO BEG I N
43 YEARS OF PRACTISE

AGED 30 YEARS

DOCTOR AIlO~ F. KAY
=---=======---==

THE BELOVED DOCTOR AS WE REMEI1BER

HIS CHAoRI11'/C BRIOE
O~l TlfE STEPS OF
THEIR FIRST 1I0ME .
HOW TIlE POST OFFICI

Dr. AliOS F. kay lias born on a lara near SUi lon, Cntario. Ihe YOl,/n~ Sl 0' seven childre.
His father lias JoSeph kay and hiS nether Uizabeth Nrshall Rae. After public School
he attended Port Perry Hil;ll'l ~Cl'lool and :".Qdel ~Cllool IIhere his uncle lias Principal.
After teacl'ling tl'lree years he enrolled in Kellicine at the I)rliversily of Toronto. He
interned at Sl. Lukes !IOspiul in Dllalla and lias aSSiSta~: to Or. IWcKay of Collin!1"OOI
aNI also Dr. Uiddrie llf Cree:lllre.

He then OIarried Caroline lillian nou~an and put out his shin~le in SchOl'lberg, Ilhere he
practised for forty-three years. Their first hOlle for five years lias in lhe ~uilding

nOll used as the Post Office. From Ihere Ihey purchased Ihe lovely old IIhite house on
the h;}l, just north of the united Church Parsonage.

He lias an elder and treasurer of the Presbyterian Church and after union, of the Uni tel
Church. He lias a llason. a lItaber of Ihe 8l)1I1ing Ctub and of tne lions Club and an
ardenl Baseball tan. He lias Kedical Health DUicer of King TCMlnship, an arduouS task.

For -any years he raised &1ft Orpington chickens and lion -any prizes and cha:spionships
at the Royal \linter Fair and canadian Natiorlal EXhibition. 'ie also took great pleasur!
in his large garden. II gave hia peace and serenily tor the taskS of the day.

,HiS tllO sons, ROnald Bruce and Harry leslie gradl.lated frolll Toronto university; Ronald
lin l'Iedicine and Harry in Couerce and Finance. life lias satisfying and co~plete and

then 11M clol.ldS gathered and his sons both tnlisted. Ronald in the Royal Canadian
Arl'lly Medical corps and Harry in the Royal canadian AirForce. Ronald lias soon overseas
and became a Doctor on the battlefield. Harry became a pilot and rose to Squadron
leader and COl:l.Unding Officer of ho Air Stations for training pilots. first at WindSor
and later at Oshalla. Then he 100, liaS sent overseas. HUy lias shot dOlln over S1I.I1I..ar
Ceraany on January 28th. 194~ on his thirteenth aission.

Dr. kay lias a -an of peace. His life lias devoted to the preserulilln of life. To hia
the sacrifice of so l'Iany fine young lives lias appalling and I.Itlerly senseless. l/hen
Harly died so'"etlling died in Ilia too. HiS heart lias brokCfl.

!>e carried on for seven ",ore years and then on llay 8th, 1952 he lias stricken IIhile
allending a patient. llis Minister. Rev. Gordon HlJnter, IIho lived him. in his final
tribute to hir:l. SI.l~::Ied up hiS life in these 1I0rdS:

"lie lias a great Doclor. a great man, and a great Christian".



Ilrs. Lloyd, the foraer Elizabeth Shrigley, was born OOober 21S!. 1863. one of four
children of the late Robert and Mrs. Shrigley llito owned the fara i ..ediatel~ east of
NewlIIarket and which noll' foras a part of the lown. Thtre was a snail house on the ver,
frinlle of the town on what was kMwn as Shrillley Street, nur Gorhall, and here Ilr. .
and "'rs. Shrigley lived until the fara ho~e was built. Elizabeth was born there and
the lest of the falllily. tNO sisttfS and one brother. in the nell' hOUSe.

"'r. Shrillley Nas a farlller but he hoped his Children would gain an education to fit
thU for their future. This they did and three of thu beca.te school leachers and
Ellzabelh a\lended Public Scllool and lIigll School in MeNurket and on tlfr gradua!illn
frlla High SChool attended I'\l)del Scllool in what is nllN Aleunder Muir School lin
PrOSpect Street. Ready to assullle lhe duties of a teaeher. She .secured a position at
JUieSon's School on lhe 6lh concession of King TOllrl$hip. and the follolling year
accepted a pOSi tion at Lloydtolll'l. The re-ained thefe for tllO yUIS, but on account 01
a throat wUlu'less. retired hOll tUching and Nas succeeded at 1I0ydtolln by htr sister.

She r"urnell to lIt ...... rket 10 lurn the dfusaakinq trade. and worked at thiS until
Januuy. 1891 IIhen She -arlied Mr. Alfred l. 1I0yll an(\ returned to 1I0ylltolll'l where
soon afler their &arriage they stilled on 101 33. concesSion 10. previol1S1y owned ~
Villi. lloyll. Altre'll's Uther. They lIere spuell 10 enjoy sixty·three yurs of
IliIrriefillife and lived the whole 01 Ihe tillt in the wicinity of lloydtONn. IIr. and
IIrS. lloyd had tltO children. lilyrtle 11l1S. Harry taner). and Ellar! Cladstone. whose
life history appurs elstlllltre In this book.

IIrs. lloyd knu the joys and ttialS 01 pioneer liwing. but having a keen interest in
all c_nity activities. aade her a valued .ellber 01 the uu. She lias very alert
and well pOSted on 1I0rid affairs and her lowe of reading lias .. conStant e(lucation to
her. She lias a lItaber Of the Public library unlil the lasl yUf of her lire and her
training as a needluo&an aade her outstanding in IhiS an. Hef 'ine crocneting •
kn,tting. ellillroidery an(\ dressuking were experlly done and she continued to 110ft at
it unt,l the very end ot her Ilfe.

Mrs. Lloyd seeaed to find liae lor all good 1I0rtS. She gave generouSly of her liae
and talents for the good of lhe conunity and was President of the WOlllen's Institute

, during 1919 and 1920. Thest Nere ditficult years ~ecause it was a ti"e 01,
readjust"ent after the strenuous years ot war work and Mrs. lloyd had thrown herself
IIhole·heartedly into it. She knewllhat il was to suffer the afterlMth 01 Will because
ht! only son lay in ChriStie SlIeel HOSpital wilh dOUbtful hopeS for the future. but
she worked tirelessly fOI the Brighl Ntw World N~ hoped Nas won.

IIrs. lloyd Nas an ardenl ae"ber of Ihe united Church and organized a Young ladies
Bible Class in 1917 and continued as it'S leader lor tllenty yurs. She lias President
of the loI(Nlen's I'liSsionary SociUy and attended tile .eelings until a fell lleeks before
ht! death. She lias blessed with good health and a very keen a,nd, a gracious
personality ano a cheer'ul dispoSition and lias lowed by all with Nho_ slle IIOrked.

IIr. and IIrs. lloyd had the unique uperience of living. not onl1 to eaCh pass their
four scor~ yeats and ten. but 10 ceJebUte both their ljolden and diaaoncllledding
anniversaries ancllltf( reted on these occasions by the; entire co_nity. 11110 knell
their fIne qualities and IliIrvellous contribution to sotiely and lowed and respected
thea for their txaspJe.



•,

lit. and Ilrs. Lloytt relirett 10 1l0yttloNn Nhen Ihe;r ttaughler antt son·in·laN look
over Ihe fal. but .ovett 10 ScholllbefQ in 1929 where they lived active InterUlinll
liyU until MrS. lloyd passed on on February 16th. 1954 in her 9iSt year and was
laid to rUI in Union Ce.f1ery. In passing She left her .ark on this eo_unity
whiCh eyeryone agffed was a bf11fr place because She had lived here. NO QlfalH
tribule could be paid 10 anyone. "She had done whal She could Ihroughout hff l0"ll
and busy Ii ff-.

Facts conllibuled by
Ilrs. H. Carter .



ElIIllla Jane Perry. sixth child in the family of twelve. was born on September 5th. 1665
on lot 34. concession 10. King Township. Her father. Henry Perry. was the second son
of the late RiChard Perry and Susannah Proctor. and was born in Ireland in 1624. coming
to canada in 1831 when Henry was seven years old and Settled on lot 24. concession 7 of
King TRwnship. Her 1lI0ther was Eli~abeth Galdiner. daughter of lieut. Gardiner or the
British Army.

When Henry and Elizabeth were lIIarried in 1654 they obtained lot 34. concession 10. on
which they lived the remainder of their lives and raised their large falllily. Who grew
up to scatter as far west as Winnipeg and Victoria to make thei r hOllIes. They
experienced all the hardships. privations. joyS and SOHOWS of pioneer farming and knew
what it meant to lIlake sacrifices to provide food and love and Sheller for their children.
They were deyout Christians and loyal to their churCh. St. Ilary IIagdaHnes in Lloydtown.
which they helped to establish, and brought up their family to follow in their foot steps.

ElIIu received her education at Lloydtown Public SchooL and then relilained at hOllle to
help lIith the taSk of homelllaking. There were fell opportunities for girls in those days
and her father did not believe in his daughters leaving home - his greateSt joy lias to
have his family around hi" in his own hOlle until they were ready to make homes of their
Olin. Consequently. She had a wide experience in pioneer lite and lias an accompliShed
hOllemaker. However. her life was not hum-dn;. because they lIere a happy family and
enjoyed eachdher's companionship. They entered whole·heartedly into the life of the
coltillunity and as Lloydtown was a very busy and ilportant centre at that tillle they did
not lack recreation and entertainment. They spent much tillle lIith church activities
and Since Elllllla lias very lIlusical She lias a lIember of Lloydtown's HOlen'S Band playing
a coronet with lIIuch skill, She was also organist at St. IIary IIagdalenes for twenty-
live years and on her re\irellenl received a beautiiU set of 110ss Rose dinnerware, frOIll
the congregation - a gift She treasured and used with pride throughout her long life.

On November 1st. 1893 Elllma llIarried Edward Harchant and lIIOyed to lot 14. conceSSion 8.
Teculll8eth, where their falllily of three sons Clarence. Viclor and Clifford. lias born.
Here also. I1rs. Mrchanl lound time to serve her church and was the organist there
while her husband was Superintendent 01 the Sunday School. Aftel eight years there they
reti red to the old Perry Homestead as Hr. and Mrs. Perry were becoming too old to manage
the farll and although "... and Mrs. Marchant purchased the farm hel parents were nOI
obliged to leave their old home. but relllained as lIelcome guests as long as they lived.
farming saw Ilany changes during these yeals. and Mr. I!archant progressed lIith the ti"es,
It lias ~ happy but strenuous life Since thiS lias the homestead and the parents were
still there. It was a cOlllmon thing for MrS. l'IarChanl to have at least 20 for dinner. as
the children call\e ho"e each Sunday to see their parents. This did not keep her frol
her church but She used to say. as they drove home. She would look in the yard as soon as
they passed the orchard. to see hOIl lIany guests She would have to prepare dinner for.
It was also the centre lor summer holidays and nieces and nephelS calle to the farm all
SUllllller long lor thei r turn for a week'S holidays.

Mrs. Harchant was a good neighbour and neighbours were needed in those days. Shel«luld
take tittle treats and spend a Whole day viSiting the sick and Shut-ins in the village.
She was always on hand when a neighbour needed help and She cared tenderly her aged
1I0ther until She passed away, She was President of the W.A. of her Church for lIany
years and was a Life l1elllber of the SlIIe. She was alsn President of the WOllen'S
Instilule in 1915. l6 and n. during lh~ busy war years when she drove every WedneSday
with horse and buggy to Sew for the Red Cross in the Masonic Hall.



In 1926, afler fifly-three yeMs on the farll of her birth, she anaher husband lIoved
to their pretty ne~ brick bungalow on l'I.lin Street in Scho~berg. ~htfe She ~as happy
to enjoy her retired life. serve her community and Church and lend her lovely floHers
for ~hich she had a great love.

T~o special evenfS Stood out in her laller years - on November 1st, J943 they
celebrated their fiftieth Wedding AnniverSMy Hhen frien(1s gathered rro~ neM and fM
to express lheir good ~ishes and sho~er thell ~ith gifts. II ~as a gala occasion and
the Institute sent fjo~erS to Sho~ lheir esteem, and on Septellber 51h. 1955 She Has
again honoured with a party on the occasion of her nintieth birlhday when she CUI he,
cake. received her friends and enjoye(1 their company.

"',s. MarChanl ~as blesse(1 ~ith goo(1 heallh, a raild disposilion an(1 a happy contenle(1
nature. She had a very keen meraory and could re-tell interesting slories of pioneer
life and in fac\, Has a source of inlor.ation for many Who had no record of births,
deaths, elc. She Has able to rellain in her own hOlle after she was widowed in 1952
and enjoyed an interesting life until She passe(1 qUielly allay in November. 1956 in her
nnd year. She ~as laid to rest in old St. MMy "'agdalenes Ce~etery and the people
1I0urned lhe passing of a senior citizen who left the conNun,ty a better place for
having lived there.

,



-
Kra.Leeson( Helen ) UcGowan

Urs.~cGowqn.the former Helen ~laine Averell,was born November tti
891,one of two children of the lsts James and Mrs.Averall who lived on

form about two miles north of Newton Robinson,on the Twelfth line of
West Gwl11imoury Township,Helen was born on this farm and also her
ahter, Daisy lHlis.lira.Avard1 passed away about two weeks after Daisll
WBe born snd Helen wss three yeara old.The family then went to live '
with their!!. Grandparenta. The glrlll received their education at Newton
Robinson puijlic Bohoal.In 1919 the home fa~ wss Bold and the family
moved to III Dixon Ave,Toranto,where Helen worked until her marriage
to Leeson UoGow8n,Se~t.20th1928.

Lesson came to Schomberg in 1924 and operated a Fancy and Dry goods
store in the south half of the store owned by Miss Attridge,and now
occupied by Roy ~ennings.His elderly father lived with him there aa did
also his widowed s1ster,Mrs.Frankie Arnold.A little lster he obtained
the business of Mr.Geo.Bannerman (now Crest Hardware) end operated a
general store until he purchased the business of Mr.Robt.Creighton.no.
owned by Ur.Cecil Henry.In March, I94S he sgain sold out snd moved to
Barrie where they now live in a vretty little bungalow on Inn1sfil St.

lfelen Joined the '/Jomen's Institute soon after coming to Scllomberg
and although she never held an e~ecutive office.her contribution to thG
organization was very great. Her home was always open for meetings and
her Co-operation and faithfulness to the work of the branch during the
war effort was outstanding. Their great love was the work of their
Church where Leeson was warden,Treasurer and Superintendant of the
Sunday School for many yesrs and Helen was tireless in her efforts for
the work of the W.A. of St.Yary Magdalene Anglican Church. They made a
fine contribution to the life of the community and were missed when
they moved from our midst.

,
•



Urs. ~rne8t (Lillian Clarke)Pearson

I wss born on a farm,north of Schomberg in Tecumseth Township. which
my Graudparents.~.end Mrs.Thomas Clarke. had cleared of bush and farmed
until their only 80n,~ father,Stephen Henry Clark married and took ov
the farm.1 still have a pair of brass candlesticks that was given my
mother by a pedlar 8S 8 wedding gift when he called at their home the
day after they were married.

I married Ernest J.Pearson.son of Ur.andMrs.James Pearson. in November
1909 and lived on his ~arent's farm until 1926 when we moved to Schombe~

where we have lived ever since with the exception of one year which we
sp~nt in Battle Creek,~ich.

I Joined the Women's Institute when it was organized in 1911 and ha~

been a member ever since with ter exception of th~ one year we were out
of the community. After Krs.Pearaons death we sold our home on north ~i

st.and bought a bungalow on ~lmwood Ave. but later as we realized we we
getting older and it was a long walk to the busineas section of the
village and to our Church, we sold again in 1962 and bought our present
home on Church St, where we hope to spend the remainder ot~our years
enJoying small town lite and friends.I have many interests in tne town
which keep me bUSy and makes life full and satiaifying and 1 would not
live elsewhere.Besides my Church,which is Presbyterian,and the Ins1itut
activities I am a Crarter Uamber of the Horticultural Society and a
Board Member of the ~ublic Library since it's beginning.! ~ happy to
have had a part in securing a new Library building and in tne renovatio
of the Community P.alb Which are both a credit to the village.To me Co·
oration ia the keynote to a auccesaful community and I hope I ahall

e ble to do my share in all good proJects as long es I am opared.

"LunCh Time at the Yavle Syrup Camp 1914"

cene is either in the sugar bush on the ~earson or McDonald
farm here the ladies have brought lunch to the men who are gatnering
aap and putting it in the huge tank from Which the ladies are drinking,
It w111 then be put into the kettlea to boil. %hese were kept boiling
conatantly until the oyrup was at the right consistency for straining.
Very often the kettles would be kept boiling all night.and t~e fires
kept burning with wood gathered in the bush.It was hard work but the
aparkling golden syrup was ample reward for their labor.



Kra.la~es{~liza} Pearson

~'The old tarm hOllle on Concenio>n 8, K1.~i
~ that was built by the late George Lount

~~ Pearaoniin 1856. All the wood tnat waa
uaed in the trim came trom one tree and
w.a all hand dreaaed.

Kra. Jamea Pearaon waa born on the 30th,ot June,I851 on a tarm near
Keatord in St. Vincent Township,Her parenta,Kr.and Mra.R,B.Lea~ena,nad

settled there when tirat married.Tbey had travelled by horee back trom
her grandparenta' ho~e near Picton in Prince Edward CountY,on their
Moneymoon. Kra. Peareon recei~ed ber education in tbe little achool
near her home,and whan ahe married Jamea Pearson,in tha year l877,ahe
came to live on the farm on the 8th,oonoeaaion of king where she li~ed
for nearly fifty yeara,and wbere their two children were born.A aon

~rnest and a dauahter Florence who graduated a. a nurse and died duriD8
the Flu.epidelllic in 1918.~rn*8t aaeilted with tbe tarm unlil 1926 when
they aold it to Kr.Robert Hulse and retired to Scbomberg. Their anoeator3
were United ~pire Loyalists and quaker Itook and the etory of the
Pearson family reaohea tar baok in pioneer history of York County,Their
family history ia recorded in the pionaer historiel appearing in anoth~

seotion.Mrs. Pearaon wae a woman of oharming peraonality and waa very
capable and intelligent. She was interelted in e~ery movement that stood
for better community life and waw '0 enthused about tha principala of
the Women'a lnatitute ahe labored tor the Olganization of the branch
that baa tlouriahed in Schomberg tor more thaD halt a century. She made
beraelf ao well informed of the constitution that ahe became the firat
Preeident and r~ined acti~e .. long as ahe was p~.ioally able. Ber
apacioua tarm home waa e~er at tbe diapoaal of the branch for ~etinia

and eocial aoti~itiea and recorda re~eal the wonderful foundation and
leadership ahe ga~e to the brancb.ahe brought honor to the branch by
be ins choaen a Dietrict Preaident and assisted in organizing :any new
branchea. In thia work ahe had the pleaaure of working with Mrs.Xffie
O.Charlea of Aurora aa District SecretarY,who.l think haa done more to
further the work ot the Y.I, ia thia County than any other eing~e WOmaD
and who became so endeared to the wOlllen of rural Borth York.

»r,andKra.Pearson made their home with their aon and daughter-in-law
after their retirement, on Main st. where Kr.Peareon died in 1931 and
M~s.Pearaon paeaed quietly to her reward on Christmaa day 1947 leaving
the community poorer for her pa'aing but richer ~~-n& ng lived in
our Illid:,::;,:,_==-__



WS (BjhTJm) SCi

'\,

I Vias~ in the dty of Hamilton, Ontario, th;only child of
Lavera Brorm and Irvine Fran~lin Bartlett. I received my education
at Hamilton public schooh and Coller;iate Institute and later
graduated from Toronto Normal School. I also received a good musical
education,

After teaching for tv/o years on the Toronto staff, I ~as married to
George OVien Shoults, and we went to Quebec Province where ~e lived
for five years in a mining to~. My husband was Lubrication Engineer
with the Johns Mansville Co~~any there.

After spending t~ more years in Cornwall, Ontario, .e returned to
Schomberg district where we have lived for the past t~enty-eight

years.

In religion, we are membars or the United Church, being originally
Methodist.

I have al~ays been keenly intere~ted in Institute wor~ - in f, ct,
it mi&ht be described as my ~hobby". I have been a member of
SChacberg Wocensl Institute tor twenty-five years, during which
period I have held the offices or District Director ~nd President,
and have been President of Centre York District for a three year
period from 1956-1959.

I have also been active in the work of Scho::lberg Library board for
over twenty years, ho1d~ the offices of Director ,nc. t'resident.

We raised two chilc.ren, a son ~~ a daughter. Our daughte., Beverley,
is now married and living at Clarkson, ano re h&ve one granddaughter,
Lynua. OUr son, DaVid, has finished his education ~nd now ~orks n
Toronto.

I I hope that I ~y ba spared for oany more years to ~ork for my family,
t corrununity and Institute.

The hOl,e th~t \,C now occupy is over one hundred years old. We
purc~sed the property in 1938 frOM Mrs. ~m. Fercuson, and have
reSided here for a period of: tweuty-four years. 1.lr. end I.:rs. We!.
Fercuson and facily o~~ed the property for eiGhteen yeers, end they
had purchased it it. 1920 from :.Ir. nd Mrs. Fred Ztrllnf""Y.



Mrs. Louise (Dodds)

I, Myrtle Louise Skinner, eldest daughter of Ira Do sand R th Hall
was born in Ki~g Township on lot 25, concession eleven, the fatm my grand­
father had he~n out of virgin forest, a d on it built a solid brick house
which is still in good condition although well over one hundred years old.
It is now owned and occupied by my nephew Reg. Rainey, a great grandson~
the original owner. The farm has never been Out of the fa~ily connection
and his children are the fifth generation to live in the old home to which

my mother came as a bride.
O"r family consisted of five dauchters- Eva (krs. Jonn Rainey); Kazel

(~rs. Geo. Leonard) now deceased; Elma (Mrs. R. Rae); Della (Mrs. J. O'Neill
and myself. Imarried Blake Skinner, son of Mr. and Mrs. GeorCe Skinner
of Schomberg in 1915 and settle~ On the farm just west of the village, now
ownea and occupied by Wilfred Aitchison. ~e lived here for seven years and
in 1922 we sold out to ;,r. Smith Dixon ;f Beeton and moved to our present
home on KiLg St. in Schorberg, when my husband Nent into partnership ,ith
his father in the butcher b siness. Here he contirued after his father's
deatn until 1950 when he sold tJe business to Pat Ryan. Since that time
he has driven a school bus transporting high sC'C1ool students, first to
Aurora District Hil'h School and r.ow to Kine Composite School at KiIeg City.
The house we now live in was bUilt of bricks taken from an old hotel in
Lloydtown, which was a thriving to~n in the last century. Our family consts
ts of two sons, Donald and Jack, Both are married, live in Toronto, and
are employed by t ,e Bell Telephone Company.

My out-of- the- home interests lie in my Church ,The U~ited C~urch, to
which I have aluays been a member,and ir. the past held the office of

President of the 1';.M.S.and V;.A. for l:early twe..ty years.I am also a member
of the Ilorticultural Societ,' and am keenly interested i. the Public Library.
I have been a member of the Women's Instit\,lte almost since its organization
in our villare in 1911, but not having attended the organization meeting

I am not a chart er member.

Submitted by - Loui~e Skinner.

Modesty forbids ~rs. Skinner to reveal her whole story, but I have her
permission to record SOfie of the things I know to be facts from sca~ning

the minute books I nave in my 'ossession. Mrs. Skinner has been,and i~deed

still is,an outstanding member in her exemplification of the Creed of the
\'Iomen's Instit' te.Her continued interest and participation in work of our
branch has been an inspiration to many and her contribution in service can
not be estimated- suffice it to say, I have never known nen to refuse co­
opelt'ation and assistallce in any worth while cause •

I~have read the minute books of the past forty years (Unfortunately the
records of the first ten years were destroyed) a~d they tell a story of
continued interest and service. Her home seemed ~lways open for meetings
She held the office of [ec'y Treas. in 1920-24 ,and of President in 1940.
When standing committees were introdoced in 1903 she accepted ohe office
of Home Economics conver.er .Two years later she changed to Co~unity

Activities and held this office for several years .From then on her name
appears on nearly every slate of officers as either a Director or a conven
er. I'men war came,and the Institute affiliated with the Red Cross for
greater service Mrs. Skinner represented the Institute on the Services
committee and worked tirelessly in the strenuous tasks allotted to her.
Time and space does not permit to tell of all the activities that have bee"
accomplished through her co-operation but if every member of t~e ~omen's
Institute contributed as much effort ,we would have a tremendous force
for good in both llome and Country.

O.H.M.



"
,""-,(Cora) Roy Step~e

I \.85 bbrn on February, 26th, 1912 . on the eighth concession of King
Township jon the farm now ovmed by Hugh Hamilton. I an the oldest of the
family of five born to Leonard Baguley and his wife, the former Edna
Courtney, When I was Three years old I moved with my parents to a farm east
of Dunkerron in West Guil11mbury To~nship where we lived for three years
before moving to another farm six miles south of Schomberg, near j;obleton
I attended l;obleton Public School and r;obleton United Church.

On May the 22nd I married Roy Stephenson, son of Joseph Step'-.enson
and iiane Whitmore of Kettleby Onto and lived on a farm east of Woodbridge
for three years where our first son, Leonard Joseph w~s born on July 9th

1938. On April 19 th 1939 we sold our farm and purchased our preselt home
at the north end of Main St. knO,ffi as the Frizzel property. Since coming
here we have had three more children- Annie Esther born Jan. 16 ,1940
Douglas Henry, born March I8th,I941 and Mary Carol born Dec.I8th,I946.
My husband is employed with the Burnel Graham Lumber Co.

I have al~ays had a keen interest in the Women's Institute and have
been a member over twenty years • I have been Pianist for a great many
years and convener of many of the standing Cow~ittees.1 en oy WOrkin! with
all denominations in one organization and feel that the Women's L~st tu
does a freat deal to further good citizenship.

From searching the history of our home, we find it is probably
around one hundred years old. The first ovmer we know of waz Mr. Frank
Brown who sold it to the Misses Margaret and Matilda Cain who in turn
sold it to iJr. Jos. Fizzell from whom ~e purchased it in 1939.



~r8.lra(Kary ~llen) Shaw
~

•

Uary ~llen Spring wa. born on June 25th 1860.She .a. the fourth ~ild
of W1l118111 Spring and I.!artha Edwarde Spring. Her rather had a whee:rwri:g~_
ht ehov in Schomberg but later eold it and mov8d to _ tarm on the tifth
eone88eion ot King Town_hip.tollowing thill Ile mov"d hiB falll11y to s tarm
at ~llen.ood, later retiring to Toronto where he died at the age ot 86.
Hie wite survived him and lived to the grand old age of 92 year I in
Ipite ot the strenuoul life ot pioneer fsrming.

Kary married Ira Shaw on ieb.22nd 1882 and eaae to live on lot 26 of
the 8th. concession ot King where they tarllled until Kr.Shsw'a d"ath in
1916. He had the unique experience of owning and operating one of the
tiret threlhing maohinee in the community.Combining and even aucmer fieM
threahing were unknown in thoe. dayl.lt was a tull eeaaon. 80rk to cut
the grain with a horee drawn binder, then atook the .heevel in long rowl
to be later ~uled into the barn,with horels and wagon. and atored away
in the .pecioue mowa.When the harve.t had been gathered and the other
tall work co~leted Kr,Shaw would go trom ta~ to tarm 8ith hi. Itealll
pro~elled engine,threahina machine and .ater tank,and with the help ot
about a do~en neighbor',one by one ot the ta~r' ... their bin. tilled
with golden grain,an enorlllOu, pile ot yellow chatt tor winter teed and
a huge atra••taek in th. barnyard tor .weet clean bedding tor all hia
liveatock.Wow the tarllllr could heava a aigh ot reliet tor hia harveat
w.a tiniahed and he could .ee the return tor hia aontha of labor. Mr.
Sn.-'a threlhing ~chine waa not one of the etticient kind that 10llle ot
thi. generation may atill remelllber;everything wae .till dona the hard
way. The .heaves were thrown froa the 1II0W' by an organized row ot lIIen
pea'ing them from one to another until they landed on the table ot the
machine where another man .tood and cut the band ot the .hea! ,and .ti~

another fed it carefully into thr machine.When the tlow ot golden grain
poured out the aide ot~the machine it .ae caught in hamper. and carried
by hand to the waiting bina.fhil aa' called ·carrying the boxea-. fhere
.ae 10lllething tine about thoae threahing beea,.omething that can never
be replaced in the pureuit ot tarming-Friendship, Co-operation,and a
teeling ot aChievament With otten a little deviltry to"liven thinga up·
Which saw neighborlineee and good will at ita beet.And the wom~n were a
vital part ot it all,tor aa aoon ae they the machine approaching their
neighborhood they knew their turn aould eoon be oom1ng and by the time
itfturned in at their particular iat~ and the water tank waa hauled to
th' well or creek for tilling,the pantry shelves were tilled with rows
ot pies,bowls ot fruit snd picklea and other good thinge and the old
kitchen table stretched to tull length,tor sll thoee hungry,cold and
dimty men were Gerved .ith the moet nourishing food tor both dinner and
eupper aherever they worked snd no-one ever knew ot an eight hour day ~
a torty hour week.

Kr.and Krs.Shaw raiaed four children;William, Ethel, Clere and Olive
and lived on the tarm until Ur.Shaw'a death .hen Ure.Shaw came to make
her home with her dauahter ~thel-Kre,¥~rveyLeonard,unlil her death on
~.b lith. 1938 at the eae of 78 year••

Mr •• Sha. wae very intereeted in Community activities and .as a Cbarte~
Kember ot the Wo~n'e Institute and • moat energetic Preeident tor two
year. tollowin~ our firet Pre.ident Kre.Jaa.Peereon.Untortunately litt~
importance aas placed on preeerving the old lIIinute bookS and the one
containing the tirat ten yeare of our activity haG been deatroyed.Thie
is very untortunste because tbe record. ot eome ot our IIIOSt illuatrious
Fresidente bas been loet toreyer.Pow,ver .e bave tbe record ot .ra.
St.... good aork tor-l'Iome and Country as hi. 'h h
President in 1936-37. a e aga n eerve t"e rane aa



It was ~uring this time that a great interest was created to have
musio taught in the schools and through ~rs, Shaw's untiring efforts
this was made possible for both Schomberg and Lloydtown schools, ~uch

of the money raised for the work of the branch in those daY8 was
rai8ed by catering to ouppers.and it i8 interesting to note in thi8
year the ladies catere~ to two banquets; charging 30' per plate to
the Veterans and 35~ per.plate to the Ussonic Order,because they wsnted
~A few extra frilla"- so the minutes read, Christmas baskets for the
needy were the responsibility of the Institute then and twelve were
packed thst year.A complete layette waa made by the members to be held
in the care of the Institute and be at the disposal of either Doctor to
be used by any needy mother until further assistance could be arranged
for the family. Financial assistsnce was given,as wel1&s a new book
case to the Library,and oash grants to both the Gchool Fair and the
Agricultural Society, The highlight of that year was the celebration cf
the twenty-fifth anniveroary of the brandh, Yany distinguished guests
~ere entertained and a delightful program prepared to celebrate the
quarter century of service tc the community, These are Just a few of the
things undertaken and accomplished during Mrs,Shaw's presidency, Her
oontribution to the community through the medium of the Women'o Institute
untireing as well ao inspiring and her mild and kindly peroonality
made it a delight to associate with her,

There could be no more appropriate place for theoe old pictures
which depict harvesting operations in the early vart of the century
then with this family whose life was so closely assooiated With
with this type of harvest.

No 1_ The field of neatly stooked grain

No 2_

No 3­

No 4_

Loading the wagon With sheaves

On the way to the barn

in the barnyard after the threshing.



Uary Hackenzie) Thomas

I,the former Karen Xary Uackenzie Sutton,was born in ewcastle-on-Tyne
in ~arch 1930.1 am the only child of my ship_owner father,who has since
retired from business and is living in Scotland. This north-eastern
corner of ~gland is noted for it's mining and ship~ing industries and
the biting winds blowing from tha North Sea which penetrates the MOst
solid of houseS,but play a considerable part in developing the hardy
and tenacious character of the people.

1 ~ent to a co-educational boarding school at the age of 8 years,a
school just a few miles from St.Albans,an ancient Roman town where there
are still relics of those great people who laid their straight roads the
length and breadth of ~gland.I spent 10 years at this school,although
during the war,the younger children,with myself were evacuated to a
country house in Devon where we all had to use pencils for fear of
desecrating the beautiful Adam rosnlle-pieces in every downstairs room.
During these years I had my first taste of farming,as,due to the short­
age of labor the children were allowed to go to help the local farmers
two afternoons a week. These experiences were looked forward to with
great anticipation and I never again expect to derive so much pleasure
from an afternoon spent scrambling in the dirt for an unending number
of potatoes,which were showered over UI by a vicious machine.I can also
remember vying for the ohanoe of doing the daily 250 hand pumps re~uire
to fill the upstairs oisterns whioh supplied running wa~er to the farm
house. Raying time is the same the world over,with the exception of the
Devonshire man who is never far from his bottle of home-made apple cideP
hidden in the hedgecowa,frequently sampled byself.lremember tnedreadful
day 1 found someone had put oold tea in his bottle;Ugh;I spent many a
happy holiday on a nearby farm,and alao on the Devonshire Coast where
we swam every day during the a~r and lived in a little thatched
oottage with no indoor plumbing. I wss very fortunate to be in an area
where there waa very little bombing,and when the war ended in 1945 and
15 years old I was only just beooming aware of the disastrous period
we hadnall survived.

When I left SchOOl at 17 I went to Lanaauve in Swit~erland for a
year where I suffereo from extreme homesickness and waB very thankful
to hetu~n home. iven my magnifioent view from my window at Lake Geneva
and Uount Blanc in the distance,ano the amount of French I had learned
did not seem to me,at that time,to compensate for t~e anguish of being
so far from home and family. 1 have never suffered from homeaicknea8
sinoe that time 80 I think 1 muat be immune.On my return home I lived
in London With my mother and wo~ked for six months for a man who made
gloves in fabric.These gloves were often made to matoh a hat or gown
snd were of the moet beautiful fabrics 1 have ever seen-Chine8e 8ilke
and thick springy satins.gold brocade and g08aamer lace.~~ even H~de b
pAir of net glDves for a film atar.l did not stay long at this job as
I;·kound I required a more active occupation than 8Hting all day.l
worked for a large department store in the paper pattern department
later moving to fabrics which was quite disaatrous,a8 I love to sew and
spent all my spare money on lengths of cloth. 1 enjoyed this work as
you meet so m any interesting people every day.

During this time I met my huaband and we were married on a cold lun­
shiney December day in I95I.As this was an unseasonable time of yesr fo~

a honeymoon we saved our trip until the summer. "Ie travelled 3500 Idles
on the European Continent 'n a 1937 model motor cycle. Oh, those unfor~

getable days on the pillion.We had plenty of repairs to make on the way
but people everywhere are so kind and fascinating. One young mechanio in
Italyhad his workshop in a beautiful oave in the mountain aide.around w
Which the road was winding, but we had plenty cf time snd nocownitments
so an extra day or two spent in one place didn't matter.We packed campi~g

WId were away Ji weeks,having_2 '15 to spend,which ia $22'l.althougb.
actually worth more in value of goods.An excellent meal 1n France in
an unpretentious inn cost us $3 each. We travelled through Franoe to
the Rlvieraand along the winding road slung between mountain and sea
to Italy,
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We saw the Leaning Tower of Pisa,but were far more fascinated by the
beautiful church beside it.The sculvtures and mur~ls are wonderful,and
we found in all Italy,that all the churches,even in the poorest distri
had these paintings on tae walls. Sometimes outside,and sometimes insid~

Alao there were many little wayside shrines,and a figure of Christ with
aposy of flowers beneath it.We spent three days in Rome,90t long enough
of couree to see everything,but we did enJoy the old Roman Forum and the
many many sculptures.-also of ccurse e~cellent spaghetti.The Italians
eat spaghetti &s an appetizer but we found it a meal in itself. In fact
we found that the fsrther south we travelled the more beautifuL the chu~

rcheB became,and also the tastier the spaghetti.That these two conclusi~

ons have any connection 1s a matter of conJecture.
We left Rome snd crossed to the Adriatic Coast where the sea is warm

and that wonderful translucent green.We went to sce the famous mcsiacs'
They are everywhere,walls ceilings and floors.Ne~t,Venicewhich needs
nc introduction but I won't 8ay anything about the aroma of fish and
tpe other unpleasant smells which 8ssail the nostrils.However by the ~

time we were ready to leave we had become more or less accustomed to i~

Then we went across ~crthern ItlY,crossing the frontier to France at
Grenoble".We had to hurry home as funds were getting low and for this
reason were unable to stop in Paris.

~y son, ~dward John, was born in 1953 and when he was one year old
we left him with my mother and took another trip to th~ Continent.Thia
time we had a newer model Vincent Comet motor cyc1e.We had a side_car
in it for taking baby l:.dward but for t,.e trip we re~40ved this as the
side car would be cn ta", inaide of the road on t .. e Continent and I felt
safer on the ~i11ion anyway.We had a better tent and a little more
money this trip."lIe travelled aero sa France,through Luxemburg,wh"'re we
followed t"", river Rhine up to Cologne,The old chateaux on tne Rhine,
surro~nded by vin<!yards,are a beautiful sight,as was also the Schwartz.
wo1d(~lack Forest)and th<! mountains cf Austria,We were unfortunat<! in
having a very wet summ<!r for this trip,but we ",<!re lucky in that w<! cou
ld spend a few of the worst nights in hotela.~e crossed from Austria to
Italy tnrough those rocky veaks ot ~ointing tingers~not yet having had
time to be weathered into a more graceful shape.We spent a few days her
and returned hOlne across the mountains bet..een France and Italy.Again a
mad dash home,this time because I missed my son and could'nt bear to be
away from him any 10nger.Needless to say ~dward was far too young to
miss his mother,as long as his personal wante were attended tc.

The place I enJoyed most on all our travels was Italy,particularily
the southern regicns.

My daughter , Joanna ~ary, was born in I955.During these years since
our marriage,my husband,George,had been studying Engineering under a
scholarship grant from be exiled Polish Government.These grante were
available to Boles who had served in the Fo1tsh forcss during the war.
After George obtained his Degree in Engineering he ..orked in a local
firm of engineering ccnsultants.At this time the Suez Canal crises was
much in the new. and petrol(gas) wss rationed and very costly.George
and I began to fenr tor trle future of £ng1and and for our children,and
our concern led us to the oonclusion that we ahould oonsider moving.
We decided on Canada and came here in Luly 1951 to spend a week in Yont
real where for the first time in three years my French was a great h"'lp
to us.I am very surprised that French is not taught in tne schools here
at an early age,as I had always thought that Canadians .. ere bi~lingual
We came on to Toronto aa the prospects ot work wer'" not as good in
Yontreal.We had wanted to go to Scheffervil1e but they were not hiring
men at that time.

In Toronto we lived in an avartm"'nt for one ysar,and George had work
with a fir~ cn Dundas St.~est.During the latter part of this year we
oame to the ccnclusion that city life was not for uS,and we started
looking for a home on land within eommuting distanc<! of the city,It is
hard to imagine the derelict and delapidated condition of some of th<!
dwellings and barns we inspected.However we eventually mansged to find
the farm where we now liveand are remod<!lling the old farmhouse in slow
stages.We int"'nd to keep a few animals to amuse the children and as a
hobby.We have already found tilis too e~pensive a pastime and ended by
~uilding a new barn and at the time of writing I manage a herd of
twenty sows while my husband works at his Job in Toronto.
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My family in England were very sceptical when we became interested

in a farm,ae an uncle of mine had done ~xaotly the S8mB thing in Canada
away back in the 19208 snd had los. his shirt,as the saying goes.Now we
feel it 1s up to us to prove tllat ,"very individual is different in
himself and owes th18 part to othan in order that Vll! shall not all be
cast in the same mould.

Our children are now attending tile Schomberg School snd it 18 my dell..
rast wieh that we may be able to live in this district for many more
yesl's to come.! joined the \Yemen's Institute in 1958 and. 80 am only a
short term member,but I am grateful to all for making tats ~art of the
world such a good place to live in snd for Vroviding so much of what is
worthwhile in life,measured in richness of soul.

Ksren ~.Thoma&. ~rch,I963.



Mrs. TM",pson when slle was
eighty-five years old. She
is now over ninety and has
Still a wonderful personal·
i ty. we are proud of our
pioneer mem~ers.

Mrs. Thompson was born in the year 1868 in Albion Township, County of PeeL She was
the eldest daughter of Sarah ana George Hall who came from €ngland. She attended ra.
~olfe public school .and bec.ame a member of the 12th line ~ing Methodist Church.

Ruth Hall ( at thaI time) ~arried Ira we~o Dodds in 1893 and had Six girls, five of
whom are still living - louise (Mrs, Blake Skinner); Eva (M'S. JoM Rainey); Haul
(M'S. George Leonard); Elr:ta (Mrs. Douglas Rae) and Della (Mrs. Hmes O'~leilll, She
car:te as a Oride to her husoand's fanll, lot 25, concession II. where hiS father, John
DoddS settled and cleared the farm and built the su~stantial brick house that has been
st,mding well over one hundred years, and n(tl serves the fiflh generation as their
home. Mrs. Tho",pson kMWS what it was to share the ardorous taSkS of pionee, farming.
and the experience of raising a fa.1li1y without the conveniences and comforts of preSent
day living.

Her hUSband di ed in 1912 and She lived in Schomberg \lnt i I 19JO when She marri ed Harold
Thompson and lived on his farl1l. lot 20. concession 10. fie died in 1939,

Mrs, Thompson is now living in her house io Schomberg which She pu,chased in 1915. She
is a member of the United ChurCh and celebrated he' 90th birthday on January 3rd,

She has been a mel'lber of the Women's Inslitute almost since it's inceptioo and did
excellent work through the war years, and scanniog the old minute bookS he, name
appears wherever there was work to be done, She was very generous alSO in openeing
he, home for meetings and many happy limes are recorded both at her farm hor:te aod in
town,

unfortunately, he, health will oot permit her to get out to the ~eetings oor to her
ClftHch. but She is wonderfully alert and able to care for herself in her own home
w~\ch shr now Shares ~ith her d~ughter, Mrs. Rainey.

Time passes on, aod since this story has been written Mrs. T~ompson paSSed
peacefully to her reward on t~e morninq of December 10th, 1958 aM was laid to rest
io Laurel Hill Cemetery, 801ton, Ontario on December 121h, She was bright and
cheerful throughout her long life and will ~e remembered for having left IhiS
COl:1munity a beller place for having li~ed here.
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IV. ana /'Irs. Taylor in fronl of
thei r home in Schomberg juSt a
Shorl lillt beroft Mr. Urlo. passed
on in 1'154.

I Mas bQrn in Ihe townShip or TecuI5Uh in lhe year 1't1J /'Iy father. Thollas 111111"_
Williamson, was a carpenter ano Nilh his wife Sarah P<llilcr. lived in a sliall houH on
lht corner Qf Nhat is noN Edison HaSting's far., There Weft three boys and three girls
in our fa'ily and lie later _oved to a far_ on lhe IONn)ine bellleen King and Albion. On
Hove-ber 301~. 1898 I lias .,uricd to George taylor. son of Jere.ian Taylor and Jane
Stuart. and lit _ade 01,1. ho~ on Iht fifth (onCUS;I>" Of Albion where lit far.ell for four
years. We then purch(lsell a Ur. at MOUn! Wolfe on tht ltnth conceSSion of Albion lihue
lit jiyed Ilappily and lli/sily Nitll our fallily 01 fOllf SOlIS ¥HI one daughter lor lllfnt)'­
eight yurs. Ife altended the Anglican CIlIHch ilt Palgrave lI1ltre ., husband lias iI lIanlen
and a dn-out servant 01 the ChUrch. [lias very busy aJl(! interUtt<l in the lIeHare of
the churCh also and lias a .ellbH of tht II.A. lhere. II)' husband lias also a Iluber of
Albion TOIlnShip Council for eln-tIl yurs and IIi1S vety inlHested in all co_nily altairs.

on April 151, 1931 lit gave up far.ing; our son lalling OVH the far.; and lie boullht a
house in the villalle of SchollbHll on Churth SueH, bellleen the Reclory and the
Anglican Church. lie lIanted to have a hOlle nur lhe church so lie could all end lhe
services regularly as we had been aCClJstolled to do. I joined the II.A. Ilhen we C.Jlle
here and lias Treasurer of our Church for uny yurs. I alSO joined the WOllen's
Institute for r always thoullht it was such a worth Ilhile organizalion and gave all
denOllinalions an opportunity 10 work together which is a good lhing in any couunity.
The II. J. lias qui te in; IS inf ancy at that li Ilf and the lIee t ings litre held in till! hOlies
of those 11110 had houses large enoUQh 10 aCclNlOdale lhell. Then as the Ilellbership grell
the lleHings lIere held in lhe rOOlls over the [-e>uial 831'1k, IIlltre lie also 1I0rked tor
the Red Cross and later lie took over rOO&5 in lhe TOlin Hall IIhere it is still going
fOtllard. Tile Ileelings lIere illlIays interesting alld instu.ctive and I felt thtrt lias
always SOIlHhing 10 gain by atltnding thtll.

Wt lIere very Ilappy in ScllQlIbUg until., husband passed allay in 1954 alld since., heallh
was not so good I IItnt to livt lIith ay daughter, IIrs. R<lylloncl Woods, on tilt farll and
l<lttr calle lIith tlltll to TOllenhiJll to aakt.., hOllt.

I havt a lIarll ffeling for the friendS 1 Iladt in ScllQllberg and return at every opportunity
to v~Si I IIi lh lhell Ilhtre I all allla~s lIarllly llelCOlled.
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Lord and Lady Tweedsmnlr



"MollS. ADELAIDE flDDDLESS"

Founder of the first Women's Institute in the World
at Stoney Creek, OntariO. February 19th, 1897.

'irs. Hoodless was born on a farm near 51. George.
Ontario in 1857 where a cairn was erected to her
memory by the Women's Institutes Of Brant County.

Her love and sympathy were for the rural people; to
whom she dedicated her life; to help them raise the
standard of homemaking to the highest possible level.



1. To help wo.en acquire sound and approved praclices for ~reater ho.e efficiency.

z. To discovtr. stillUlate and train leadership.

3. To develop a .ore abu,,",ant life in our rllral co_unilies and a deeper apprec-

ialion of the thingS near at hand.

4. To develop bttter. happier and lore useful citizens.

OPENING OOE--------
(Tune - Auld Lang Syne.)

A goodly thing il is to ~eet

In FriendShip's circle bright,
Where nothing stainS the pleasure sweet

nor di.S the radiant light.
NO unkind word Ollr lips shall pass,

NO envy sour the .ind,
But each shall seek the co~on weal,

The good of all .ankind.

•,

Keep uS 0 lord frO. pettiness; let us be
large ,n thought. in word and deed;

Let liS be done IIi th faull finding and leave orr self seeking;
"ay we put away all pretence and .eet

each other face to face. without self pity and without prejUdice;
May we never be hasty in judgllent and always generous;

Teach us to put into action our better i~pulses

straightforward and unafraid;
Let uS take time for all things; make us grow

calm. serene. gentle;
Grant that we may realize that it is the little things

that create differences; that in the
big things of Ii fe we are one

And ~ay we Strive to touch and know Ihe
great hUlan heart co••on to uS all. and
o Lord God let uS not forget to be kind.
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~VRfArH~Rwho art in: n
I!!J:'heav6J!1.hallowedbe thy,

name. u-hy kil\gdom come.
. U:hy will be done on earth
~. as it is in hes.ven.q)ive us

this day o\xr daily bread,
and for~ive us OU'l' t re
passes as we fortive those
who trespass agall\St us;
ana lead."Us Ylot into temp­
tation; but d-eliver us hom
evil. J'tr thine is the kint­
dom"aJId the poweY' and"
the tlory, fo.... ever: Amsn,
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I sptak tor.y -.ost efficient cOM.ittee as lIell as
.yself lI~en I say t~e ~appy privIlege I~at is ours in attempting
to COlpile t~iS TlIeedSmuir History lakes us both prOUd and hUlble.
To study and explore our Pioneer History is lOSt faScinating; but
to preserve the fine traditions and pay just tribute to t~e lIIen
and lIomen w~o have been the builders of our heritage is an honour
and a reSponsibility.

[t is our desire to cOlpile these priceless recordS, IIhich
are fast slipping frOI our reach lIit~ as .uc~ detail and accuracy
as possible, KuC~ of t~e infor.ation lie have gltaned, frOI the
annals of t~e past, has been a revelation even 10 those of us
IIho are responsible for the co_pi lation of t~is book, We have
done extenSive researc~ to obtain knowledge and facts. and if
any ilportant events have been olitted. or if slight errors are
rOund. our deepest apologies to those concerned, lie are
desirous to deal wit~ taCh i~Orlanl subject ind,vidually. as
far as pOSSible, for rtaSons ot silpliClty as lIell as interest,
but sOle inSlanCeS tie in so closely with ot~ers t~ere aay be
sOle overlapping. So.e ~ave cOle and gone but in passing ~ave

lett an influence on t~e progress and development of our
COMmunity. we ~ave done our best to draw a true picture as
tile larches on and "we treasure the past but face the future".

we wish to express our deepest appreciation to t~ose kind
people - the Secretaries of our variouS organizations, churches,
lodges and the many interested local citizens who have in any way
assisted 'oji th data and inforlution, and wi thout whose splendid
co-operation Such an undertaking could never have been possible;
and to those 'ojho have given pictures and clippings of historical
value for the compilation of this TweedSllluir History, and
especially to the typist, l'Irs. Gwyn (l'Iarc~ant) Preston. for
having given so generously of her spare ti.e to type theSe lany •
• any pages so attractively and legibly. we are elernally grateful.
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Officers conducting the Historical
Research ~,eeling at the home of Ihe
convener, MIS. C. {-'arehan!. when
arrangementS were completed to
commence our Tweedsmuir History
Book - January, 1958.

l. Mrs. F. Baguley - Secretary

R. Mrs. Cecil :.IatSon • President

Tlleedsmuir History Committee in charge of the program.

Left to Right: Mrs. C. Marchan\. Mrs. G. Shoults, Mrs. E. Cooper, Mrs. R. HiscoCks

Mrs. W. Aitchison (HOStess) in the centre.

+-,..' '., -

Mrs. E. Cooper and Mrs. R.
HiscockS ready to receive
the members at lhis historic
meeting.
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THE INSTIWTE STORY

"At a Wentworth farmers I meeting
Held in Guelph - - at O.A.C.
Erlarrl Lee was there __ aOO listened
to a woman mak e a plea.
To refonn our education
for this system will not do;
Teach our girls do~estic science
And the art of sewing too.
So impressed with Nrs. Hoedless
Was the public spirited Lee,
He invited her to Saltfieet
'Twas an opportunity.
On the nineteenth of February
l'lith the mercul'J' dipping low
One hundred fai thful women
Faced the bi tter co14 and snow,
With the cloak around their bonnets
For the winter wind was bleak,
They hitched Dobbin to the cutter
And set out for Stoney Creek.
What a memorable occasio~

As an acorn seed took root,
For t hose pioneer l'iOillen
Were the Mother Institute.
They promoted other branches
(So rr:y story does unfold),
And for Guelph and Queen Victoria
They chose the Blue and Gold.
Ho:ne and Country was their motto,
Adelaide Hoodless did advise,
Arrl a little oak kept growing
Till it £rew to quite a si2e1
Branches spread across the province,
Then they reached fret:! sea to sea,
To form two Federations
of F.'d.IO ani F.\oI.I.C. -
To the States the torch was carried,
Then to count ries overseas _
England, Scotland, \'1ale5 and Holland,
Belgium, France and Gernany.
On and on through other nations
Rural women joined the thropg,
of the A.C.\oI.W.
To which each of US belong.
It is our seventy-fifth birthday
An:!. I think ~ story's told.
Let us wear our colours proudly
The Royal blue and gold."

•

- CCClPOSed by Hrs. Percy Muir, }{i~e5ing.
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ll1,t.o.,. of Fede!'3ted WoAen's Institutes of Ontario
PJ'ept.red Il1ld given at tu.storic.l Researeh Meeting - June 1972

by OUe H. *rehsnt

I would like to introduce rq rev n=arka bT drsvill& ;your attention to thh love1¥" new
book published bT the Federated \ik:Qen" Insthutes or ~t.arlo this ;reu to e: e 'nte
the 75th AnniYel"S&ry or the rounding oC the lrIc.m'. Institute of ~t.ario. I Illlder_
st.snd it.. is to be the g1.tt ot OUl" Bl"anch to QUI" Public l.ibrsry, to!" which I &lII very
pl"OUli an:l Vlen placed on the shelt there I tl"\lst it will be oorroll8d am rea<i b;r wery
",ember or our Branch. The last such book .... published in 1948 in ~ation ot
the 50tb Annivel"$&ry and ...s ca.l1ed -SO ;rear. ot Aehieve=ent-. Bot.h books lJhould be
reac bT eve17 Ill_be!' ot the \i.I. to appreciate the oapitude ot the vorlc t'-t ha. been
accoc::plished - n¢ only in ~t.ario, in which the JlIl)¥elllent round its oripn, but. Car
and. wide 'Cl"OllS the world.

The first W.I. in the >lQrld. was organized in Saltnest 1'ownship, Wentworth County, on
rebrusl}' 19, 1897, in the Village or Stotl"Y Creek - one of Ontario's w»t t8.lllOU$ spots
for _flY historical rea-Ilona, ani where yearly, thOUSands of twrists visit, sttracted
by the stately IIa'lUl:lent whieh ns erectocl in 1913 to cOllllll.....orah one hundred years ot
peace between Canad.a ani the United Statu following the lollS of 1812_14. Since having
been the sc~e of a stl"\lggle for the preservation of canadian life, it was fitting to
have also been the birthplace of the founding of tile W.I. whose pw-poae hu al~'11 been
the promotion of a better way of lite for aU p"cple.

Ot cour", you all koow the story of the actual b"g1.nntr.g _ hew Erlani I.e", a public
spirited ywng fanner, became the Pr"sident ot the Fal"ll\ersInstitute and ....hib attending
a lI\eeting in the O.A.C. at Guelph, heard a atirrina address by Mrs. Adelaide Hoo.Ueu
ot I!aIllilton on the need of having OQ:Iestic Science talJ&ht in the schoole. She \'ad
lost hel" eldnt child at the age oC 18 I&Of\tha through igporance about impu~ lIl1lk. She
was so concemed for the health of other children, she decided she would do all in her
power to bMrc within the reach of all mothers the education neoasS&ry to prevent
sid.lar tra&edie". Kr. Lee was so iIIpresHd he determined to assist her in her e!tort
to educate and I.lJl1te the people thrcuah the ort:llniu.t1on of a VOCIen'e &f'O'lP to ratee
the standard ot hc.emaking a.n1 so arter sn"eral _etil!8S - each IIlONl enthuia.tic than
the one befo!"ll _ the first Vc-n's 1I18tit.ute ...s folW!d.

The first ~bership fee ~ .25~, 50 tN-t no one would be bured .,daittance. In order
to carT")' out. the objects or the orga.niHtion to the tullest possible .,dvanta,e, six
divisions _re ...de: Dccestic Ec~, Architecture, 1Ohi.ch covem sanitation and
ventil.a.tion, Health, Floriclllture &: Htrtieulture, Y.us!.c: and Art, and Edu::ation &:
Legislation.

It.. is intere.ting to note t.ho.t altb::oll&h our "tanding CoIulittees or t.oC:l.1 a!"ll l'OIvised
and re_revised, IIlSlQI' tt.es hear a si&n1ficant re$l!IdIlanee to those instituted at the
beginning. Those earb leaders VIIl"I! IlIQst sincere in their ettort" to live up to their
Ccnstitution and to iJ::pmve tiI_elve. so that thll)' aigllt serve better' their HOllIe and
Country. The IlIOvement grelf u:'der tbe leadership oC Mrs. HCodless who travelled widely
cllJllpaigning to prOllOte the teaching ot Household Science in School. and elltablishing II

course in SallS universities. She wonced tireleslll,;r and on the eve of her 52nd birthday,
while speaking at a meeting in ~:a&"e:r Hall, she collapsed and died on February 20, 1910.

The Adelaide Hunter Homestead las been marked as an historic aite bearing a plaque
inllcribed "Birthplace of Adelaide Hunter HOodle"s" tounder of the Womene' Institute.
Thill '014.':1 not to be the end but IlJl incentiv" to the women of Ontario to carry on the
wOl"k and Organization IK> wonderfully founded and expanded to encircle the slobe - many
marvellO\l$ _en have followed Mr.':!. Hoodleae and the work goes on in her name to meet
the evflr changill8 demands in an ever changing world.

A particular sOllrce ot price are the T'o<eedSl:luir Histories, a project undertaken by
request Of lady TveedS=ir OIl her departUl"e Crom Canada. These boob have been ~cog­

n1:riec! by the Ontario Depe.rt.:nent or Edu::ation as authSltic sour<:es for stU<1enta of
Pioneer History. The beginnil18 of Gan\en Club" ClI.rls Four H. Club.':l, Ho:I:-.a.kina Clubs,
Inter-CQunty Dt.Ys, Judging COlfipetitiona a.nd National Con~esta are evidence that the oDrlc
not. only is surviving oot is progressing and enlarging to .,et the needs or chanae.

Do read these book, and you. will be proud to be a _ber' of an OrpnuaUon that has not
only stood t.he passing 0: t.iu: blL, has contributed so IllUch to the bt.ttenaent ot hooe
and Country.
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Says 1 to my neighbor, "Come to Institute meeting
It's dOlln on the Side road at Mrs. Muldoon's,"

Says She "sure I'm ironing." Says! "Well just leave it
and laugh with your friends on this gay afternoon.

Putting dull care behind us. we hied 10 the meeting.
And the fun that lOe had down at 'Irs. Muldoon'S:

we learned about buns and we learned about babies,
And "HOW 10 be happy tho' married'" you goon.

A cup of freSh tta and tile meeting was ended.
Says I to Illy frien<l "Are you glad that you came?"
Says she "It was grand; you may count me a member,

]'11 gel to those meetings, tho' I go on illy cane".

/958.

The Hand Book governing l%men'S InStitutes. states thai in any locality "here a
Sufficient number of 1l0lllen will I101d monthly meetingS to provide educational and
social opportunitieS for homemakers and carryon enterprises for the benefit of the
Community, a Women's institute lIIay be formed. The first group was formed in J897 and
by 1910 Si~ hundred and twelve such organizations had been formed throughout Ontario.
many in our own county and so~e as near as Nobleton and laskay. It was not until
January 21st, 1911 that Such a group of women around Schomberg were convinced that
there was a need for Such an organization here. A meeting was held in the Baptist
Church to Which Mrs. Doane and MrS. CO. Charles of Aurora were invi ted. Their
addreSseS were practical and inspirational, They pointed out that women's work·
1'Il0thercraft and homecraft were the most important jobS in the world since it concerned
the hOllle and the care of the families; h'ho are the citizens of tomorroh'. Twenty·five
women were so impressed with the objects and aims of such an organization that officerS
were elected naming MrS. Jas. Pearson as President and Mrs. Geo. Atkinson Secretary'
Treasurer. The firSt meeting h'as held at the home of Mrs. Chas. Davis on February ldth.
1911.

These lIere very happy days· the programs were deSigned for education on Child
Welfare. Home EconOlllics and Health. Meetings lIere held in the members' homes and
good ~ill and fellollship drew the women of the Community more closely together. In 1914
the tragedy or the First World War broke around us. and although a young organization,
the members had already learned to work and plan together and had already leantd to
work and plan together and immediately they affiliated with the Red Cross to serve at
hOllie and abroad. Work rooms were provided by the melllbers of the Masonic lodge. in
their ante·rooms, free of charge. SeWing machines and equipment were moved in illd the
rooms were opened weekly for volunteer workers. Figures at thei, beSt can never tell
the Whole affair. ·The whole story of the tireless effortS of the Women's Institute
across the Dominion who Shared every undertaking to supply materials and bales of
knitting and comforts - to undertake special projects· to lIIake Substantial contrib·
utions of money - to meet emergency appeals - to support War Time Prices and Trade
BOards - to encourage co-operation in an all-out effort for peace - to welcome home
returning llIen and to participate in the rehabilitiation period of Post War living. A

~ complete Story or the war work accolllplished by our branch will be found under the
heading "War Work and the Cenotaph",

Continued -



IiIhen Ihe war was over the lIelibers re-doubled their efforts ror health and child
welfare - assistance was given to pnride Hot lunches in three schools. medical
inspection in Schools was advocated and supported. hOlle nursing COurses were sponsored
and 1I0ney donated to Queen ~ry cal at Weston whiCh we continued to support for
over twtnty-five years.

Again t~rt were very happy~ars - we held oysler suppers. picnics. educational Shorl­
courses, raul suppers and generally co-operated wherever there was a need. We tnjoyed
excellent prograllS - having good speakers a~ papers at evelY lIeeting. Ont series that
was especially interesting and ran a whole year was the reviewing of the life of a
faliOuS Canadian wo..n at each -eeting. Many local prqects were undertaken. such as
equipping the "arket Hall with kitchen equipllent. supplying curtains tor the stage
and treadS for the stairS; assulling the upkeep of the plot surrounding Ihe Cenotaph
and eStabliShing a play ground on the Fair GroundS with an attractive Sign of
RScho!lbtrgR lIade by ~rs. Bothall and ~rS. C. DaviS on the hillSide. II was made 01
painltd white stones Ihat was very attraclive and noticeable frail tht north entrarte
to tht town. Needy fallilits were aSSisted always and lIuch help was given to York
County Hospi tal. In 1925 we rectived permission from the ~arket Association to hold
our lIeetings in the hall kitchen and equipped it with necessary rurnitu'e 10 make a
COMfortable Club Room. In 1927 our neM SChool Mas opened and the 11.1. Nas responSible
for the social arrangellents and gave. as thei, donation. a coeplete Set of Mindow blindS
costing one hundred (lollars. AS early as 1926 Hie W. I. opened a Rest ROOII in what was
then Mr. Harry Cabel's house (nOM delolished) and books wele received frail Ihe lending
library. but not until 1930 whtn Miss G. Alley and M,S. C. ~rchanl canvassed the town
for supparttrs did our real library get Started in "iss Alley'S hOlle wilh Miss Alley as
Librarian. It was Supporttd financially for yurs by the W.t. and later supplied
with free accollodation unla the present tille. In 1927 I'Irs. Starr of Hewlarket spoke
to uS about thf wisdoll of having a Historical ReSearch Ca.. ittee to cOllpile the
hiStory Of the C_nity. It is natellOtlhy that uactly Ihirty )'tars later we began
the cOllpilatian of our TWeedSllUir Village HiStory - and how lIuch bttttr it would have
been had wt acted on I'Irs. Starr's suggestion and secured valuable data before it was
too late.

RecordS of GrandllOther'S progrillS. catering to the l'Iasonic Banquets, supporting such
causes as the blind. the Hospitals at HeMurket and weston. the School Fair. the
Children's Aid and ~any other activities appeared annually in the Minutes Ih~gh Ihe
years. In 1929 Miss Amey was appointed to write up the history of so~e Of the pioneer
rami lies· ir thiS was ever done the mdlerial gathered has not been preserved. ·At this
sallie lIIetting the raillous paper "My Grandlllother. My Mother and Myself" lllitten by Mrs. R.
Pe'ry (Ihat has betl uSed lIany lilies since. and a copy of which lIay be found in lhe
envelope at the back) lias given by the daughter of the author. Mrs. J. Alley. We
celebrattd our 20th birthday with a party in J931. We had lany guests inclUding all the
Past Presidents and the Roll Call was "Salltthing to be thankrul ror". I'Irs. J. Botha_
was Prtsi~ent and l'I's. C. ~archant Secretary·Treasurer. In J932 we Stnt bales of
clothing 10 Northern Ontario where great privat,on existed. We helptd to establish a
wOllan Doctor for the COllUnily or Toberllory which had never had ~ical care and we
sponsored a Public Speaking COllpelition for the first night of the Fa,r an~ were
inslrullental in instilutin9 the (irSt Decoration Day held at the union Cuetery. ,his
was continued ror lIany years and was faithfully lOoked after by I'IrS. 1_ Shaw and I'Irs.
BatMII. The year 1933 was lIellOrable for the faci that in thiS year \lit forlled our fi rSt
Standing Co.. ittee groups and have since then functioned in thiS way. At that tille the
list inCHldtd Tellperance. the League of Halions and l.. igrat,on. The (irst'Relielibrance
Day service on Arllistice Day was held at tilt Cenotaph in 1934 sponsored by tile N.l.
It is inttresting 10 note that the Delegate to the Convention that year was paid the
SUII of S3.DO for her expenses. an increaSe of Sl.DO over the previous years.

The hillhlioht of 1935 was the birth of the Horticultural Society Which was (lfiO a brain
childrof lhe W.I. It lias organized April IJth with forty-seven Charter Members and has
rUllCti'oned successrully in the Community ever since, making the village beauty conscious
and assisting in beautification and floral education, The lour rlower sh~s held each
year are a constant servi!:e of interest and a credit to the lIelllbers. It \lias at this tille
also that arrangtGenls were lIade With the Iliptrial Bank to occupy the rooes above the
Bank and equip thell wilh suitable furniture for a Club ROOI where we could hold our
lIeelinlls and also house tile library. In Janllary. 19J.b they were cOllOleted and ready for
occupancy and were a joy and convenience for all Mho used thell. An ittll of interest
appearing al this tille was the Diallond Wedding Anniversary of I'Ir. and Mrs. Chas. DaViS.
Mrs. Davis was a loyal and intereSted lIeaber for lIany. lIany yearS and apprecilled the
good wiShes or htr fellow lIelibers an this happy occasion. Sad eventS as well as happy
ones COlit to every aganization and in this salle year the lIellbers were saddened by the
passing of I'Irs. J. Bothall, Our beloved and faithful Past PreSident who gave unstintingly
of her lille. talents and oulstanding leadership to the cal.f>e of institllte work. The
lIelibers allended her fllneral in a body anc:l carried the flowe6 to ~r last resting place.



J Soon after. Mrs. Jas. Kitchen. another past PreSident. was caBed to higher service.
She too.had been a loyal and faithful member and a silent tribute was paid to the
~emory of these two beloved officers on the occasion of the twenty·fifth anniversary
which was held in our new and attractive Club Rooms with ~any guests including the
District Officers.

!nspired by the example of our past PreSidentS we worked tirelessly to have JIIuSical
instruction made available to both Schomberg and Lloydtown schools and sent a petition
to the town comJII,ssioners to have a cinder path or sidew"alk built fro~ the bridge to
the school for the safety of the children - twenty years .later. in the summer of 1957.
the sidewalk was built.

Rural i~provement seemed to be the theme of these years and although we were going
through a time of great depression the members were more resolved than ever to be of
service to thOSe less fortunate. The programs were filled wi th interesting topics;
the School children came on many occaSions and under the direction of Mr. JackSon.
the music director, delighted everyone with their progress in muSic. Many Short
courses were held and good will and co-operation prevailed.

September 1st, 1939 brought
work to meet the emergency.

the beginning of the second world war and again we set to
Our Club Roolll was put into use as a headquarters for the

"OFF TO THE INSTITUTE MEETING M

------------------

Mrs. W. Marchant (left). MrS. E. Marchant
(driving) and Mrs. Hague leaving for a
meeting - 1928.

Red Cross wi th whom we ..ere affiliated. Mrs. B. Skinner and Mrs. O.B. DaviS ..ere our
effiCient and fai thful ..ar work c()nveners and no time !Oas lost in assum,ng the
responsbilities laid upon us. But this time ..omen seemed to have a fuller realization
()f the calami ty of war. They sensed the need of a more closely kni t brotherhOOd of men
and women around the world for the removal of bitterneSS and hatred in agonized hearts
and tortured lives and I think thiS feeling was the nucleus around Hhich the A.C.W.W.
was started. Although we were working for war we were praying f()r peace and held as
our 100110 "We work fOr victory but Plan for peace".

During these trying times we tried to keep an even keel and carryon with Community
ActiVities as well as an all out effort in war work. we continued worthwhile short
courses. sent Jr, Institute girls to Guelph Conference. supported the usual charities,
paCked baSketS for the needy, sent bales of used clothing to Northern ontario again.
prepared interesting programs f()r each meeting and included current events. Each month
we reaised money for our war work and charitable donations by euchres, banquets.
salvage collections. scrap paper drives. concerts and draws. Ole sewed. knit. pieced
qUiltf . made old wool collections for blanketS, donated an article almost every month
to be used in paCking ditty bags, supported the jam and honey fund, The war Charities
fund, seeds for Sri tain. Girls Knitting ClUb, Central Fund, Save the Children Fund and
many others inCluding constant co-operation with the Red Cross in supplying quilts,
SOCkS, clothing and money.

We tooK time to celebrate our 30th anniversary with District Officers as guests and a
program of addresses by Charter MemberS and guests, but social meetings were cancelled
and for economic reasons we discontinued having printed programs for the duration of
the war,l In 1942 Mr. and Mrs. Geo. Atkinson celebrated their Golden Anniversary and
these happy occasions had a tendency to lift the morale and ease the tenSion of over­
worked wOllien.

Sy 1946 the Red Cross had finiShed their attivities and needed the Club Rooms no longer.
AS the Bank was planning the construction of an apartment above the Sank, we again
1Il0ved our lIleeting place to the room we how occupy in the/ltarket Hall. Ole had it painted
and cupboards installed and converted into a very comfortable Club Room that has served
as a wonderful convenience for small groups of people ever Since.



TREASURED MEMORIES

of

INSTIT¥TE MEETINGS

This picture was taken in the very early days of the 1nstitute(I9I5_I8)
at the farm home of Mrs. T.Elllson (standing in centre with striped blouse)
at Lot No. 25Concession 8. President- Mrs.E.Marchant (seated in black dress
Seely. Treas.-Mrs. G.Atkinson (front row second from right)

Meeting at the home of Urs.W. Sloan- Bell's Lake - June II. 1931.
President- Mrs. J. Botham. (centre front) Seely Treas.-Mrs. C. Marchant.
(seated L-R)Mrs.J .Pearsonj Mrs.S.Dixonj MrS.E:.Marchantj L!rs.Robt~Hulsej
IJrs.J.Botham; IJrs.T.Gallagherj Llrs.Jas.Kitchenj (standing (L-R) !.Irs.V:.

Sloan;Mrs.G.Farquharj Idrs.G.Hulsej Mrs.J.Boakj M s.H.Carterj Mrs.J.Lister
Mrs.F.Hunter; Mrs.C.Marchantj Mrs.H.H.Sawdonj Mrs.W.R.RogerSjMrs.H.Carrj
Miss H.\'iinter; Llrs.f/.\'!ebb; llrs.A.F.Kay; LlissGrace Amey;l.Irs.O. Gallagher;
Mrs.E.Pearson; Mrs.H.'l'hor:lpsonj iJrs.J . Doane; JArs.A.Stewart;



T:- SUi-Hill trj::;lOr..rrs

or

The occasion pict';red .e'e· "s a very ;J.Y one- ~en :>nor as :21a to
:.rs. R. Hulse ( ) on !'Ier e1,hty sixth birthday; July 13 19&<:. ·.~tn :ler is
....er c:o!Jest 'rlend :'r~. E. Uarc,....a~.t no ~us el{:!'lty nine t t ,Is time. T>Jey
are both Charter - e" lEt s of the \''-or.er.'s Instit te ar.d the I<nclican C!lurch
Uissionary Society

•
T lis • !}.,y group of C rtar

i..e.obers • 11 <.ttentied llr5 •

Hulsels party on tile sl'acious

la"n or her ra"" home.

(L-H) Llrs. Ralph Davi!".

l.Irs. ,",'rio. • Ji!:archant

L1rs. Robt. Hulse

Mrs. E. Marchant



INVITES YOU TO ATTEND

1961

MRS. GEORGE SHOULTS
P,~idcftl

Schomberg Women's Institute

ANGLICAN CUURCII, SCIIOMBERG
at .'&hl o'dod<

The Fiftieth Anniversary
Thursday, May 11, 1961

1911

MRS. C- L WATSON
""~.,

S<homb.,'8. 00,..,<)

~

Annlver~les proviae a t~~e for lookin£ back ~hen ~e revie. tne past
and assess the contribution one ~s maoe to the lor1d;and for looking for­
ward to set onese,f a higher goal for the fUture. 1961 was an important
year in the life of our Institute for in this year ~e coopleted fifty years
of achieve:nent Wld prep: red to turn a briGht ne',' peee and accevt ne",
c -.allenges in service to the cO=I,ity.

The first fel, months were bUS:; .. ltn preilar,.Lon for the f1ftieth annivers: ry
party that was held in the newly uecorated Sunasy School room of the
Anglican Church,on the evening of May 11th. The roo~ was beautifully
decorated with the Institute colours and flo er5, 1lcludlng a large basket
of yellow II1U.IlS fro!:: King T01liIlship Council. The one huncred anl. twenty
guests from t~ surroWldlng Branches and the District ",nO: _rovincial Bonrds
were armly ~elcomed by the ~eception Col~ittee - ~rs. Shoults, Urs. C.
Watson, Mrs. E. Pearson and ~rs. B. Skinner, ..nd escorted to their places
by Mrs. Rose Cooper and Mrs. Karen Thomas, daintily dressed In period frocks
and bonnets. Mrs. Roy Stephenson played a~propri..te cusic while the guests
asse::bled, after which our President, Urs. Geo. Shoults, presided for a
delightful progr..m "hi.,h carried the older members back over the years as
Mrs. illake Skinner read a list of the Presidents Lnd Secretaries of the past
fifty years. The Secretary, Mrs. Cecil ~atson, read greetings fro~ rroany
sources, and regrets from ~.any UI'..:lble to attend. lIiss Nancy Cooper played
a lovely piano solo and lotrs. Clarence iIIarchar-.t, Convener of Historical
Research, read the histor; of the Br~,ch, telling the highli&hts of the past
!'i1"ty years as prei~red for the Tl;-eeds::uir History llnd fOWld in the envelope
at the back or the book. Mrs. Goraon beard rendered t~o appropriate solos,
after Which Mrs. JO~l Lister reud the seventy-three names from the Me~oriol

Plaque 3-nd followed with two minutes silence and prayer. Short addresses
were given by Mrs. Elton Armstrong and Urs. E. Re<laick und s vera1 of the
District and Provirrcia1 guests

i
fo~lowed by an expression of e~preciation

by Mrs. R. Hi~cocks. The fina n~ber on t·~ ~ro£ra~ ~as 8 c1eve~ skit
prepared and presented by the members or the Four H Club un~er t~e capable
1e~dership of ~rs. Fronk Barnes, the topic being "Home Sanit~tion".

The tea taple was beautifUlly arranged ~ith gold and b1ue candles ana (ol~en
tulips and /Centred l.i th a triple storey cake~ aMI. decorated by Mrs. \ c.
Crane and Mrs. Stephenson. Tea ..as poured by Urs. E. Pearson ~r.d ~rs. Blake
Skinner and the cake was cut by our t~o Charter Me~bers, Urs. Robc~t Hul~e

aoo. Llr~. Pearson. The mel:lbe!"s of the Four H Club served a dainty lunch and
after an hour of pleasant reminiscences and renewal of old acquaintances,
a very happy event was brought to a close by the singing of The Queen.

An-'fi"'."_
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Cutting the Cake
Urs. R. (Gran~) Hulse
to:rs. 2. Pearson
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Pouring Tea
Mrs. E. Peurs Charter Menber
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Receiving t:~ Guests:

Urs. Uax Cooper
Mrs. .L. Thomas

Entertainers
4 H Club Girls

t

Reception Co=dttee:
!.lrs. C. ",atson (~ec'Y)
Mrs. B. Skinner
l.11'5. E. Pearson
Mrs. G. Shoults (i res.)

-jt--------
The Cake and l"o:~coJ:ator

f;irs. Wm. Creme
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T~E TC~~SHIP OF KING.._-=- -
IT'S HISTORY. GEOG~'PHY .~ TOPOG~.p~r==--- -= _ ......-=

Records reveal that Kind Township is lhe largest township in the COunty of York ana
the fourth lar!lest TownShip in the Province. It contains 69.000 acres of the most
interesting terrain in the Province because it has not only salle of the best
allriculturaI grounllS. but hills and valleys. bUSh. Sllal1p aoll urSh lanlls. II is
inlleell aost picturesque.

It's knOlln history eltteflds back to 1749 but it lias in 1787 that the EngliSh
purchased the land. COllpriSing all Ihe County of York. trOll the ~ississaga Indians.
by the Toronto Purchase Acl. (or 147 barrels of tralle goolls anll 97 gallons of rUII.
The ItOlland afld Hu_ber rivers adllell greatly to the value of the location in those
llays and early explorers consillerell the rillges of King TownShip as al~ost

lIountainous. It llas not Known then that the height of land that crossell the TOllnship
at linton is actually the watershed between Lake Ontario and Hudson Bay. The first
road bUilt Ihrough the TOOInShip was ordered constructed by Governor Sillcoe. It ran
north frolll Lake Ontario to the Holland River anll is nOli callell Hnge Street after
Sir George Youn!!. This lias built in 1794 and was paid for by Ihe North "'est fur
COIIpany. The first seltlers lIere al 'rllitage and according 10 the OOllesday Book
there lIere seven f.alllilies. No doubl lhe tloyll'S lIay have been ont of these.

The firs! church lias alSo at "lIitage. It was built by Ihe Quakers where a saall
church StandS today surrounded by the graves of the early settlers. I understaoll
the Society of friends are endeavouring to reclai. these olll churches and hold one
service each year in each of thell.

The first School was built on Yonge Street. three miles south of Aurora and the firSt
POSt Office in South Kin!l was on the Sixth Concession. Lot B and 'the PostmaSter was
Chief /I'.cCollum. NO doubl t1oydtown was the Setne of the (irst Post Office in the
northern part of Ihe Tollnship. The first lIills lIere al tloydtOlln amI Laskay.

The firslSurvt)'llas lIade in 1800 and f,nished in 1859. The first forll of I'JJnicipal
Governllenl was forlled in 1809 in Nathaniel Gamble's house in ,rllitage. The list of
officers iflcluded a pound keeper and an overseer of roads. I'Iany descendents are still
living of these early pinoeers and lie still find such names as Rogers. Doane. Hughes.
Galllbit. lloyd. Pearson. Harllan and Hollingshead. At one lille. sOlie of the finest
pine in Ontario grew on the ridges of King and lIany were used tor Ship's lUStS. The
last one to be cut was laken from lOt 12. Concession 7 and drawn to King Station by
six teams of horses.

Sloping north and south frOl1 the Ridges of King lies excellent farming land and llIany
farlls ~re held still by descendents of the original patentees. I hope many farll
histories and histories of pioneers ullillately will find their lIay inlo the pages of
this book before the valuable and inleresling inforaation is lOSt forever.

[n 1921 Professor Day of Guelph. along lIith tllO colleagues conceived the idea ot
draining the HoDand I'IarSh which hitherto had been waste land. A canal 191 miles
long lias dredged aroundB.700 acres and the water is pumped by tl/O hydraulic pUllpS
to the east brancl] of the Holland Ri¥er and thence to Lake SilllCoe. The firSt property
lias purchased about 1926 and settlers from Holland arri¥ed to de¥elop the land and
form the lhri¥ing communi ly knolln as Ansnorveld. They are industrious and !Iood
citizens and their productS are knOlln for a ll;de area .

•ThiS! is a brief history and sur¥ey of our TOllnship. Space does nOI permit 100 lIuch
detail on anyone subject. but an e_cellenl paper. prepared by ~r. Norman KCMUrchy
of Strange. an elt·reeve 01 Ihe TownShip. lIay bt found in the envelope on the inside
of the back cover of this book. (Please do not take allay).

For our history book lle are taking the territory included in the silt blockS
surrounding Schollberg • bounlled by lhe town line on the north. the tenth concession
on the west. the eighth conceSSion on the east and as far south as linton. IIhich is
on the Ridges of King and forllls a di¥iding line in the TOllnShiP•.

The accompanying map. drawn in 18bO. markS clearly the names of'the far. ollners at
thaI tiMe and can be referred 10 IIhen tracin~ larll histories.

-



Tilt s lory of Ki ng TOllnslli p 1I0uid bt Vtry inCO,llplett indeed if nollling lias IIr i lttn
conctrning tilt lives of Ille courageous pionters 11110 lIelltd lllt,r 1I0liU frOIl tilt virgin
fortS I and ptrsevtred to Jtavt to tacll of tilt suCCttding gtntrations a IItritagt
co.parablt to tllat of any tOllnsllip in tilt province.

It lias bttn truly said tllat to txplain tile prtsent. ant .USt understand tilt past tllat
crtattd it. and indttd as decade follolls <leca<lt it is increasingly <litticull for us
to underStand 11011 and lilly tllty suffert<l sucll lIardsllip and privation. if tlltrt lias
an easitr lIay. Ont rtason lIanded <10111'1 is Illat altllougll il rtquire<l plUCk an<l
dettr.;nalion il Iltl<l a<lvtnlurt. iIn<lof IlIiS IIIUt lias plenty in lilt 1)100<1 of tilt
pionttr stttier.

Clearing and Stumping a pitct of <lense lIil<ltrness. IIi III lilt crudtst of i~lellenls lias
a sloll and Ilazardous job. Tllis lias follolltd by trtCl,ng a si.plt log cabin IIi til lilt
very lIini.u. of codal I and convtnitnct. Tilt qualily of fa.ily lift dtpended on
cllaraclu and It.ptrlltnl. and 1'101 on tile rtfint.tnls of gracious living. Thtir
stcret of suCCtSS was to livt frugally off Iht product of thtir land unlil il was
cltar of debt. and ftw of thest IIltn proved to be failurts. Thty also had a pridt in
accomplisllment and in a bUSIl cltaring lht pionttrS felt a frttdom and securily lllty
had knolln little of befort. Tht first patcll of grain SOlin allid stumps gave reasonable
assurance of ample wholesollt food. The busll abounded in game and Ihe strealls Ittlled
willi fisll. Tile trees of course provided logs for Iheir Miles and soon used also to
build saw II;US and griSI IIi lIs. which lIeant flour for food and a nucleus for Ihe
beginl'ling of a haillet.

Tht first grain was cui 1I;lh a s;Cklt. flailed I)y hand and wil'll'lOlltd il'l the wil'ld. Tllel'l
carried to tile l'IeareSI lIill 10 be lliIde irHo coarse rIour. Tile first .ill il'l the
TOlIl'Isnip lias buill I)y Jesst lloy<l al lloydlolll'l. al'ld settlers are said to havt Iru<lgtd
froll as far as 601101'1 across ul'lcleared ttrra'l'Il1ilh a sack of grain 01'1 Iheir l)ackS
and 1I0ile again IIhel'l Ihe flour lias ..de. Bread lias I)aked in pal'ls covered lIilh live
coals frOIl lhe fire·place . cookil'lg lias dont in opel'l keltles 01'1 Ihe heartll. Kaplt
trtes lIere lapped al'ld Ihe sap boile<l d01l1'l for sugar and syrup. lIild raspl)erries
grew in abundance and lIild plulls and apples lIere also 10 bt had. Soap was ..dt I)y a
process of leaching the lye frOIl tile 1I00d aShes and COllbining il IIi III fat and lIater
whicllwas I)rouglll frOIl tile strealls. Despile tile lIardships it lias a land of peact
and plenly and Ihe pioneus loved it.

The succeeding gentration rtaped tht benefil of their forefathers' labour. and life
for thtll lias eaSier. RoadS lIert more plentiful especially 10 the hamlets thai sprung
up around the lIIi11s. These hamlets soon lIad stores whert business was transacted by trade
and barter. Tllere was a Post Office at lloyd town in 1,31 and at SchOlberg in 1862.
There was alSo a school at the corner of 27 Highway and Ihe Aurora road as tarly as 18ZO.
The sicklts gave way to the reaper and cradle. and 1I0re grain could be lIandled willi
greater ease. Kart Callie and pigs wtre being raised, tht lalter setking their own
food il'l tile su..er and rallened in Ille fallon beech nulS . Illen slaughtered and
proctSstd with salt to supp)i.tnl the diet of fiSh and lIi1d gale. NOli the proud w,fe
could set her table wilh butler. curd. nUl, lItal. a frtsh bake<l loaf or scone.
laple sugar. pOlaloes and fruil • every tiling hole grolln but the China lea. IIhich or
course was sllUggled and very precious.

By tile IB40's and 50's seltlelenl of far. lal'lds lias advancing apace. GriSI ",lIs and
saw "ills were co..on and Ille lillIe 10llns or lloydtown. Scholberg and letlleby lIere
flourishing. Tilt rar.us could have a belttr IIole and oul buildings, Each lawn lIad
ilS cooper. cobbler. tailor. tannery. slithy. wagon shops. and bellu slores to say
nothil'lg of distilleries and laverns.

Tllose were the days when Our grand ~others set pans of lilk in the cool cellars.
(actually a 1I0le in Ille ground where you descended by a set of Sletp sttpS tllrough a
trap door in Ihe ki Ichen floor) and when tht thick riCh cream rose and set on lop
it wai\Skimmed orf and, IIhen soured. was churned inlO butler in a small dask churn and
tllen p cktd into crockS. In later years it was ladt into poundS prints and lI~ped

in paptr. All tile surplus butter was traded al Iht stores. along wi Ih eggs and
poultry. for other necesSities. Of len tht skilled lilk was reduced to curds and wiley
and Iht curds uSed to lake cheese. Grand.olller baked all her own bread. lade lIer 0111'1
lard and sausage. By Illis tile uch farlltr lIad his olin orchard and Ille aullllln evtnings
were busy IIi til paring and quartering apples an<l drying Illell 01'1 a rack hUl'lg over Ihe
kitchen stove. for winler USt. SOllt wtre pressed for cider and the pUlp boiled down
for apple bUller.

Bul food was 1'101 IItr only responsibility. Yarn Mas spun and sockS••'tlS and Stockings
kl'lilled for Ihe 1I110le f~ily. 11001 was alSO carded. spun. dye<l and wovtn inlO lengtlls
of clolh and .ade into winltr gar.tnls for tile len as well as the children. Of course
there Mert no selling lIach,nes at firsl but garlents were slilclled by hand. The Morll
out al'l<l discarded garlel'lts were torn inlO StripS and sewl'l into carpet rags to bt
woven inlo gay. colourful floor covering tile for parlour. Tile beds lIell!' equipped IIi III



strall and feather tic~s, home made blan~ets and quilts. The homes Ilere heated Ilith
Ilood fires Ilhich Ilent out every night. and Ilere lighted Ilith home made tallolol candles.

Yet, Ili th all the hard 1oI0rk and inconveniences, grandmother had time for her children,
her church, her neighbours and her little flololer garden. She was happy and contented
and willingly carried her share of the load of family living.

In the late eighties and early nineties farms began to be mechanized. Binders.
mOilers. rakes, cultivators all horse draloln. They thought. "surely nothing more
could be invented that Mould be an improvement on all these labor saving devices".
To-day's Children can scarcely na~e one of them. Most of them have never Seen a
cutter or a buggy. Agriculture is progreSSing so rapidly it takes a young and lolell
trained man to handle the equipment used nOll in managing a modern farm. King
Township farms are equipped to a large extend with the very latest of pOller machinery
and conveniences that are culling labour to a minimum and making "life on the farm"
as attractive and satisfying as in any tOlln in the province.

What revelations come next Mill be commonplace to our children and grandchildren for
Ile have been trained to accept marvelous inventions lolithout underStanding them.

"Running Mater in the kitchen"

What more could a housewife lolant?

"CorAforts and Conveniences in the homes forty years ago".

"Every(home had a parlour - that,
Mas only used when company came".

------_-=:=---------'.~------------



"THE EARLY lNDIANS"----------------------

The Indians. that once inhabited thiS part of our Province, represent its pre-hiStoric
ages; and it is impoSSible to esti",ate just w~en they first occupied the Country. AS
we think of that period of time we visualize dense forests, fulL fast running Streams
or water. never ending trails, wigllams, log horus and wild life in abundance. Of all
the tribes written abou\, and ~any Me unauthenticated stories, we believe that three
great tribes inhabited this part or the province. These ~ere the Hurons. The Iroquois
and the Algonquins. Believing that Algonquin Park Has na~ed in memory of that great
tribe it lIould be reasonable to assu~e that their location was farther north and
eaStward frolZl York County, The Huron tribes located in SiClcoe County and near rlidland
and westward to the lake Kllich bears tneir na<::e. The Iroquois inhabited wilat is now
rlew York State and Pensylvania, but their hunting grourd extended, and their
COJ:1<::unities were built. over the edire Jake region and the Valley of 51. Lawrence,

ThiS tribe !'lade the nearest approach to civilization, Jiving in settled com::unities,
Thei r homes were a number or large crude ~oOden Muses grouped together am.! surrounded
by a wooden rampart. Here, as many families as pOSSible would all crowd in together.
There was no provision for privacy or decency - tMeir only drink was water frolll tMe
streams and their food fiSh and wild meat, Often kept u~til it was putrid. TMe,r sole
luxury was tobacco· that great gift of the Ne~ World to the Old,

The territory fronling on Lake Cntario had been Indian hunting ground from time
im,er.lOrial and in 1788 was the tribal property of the Mississauga jndians, wMose winter
lOdge, covered With elm bark Stood on the banks of the Credit River. In tMa year tMey
Sold to the Crown the landS that now co~prise the County of York for a small bill of
merchandise and ninety'Six gallons of rum. WMen the county came into being it was
clothed in virgin forest save for a clearing of three hundred acres that the French had
rnade arpund Fort Rouille in 1749, which stood until 1758 on the grounds now occupied
by the Canadian National Exhibition. It's exact site is marked at tM present day by a
cairn on the Exhibition Grounds. TMis fort controlled the fur trade of the Huron
Indians who created a passage by the Holland and Humber Hivers for their periodical trading
with the French. It was near thiS Fort that a French fur trader, Jean Baptiste Rousseau
lived with hiS family near the moutM of the Humber River. It was there that his wife,
whose I'laiden nal'le was Margaret Clyne, gave birth to the first White child born in the
Courty of Yor~,

The liurons, like the Iroquois, lived in comfllunities. When Char:lplain viSited their
settlements he ~as.surprised at the superiority of their villages, and at the cultivated
patches of ground rich With corn and vegeta~les. This tribe was a little more approach­
able and might have been converted and civilized by the FrencM Jesuit Missionaries, but
for tMe ruthless torcM and tomahawk warfare of the Iroquois who utterly exterfllinated
them unlil nothing remained but the lake that bore their name.

The IroquoiS have been aptly tcr~,ed . "The ROnlans of tMe :-IeSlern World", Their power
of organization of tribes enabled them to conquer many otMer races in Canada and
eventually to becoille a valuable ally to the BritiSh in tMe ward of tMe French and
'English Colonies am in the two ward With the united States that followed.

The coutage of tMe Indian'Warrior differed from that Of any of the civilized ages, He
could dre a death of horrible and prolonged torture withoul a co~plaining cry, and he
was cruel and merciless when he was victorious. On theKlrpath he resorted to every
treachery, every coward'S subterfuge of a~busM and surprise.

The Indians; unfortunately in their ignorance, could leave no annals, no records of
their own past, Only relics in the huge bone pits reveal snalches of their methods of,
and struggle for existence. However, the totem pole, symbolic Of their Skill,
intricately carved pillars, bearing grotesque replicas of their beliefS, and the birch
bark canoe, exquiSitely proportioned, buoyant and yet so frail· and so unsafe, except
in all but the most practised handS, remain with uS along with the strange musi·c of
their nanles for our rivers, lakes and townShips, to relJlind uS of the progress of our
vast DOnlinion.

"His savage hoar des lhe lImrderous Chieftain leadS,
FijeSthrough the woods and treadS the tangled weedS,

Shuns open combat, teaches where to run,
Shulk, crouch in a:nbush, ain: the hunter's gun

Whirl the sly tOlllahallk, the war-llhoop sing,
Divide the spoils, and pack the scalps they bring."'
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I KING TO~NSH[P'S VILLAGES AND HA~LETS

----------------------------------------------------- --- - ----
A~O HO~ THEY GOT THEIR NAMES

llOYDTOW~------

KETTtEBY-------

liSKAY --------

STRANGE-----

OAK RIOGE5-------

,,

was first called Brownsville arttr it's firSt pioneer
fa.i I)' 01 Brovns. Later (Mnged to Scholber; arler (llt Duke
of Scho~berg who lost his life in the Battle of the Boyne 1690.

received ii'S nalt fro. the famous Jesse Lloyd vho was ont of
the leaders in the Rebellion 01 16}7.

was first known as "Sleepy Holloll" and laler TyrllhillS Mills.
After the GilMer orthe flour mills and still laler to Keltleby
after the hamlet in Englatld I<Ihere the Tyrwhitts lived.

was forllerly HainStock Corners but when the little wltite ChUfch
Mas lIoved there. (fro. south on the third), it btca_e SnONball.

Na~ named also after a lIttle Engli~h hamlet at that nact,

Mas ontt Spring Hill, bUI Mas changtd through tnt influtnct
of a for.tr retve . Plr, IoI.H, Crossley, 10 ii'S pruent naJilt,

Nas called afttr Dr. Strange Nho Nas the only Constrvative
Pltllbet in HOt[h York before Col. T,H. ltnno:1l.

Nas naced for Plr. Noble, tht great grandfathtr of Lord
Beaver brook,

COllltS frail the great oak forests thaI once grN in that arta.

although one of the early Post Offices, is nlJil utinc!, but
Nas nactd after the firSt and only POSt ~sttr, JoStph lynn,
who also kept a general store troc 1861.

Mas naced by it's ~ny residents in the locality Mho had very
strict ttlllperance wieNS.

got it'S na_e frail one of It'S prOllinent citizens, Plr, pottage,
Nho had a saN lIill, hotel and tannery.



l"he VUlag€.

"There are villages off the beaten track
Small villages whose history reaches back

To the firs! coming of the pioneers,
Who braved the hardShips of the early years.

And bUilt a nation beautiful and strong,
To which their children's children now belong. "

At the very early dale of 1830 John R. Brown, one of twelve brothers and sisters
llho were born in pennsylvania. emigrated to Canada, and by chance. settled in KIng
Township on Lot 2&, ConceSSion B. Three other brothers accompanied John, but all
were not farmers. Garrelt Has a keen business man, Thomas a natural organizer and
greatly intereSted in local affairs and Robert, of whom little is really knOlln.
tn 1836 Thomas buill the first and only mill in Plhat was then Brownsville, named
after the energetic brothers. It proved to be the nucleus around which the village
graduallj grel!. The old mill still standS, grey and monumental, and over OM hundred
years old. Garrett subsequently bought the mill from Thomas and started the first
Bank in part of the house nOM occupied by Mr, Henry Wood, Beside the mill, the
town at that time, about 1B50, boasted of two general stores, one liquor store,
one tavern, one blacksmi th shop. one wagon shop, two shoe shops, one tannery and
al>out twenty-five houses, and a population of a little over one hundred people. tt
had no Post Office at first, getting it'S mail from 1l0ydtOlOn, but in 18(,2 a Post
Office was opened in a general Store owned by Mr. Asa Moore with Mr. Moore as Post
Master,

About two yea,s later, 1864, BrownSville changed it's name to Schomberg on the
suggestion of Hr. TroS. R. Ferguson, M.P,P. for South Simcoe. It was named arter
the Duke of Schomberg who died in the Bailie of the Boyne In 1690.

The Schomberg of this period was a real trading centre. The farmers brought in their
butter and eggs and poultry and received merchandise in exchange. During the winter
the mercnants would store tons of l>utter in their cellars to market in the spring

when the roads would open. Lard was l>rought in in huge cakes. fresh from the
countryside pans. Molasses l>arrels and cracker barrels stood at the back of the
store· Raw Oemerara Sugar came In fifteen hundred pound hogsheads - tea in hundred
pound lead caddIes. Only the real essentials were on the shelves. and the hanging
lamps. once the pride of the loIorthy storekeeper, were trimmed, cleaned and filled
every day as a sort of religious ritual. Transportation loIas by horsel>ack or wagon
and rowS of hitching posts, well nibbled by impatient steedS, lined the street,
(see paper given by Mrs. Arney on "Pioneer Life" in the envelope in back cover).

The town greM and prospered and an intereSting record held by the writer gives thiS
description of the town's business in 1895. It advertised with pride the faShionable
tapor shop of A,L. Peaker; the Excelsior Bakery and Confectionery Store of F•• T.
SP4rling; the furniture house of H.J. Attridge, where a first Class bedroom suite
was listed at ten dollars; a nice side-board at five dOJlars, a good waShstand for
one dOllar and fifty cents and a four dollar mattress on sale for three dollars;
the Queens Hotel, where choice liquors and wines were alwayS on hand, had J.B. Sulton
as Proprietor, and the SI. George Hotel offered the sa"'l.' services by H.J. Gibson,
Both these places provided ample shed room for horses, The general l>utcher was
G.T. Skinner and Jas. A. Kilchen the general blacksmitM. R.J. Creighton stressed
Furs, SUiting and Millinery and the "Golden lion"~s IMe peoples grocery Ojjned by
Mills and Brown. JOs. Butler ran the leading jewelry store established in HIBl
and J.J. Hulse tMe leading tailor SMop with "fit and finish" guaranteed. G, and J.
Kitchen oHned the hardHare Shop and also had good rigs and horses to hire and wm,
Taylor was tMe proprietor of the leadIng carriage HorkS. Dr. Brereton cared for tMe
peoples ills, Or, Banting their farm live stock and Mr. Sam LeatMerland their last
rites.



1903

1'\r. '~<'II. Bond or LJoydlo",n
with hiS horSt and wagon
wi th coal-oi I barrtl in
front or tht Tradtr'S Bank
across rrc. Iht
Prtsbyttrian Church.

In 1902 the railroad ca=t to Scho~berg and ma'ked another period or prosptrity and
changt. No more hauling of produce to Toronto by sleigh and wagon; no lore waiting
for days for merchandise to reach the stores. Elevators did a Ihriving bUSiness in
grain and live stock Has Shipped 10 the stock yardS where btlter prices were paid;
Farm equipment was brought in . car loadS of coal to replace the burning of 1I00d;
the farmer rtctived cash for hiS produce and in turn was able to purchaSe his needS
ane! pay cash. I'IfthodS or Siore kteping cto.anged to lIee! the needS or Ihe til.'les.
Kilny old induSIries closed Iheir doorS forever - the demand being dead for IMtir
products like ho.e made Shoes and implemerts. barrels and many other things.

[n 1927 Ihe railroad ceased to operate because ,t too I\ad oullived ii'S usefulness.
TrUCkS picked up fanl productS al Iheir source and Hl\isked tl\em orf to market
IIi thoul Ihe' trouble or re-Ioading and al Cheaper rates and raster service. cars
were becoming more common and passenger Service lias nol needed. In sl\orl, another
change Has being gradually inlroduced.

•
~

'.
1900

Queens Hotel - JOS.
Sulton, Proprietor.
NOli tne Si te Of the
Imperial Bank parking
10 t.

-I~-

The lown had been lIade a Police Village on ~arch 25th. 1899 with a Cosaittee or three
Co..issioners elected to coneuct it's arfairs. and rellilins in Ihat category to Ihis
date. HOwever, the appearance of the old village has changed al.-ost beyOnd
recognition. Few of Ole buildings and practically nOlle or the the old places of
business reuin on the east side of lhe street. wl\ere old wooden buildings have been
razed by rire (and we have had many serious fires). brick structures have laken their
places. The si te of the once prosperouS Quetns Hotel is n~w a parking lot - the
St. George HoteL a used car lot, Gone art the othtrs such as the blacksmith sl\ops,
one replaced by a reSidtnce • the other tht orrice of tht Burnel Graham Company.
Tl\e streets are paved and lighled wilh electricity; IIOdtrn Ore equiprroent is
ll3intainecl to protect !tIe village property. "rine ntw Bank rtplaces Il\e tllO olcl
ones. and the StoreS are ~odern and up to dale. Wilh Toronto avtlflolling it's
boundary ancl spreading rapidly northward, Ihe erfeCl is being fell in the s_all tOll!'ls.

t



1902

Main Street looking
north, showing the
Baptist Church (now
Presbyterian). and
the Market Hall.

Wi th modern cars. commuting is a simple and new process and new homes are being
built to accommodate a larger population. Several neN streets have been opened
up and many homes have been built betNeen Schomberg and LloydtONn until one might
visualize the two old hamlets united in the future.

Industry has been SION to come to our town because of lack of water facilities,
but we like it as it is and Schomberg remains in 1958 a peaceful residential village.

(I have purposely omitted the history of business places, both past and presenr.,for
it is our intention to make a Short Story of each one, as far as pOSSible. to be
found elsewhere in thi S book.)
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THE ONCE LOVELY AND USEFUL MILL PO~D

Main Street looking
north from the bridge­
Showing the location
of the POSt Office in
19l0. Note Hitching
POSts along the street.
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The follOw ina paael of old pictures ~st stir memories for many of

the older residents. Tbe complete atories .ay ne~er be known, but

they are history and worthy of a place in tbe story of the vil1aae.

itr. ~Blph ::avi,
and family in
hil flret ear.
One of the fire
to be owned In
the cOJlllllUnity.

The l.l:ethodiet
Church, before
it became a
Uni ted Cnureh.
lIial Skinner's
nouee in the
baeqround 11
one of the
first bUilt on
the atreetand
was occupl ed by
a Doetoc before
iU88 Skinner' 8
Grandfather
bought it.



The X.Simpson carriage
shop,on the site of the
Cecil Maynard offices
and cold storage plant.
They must have painted
more than carrlagBa_
Notice Mr.W.~.Freele'a

new sign for his general
store,where Dr, Jones'
home now stands.

,
Yr. Ralph Davis ,The
~Yillage Blaoksmith
whose business wae
one of the busiest
and most important
i.n those daya.

Mr. Davis and his helper
dressed in their leather
apronS,ready for a good
hard day(s work.His shop
stood on the aite of tne
Burnel Graham Companies
storehouses.
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THE SCHOMBERG "STANDARD,"
'n order 10 i"c~ lh~ circulation ofllie ST..SDUn. we hl,"., decided to olftr tbefoJlc>,'ing libenl indu~

In,,,Uln !",rtiea .cling U A~nq. rT An,· oee ""ndin;: us-

:, :'"I",,,ril>e.. for I J"C~r, will receirc n OOp," "fthe I'.l~r fro,,, or the Canadn Farmer lor I }'car.

lU ~11l>$crihers 1M l yt'.r•• c.:o!'}" "f CjthN of Ihe following Pe.iodical.:-llow llelt.; l.oudon Jou,nol;
Oodef. L"d"",' Book; l..adies' "',iend ; J'o:)"l~ Edneakot, or New Dominion M"nlhlj".

I~ :"i"bRri!>e", for 1 )"""', auy two oftbe .00'"" }'eriodica""

TE lOIS ;-$' 00 1'''' YC" ;fIlIli" in ",h-8""". or ",illnn 3 months; otherwin, $1.51:1. No e1Tort wi II 00 "P'" ed
to n,ake the :)TA1'iDA1W a l·'irot·CI.n Family Journal.

. JOSEPH 1'. C.-\ILSO:\', )-:<1;/"...

POST OHICE.



VILLAG. LIPS AT T~ TURI OP T~ C~~URY

Scho.be~i Band a~ound 1890. ftecto~ Shelaon 5th f~o= rigbt standing

ftight- Yred Dennis - Druggist
Left- Geo.~llowell -Uanage~ ot Traders Bank

and his young etaft ot two.



SCHOUBEflG TEliNIS CLUB (About I900)

Back Row,from left
Clara Brereton;Yiss Ball;ivelyn Sprcule;Orma Brydon;Ruby Norman;

Ruby Creighton; George nallowell; DrJlillane
Second Rcw -Standing-Hazel Sproule; Florence Pinkerton.

Seated_ ~rs.Dlllane;MurielSproule; Marshall Chantler;
Annie ~dwards; Yr8.~ Brydon.

Front ~ow- Dr."illary Wilkinson; Percy Bradley; John Taylor;
Two young Bank Staff Members.

-MSH ONLY· CLUB

From Top_
Fred Dennis; J.KcDcnald;

Dr.Dl1lane;
Ed. McDowell; Ed. Ferguson.



BY-GONE INDUSTRIES
="'~'""'=="'~~~~

AS Brownsville grew in population, so inllustries llevelopell to meet the needs of the
people. Of course, the Mill to grind the wheal and fJour was Ihe first necessi ty.
After iI'S establishment the hamlet grew quickly and with ,t the need for other
commodities to sustain even the humblest way of life.

There was a tannery where hides were prepared for shoe making and harness. A
wo::Hen mill thaI took the place of tne tellious hOl:le spinning and weaving. A
>lheelwright, wagon r.taker and blacksmith. who each contributed to the manufacture of
the crude implements necessary to till the soil. later a foundry was Started; a
tinsmith to make pails. pans and other such neceSSities and a cooper who made
barrels for storage of vegetables. meats. etc. But. progress brought ,t's changeS;
then as well as now; and as you drive through the liltle town not one trace lI:ay be
seen of any of these busy locations, anll little is known of them.

However. we have tried to record the names of as many as possible of these ingeniouS
men WM(} contributed no less. to the development of our community. than has the
larger industry or today - Sufficient unto the day was the product of their labor.

Implement Shop

Mi 11 Owners -

Storekeepers

Blacksmiths -

Wheelwright and
wagon Maker

Cooper -

Shoe Make r

Tanrery

Woollen 1'1, lis

Tinsmi tn-

Foundry -

Printing Press

liar~ss Shop .

•
Hotel Keepers·

livery Keepers -

JOM Ba i rd
JoM Botham

Thomas Brown; Garrett Brown; Levi Oennis; Wm. DenniS;
Alex Ferguson; Rolph Oavis; Geo. EdwardS.

Asa Moore; W'II. Moore; John W. Hughes; Jas. McGinnis;
J.F. Grey; Chas. Hughes; Ross and Ramsay; Edmund walker;
wm. and Martin lOCkhart; Mr. and Mrs. C· Sparling;
J. 6ryllon; Sidney leonard; Fred Chantler; Robt. Creighton;
Ed. Sibree; wes Brown; W.E. Freele; >l.t. ,~cGowan;

Roy Dixon; W. Muxlow; Cecil iienry; Harry Kitchen;
T.E. Stonehouse.

Wm. Wright; "'m. Kitchen; Jas. Kitchen; John Sharp;
John EdwardS; ~esbitl Riddell; Rolph Davis; John Hart.

TM(}S. Robi nson; Wm. Taylor; i~m. Spr i ng; JOhn Ussher.

ROb\. Shelson

8. Fanning; Alexander Graham; Dan Horrigan.

WI!!. Hales; Chas. Oavis

Isaac Brown

J. p. Foucar

MiChael and T. Kraney

Jas. HaWkins; Geo. Morrison; Simon Stahl.

Anderson Tegart

Harry Ilulse; Harry Isaacs; Geo. liill; liarry Gibson;
Will. liarris; 10m. Sliney; F. leonard; John Tracey;
John Sutton; JOs. Sutton.

Jas. Ellison; 10m. Pinkerton; Frank Jennings; WI!!. Doyle.
luke lyonS; Fred Ellison.



Edul;ation is the birthright of Hery I;hild. It is the duty of those in authority
to protect the child in the enjoyment of thiS right. The kind and extent of
education are primarily to be decided by the parent but the youth may choose
additional training for a particular trade or profession.

The test of education is not outward pros~eri1y. the enlargellent 01 liar's do.inion
over n,lIllre. or troe increase of lIaterial thiflgS. Tliese are la:.<dable if they add to
the slole-house of lIan's purllOSe. or extena tile scope 01 natiolls; b.. t the true tesl
01 education is in tne influence -t has I'pon the lIin~s and hearts of people.

~ducal,on. aside f,oll the sullJecls taught, exerci~s an intluence upon the clla.acte •.
The scholar hiaself is Ihe greatest type 01 petfecUon in ed:lcat,on. He beC(flleS
enlarged, Slrengtlll'nl'd and illPfOVed by the mental training and stru!l"le through a
decade or 1I0re yea's.

This age, SCience presentS lIide horixons. glorious opportunities and grave respon­
SibilitieS to the youtll of today. The neeas of lIlan are varied ana numerous·
simplest in the early periOd, they inc,eaH in number and comploity as Ill' progress
upward in the scale of civiliHlion. The problem of interdependence lias not
recognized until long after intelligence had been placed above pllysi,al strengtll.
{very discovery and invention Ilas added to till' require<:lent of un in hOlle, society
and pUblic life. It is nOli considered tllat, ~Ile lives 1I0S! IIho acts the noblnt
dnd thinks !I·.e best~.

l!!L§tJ..l!]~

ill all' architects of Fall',
1I0lking in these lIalls 01 tille;

SOlie wi th ussive deeds and great.
SOlie with ornaments Of rhYlil'.

~lothing useless is, or low.
ucll thing in it'S place is best.

And what sel'llS but idle sllow,
Strl'llgthl'n~ and supportS the rest.

for the Strlictl'reS that Ill' raiSe,
Tiae is IIi til :aatl'rials filled;
Cur to-days and yestl'rdays.

Are the blocks IIi III Illlicll Ill' ~ui Id.

- tOllgfello"
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lhe ,Schoof.
Reeor<!s of tile firSl school to serve
this Section are sketchy, but it is
presli~ed it was erected about the ~r

IB20 near the south east corner of Ihe
Ninth ConceSSion and the tloydtown
road, on the knoll a little 10 the east
on the tloydlown road dnd very near the
centre of the Section. It Has not a
log building, but "laS constructed of
plank dnd served the communi ty for
twenty-five years; Nhen, as the population
increased and became more prosperous. the
need for a new and better School was evident.
As Schomberg was now developing inlo a busy
lillie centre With a population of about
125 i I Has thought advisable to move the
si Ie nearer the village and so lhe second
school was buill in 1845 on the site nON
occupied by the present school but al~ost

"here the monument no" stands. it "as
also a frame building but conSiderably
larger. [t is most probable that Mr.
101m. Moore, "ho later became one of the
early PoStmasters, taught in thiS
building and his is the first name

available of early school masters, The third SChool "as btilt in 1867 on the exact site
of the former~one,by Mr. Levi Dennis, one of the to"n's leading citizens at that time,
[t's loIalls loIere of solid bric~ plastered on the inSide. The timbers used to suppor[
the roof were of clear pine mortised together and fastened "ith "0 aden pegs. 1\ "as
a much larger building and "as later divided into two rooms and t"O teachers "ere
employeM.

In l697 higher education became a must and a room "as erected on the loIest Side of
thiS bUilding in the form of a T. ThiS room was used for Continuation school "Or~

carrying the pupils to the end of a second year high school. This addition cost eight
hundred dollars to erec t. The first Principal of the Continuation School loIas Mr. A.
Wilkinson. (A comRiete list may be found on page 9 - "Schomberg and it'S School". a
copy of which maybe found in the Library.)

The present school is the fourth building for this Section and stands just a little
south of the previouS bUilding on a plot approximately two and a half acres "hiCh
alb"s for ample landscaping and adequate play grouttt. This building is a t"o storey
model, made of solid red brick and tile "ith brick and tile partitions. There are
four Class roomS each "ith an adjoining teacher's room. four roomy cloak-rooms,
Spacious hallS, a science room and two playr~ms in the basement. It "as designed by
Mr. Clare P. Thompson of Toronto and Mr. Bernard Sutton of Schomberg. a local boy
"hO is no" a prosperous architect in SUdbury. The building is heated by steam and
lighted by Hydro and in every respect is quite modern. The cost of this building "as
$35,000. and lias opened by Canon H.J. Cody, Vice Chancellor 10 the UniverSi ty of
Toronto. on November 2nd. 1927. The Principal of the High School lias MiSS Nora
Armstrong and Miss Ella E. Henderson, ASSistant. and of the Public School, Mr. Herb
H. Sa"don, Principal and MiSS Jean C. Love, Assistant.

ThiS school lias the first ofit's kind in ontario, "Strictly Rural, and yet equipped to
carry pu~ils through to Matriculation Degree" - but "ith the marchd time - even this
"as not adequate and in 1947 the upper rooms were closed and "e became a part of the
Aurora and District figh School Area and Since then the pupils attending High School
are taken by Il.us daily to attend the very up-to-date ne" High School opened in Aurora
in ~946. In t'54 it lias found necessary to recondit ion one of the upper rooms for the
accommodation of Public School students and a third room w~ preSSed into use and a
third teacher employed. jn 1957 the fourth room "as opened and "e now have all the
space occupied for PUblic School work lIith a Staff of four teachers - Mr. Murray Edgar,
Principal; Miss Carol. Proctor, Miss Alice Smith and MrS. Geo. Ed"ards. Assistants.

At the preSent time there are 106 students enrolled and an intereSted Home and School
Associati on co-operate with the teac~ rs to"ard better efficiency and understandin,g.
At the graduation exercl";eS of the 1958 class a beautiful Soft toned copper bell "as
presented to the School by MiSS IJ. Clare Sproule. II was an hierloom of the Sproule
family and on one side the inscription readS; "Presented to Schomberg Public School in
memory of Ne"ton Hay SprOUle, former teacher of Schomberg School". Three of Mr.
Sproule's daughters became School teachers also and each in turn taught at the older
School only a short distance frOI1l their historical horne on H"y. 1127, where Miss Sproule
still resides and takes pleasure in her beautiful antiques. riCh in pioneer tradition.



EARlY PUBLIC SCftOOL PICTUl\i$
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Thie old picture was taken before the turn of the century.

1
Public and Continuation Clallses attending echool in J908.

Notice the none and buggy in the background
The same old wUlow tree ehaded many ieneratione.
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SC IiOO I.

PUBLIC AND

CONTINUATION CLASSES

1909

CONTINUATION SCHOOL

IN

WEST WING

Sitting from left as oumbered:-

GertrUde Hanlon; Qlla lynn; Olive Doyle; Myrtle Kitchen; Rowena Harris;

Myrtle Brown; Gertrude Ki lchen; Gladys Clarke; GertrudI.' Calhoun; Pea-l Lynn;

Greta Fletcher; Norma Sloan; Fern Clarke; Mable Skinner; Marjorie Burling.

BACK ROW-------
Oertha Coulter

Fanny ROSner

GladyS Brown

Freda Deacon

,,
S;~NT~L~OW· Elma DoddS; Jean Harris; Fern Clarke; Gertrude Atkinson;

Orma Edwards; Florence Botham; Eva Sai rd; I rene Deacon; Gladys Clarke;

Regina Deacon; velma Stonehouse; Stella Deacon;

fRONT_~OW - Graydon Atkinson; Ivan Monkman; John McKenna; Clifford MarChant;

Donald Adair; Joe McGinniS; Ormie Gallagher; Harold Russell.



The last Continuation Class (Grade 10) at the Old School with
their principaL l'Iiss /;Ora Ar.strong. ThiS School. the 3rd
10 serve this Section. was erected in 1667 . Continuation Class
Tooa added in 1697 and served until 19l7 .

•
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folloHin~ the opening of the NeH SChool on November lnd. 19l7. Grades 9
and 10 with "iss r.tora Armstron~. Principal (extreme right) and MiSs fila
flenderson. :,ssistant (extreme left).



Schomberg Public and Continuation Sehool-__ Krected in 1927 •
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Grade Ix or the new Continuation School 1921

lUe8 Nora G.Armatroni--Pr1ncipl1J! _ Extreme riiht

Kia. Ell. HenderBon--Aeeistant _ A~treme left



CONTINUATION SCHOOL CLASSES 1936 AND 1943
=========--=====::-~-:o==..-:::==

+~

BACK ROW:----
2110 ROIl:
3ROii:0I/:---

FRONT ROil:

.,""" .,~•.1Trevor Graham; Lorne BroNn; Peter Sutherland; Cyril Traynor; TeI1 "
Bllb Hart; Kti til Sutherland; W•. pagan.
Ktrvyn Houghton; l. Cairns; Harold fuller; Eri, Adair
Cliff Wauthopt; Bja i I )\ttl; Racllael ProClor; Rose DU$1l,o; Jean Terry;
Inez ~"illan; Lorna Breedon; Stanley Hughes.
Veronica Duggan; Rulh COOptl; lorna MCGuirt; ----1; Audrey Ellison;
Jun Saltdon; "-1ry Ousko; "Iten IoIray; Phyllis Rutllerford; IIJriel Webb;
Vera Williamson; ",Idred Brown; Audrey Marchant; Grace Wauchopr; ~dtlint

Hanlon; Stella KuniSki; Jean Cabell; Agnes Traynor; IIf. (anltlon; Florence
Hanlon; Brerdon.
Ken Maynard; John Perry; Clare Rainey: Bob MCCutcheon; Wilfred Charbonneau.

-11----
BACK ROioI: "c. Canltlon; Ji8 Conntll; Kerth santing; U_er Tl1o.pson; Brucr Graha ;

JAck Gourlay.
~~: K;S$ Noble; Kathleen Duggan; Frances lIilson; Gwen Adair; Helen Hanlon;

Gwyn Karchan!; Catherine BantIng.,,_,_"!_,_,_w: Pauline Hdnlon; ThtlAa JIlCGu,rt; Jean Gr<llt; Irent DdVis; Thtl ...
McCutcheon; lois Stonehouse; Joyce Terry.
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1'he Chu-r-ches.

!Jet'IlqbkaliIgmt1IJ'OIlhie dnrdt,9Lori.
Gutha1kbp-roUe.lltli l1li' lllI'P'tmn ..
lIIr rlJlllf.aa mmlltlhroug.tu1ItlIr T!Pllllori.
To oll'tI' Tbn OlllIlWm.\rarddtpraiIle.
IDe CIJlIIf tu orr'k T!PlotmMallt guiiiug rom.
IDe rGlIr lila! _ bInlno at'Ilq frrt;
IDe orrk the raboiug quirt of thie hour
bil! fna the rIauriJg tWIg.the rrwJid Item

•, !Jet Tb! bltooiug M1IjlOU lhie rhmli.1J)[FI'lIll.
lIpl1l apropk ia tkrinitllhml: .'
llr Thou out lu\pn'. be our guitle aa~ otllp.
HoHmemv.thrbnU D11l11hitklllefm.
Lod ffo~. for "'rI'\! rlmTh ia rIlCI'! !awl.
lIIr reave abinllliag fmn Tq lIIightf w .
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THE QUAKER CHURCH

Little .", ... s it thought, when GeorGe Fox, the fOlmder of the Quaker Sect,
began his te ching in \','ales in 1650 that the results would be so far
reaching, nd that his followers would be al;long the first to carry the
convictions of the Quaker move:Dent to the f/ilderness of V"per Canada.
The heroic endurance ~ith which these people pe.sisted, ir the face of
lone conti::ued pe.secution, marks them as a people of creat courage
and dete~1nation. Their profound belief that, before God all must
a~pear <:.t tile final ,;udDDent without externE.l trG..p1r>..{;s, r'.nks or
~nours, forced the~ to cdopt the lainest of dress , modes of living
and method of speech, pre~ch1ng of equality of Lil people ...nQ taking
no pqrt in any seditious movement. They shunned all form and ritual
in their \orshlp and accepted the Bible as containin£ all revelations
suitable to the understandings ot the people who received them. In
their place of worship they ~aited in silence tor indiviuual guidance
and inspiration, and believed that Without good ~orks, reli£ious
experiences were sham and sentimental. Their Church contained no
7<llpit, no special ministry, no seroon, no Scripture reauine and no
song - only the silent ~aitine tor a Spiritual ~essage. In fact, so
set \7ere the: in their belief, that when David V,'illson su eested "that
oy abound with IDUsic~ at a meeting at the fir~t Church at ~e~~rket,

he ~as expelled fro~ the Society for daring to ~uggest reli8ious reform.
Five families withdre~ ~ith him and this small group formed the nucleus
around which the "Davidites" or "Children of Peace" ~a, fonned, who
were instrument~l in building the Teeple at Sharon w~ich took six years
to build and was coepleted in 1831.

So convinced were they in their opinions and emphasizing the matters
over vllllch differences had Iolrisen in the parent Church, they determined
to adopt many changes. T ~ Quakers shunned all symbolism, even wedding
rings! The Davidites expressed symboliso by builoine their Temple
representing the Trinity, within which was an altar or innuoerable
pieces put to(ether without nails. The Quakers eschewed both art and
music. At Sharon the first pipe organ in Canada was built in the
Temple. The Quakers did not wear mourning or erect tombstones. From
Sharon four silken banners on colden spear shafts led a procession of
Davidites to the old grave yard and chi911ed naoes on the stones ot
their departed brethern. The Quakers did not observe any teast days
but in the Keeting House at Sharon was held the first T"I8nksgiving
Supper in Upper Canada when people flocked froc miles around to share
the bounty of good things and to hear David Willson, his sTleet singers
and his cornet band.



After TIllIson's death in 1866, the Children of Peace were left without
a leauer and b)' 1880 most of its' members had strayed to other faiths.
Another cycle was completed but Davud Willson is remembered by his
industry, his tOlerant spirit, his benevolence to those in need, his
pipe organ and his joyous Thanksgiving, and Sharon Temple remains
today a monument to the quiet spoken Christian who influenced the lives
of others for good, and a fitting J.luseum for the fine collection of
Canadiana that preserves the life story of our early pioneers.

It ~as in 1802 that Timot~v Roge~s a pious Quaker from Connecticut,
opened a uagon road up Yonge Street, then lQ10wn as the Conestoga Trail,
and founded the first successful settlement in King and Uhitchurch
TOlnsnips, settling on their homesteads in and around the to~m Of
Ne~market. There were twenty-seven families in all bearine such
familL I' names as Proctor, Lepard, Doane, Shrigley, Gorman, Phillips,
Lloyu, Heacock, \'Iebb and Van Horn. They were all Friends, called by
tae world "Quakers", and ..mong t'10se early settlers were the ancestors
of many present day residents of York County. Those were the people
who founded the first Quaker Meeting Kouse on Yonge Street, just west
of New~rket. That quaint old builcing surrounded by the simple and
quiet burying ground is still preserved and kept in its' original
condition by the pre~ent "Society of Friends" with headquarters in
Toronto and who journey at least once a year to hold a meeting there.

Those pioneers, who ~d the courage to endure oardships and loneliness
to establish homes in a free country, were indeed both adventuro\JS
and industrious and chose the sights of their new homes with extreme
care. Some, who were dissati~fied wit,l r;hitchurch TOlliShiy, spread
westl'!ard and we find such names as Davis, Lloyd, Phillips ana Wilson
common in the vicinity of Schomberg und Lloydtovm. Having become
established here they felt the need of their Meeting House and it was
with difficulty they attended the monthly ~eetin s at Yon8e Street.
No doubt, serious thought was given to the erection of a new Meeting
Kouse close at hand, but as early as 1033 their deCision had been made
and following is an exact copy of the Indenture;

"Bargain and Sale of the piece of ground which is the site of the
present Meeting House or (Quaker Church as we know it), that stands on
Lot 33, Highway 27, directly east of the Village of Schomberg -

Dated April 18th, 1833

Made between John ,"iatson, of the To.mship of King and Ann Watson his
wife - the owners of Lot 33, Concession 9, and the Trustees for the
Yonge Street Month y meeting of the Society of Friends, co~only

called Quakers - Cyrus Dennis of the Township of ~mitchurch

Amos Armitage of the TO;'TIship of West Gwillimbury
Abraham Brovin of the TO'l,nship of Whitby
Joel Hughes of thc Township of King,

this Committee of Trustees ~eing appointed at the Yonge Street Monthly
Meeting held at Pickering, was empowered to take conveyance of the land
ret1uir.ed for the Church purposes, said land to be conveyed anli witnessed
by John Watson.in consideration of the sum of Five Kundred Dollars
paid by the above named Trustees of tne Yonge Street Meeting of the
Society of Friends, the land so conveyed being situate in the Tovnship
of King on the Ilorth East corner of Lot 33 in the 9th Concession com­
prising 16 roods in front and extending 10 roods from the Concession
line! this parcel of land to oe released and forever to be quit claimed
unto the above named Trustees und their successors as chosen by the
majority of the members of the Yonge Street Monthly Meeting of the
Society of Friends. All Dower Rights in this lana, he~d by Ann Watson,
wife of John Wntson, liere released on receipt of five Shillings paid by
the aforesaid Trustees, and the Indenture ~as signed and sealed in the
presence of Samuel Phillips of the To~nship of King and Peter Wilson of
the To\',nship of Whitchurch and the memorial of the execution of same
was registered on t~e 10th day of June, 1834. n

This authoratutive information is accompanied by an excerpt ~rom the
llinute Book of the 1:onthly i.1eetinG of the Society of Friends dated the
13th day of the 4th month, 1859 which 6irects as a quota of 50 Pounds
to be paid to assist in the building of a Meeting House in King Township
near to the village of Schomberg.



•

T:1e original loIeeting House followed the exact p~ttern of t~.e one on
.onte ftreet ~nd was )ll....ceQ ,:it:, t'.e long oic.e runr.in... :;ort'1 <-m:'
Sout!l. It l8 of frame construction and had t':'iO entrances facinE: Ea_t
becl'luse the Illen and women entered at separate dOl,rs nd sat on se;;ar"te
sides of the Church on plain wooden benchcs, the mer,ls seats elev~ted

on a platfom.

Around the year 1890 the building ~us in need of some repair and it
was thought wise to turn it around facing eust and west. The verandah
like projection was removed and the entire building oricked ~nd a snaIl
portion at t~e front partitioned off as a Sunday School room for no
conversation could take place in t .e ~eetinc room, but as time went on
fewer ana fel",er ceetin{;s r.ere 910., but addltiorw.l Eround v'as purclwsed
for the buryilll:; gro'md. tre or.i.cinal ",est boundar: or ""ich ~ still
be recognized by the straight roT. of eleve~ s~ll he~dstones oe~rlnf

the nace "r.ilson~.

In t"e Manaee: ent or the Cemetery v.as )It.ced in the !'.anas of a
Bo~rd of Trustees and bec&rne a Co~~ity Ceretery and in 1957 permis­
sion was granted by the Society of Friends, through~. E~rle Toole of
I-'ine OrC!l<1.rd, to huve a v~ult placed in t 'e basement of t e rouin
yOl'tion of t;,c C\iurch which hc.s ceen p.!inted and !flahe suitable for
Commitvl Services. T~is was CO~rleted and opened in 1958 and made
possible by gellerous contribt tions of relatives of thoSe lald to rest
in t'le percerul ar.c. \011 ke.,t litt.l.c Ce,.etery. T e 10c11 ;{ol,ticultliral
Society a~e ~rauually 8~d~nC a little ~ auty by pl(·tinC bul~s: s~bs

pnd flo.,ers e: ch year, 6. the sDCLll Sunoo.y Sc:t'.ool roo~ i~, being made
into a suit'ble ~aiting rooo ~or friends usinC t"e orictna little
stO'Ye i'or he..t am SOl:le or t "e orlf;inal seets cOII'~lcte "it lone
cushions.

In addition tv t,.is, throuGh the efforts of some of the descendants of
t \Ole loy: 1 pione<ers, (l, beputiful !.Iemori",l Gate v,as cl'ected in 1932
"t the top of tl"e sters lead inc to t:J.c Cemetery Vona bearinr t'1e fol101 inl
inscription -

"Erected t<.. the me-o.y of the pioneers an;. early CI !1bers of t'·,e Reli:ious
Society of Friends, who fo~ded and built .on this ~ite t\je fi ·~t

Friends lJ.eetine qO',se and dedlcl'ted it to t'~e "Or Ill. of God and t'le
Glorj t',ereor. II

Among the remaining descendants of those pious Friends, or Q\akers as
we know thern, W:tO were responsible for the erection of the {;«te "ere
those of t .e late Charles and Bartley Davis wMse wives were both
staunch and faithful members of t~ Women's Institute, bnt who have
pasfed to their reward .

•



D~VID WILlSON.
r""oJ<, "I Ill. ClIIId... ol _ ,

FIRST CHURCH ORGAN

,,

DAVID WILLSON'S STUDY



SCHOMBERG UNITED CHURCH-------------------------------------

METHODIST CHURCH 1881 - 1925

I

PRAISE GOD FROM WHOM ALL BLESSINGS FLOW,

PRAISE HIM, ALL CREATURES HERE BELOW.

PRAISE HIM ABOVE. YE HEAVENLY HOST.

PRAISE FATHER. SON AND HOLY GHOST.

The firSt record available of the United·Church is that of the union Sabtlth School of
Brownsville in May 185b. The Sabbath SChool and ChurCh services were held in a one
roomed bUilding that Stood on the Site now occupied by Mr. William crane's house.
ThiS building was formerly a school house and stOod on the ninth line of King on a
piece of land now included in the farm of Mr. Stephen leonard and was moved when the
frame school hOUSe was built on the site of the present SChool. Rev. James Caswell.
who .was stationed at Aurora. conducted a series of revival services in this building.
resulting in llIany being brought into the church.

Later. the new Connection Church was bUilt almost on the Site of the present
Presbyterian Church. This was a wooden building and was often spoken of as the Sugar
Bowl due to it'S shape. Some time later. the WeSleyan MethodiStS built the church that
is now known as the Masonic Hall. The Sabbath School was a union School and was held
in the upper part of the Temperance Hall that stood where the present Market Hall standS,

The Methodist Church was built in 1881 and lias formerly opened in March. 1881, With
Rev, David Cattanach as Pastor. The following is a list of the miniSterS of thiS church:

,,
Rev, David Cattanach
Rev, wallace Stewart
Rev, George Brown
Rev, Herman Moore
Rev. Alfred Bedford
Rev. Reuben Toye
Rev. G.W, Robinson
Rev. Hugh BrOlin
Rev, ASher P. lat ter
Rev, George Hewi II
Rev, J.H. Stonehouse
Rev. W,H, Madden
Rev. John HUlAphries
Rev. J.A. Petch
Rev. Thomas Scott
Rev. F,A. Mourse
Rev. WllI. R. Clements
Rev. George R. Kitching

1881
1882
1885
1888
1891
1894
1897
1900
1902
1903
1904
1905
1908
1912
1913
191b
1919
1922

1882
1885
1888
1891
1894
1897
1900
1902
1903
1904
1905
1908
1912
1913
191b
1919
1922
1925



About the year 1901 the Methodist Church in L10ydtown was closed and the congregation
uni ted Io'i ttl thiS Church,

In June 1925, during the pastorate of the Rev, George Kitching, the Methodist Church
entered the union With the Congregational Church and many of the Presbyterian Churches
in Canada to form what is now known as the united Church of Canada, so that the Rev,
George R. Kitching was the last Methodist Minister and the first MiniSter of the
united Church of Canada in Schomberg, Other Ministers Since that time were:

Or. J. T, caldwell
Rev, OIm. Mai r
Rev. T.R. White
Rev. W.A. McKay
Rev. R.S. McMillan
Or. Mercer
Rev. John MCEwen

1925 ­
1926­
1931
1933
1936
1938
1939

1928
1931
1933
1936
1938
1938
1947

Rev. J.e. McLean came as Minister in 1947 and it was early in hiS pastorate that the
Church building was condemned and the present church was erected and dedicated on
May 19th, 1948. The building eomlilittee being Harvey Leonard, Or. Kay, Burnel Graham
and John Rainey.

The follOWing MiniSterS have since served:

Rev. J.C. McLean
Rev, Gordon Hunter
Rev. W.I'\. Lee

1947
1950
1953

1950
1953
until the present time

It seems worthy Of noting that the Union Sabbath School of 1856 was the commencement
of the united Church of Canada in this village.

In 1958 Mr. Lee retired from the Ministry and left SCMomberg to reside in Alliston,
Ontario, He had been an enthUSiastic member of the lions Club. and an ardent
sportsman. He was succeeded by Rev. Sheridan Bole who came ltre from Smithville, aM
who along with Mrs. 80le tJas taken up the duties of the large congregaton and a
Sunday School numbering over one hundred .

.JL-_



t.he old rect.ory after Mn. Mannina:, but the tollowing naI:l.es do cc.e t.o mind:
WeUe. Dowds, Grant, .m Jos. Morriaey tl"Ol!l.me. t.be present. owner, Mr. Art GrtJ',
purchased it. in 1946. Beilll an arelent. collector ot books he converted part. ot t.he
house 1nto a he.. library t.yPe ot book store ani r-ueUecl t.he ~nder int.o a
charw1ng old h-=-. In 1959 it. WIlS all dest.royed b,. tire IUY.i wit.h it. went t.M.
precious collecLion ot booll:s.

M.r. Grs.y't1 greet. love of good books Pl"Oll:lpted him to begin apin , and he not. only
bU11t. /I. beautiful home on the a/l.lle site, but. he converted t.he old bam t.hat. had been
buUt in 1854, to house the rectors' oor8es, into amoat inte,'esting book ahop wit.h
t.h. pleasant., triend~ atmosphere t.hat invit.es people t.o brouse an:! enjoy Me
excellent. collection of some t.wl!nt.y tol:ousan:! books.

I foUl sure if sllJ" ot t.he cld rect.or. has been asked t.o choo5e an ending tor t.M.
wonderful old building site. they could not have lIuggested anything more titting, tor
cheap fiction and trallh;y litel"llture has no roOCl on Kr. Gra.y's shelvell,



Continued

Cooaplling local hiato17 is a never endina: proee", lind stories alrea~' written GlUlt
be added to as information triclcles in from most unexpected sourees. To all those
kind people I extend my appreeiation and hope that on this page I may do justiee
to fads I had nogleeted.

I had neglected to include the tollowins t&cta &bout the Old Chureh Bell that
s~ed the ecngreption to Chureh at St. Mary Y.-gda.l.ene'll for~ decades. It "<III
not \lIltil 190) that a bell was p.u-chased for the tower that l'Iad re:aained e=;>ty tor
sixty years. this bell >es brougbt rro. M.enelly COI:IpIL:"\Y of TroT, :lew York and eost
the Su:ll ot $64.00 f.O.B. Aurora. It weighed TllO HW'dred and fi.'ll polUlds. In 1925
it was moved &m pheed in the tower of the new Church, where it ill seldom heard
tor congregations &re not sUlLlIIOned to Church in this generation.

Another interest:!.ng ste17 is told about the old Church. The interior
all han:!. -.de by a devout Anglican na&ed Mr. Walter 'Nregett. Rbi!e he
pews a dillJlllte arose Y.1im resuJ.ted. in hia witbdraW&l !'ra:l the Church.
¥.etho::list and is blU'ied in the old ~..u'I1ty c.etery.

furniture was
_s Illaking the

He bee&l:le a

Since tho writing of the History of the Church, -.n,y changes l'Iave taken place _ chief
&1llOIli: thelll 11 the honour of having two more of our :young .embers enter the Minfatr;y,
n.amely, Rev. Ho_ret Malson and Rev. Robt. Hulle. Kr. Hulae ill Rector ot "Saint
John the Evangelist" in Elorll, Ontario, and Mr. Matson, tormer ReotOf' of "St. Phillips"
Chureh, Waston and with permission to officiate in the Dioeese of Toronto.

My story ended with Mr. Volliclc's ineUllbeney whieh ended in 1967 when he was succeeded
by Re.... Arthur Allerton, wi'>:> 11 the present. incUDbeot. In 1972 it was deeided to
ereet a rectory on tM lot donated by Mr. fox for this purpose. ThB old reetory was
sold and the new building ..as ready tor OQ<:\:pa.ticn the end ot the y.,..r.



Congregational Picnic at Jackson's Point. 1909, during the
incumbency of Rev. J.E. Gibson, seen in the centre of the
flock. Picnics Mere not easy to arrange in those days. The
Mhole party travelled by the old steam railway to Schomberg
Junction and then by Radial to JackSon's Point. !t was
indeed a gala occasion.

--
- --

Sunday School Picnic at Roches
had their once-a-year outing.
on his young charges.

Point. 1910, when the chi Idren
Rev, J.E. Gibson keeps an eye



THE CAIRN------------------

1,,
,

,
,

Although the old churCh was reverently abandoned
after eighty-two years of fai Ihful service. as a
~emorial to those pioneers who have crossed the
Great Divide, and seemed appropriate as an
ancient and honourable landmark surrounded by the
tombstones that mark the last resting place of
those fai Ihful pioneers, yet i I ;/dS reasonable to
concede that to stand in disuse would mean
ultimate crumble and decay,. largely through the
elforts of one staunch pioneer, Mr. Edward Marchant.
it was thought advisable to take the old building
down dnd replace it with a suitable cairn to mark
the spot whereon it stoOd. Consequently a
beautiful cairn of large brown stones used in the
foundation of the rirSt church in 1642 was erected
by Mr. Richard Oldrield. The inscription readS:

"TO the Gloryd God and in Memory or the Pioneers
of Lloydtolln and Vicini ty"

"
,
"

Mrs. Edward Marchant and Mrs. Robt. l~--;ro--~--,>ro-"."r"=".~"':~=:,"~:::::"'"_"::::::::::"_=_=:o,'
Hulse - both members of the original
churCh for over half a centry .
unveiled the cairn at a dedication
service held July 29th. 1940 during
the rectorShip of Rev, F,V. Abbott
and on the occaSion or the tloydtown
Old 60ys Reunion when hundredS or sons
and daughters or those early settlers
returned to the little town for a one
day celebration. A suitable back·
ground of various coloured Shrubs
forOl a beautirul background and the
little cemetery around relllainS well
kept and p~aceful on the historic
hillSide in a once thriVing village
and nOli a quiet hamlet,



IJ.O'!DrowN ANOUCAN IlECI'alY

,

lie are indebted. to Hr. Al.d... Wintel" for tid...ery fi"" picture t&k... in 1938, and
which !'a. inspired. .e to re_rch aU a'.dl&blot :info~tion about it, &3 it w.,
cel"tainl,y one of u.. very oW nw.H. in the Yill.q;",

Although the Chureh ... built in l8IJ it w.. not WItH 185) tllat the first QO...-.nt
""s 1lllLd" t.o>Iard the buil.ding ot • rectory. For !.hose ten 1_" R8Y. Osler lived. in
80rd Head .rod. travelled. b)' horse bAck to serv" th" p""ish ot Uoydt01lll. In 18,54
tour ani one·llal! .cres were purchased. adjoining the Church property frOlll Mr. T.W.
Tyson, fol' the SUll! of Foul' Hundred .nd Fifty Dollal's, and on it ws.s built the
pal'sonage pictured hel'e. It I.U • spacious two story bui1ll1n& )8' by 28', "nd cost,
including the tence SUl'l'OUllding the lot, the Sum of Two thOUMni Dolls". A 11.1'&e
Sllll\lllel' 1d.tchen and woodshed ....N! added a little lateI'.

Sixteen rectON! and theil' twlies occupied it until th" n.... Church was built. in
Sch"",bel'£ in 1'125. At. t.his u." the rectory ....s sold to Kra. Kanning fol' El&ht. ...n
Hundred Dolla" and t.he R.......nd Mrs. Ilobinson, who _re inc..t>enta .t that t.l.u,
.oyed to the lloue purehuecl fro. Kr. KalT)'~ onq two dool'S ast. ot the new
Church. A c.,.plete record is net ....&tlabla of t.he ~el' of faaili... lObo occupied



~;ove:D.ber 6th,I963,w,e a very epecial day in tae lives of tae
WemDers of St,~ry ~idalene's ~omen'e Auxiliary when seventy-five
years of service in the Uieeionary work of the Church wae celebrated
when visiting Church wotnen from the village and friends from greater
distances ,gathered with us for a service of T,.anksgiving llnd Joy.
The accomyanying picturee shOw tae attractive sett1n. 1n tne Parish
Hall which added eharacter and charm for the occaaion •

•

(



PA:rnTJ:NG 0& LIT.i:.RATURE

lCc9"EetuFo froD the Ba~est Field"
Canada'. rirst ~11 colour
art staJllP.

.C=Canada6==.

'970
Group of Seven 50th Anniversary
Arthur Lis~er'. -Isle. or Spruce-

--- --Canada 6
_~ = Canada1

1971.l.'Indian Camp on 1871--Big Raven­
Lake Hur~~Paul Kane ~~i1y Carr 1871-1945

:1967 Contennia1 :Issue

1972~acks~ith 5hop·
Corn"lius Krieghoff

1815-1872

Alaska lIiGhvay
A.Y. Jackson

The Jack Pine

Tall! Thomson

8ylot Island
Lavren Harris

The Ferry, Quebec
JalIles Ii. ~lorr1.ce

5 ll"""e r 5 tore "
John Ensor

IllIp. Wildcat
H.G. Cl "de

• •
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The 50181l1n Land
J._.H. MacDonald

1969
S. LeaCOck
1869-1944

1965 1960
Sir ~. Churchill
1874-1965 P. Johnson

1861-191)

1968
II.Bourassa
1869-1952

1968
John McCrae
1872-1918

1968 lion. GeQrge ilrovn 1818-1880
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~I~_MARY_~AGQ~1~~~~NG11~~~~~~~~~----------------------------------

WE LOVE THE PLACE, 0 GOD,
WHEREIN THINE HONOUR DWELLS

THE JOY OF THINE ABODE,
All EARTHLY JOY EXCELS.

The story of the ~eginning of this Old, historic Parish dates back to 1837.
lloyd town, at that time, was the mOSt thriving town in the area and was headquarters
to the people who took part in the rebellion. The Government built barr.lcks for the
accommodation of a Company of Volunteers under the command of Captain Armstrong, and
the Rev. F.L. Osler., who was then MiniSter at the Church at Tecumseth, came over to­
Lloyd town from time to time to give services of the church to the volunteers.

In 1842 an acre of ground was given by r.w. Tyson Esq. as a site for a church. With
great enthusiasm the people began immed,ately to erect this church. The bUilding was
of mud brick, 50' x 30' and stood on the brow of the hill overlooking the entrance
to the Village. The ChurCh. all hough unfinished, was opened the firSt day of January
1843 and in the fall of that year the Rev. H.B. Osler, brother of Rev. F.l. Osler,
was ordained and appointed Missionary to the Townships of King, Albion and parts
adjacent, The path this beloved man trod was not an easy one for the territory he
travelled to visit sick and well, and in facL to bring comfort and Cheer to all with
whom he came in contact, was rough and uncleared. ~e conducted services in houses,
SChOOl houses and even barns throughout his vast terri tory, beginning services in
r,obleton in a barn and in later years in a house in Bolton and Sandhill. His
transportation was on foot or on horseback. HiS labor of love claimed the best years
of his life. for he was Red.or for a continuous period of thirty-one years, when he
was transferred to York MillS in 1674. Such was the Ministry and such was the man.
who so profoundly affected the life of the lloyd town community more than a century
ago. laying the foundation of better things in the lives of all wi th whom he came in
contact,

C.J. 8alStone
R. perdue
H.C. Aylwin
J.E. GibSon
J.H. Colclough
W. Newman
A.C. McCollum
E.G. RobinSon

Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.
Rev.

In 1854 a piece of land adjoining the ChurCh property was purchased and the Rectory
was ~uilt. It cost. inCluding the fence around the lot. the sum of $2.000. This
building still stands and is in good condition. In 1859 the mud briCk on the church
W(5 all hewn down to the foundation and replaced with burnt briCk and ten years later
the interior was completely renovated and new seats were installed. The congregation
truly loved their church and tell stories of how the ladies would pack a lunch and
spend all day at the churCh making garlandS of grain and flowers and decorating the
entire church ror HarveSt Thanksgiv;ng. There was a thriving Sunday School, a good
Sible Class and a mid-week Prayer Service. For over eighty years the old ChurCh
served the people under the rollowing Rectors:-

Rev. H.S. Osler
Rev. E. Hoskin
Rev. C. Dundas
Rev. E. Soward·
Rev. H.D. Cooper
Rev. E.w. Sibbald
Rev. T.l. williams
Rev. J.E. Hand



OurinQ the incumbency of Rev. J.H. Colclough the congregation beQan to discuss the
need of a new church. Since ScllomberQ had Qradually becolle the busieSt centre of
the COMiuni Iy i I was Ihought advisable to lIove the PariSh centre tlltre. In 1919
"c. Colc10uQh inaugurated a building fund and not until 1924 was any further
aclivity Shown. AI that tille. two building lots. well situated between the tllO
villages. were generously donated for a ChurCh and Rectory by "r. Harold Fox and
I1rs. Peter ~irhead.

The ne'R church is very beautiful and
a tribute to the zeal of th~e Ilho
contributed to and carried out it's
erection. II has lIany beaulitul
stained glass windollS which have been
placed to the Glory or God and in
lIe_ory of deVOled at_betS aoll pioneers
or other days. The two in tilt weSI end
tlonour the glorious dead 11110 fell in ttle
Great War. It is furnished throughout
with lIatctling liglll oak. the pulpit.
lecterns. Koly lable and pells being
gifls fro_ the lIot1en Of the congregation.

the new churCh lias begun under Ihe ltectorship of Rev.
or the corner Slone look place July 29th of Ihe sa.e year.

USinQ a Silver trowe!. preSented 10
hill by ".s. Robt. Hulse. a pioneer
and al ttlat time Presidenl of ttle
W.A .• ttle stone lias placed by Ven.
Archdeacon warren. The nell c!lurch
lias opened for Divine WOr:tip on Sunday.
December 13th. 1925 by Right Rev.
J.F. S'Reeney. 'RhO also preached the
serlllon.

. -- On Novelllber 25th. 1931. Six years after
it's erection. the nell church lias duly
consecrated by the Rt. Rev. J.F. S'Reeney.
lord BiShop of Toronto. following the
discharge of the mortgage the previous

Easter. Three members of one family have served lIith honour in the I1inistry of thiS
ctlurch· the late Venerable Archdeacon N.I. Perry. M.A .• the late Rev. T.H. Perry. ".A ..
and the late Rev. R.J.W. Perry. and at the present tille Or. Edllin Abbott and his lIife.
Or. Vivien Abboll are servi~ their second terll as "issionaries in India.

In Kay 1925 excavation for
L!;. Robinson. The laying

Kany outStanding KiniSterS followed Rev. Osler in the old church. but adequately
outStanding have been the _en who have labored in the new one· Rev. I'lr. Robinson
was follONed by Rev. K.C. Evans. who is nOll the BiShop of the OOcese or Ontario and
resides in KingSton. Rev. H.R. Hunt foll~ "r. Evans and atter serving in St. John's
West Toronto and the ChurCh of the Redeeaer. Bloor Street. has been lIalIe Secretary
ot the General Synod Board in Toronto. In 193) follollir.g "r. Hunt's departure.
Rev. F.V. Abbott calle to Scho_berg frOll the PariSh of Ivy. For Stventte'l )I!IHS he.
and hiS gracious wife and rallily Served the pariSh talthfully; endearing the-selves
to the whole COllaUnity. regardless of creed. On hiS relire_ent in 1952 Rev. W.R.
Syllons callie trOll Caledonia to succeed hi_. His 1I0rk lIith the Children has been
out\tanding. He has built up an active Sunday SChool and trained a Junior ChOir
of tMenty lIe_bers Mho are outstanding for a rural church choir.

Truly, the Parish of lloydtOMn still standS as a lIonument to ChriStian endeavour.

In June 1962 Rev. Mr. Sy~ons was transferred to
Alliston. Rev _, C.Vol11ck oucceeded nim in Dec. 196

"Friend. there is a llelCOlle in thiS ChurCh for thee.
Co_e in and reSt and think and kneel and pray.

What lien have builded tor God's glory. see.
Give thankS. and so in Peace· go on thy lIay."



The Ro~nce of His KaJesty'. ~ils

Too frequently we accept the servicea of ~uolic inatitutions with
little tnougnt and less grBtitude.De~rived of the 8ame institutions we
deplore our lot and. rail at the Government.I w')uld here like you to
conaid.er with llIe one of our 1lI0st valuable ..ublic lIervicee,and tl,e
legialation t,.et has brougnt it to ita ... resent state of ~erfection.

Even at aa late a date as 1756 letters were trana~itted,a8 a rule, only
tl,rough tne Dled.iulIl or travel-It ia true t,.at tor centuries.kin&;s and
Government orriciels had couriers who carried. letters great distances.
These were tne first Royal Ua11s but carried no l'rivate letters.
London,England waa tae scene cf the establiaWllent cf u,e pcat.This was
s ~rivate 'l'eculation at e penny a letter.lt was such a auccessful ventu~e

that ti.e governn;ent took it over .nd ..laced it's o..,eretion in cnerge of
~08tmaster-general.

In Caned.e for lllIIny years ,1.,)e post office was under this Bri1.i6b
sUl'ervision,but after tne British Conquest at 1/63 Benjamin Franklin came
north and established post offices at ~uebec,Tnree Rivers and Montreal.
After the Declaration of Independence t~e first deputy ~oatmaster genrral
was a .."ointed for U~~er and Lower Cenada and tt,e J.:atiti::;es.He t.Jok hi8
in8tructiona fro~ London,and only larae centree had officea so as to ~ke

the service ~ay.For example- settlers in Berrie hed to go to l:ewmarket
for tncir mail.Tnat was one hundred years ego.Then too,tbe rates were
exhorbitant,Jt cost nine pence tc send a letter of one psge from Toronto
to ~ontreal snd over five shillings from Toronto to Englend.So greet was
the discontent that in 1351 the British Go vernment finally yielded the
control to tne colony.Tr.ere W88 quick legislation and tne number of ~08t

office. quadrupled in fifteen "eerl.Tne ratel were reducea one third and
the ~ostege stamp introd.uced..Hitherto the receiver paid t.,le rOltage.Tr,e
evils of t.ni8 ~ethod wes obvious and ¥et t~e public received the atemV
with reluctance.Nowadays we take it for granted and large business
concerns use wnst is known al t'le meter system "hereby troe CClarges for.
I'oetage ere recorded by a _clline.ln I867,under the Briti8h liorth AI:Ierica
Act,poat.officea of Canads were placed in coarge of tne postma8ter-genersl
of the new Dominion and 1I'SS lrIide a Dle~ber of t'le cabinet.Great cr.angea
have since been ~de.!rere i8 now no cOA~nity,outside tne Arctic Circle
lac~ing a I'0st off1ce,Uail delivery has been apeeded by railway,motor
vehicle end eeroplane.ln 1891 through the instrumentelity of York County
Sir Wm.Uulock penny poatage waa introduced end. later parcel poat and
special rates for bookl.liewspapers are delivered at lesstthan cost becau8
of their educational influence. In 1908 rural ~il delivery 1Ia8 introduce
until to-day there ere more tnan300,OOO rural m2il boxes,Theee nave been
of inea1.i~ble value to thou.ends of rural dwellers,

Compoaed by E.E,Marritt
Read et the ~omen's Institute by

J,!;rs .l!.K .D111ane.

,



OPENING OF SCHffi4BERG'S NEW POST OFFICE ~~RCH 6, 1965

At 11 o'clock on the morning of March 6, 1965 the children of
Scho~berg School Junior Classes assembled in front of the new
Post Office and under the leadership of their teacher, ~xs.

Kelly, sanr. 0 Canada.

Mr. Irving M. Saunders, Toronto Distric~ Architect, introduced
the distinguished guents.

The Invocntion w(ls taken by Rev. E.ll. Costigan of King.

Reeve J.R. Jenninr,s brought y,reetinp,s frorn King TOhnship Coun­
cil and introduced the next speaker, ~r. John Addison, M.P.
Mr. Lex MacKen~le, M.P.P. was the next sp9sker.

The for~er Post Master General, the Honourable J.R. Nicholson,
P.C., O.B.E., J:.P., .. nd now ~1inister of Citizenship and
Immi~ration, gave a very interestinr, talk on fflailiny and
delivering of letters since ~mailing~ first beran.

Rev. Gordon Elliot of Schomberg United Church pronounced th e
B"nediction.

The Honourable Mr. Nicholson then cut the ribbon on the fine
new bulldinl!: and declared the Schomberg Post Offtee officially
opened.

, This building has the distinction of bein~ the first Gover~ment

owned bUilding in King'ilwnship.



PO~TAGJ:::: :;TAJ-IPS

The world's rirst adhesive postaee sta~ps were issued in Great Britain, in

1840, throur)l the erforts o£ Itoland Ilill. Berore that ti",e the p rson r{'­

ceivine a lettcr paid postaco accordinS to the distanCft the letter had

travclled and its wcieht. Stanps were first issued in Canada in 18'1. As

Lloydto,m had a post orf'ice in 18)1, all Callndinn sttulPS issued could have

be on purchased in this cOl1'.r.'unity,

Th" rOllo'dn(! paces show SOme three hundred or th" stamps ise:upd £rom

1851 to 1972. ~,oy arc nrranccd under e:ubJect headings "nd the y,ar of

issue is shown, in, icating int~rcst8 and oCCurrenCeS at dirrcrent ti, "S.

COT"JIll,,,,",orative st..... >8 rrcn11 OUr history. TOVic;,1 headings arc a rollo.. :>,

•• J::::arly Canadians G. Pnint1n < Lit, ratur<

B. Canadians l continu"d) H. Chri"t", • :;tnl:l;Js

C. Wll<t Li£e I. Conf'''d''ration Cc-nt"nnial

D. Cor,,, amica tion • OrF,anization 0- Syr.",olic Cana"ian S t",~ps

,.. Dev('10pment K. Hoya1 ty

F- Ileal th &: Sport L. Royalty (Queen :li"'llbcth 11)

Un' -1' Hoyalty, ~u"'cn Victoria, ... staclp marked Xnas 1898 shotts a nll'lp of the

'3riti_~h .;",,,ire with the caption' 4. ::uLlJ A VA..:;T It ":W1,(

st"" -,s would not hav any valuo lS a collection. St"",,, should

not be torn, thinnnd, crensed, h"avily ~o~t larked or dirty. Valu ~lo

stur1l>s nrc han,ll n d ,<1 th t,.ee:;::' ra und kept in >osi ti;>ll '.ith stamp hinr.;t's

or under plastic ho.nd". COllections take "any f'OIT.tll, ac"ordilll: to th.'

col1c-ctor's inter"llts. 'n",,· "'''y b~' topical, such aa 'A History of' \lileat'

or 'Churches' <U\<t includ' still p~ f'rot:l nany countri.eSI th y nay b' 1'0<:1 one

country and orc:aniz"d, perl"l'S, accordinc to <tate of' issue. Th y lIlay bc

co11ected n;.V or used, as sin l.·s, "lock, o£ f'our, )late blocks, • - 15,

sho'ts, rolls, bookl ts and s rios or souv· nil' carda.

Host 01" th"se sta IpS ar,' used and only 'lingles 1\1" <1111pl.lyod except a

blool(, Sir If"" Oaler, paeo 1i' and a COrner plate block, Queen 1-:li"alJ· th II,

Corner plnte blockll w, re nvailable in local post of'1"ices until

1958. S:l.nce that date th~y la' b. obtained only from the> ofric< 01" the

Pos~st, l' General, Sone collectors mount all :four corn, rs as a Croup,

others collect only one corner b10ck.

Th serious collcctor us' a mn~ifyin~ glas" an<1 special li,'htine to

e"a.,ine staJ1tps. P"'rf'orat10ns on all "id s, vatcn,...rks, errors or oddities

a1"foct th' value and f'orp,-nriCls are sonetimrs detected, An exa"':>l" of an

error is the issuo without Po"tae" Postos, pace K.



POSTAGE 5Th-'ll'S (continued)

First day covers,\envelopes st""'ped and cancelled on th" first day of issue)

are also eOllectors' itc~s. Specially prepared envelopes with "O~e of the

history of the stamp printed on thom may be purchased. A self-addressed

envelope ~ay be sent to the Postmaster General, Ottawa, to be stamped and

cancelled with the 'First nay of Issue' stamp.

~'e are all f"a.."iliar with the postmark Givinr; th" date and plae<, of

postinG. In early years o,ail was also stamped "ith place and date by the

receivinG post office and sometimes by other post offices where it was re-

sorted. Sornetio,es the postmark at point of oriGin cancelled the stamp but

stamps exist concelled with pen or pencil, with hnnd stamps and \doth mo.ny

other devices, some of which printed a message.

A series of ninety different Canadian scenic post cards with the sto.mp

a miniature of the face were issued in 1972. Three sets of five cards each

which sho" Ontario scenes are available in Ontario post offices. The other

sets may be obtained from Ottawa. The card belo" is a s~ple.

Stamps reCOITnizinr; WOmen are throuChout the collection. Girl Guides,

A.C. If.W., Women's Franchise, Pauline JOhnston and tho painting, Big Raven,
,

by l>'mily Carr are featured on stamps. Men and women appear together on

some stan,ps and both Queens and Princesses hav" their plaec in Royalty.

No stamp honouring Sir lim. Muloek, 1811)-19114, "ho was born in Bond

Head and servcd as Hember of Varliamcnt :for this aro,a, and "ho, as l'ost-

master General, "as responsible :for many improvements in postal service

has, as yet, been issued.



J-lOYAL1'Y

QUI,EN VICT!.> IA 1851-1902

KING ~~WARD Y11 1902-1910

KIl>G GI..QnGI;; V 1910-19)6

19)2 j,;dwar'd
~rince ot' 'oia1illa

KING GEORGE VI 19)7-1952

1937 CO:r'Onation 1939 Noyal Visit

1942 liar Issue

. ~. "- -....- • >' •••• , .0_'

1949 with Poate" and Postage

1950 without postes and Poat~ge

1848 1948
K



1951-Three P,mny H<laver of' 1851

--Canada 6 Canada 6 --Canada 7 Canada 7

1954-lleo.ver
1972-~lap1e Leaf' in 4 Seasons

1966-<:oat ot AniS .19)5 Royal Canadian
of' Canada liounted Police

1964-Unity

MAnA..5

1964

1966

Newf'oundland Nova :>cotia ,\e... Uruns...ick

r.,; '.'

•
CAII"O"

"

Quebec Ontario Manitoba Saskatchewan

r--,-'.,..~~~-...,

. .~.

Northwest TerritoriesYukonBritish Col~biaAlberta

1967

1970

Saavay Lock t':l."hing V:l..1.1aceJ::skblO OOl"s

ecions- Northern

Tot~ Pole Oil and
Harvest~

Pacif'i.c Prai.rie Mid-Cansda Atlantic Coast

J



QUEEN ELIZABETH 11 • 1952-

1848

1952

1953

1966

, --

1957 Roy~l Visit 1959 Royal Visit 1969 Royal Vtsit 1967 Royal Visit

CEHEJI·!\IAL 1967

"

,
1971 1972

<"'0"'" ".K "?TO oo. .. ~'T<'"
~...." '"



~946 Ci tizen

CO/l,'FBDEHATION

~ 927 COm).lCmorative
of' Confedcration 1867

I•
I .----....-

1964
Commemorativcs

1964
of Conferences

1965
1eadine-

1966
to Confe>dcration

~917 1935

1968

150th anniversary of thc
birth of' two fathers of
Confederation.
Han. Geo. Brown 1818-1890
Sir Oliver Mowat 1820-1903

, 6

•o
, . I>· ,. .~ \' ,.

,. __ Cal'acl'"

1970
Primo Ministers of' Canada 1867-1948

Sir John A. ~laedona1d Sir John Abbott
I 1867-'73,~878-'91 ~891-'92

Alexander Nackenzie Sir
1873-'78

Sir Nackenzie
1894-'96

John Thompson
1892-'94

Dowell

Sir Char~es

1896
Tupper

Sir Wtlfred Laurier Hon. Arthur Meighen Hon. R.B. Bennett
1896-~911 Sir Robert Borden 1920-'21,'26 Han 1I.L.~jaekenzie King 1930-'35

1911-'20 1921-'26,1'26-'30
1935-' 48

+.... CANADA

~,~-,- . , -

~.~ 3J' , I '
Centennial
Expost tion

1967
Centennial Bxposit1on

1967

Governor Genera~ ~952-~959Vincent NallfBcy- Canada' s ~8th

1887-1967
George P. Vanier- ~9th Governor General

H188-1967
for Canada ~959-~967

1



CHRISTMAS STAloIPS

First issued in 1964

1966

~skimo Carvings 1968

I
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6 __.canada 6==Canada

•
Canada__10

Chi1dren's Award Winning 12 Drawinffs 1970

canada 10

1971
I,,
J
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·'lE liA RECOIID ,!to THE CEIlOTAPI
1'114-1918 1939·1'145= ---

ltt-[~~~S'-E!~12~

In Flanders' fieldS the poppies blow
8elloleen the crosses, row on row.

That rlIark our place. and in the sky
The larks stdl bravely singing fly.
Scarce heard aoidst the !juns below.

we are the dead. Short days ago
We lived. felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
toyed and were loved. and row we lie

In Flanders' fields.

Take up our quarrel WI th the foe.
To you fro~ falling hands we throw

The torch· be yours to hold it high;
If ye break faith with us who die.

we shall not sleep though poppies grow
In Flanders' fields.

AYERIC,'S ANSWER----------
Rest ye in peace. ye Flanders' dead.

The fight that ye so bravely led
we've taken up. And we wi II keep

True fa,th with you who lie asleep
With eaCh a cross 10 lark his bed.

And poppies blowing overhead.
Where on:e his own lifeblood ran red.

So let your rest be sweet and deep
In Flanders' fields.

Fear not that ye have died for nau\lht.
The Torch ye threw to us is caught.

ren million handS will hold it high.
And Freedom's light Shall never die.

we've learned the lesson that ye taught
In Flanders' fieldS.

Our wo~en's Institute had only been organized in the intereSIS of ~ao~e and Country~

a little over IwO years. when the great World war 0' 1914·191B broke around us on
August 4th, 1914. r~ny 01 our young zen signed up and after a brief training were
sent overseas. For Such an Ine~perienced group it did not take long to see where
the greater need for service lay and under the capable leadership of Mrs. Ira Shaw.
who was then President, a home front was set up to work in connection with the Red
Cross. The members of the MasoniC tOdge gladly Offered their anteroom of their
lodge as a permanent selling centre. Sewing machines and tables wtre brought In and
for the duration of the war wOlllen worked every week to prepare .aterial. pack bales
of pi 1101lS, pi llow cases. towels. bafilla\les. py ja:llas. bed jackets, ni \lht shi r ts.
hospital supplies and sockS by the dozens of pairs. Ditly bags by the dozens were
'illed for Ihe navy· the Roll Call at our .eelings were usually a donal ion tor
DItty bags. CO:llforlS were sent the local boys at close Intervals and all through
the dreadful years 01 war Ihe Women's Instilule lelbers not found wanting wheverer
service called.

November 11th, 1918 broughl peace· the peace for which all had worked and prayed
and hoped it would endure. Many of our gallant boys paid the supreme sacrifice and
to their glorious memory a war memorial was erected in 1919 on the Agricultural Fair
Grounds just opposite the entrance over the bridge. So~e of the ~en who worked
tirelessly for ,t's erection were I'\r. E. Marchant, Or. A.F. Kay and Sit William
Mulock whO unveiled it al the dedication cere"lony. The 11.1. planted flowets and
cared for the plot as long as it was Ihere.

How a lille 01 readjustllent was with u~ for- RPeace hath her victories,
NO less renowned lha1 war. M

It was a testing tille and the 11.1. lust not be foum wanting. (very mellber had an
opporlunity to participate in Ihe great wotk of bUIlding the kind of ho~es and
country 'oOrthy of thr sacrifices thai had been llIade in the cause of freedOill.

In September 1939 ~e were again hurled into the second ~o(ld war and ag~in the
Institutes set to 1oI0rk to lIeet the emergency - but this time women seelled to have a
new sense of the calaillity of war and a feeling for the brotllerhood of lIan everywhere
in Spite of war making. By this t,ae we had acquired ClUb Roo~S of our own above
the lI:perial Bank. These were iClllediately put at the disposal of the Red Cross with
whiCh we were again affiliated; and the sille procedure of serving and knittir.g and
bale packing;of saving and sacrific,ng was entered into Without a IIlltliur. This!ille
quantities of loney were needed 10 send jam and foodstuffs to Britain. whO was very
hard pressed • co~forts 0' all kindS as well as thousands of cigarettes were sent
to local boys who had again answered the call. ~ney was raised by salvage drives.
catering. collecting any papers; war Savings Sta~ps were used as prizes for euchres.
There was nolhlng too small 10 be overlooked and nolhing too large to be attempted.
The Nomen gave to Ihe utmost of their time, money and abilily to complete the
wOllen's Institule patters for IJJctory. io/e gave to the Central "ar Charities Fund;
to the sugar and jail! fund; toward buying two 1I0bile Canteens and Iwo I'Iobile Fried
KllChens for Britain; 10 the 8ritish Childrens' war Service Fur.d and I<1ny••any
others worlhy and r.ecessaty causes. FI~ures at Iheir best can never tell tne story
of Ihe tireless e'fort in knitting. sewing. canning, ra,sing money and packing
parcels.

continued -



Presidents tnrough our liar years lIere Mrs. Ira snail, ~rs. [, Marchant during the
firSl war and Mrs. L Purson, Mrs, 8. Skinner, Mrs. A.r, Kay, ,,",rs. G. Edwards
and Mrs. G. Shoults durIng tne second conflict. with Mrs. B. Skinner and Mrs.
O.B. Davis giving outStanding service as \;ar Work Conveners.

Again in October 19.15 we ellerged victoriouS fro. a war that has thrown us a
challenge of building toward a future that will outlaw and banish war forever' and
a challenge of lIIakint; every WOllen's Institute a .odel of World Ptdce.

Again ca.e the task of lIelcOlling ho~e the heroes and honoring those who paid the
supre"'e sacrifice. On Septe'llt;er Utll. 1946 the J.t .. aSSiSted b)' the Yictory Club.
sponsored a turkey bar.quet for the Veterans of the two wars and their ladies.
tlrJthing was spared to tr.ake lllis a gala affair, llle hall lias beautifUlly decorated
with autullin leaves and flowers, nags and stre<llll('rS. Milre than a hundred sat
down to the banquet which was followed by an hour long program. Mr. lorne
Goodfellow, reeve of the townShip was Chairman. Mr. Ken Maynard proposed the toast
to the King. Mr. GJadstore Lloyd:a veteran or work war I:gave Ihe address of
welcome and Mr. lex McKenzie M.P. also a war 1 veteran. addressed the returning
heroes. Rev. W.J. 8urton or Bond Head was tne guest speaker, The evening
soloiSlS were KiSS Gwyn Marchant. IIho sarg "land or Hope and Glory" and ~rs. T.
Proc lor. who chose "The end of a Pe r f ec t Day". A publ i c dance lias he ld in the
uppe' hall following. and gifts of bill fOldS containing a su~ of ~cney were
presented tly Or. I'I.K. DillaneraSSISltd by ttle lOlilting Clllb,lO sever.ty·fin lien
and WG:!len who had served the'r counlty well and returned to our .ids!. The .others
of each of the three boys wllo gave tlleir lives were presented willi a Bible. These
boys were· 8ill Pagan, Harry Kay and r.oss Rutherford.

In 1935 it was thought advisable 10 move the cenolaph to it's present position
since a more suitable place Illes provided when the roadS were changed to the entrance
to the village. The IIGnUlllent and ~roUnlis are cared for by the mealbers of the
Horticultural Society and the well kept corner IS a silent declaration to all IIho
pass by that: "tie will relle"lber thu", whGse naseS are inScribed thereon.

"lhey shall not grow old

AS we that afe left grow old;

Age Shall not lIeary thell.

I.or the years condeln.

At the going down of the sun,

And in the morning.

ti~ IIi II reilluber them."

In 961 the Dep't of Highways found it neoeeaary~
for safety reasonsjto alter and widen the oorner at
27 ~ighway,whioh neoessitat~d tne re-location of tn
Cenotaph. After considerable discussion it was ~oved

to a site on tbe Arena grounds in the summer of 1962.
where it ie being oared for by t~e vill.ge. The members
of the Horticultural Sooiety cad oared for it for twent
six years,and feel they bave kept faith with those vete s who en
trusted them with the task. and have since passed to their reward.



Lest we Fo-rget.



• This i$ the original record of the second shipllent prepartd
by the local Red Cross, with which the IOo_en's Institute lidS
affiliated in World War 1. These bales Weft <lsse_bled and
packed in the work rOOl:l5 set up in the l'Iasonic todge HalL
The Secretary or War Work lidS KiSS Ellliline Attridge in whose
possession this paper has been ever since 1915. II is
interesting to co_pare valuts then am nOli.



1he D1<1J11ilL
The life of a village is lade up of itS people. Ihe;r int!ustry and activities.
Gentrations ago a villa\lt sprung up lIheverer induStry and activity began f()r Ihe
existance of the people,

No villagc IIIi!S cOllplete or adequate lIilhoul its .ill - for tht lIi11 supplied the
M$UHf of life M for the residcl'lts. In Ihis very co_unity len hold to carry
grain through partially cleared ~ush to have it ground into flour· one available
record dale relates how Jollies Bolton - Ille original stltler on the site or the
80lton FreSh Air (allp • carried his Nheat northward ovrr the rough hills of West
King to lloyd's Plill ,It LloydtoNn 10 have il ground into flour· a distance of
at leas! len fli ItS.

In 18)6 Thollils Srown buill Seno.berg's
first and only flour lill and around it
the yillage quiCkl~ grew. II stands
loday. old and gre~. alllOSI as it was
bUill oyer one hundred years ago but
ellpty and still - .,.IIe eviderlCe ot tile
.arch or tille.

""

It is mt known e~ac 11y when i 1 fir St changed handS bllt it was sold by Itr. Brown to
Itr. tewi Dennis and sllbstquently operated by his son Villiall Dennis in whose li.e
the Dall broke and the water thai sllpplie<l powu all througll Ille yurs. faile<l.
Itr. DenniS then bllilt tile north ad<lition 10 tile Itill an<l inSlalle<l Ihe engines that
create<l stea. power- tllese were lende<l for lIany years by I'Ir. Tony 5tog<l,I1 or
1l0ydtoHn. /'Ir. Ale~ Ferguson bought the Mill frOlll'lr. Dennis and operated it until
1925 when he sold to Mr. Rolph Davi s who al/ain sold a year later 10 his nephew.
Ilr. G. EdwardS.

,
Of courSt. the latter OHnus did nOI IIdke UOllr . such COllpdn,es dS Ogihies dnd
~ple ledf Itilling CCllPdny arc specialiStS in thai ;n<lllstr~. but thcy opcrated d
Chopping Itill for fau feed until it's <loors were f,ndll~ closcd and it's windows
wtre bOdrded up (orever b~ I'Ir. £<llIar<lS; dnd anotller Chdpter in pioneer history hdS
betn closCd.



SCHOI·1B~RC 18)6 1964

The Old Mill tells its lifestory "Fro~ Grist to Grill".

1 was born in the little thirty-house haolet called Brownsville.
1 felt very strong and proud of My towering height and of my
vir~in pine and oak flo~r timbers and siding as I looked over this
fertile apricultural section. Wagons and sleir~s brought hu~e

brists of Wheat to be oade into flour, also oats, barley end corn
to be r-round into feed for the livesto~k.

Time hurried onl The gravel roads past my door were paved, and
oil street lamps gave place to the electric bulb, QY "reat stea~

~ower has been replaced by a button, which when t~ched starts my
Mill in rapid motion.

Schomberg h&s beco~e the na~e of the Police Villa~e. The steam
and electric branch railway hks eAch in turn been scrapped. Freight
and passengers traval in motor~driven vehicles. I am allowed to
rest a few years. Finally a number of well dressed rentlemen be­
come very interested in me and the rround on which 1 have stood so
long. Dealers clamout for antiques antiques a~onl, my y,adgets; my
coveriru; is sold to be made into a modern restaurant. in the big
city! My ti~hers will be used somewhere where strengt.h is needed,
and on my lot will be built a new Post Office.

Trained workers tear me ~part plee by piece. I must hurry and take
a last look from my third story windowl

I miss my old neighbours, the hotels and blacksmith shops. Across
the street are the fine buildings of "The Burnel Graham Lumber
COl'lpany", next is the new bank. Off to the south-east I see the
four-classroom school. Glancinr, quickly along I see m&ny houses,
the Masonic Lodge, Rooan Catholic, United and ~ngl1can Churches.
Just beyond is the Alf~lfa Dehydratinf Mill and the large water tank.
Turninr, I see business pl~ces and houses, and the Presbyterian

Church at the edge of the Agricultural Park. There'S the newly ~

renovated Hall, the home of the Lion'S Club and the Women's Instit­
ute. During its fifty so~ years the~ens' Institute has been
parent to the Public Library, the Horticultural Society and the
L.-H Honel!laking Club. Morestor'es and houses - oh, there is the
Cenotaph standing in Me~ry of the young men who gave their lives
in two world wars. As baekground to it stands the beautiful new
ice arena where one of our townmen Met the challenre to make the
country-famous "Ice Shaver". )~ybe one of our pre-school hockey
players will so~ day be a~ony' the Greats in Hockey's Hall of Fame.
On ~y morthern horizon, I see the turkey hatchery where during the
year of my passing almost a Million turkeys were hatched. Turning
eastward stretch the many hundred of acres of productive Holland
~~rsh which has been the incentive for Many fine new C~nadian

settlers.

I muSt wave good-bye to the little Quaker Church on #27 whose Walls
hllve witnessed many "friends in quiet Ilorship", and now it serves
as a vault in Schomberg Union Cp.metery.

~Ihen 1
passed,
Listen

fIOTE;

h~ve been reconstructed into the restaurant, I will have
from "Crist to Grill".

to Mrs. ArmstronF; of Loc\lst Hill next lleek.

This story was cOMposed by Mrs. Ceorge Edwards, who lIas
Secretary of our Institute in 1964 and read by her on the
Institute Radio Program over CFGM, when each Branch in
the District gave a talk, in turn, about their respective
villates. ~~. &dwards was the Olmer of the Old Mill which
here tells it's own story. The title cf the story was
suygested by r~s. C. Marc'ant, cur~tor of the Tweedsmuir
History at that tine.

P*



T ~ POST '''It(-------------------

.Ie, ,n tllis ge~eration. have lillie underSta"dinq of the tr~!ltndouS i~pottanc~ lht
Post CHiCt played ,n tile l,wes of Ihose lor.ely and sacrificing piOfletrS, 1It10 ltfl
Ihe" cO:llorlablt 1I01les and fritndS In PeMsyhania to lound a seilitreni in a new
land, IIhere Ihey dfta~ed of f,eedo~ and ev~nlual prosperity fa, tllti, children and
lheir Children's children In Ih~ years 10 come. P,ctufe. if you can, lhiS cor~unily

Nhtn ,t ·..as a regia'! of virqin foreSI lIilh only a rough Irail cut westward Iro," tht
firSt stlll~..t'lt 01 pjOn~ffS Of' Tong~ Str~~t. n~ar Ar,"iug~, 10 tht village of
1I0ydlown, wlltr~ in th~ Urly ~i;hl~~'! hundrtdS Juse lloyd brought hiS young
bride, and during lh~ ~01l5!, eSlabl,sh~d a ho"~ and bu,ll a .ill that they r.ight
develop a sellienent wh~re they could enjoy fre~doo, Think of the 10nlinesS and
insecurity they ",ust have tnd~red and thc jOy it "'ust have given the:l IIhe'l afler
fiding 11(IISe back all the Nay :0 Holland landin9 Of t;ellll.nkel. IIhere Ih~ only tarly
POSI Ofl,ces lIere Situal~a. Ihe/IlQUld receive a lel1~r fro- lheir fri~ndS al ho ..e.
Think also of Ihe joy Ihey ex~erienctd when lal~t thty litre to havt Ihe convenitnce
of a POSI OHiCt in their Olin CO"'",unity.

Since lloydtown was Such a thriVing village yea,s D~fore 8rownSIolln (Schomberg)
spru'lg inlo exisunce. llle first Post Office in thiS area lIaa bten opened lher~ in
1&31. That villaqe then h.Jd lhree :sailS a Neel<. having been brOLlghl by horseback
frOlll Toronto on l'.Onday. WedneSday and Fr'day. and Ialer 11011 .l.uror, by Stage CelaCh
whiCh also servtd as a passenger service.

SchOllberg did not have a post Office unlil 1862, but at Ihis lille KajOI Steph~nson

drovt the sta~e, but recordS do not state for IIhal Itngth of tillt, HOwever. we do
know that ~t. Chas, Ouke alove IrOlll&93 10 1'lO2 IIh~n Ihe R"luy surv~y was ..oldt ilnd
the lIa-1 Ihen ca.e Ihat way.

Services ,enderea by Post Offices in lhis general ion are allazing. but laken for
granled in IhiS .odtrn age, Speed ao(! efficiency arc Ihei r slogans and the dtlivery
by Post ltlltr, leltgru and air Gil,l altd oth~r facilititS now available. provt lheir
abil,ly to serve a busy and conlinually advancing NOrld.

The firSI POSt !'\aSler. while il was yel Brownsville. was 1'\1. Asa /'Ioore, a pioneer
slor~kttptr on Ih~ Site where Mr. J. Sulton's hotel stOOd and IIhich at present is
used for a parking lot fOI Ift.t ntw Illptrial Bank. tIC lias followed by IIr. *-. .''1oore,
(no relal'On) fOrllt1 prinCIpal elf lhe local schoell. whcl bou..hl out Iht business as
Nell as lakin.. over lhe POSI Off,ce. ~r. 1Io0r~ lias suCceedtd by /'II. Jolin iI. Hughes
and Ialer follOlled by IIr . .I<IS. McGiMis. At hiS dtath. his stort and Posl OffiCt
were u~en over by his Iwo helpers. !'!'. J.f', Gray and Mr, Chas. Hughes. T~e rlen
soon aissolVea partnelship ana ~,r. Gray leceived the appointllenl as POSI /'IaSIH,
The rex I appoinlee Nas !'!r. JOS, 'lollir.gshead Ur.dff whoS( chargt Inc Post Office was
.ov~d to the buildinej nOli uscd as a Crea-ery. In 1'lO7 Or, ROt.t. Grahall Ifas
appointed Post /'liIster. a position he held until his deatll in 1'll3. Ou'inll thiS liM
Iht office Nas aga,n 1I0ved to Iht slore nolf occupitd by I';r. II, I!ollingshead. Here
h~ was assislea by MISS Oliv~ McCutcheon, At III. Gfaha~'s dealh, his sIster. (I'I,SS
Mary) carried on wilh lht aSSiStance or l'IiSS Gertrude Atkinson for two ytarS, and in
l'lla ,Mr. E.G. 110ya lias g;v~n tilt allPoirnOltn" :le tr.tnUtrrM the olfice to Iht
budding across tht slreet, noll OCC~pit;l by the Bell TelephOnt Co~pany al'ld ONntd lIy
_'{rs. A.H. l'IaCleOa, Uter he bought Ihe jelfelry Slore (noll IIf, Geetlseca's Or;' Gool!S)
(fOIlMr, JOs. 81.11ler ana after co,"plC1ely rellodelling il. IIOVt<l I~ POSI Office
there, where he also conducted an Insuranct buSineSS unlil hiS untillely dealh in
1950•

• is, tlliS bl.lild,"9 lias b~ir.g olftrtd for salt, lilt n~1I appOinltt, lit, Vinctnt ::lavis,
l'lil; lransftrrtd to lilt nOli I.Ip·to·dal~ oHict in Iht bl.l,lding nUl door (1;0'1111

:-~...<,oNntd by Mr, ;jalltf IICltan, Ht is ass;st~d by /'Irs. A,H, l'iaeltod,

Afttf lilt falINay ctastd 10 run to SChuberg the lIail lias piC~td up lNiCt daily al
K1tinbl.lfq Station and dtlivtrtd 10 Schollbtrq by car. IIr. Ha'ry wood htld thiS
rtSpons,blt posilion of carryi~g tht ,oyal 1W,1 for uny ytars and only in tht past
ftll yurs has 'I bttn deliv~rtd diteclly by ailol lruck daily tr~ TOlonlo,
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In 1907 t.he adherents of t.he
Presbyterian fait.h 1n 3chccberg
request..:! :lev. W.K. Horris ot Bon:!
H_d t.o conduct. a service in
Sbpllon'. Hall, which was on the
property ntlol occupied by Nevison's
Ant.iques, formerly owned by the
Cecil I'.e.ynarcl Co. At the clOlle of
the seniee a meeting vas held to
c(lnsider regulAr services. Mr• .,as.
w..t.aon "3 elected ChaiI"lll.n and Mr.
Caaer«l (lQCDl scbool teacher),
Secret&17. It. _s decided t.o con_
tinue serYiea COl' the IIlOflth of Y.ay
and in the meantime a colilllit tee of
"essrs. Watson, Cameron and Brydon
"&$ appointed to investigate the
poasibiliths of • more suitable
location tor wot"$h1p. Th<l co:mit.tee
secured the us.. ot the &ptitt.
Church for an .tt..,nlocm ""Mee at. an
-.nnw rate or s.vent.y-fi ...e Dollarl.

On the Cirst Sunday 1n June the first
e"rvice .., held in t~~s location,
and a special cOIllm.Htee of Messrs.
\isloson, Brydon, McDevitt and Botham
"'"' apt>Ointed to canvas the coa.u.n1t1
to see hCIW lOftlly adherents were
avallible and hOlf a1dI amey could be
raise;!. t~ Ute rent. Twenty.tive
fUl1lies were interest.ed ard 'I"wo
Hundred Dollars prolllhed t(Ward
expenses.

In September s delegation aU.ended Barrie Presbytery requestlr18 they be Ol"81l.1lhed into a
conrgreption in connection with Bor1d IIead and Koruc.ans, which had been orpnised in 189l.
Toronto Prubytery wa approached reprdina: the request, but u the two King Township
churche. on the ninth and eleventh ConcessiOl'lll were withollt a "'.inister at the ti.e.
there ... a lengthy dela,y in beilll ttranted peralss1on. In the meantial, MonklIIan's
congreption passed a resolution objectir18 to such an arrang_nt since they were not. in
t.he Toronto Presbytery. However, since ~:onlcman's church did not. beloll£ to t.ho Presby­
terians ard since no deed or writ.intt could be tound regal"dintt it.s legal ownership, they
finally agreed to unite with Schombertt, ard on Decelllber 2, 1907 a meet.ing Wll.S held when
it was resolved to discontinue services at MonIa:lan's and to join with SehOlllbertt, with
services in the Baptist Church.

Petm1ssion ws gl'*nted by Barne Prnbytery and t.he !1rst. ..........'"~on 5e"ice vas held
January S, 1908. The first l::lCers elected wre l!esars. Wat.son, Brydon and ~cDevit.t..

on August. 2), Rev. C.H. Cooke, Moderat.or, declared t.he pulpit. vacant. and Rev. WIll. Lane
was appoint.ed Past.or. Records reveal that. by lI'\Otion pallsed in regular session in 1909,
it. was decided to sing "Amen" at t.he end of the hymns. It also recorded Communicants
totallina: bet.ween tort.yan:! tifty at each Coc"'lfiion ser-vice and as IIlaIlY as tift."n
receiv",? into thl!l Church at. one 5emce.

In 1928 the coillreption purchased the church Cr<.a t.l'e &ptilt congr8ttat.ion and ~ve

laboured to ::ake aany change. by adding a kit.chen ott t.he downstairs _t.ills roaIl,

redecorating the QlUN:h, al'd installlr18 a 'fery tine orpn. When the vot.e on Qlureh
Union wall Wen the col1&regation decided to remain Presbyterian, and althoogh they lost
a few families as well all their Palltor, they have continued to work and worllhip in the
church they love under tlw spiritual guidance of Rev. nail, II devout native of Pakistan,
woo lives with his f_ily in Tottenhal:l wheN he :i:l Pastor also.



SEC<t:D KItlG BAPTIST CHURCH

!hilt landmark in the Townsh~p of Kine was orgllllized in 1848 anel on September 8th,
1968 co1ebnted ita one hundred and twmtieth alU11versary. By lDinutoe in ll!::J
pos8easion, as Clerk of Second King, which (Iates back to 1864, I learned that thertl
was no edifice in which to worship at th1a till:e, but aervices we'" held in the winter
at Deacon Hugh Norman's home.

In June of 1664 a me",Ung was held at that lI&lIle home to tak'" into consideration the
building of a Chapel anel to appoint trusteaa to be in charge of Ule project. 4fter
dlle consiceration it was unan1,mousll" asrtled to build a Chapel Ilporl the lot or grollJld
offered by Mr. Wocdrow on the corner of hh fal"lll on 18 3iceroad between conceuionll
seven and eight. It ....5 lllOVed by Kr. C. Finch, aeconied by Brother H. Mclaug.'U1n;
b. it ",solv..:l. that Hugh Nonan, Olas. Finch, Robert N<>n:I&tl, HIlBh Mc1&ughlin, Jac:es
HlltclUsOCl &nc! Goerge Nor::>an be aWOint..:l. as T'rUstlMlS of second rtlgIllar a..ptist (burch
of King (one haVing previousq been built on Concession !WeLTe of the 'l'\:Jlmship). It
was also .,ved by Hugh McLallghlin, $econd..:l. b,. Qlarl<!S Finch and remved that Bro.
HIlgh Mcaughlin, Gtoorge No..-n and Clio"'. Finch be appointed to BW..ldi~ ee..I.ttee,
after ..tl1ch _ting closed in the usual _lWler by Hugh No.-n, Moderatot' al11 George
No~, Clerk.

In those years 10' reeords sho'w tlMl aalar,y for the Pastor _s Fifty Dollara per year
raieecl by sllbllerlpt.ion frca the _beMl. At the begi.Btiog of his tera in 1866 the
Firat Kin& Church on the twelfth eonee..ion and the SeeOJd Ki.n,g (burch Jo1.ned
together to lw,.,e a Pastor to serve both Churches and a grant wee a• ..:l. for by the
~ Kiseion Board, fro-. whicll they received. a gr~t of Sixty Dollsrs toward the
Plo.stor's aalary. Th'" Paste", were l:l&ny in IlII':lbers over to"e yeElrs and the IllNll3 of
rab1ng lIlOIley for ss.lary _s a1W8J's by subacrlption. Thera 108& however, a collection
taken at the Ccw..m.on service bIlt it was not the cuatom to take a collection at
regulal" services until a aotion vas pasted on Janll/lry 26th, 1880 by Robert Norman,
secoodecl by D. Beaton, that they adopt the weekly offering lIYstem. The rent of the
Pastor'a houae in 1883 was Seventeen OollaMl fer each fiv'" lIlont.ha an:i each Church
pdd. Eight Dollars anel Fifty Cents. In l.88J Rev. Alex c.y wa& ordained in the Church
which had been built. in Schomberg. He rcsit;ned in 1884 and was followed by Rev.
Willot, who n~ took the aerviclls at the thre<! chargee. It was in 18813 that ~Ir. John
Edwards' lWI1e was first entered in the Minutes, and here I will mllntion .. few of the
Chur,ch expenlles: 3 pints CorrGunion Wine _ $1.12; 1 gallon Coal Oil _ .40" 1 pound.
putty _ .4¢; 2 psnes of glass _ .16,; 2 cords of wood. - $2.25; 2 lamp &lasses - .10,
and 1/2 gallqn of wine _ $1.00. Theile we... the expenses for one year.

In 1889 Rev. Bingham became Pastor al11 in th&t year the firat Sunday School was
fot'llled. The", were 23 scholars anel five teac""'rs trail 1892 to 1912. At this ti_
)tr. Robert Cook ..s Clerk and held the position until hill death, when hie aon ward
took lUll oftice an:! he also held it. until lUs death. ThroU&h the ,..ars the 1Ile=:ber­
ship has been as lII&Ily 411 forty to sixty, but. t.oday the membership nlllllbera tourteen.



Many Pastors have come and gone _ amol'lg them Rev. Daniel, who ater OecaJlle a
Kiasionary in India, and is now head or the Baptist HOGle Mi.ssion in Toronto. More
recent Pastors were Rev. Patterson, Rev. ~rsole, Rev. Warren, Rev. J31.n&ham. Rev.
Burgess, Rev. Broughton, Rev. Hardy, Rev. Wilson, Rev. Dunlop and Rev. Med.hurst to
name onl,y a partial list.

The first known wed.cU.ng in the Chureh ..s that or y~. and ~. Russell Fuller,
but there have been several in later years.

In 1948 the ehurch shed was tom down and a new roor put on the church, tlwl outside
cover«!. in insul brick and the interior papered and pain~ed. A -ul shed was built
to hold wood tor the church is st1.ll hq.ted by a Box st....e. In 1952 it was redecorated
and a e_t sLoop built at the ent~nce. The orlgi.n.J. pulp1.t and B1ble are sUll in
use, but it is d1rr1cult to iz:ca,g1ne what POSUSSllll the presl!1lt generation when
nndals hf.n stolen the lamps that were on the window trar.llll and two 10'lel;f old chaiN
thf.t lave been in the Church ror generations.

_ Contributed by Mrs. Mary Halll1.1ton



KWG TO'"lISHIP Piii'SBYTF:lUAll CHURCH

CCfl,NER ot CONCESSlON EU:VEN AJiD SIDEIl.OAD EIGHTEEN.

There are :ne.ny stories to tell of the varioUll church..,. once built in KillS Township to
serve the spiritual needs of the pioneers ><110 hewed tt-eir homes from virgin forest.
UnfortUl'lll.tely, their full history will never be known, u most. of tt-e churehes have
been destroyed and their records have gone with th""" I'.any of the facta I have been
able to gather have c""'" frOlll fifth generation descendants. Among these early
churches was thia lovely old building which stood on the comer of Concession Sleven
Seventeen Sideroad, and. was e,..,cted more than a century ago by the devout PNlsbyteriallll
of the area. This fact is confirmed in infontllltion received fl'Olll Mrs. John Rainey,
whose grandfather, I'.r. John Do:lds, cleared the forest and built a hoo.e on the opposHe
corner over a Irondred years ago. Her father, Mr. Ira Dodds, who was born one hundred
and seventeen years aeo , attended Surrlay School there as a small boy, al.though they
....1'.. of the Methodist persuasion. The Dodds farm is now occupied by tre fifth
generation.

The Church waS built of hewn timbers covered with a Jlll.sonry mixture. A shed to tie
horses in was built. at the west end of the church and the celmtery surrourded it as
was the custom in thoae days, The Church waS a part of the Laskey al'point",ont ani the
Il'linister, ><110 lived in Laskay served it, as well as one on the Tenth Concession,
going from one to another on horseback. Only a few of the Ministers can be remembered



Int.erior

as the records have been destroyed, but a Rev. Simps~, Rev. Wi160n and Rev. James
H. Lemon remain in the memory of some descendants. It. is also knolm <:.ut',entically
that an Irish settler names McAfce lived on the fann now owned by Mr. George Lister.
Mrs. lister's father, Mr. 'I'h~s Clarke, was a descendant of this far..ily and he later
succeeded Mr. ~lcAfoo on the farm and mar-ried Ethel ~lary Leng in this church. That
was the only marriae;e ever perfoI'!".ed in the church am the oongregat.l.on pr-esented
them with a Holy Bible which is now the prpperty of their daughter, HI'S. Lister.
The inscription state'S that Mr. and Mrs. Clarke lrere married March 22nd, 1905 by Rev.
James H. Le:D.on. He was thought to be Ole last Minister in charge. Mr-. MCAfee is
buried in the little cemetery and hill tombstone lltill shnds in a clump of lilacs in
the centre of the grave yard.

Mr. Clarks was superintendent of the Sunday School until the church was condemned
because the wallll were badly cracked and it was considered unsafe. It was demolished
around 1925 and the masonry covering was pulverized and used as gravel on the country
roads. No one seeIr.$ to know what happened to the pews, the pulpit, or the lovely old
lamps which can be seen in the slM1l picture donated by Mrs. Rainey, an::! Cor which we
are vory appreciative _ as well as for the lovely enlarge:::ent of t.he Church donated
by Mr. Alden ~linter. The shed wall taken down and sold to the congregation of St.
Patrick'e Chw-ch, ,,110 were at that tilm building their present church in Schomberg
and used the lI"aterial in the construction of their shed.

Nothing ren-.ai~ on this piece of ground but a few tw.hstones to mark the paseing
of the courageous pioneers who knew the need fer a church as well as a home in the
building of a life in pioneer country•

•

~I



THIRD KItlG FAPl'IST CHURCH SCHOMBERG

It se_ st.ranee that two Baptht OIurehes had
been erect.ed in U1e t.ownship before the followers
of this faith had a Ch~h of their own in
Scl.c.berg. 'ftle tirst regu4r church aenicea
held by t.he Baptists in tltl.. Vilhg. we:-. held in
the litt.le -six square- ~ethodi.t Churcll, lat.er
known as the -,,_ Connection- Church, which was
al.lst on the site or the present Pres:bTterian
OIurdi. 111. first reguLar Pastor _s Rev. Kr.
Sinclair. follOVOld by Rey. Kr. ill.ttit and then by
Rev. Mr. B1n&h&m. Soae lot- later the lI'ee1e;yan
M.ethodists built the Olln-ch that is now the
Mlsoruc Hall and the BapUats boU8ht the little
nsix lCj,uare- Church and contir.yed to hold their
eenicu there Wltil l.895 when they took down the
old building all:! built the preaent Presb,yterian
Chtlrch.

In 1907 they :-eceived 8 request trOOl the Presby_
terian congregation to hold their services in their
Church) as their location in Simpeon'll Han was not
euitable. For & rents.l ot Seventy_Five Dollars
annually they were allowed to hold an afternoon
service, eOO later the SaIOO year lot. mOllbers or
Monkman's Presb~"terian Church were Wlited with the

I
L.~~-.:l:,_---..,,,,,,,,!!:"'~~~~Schomberg consrecation, ani they too worshipped

-there.

Since this _s the onl"v Baptist Oltlreh equipped tor baptilllD. by 1:Elenion. the con_
gregations of both :"irst. and Secord King Baptist Churches used it. also tor Eaptis:r.a.l
Senices.

After the advent. ot Church Union in 1925 the congregation declined and in 1928 it. ws
sold to t.he Presbyterians. At. the present t.i!M Secord king is t.h. c:aly continuin8
Baptist. 0IW"'Ch in the '!'ClW\ship, the story ot tlhich is t.old in the pf'llYioua article.
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This interesting old bill lias given to Nrs. Henry Perry.
(my husband's Granclmotherj. in 1877. The store owned by
Hughes and Gray. stood on the site of the parking lot between
the Imperial Bank and Trevor Graham's home. This building
also housed the Post Office for many years and the Store
Keeper was invariably the PoSl Master also.

Although it is difficult to decipher the articles, il is
evident tl1al payment was made by the trade method. It is
interesting to note that fingering yarn lias ,B¢ per Skein.

This bill is over Eighty years old.
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