HISTORY OF CHURCHES

St. Andrews Presbyterian Church - Strsnge
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Fev, Dr, James Carmichael in front of St. Andrews Church - 6th con,
taken previously to 1910,
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pr. Carmichagl and his
neice ,Blizabeth Trawse,
Horse-drawn cutters and
bugglies were his only
mode of transportation,



St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Strange.

The pioneers of the wilderness of this country were chiefly
Highlaenders from the west coast of Scotland, Argylshire and the Islands.
They brought with them sacred memories of the old parish church, and
s0 was the beginning of the planting of the christlian church on the
6t concession, when a small building of hewn pine logs was erected;

a building consecrated to the worship of the God of their fathers. It
was named St. Andrew's, King and had as its first minlster, lr. Gordon,
wiho was indueted in 1834, His charge was King md Newnerket.

Other ministers and missionaries had found theilr way into
King before this, visiting the homes of Pioneers and preaching the
zospel wherever a few families could be gathered together.

After UMr. COordon, the Rev. John Tawse was inducted in 1837.
These were the stirrine days of the Upper Canada Hebellion. The work
was heavy, preaching three times on Saboath and travellins on horseback,
over roads that, at some seasons of the year seemed to be botiomless.
Mr. Tawse died in April, 1877 after a ministry of forty years and was
buried at Eversley, 3rd Line, King.

Great changes nad taken place in King. The old log churches
had been replaced by two substantial stone buildings, 5t. Andrew's and
ord Line, Lversley. A deed was lssued and dated December 206th, 1853
for the property prior to the new stone building at S5t. Andrew's .

Crne half acre of land was bouzht of Andrew and Mary Morton for the sum

of seven pounds of lawful money. Sealed in the presence of
Andrew Burns amd Tonald YeCallum.
A great chapter of the history of St. Andrew's Church,

Strange, ig reserved for the late Rev, James Carmichael, D.D., who was
ordained 1860 a2t Strange Church ard retired there at the end of 50 years,

St. Andrew's charge contained two chmrches, one a substantizl
stone hu%l&ing, opened about three months after the induction o Dr.
Carmichael; and the other a frame building erected the year before;
which in the course of a few years gave place to a brick church. The
churches were five miles apart. The congzregation around each church was
half Geaelic spesking and half IZnglish. S0 there had to ve two services

in each church, one in English and one in Gaelic. As the older members



St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Strange. (Continued)

of the congregation passed away the Gaelic died with them, an@fﬁhe last

twenty years of his ministry there was no Gaelic service ln King, Dr.
Carmichael in his course of ministry became the chaplain of the Gaelic
Soclety of Canada. It is interesting to note that the Gaelic Bible
Dr, Carmichael presched from is still at St. Andrew's, Strange at time
of writing, 1554,

The Toronte Presbytery resolved that the completion of a
half-centpry of service in one charge by such a man should have =
fitting celebration. A commitiee was appointed and it was arranged
tbat special services be held at St. Andrew's, Sunday, October Secound
ard that Thursday, October Sixth, the Presbytery would meet at St.
Ardrew's at ten o'clock in the morning, and after necessary business
ﬁ%?y“ﬁhnulﬂ adjourn, and spend the rest of the day in social fellowship
wiﬁh Ir. Carmichael and his congregation.

It was a splendid tribute to Or. Carmichael that more.ihm
one hundred and thirty people went up from Toronto to Strange to celebrate.
The wind and rain swept unceasingly over the hills of Xing on a four-mile
érive from the railway station, 3ut one speedily forgoi the weather In
the hearty Highland welcome that was given and provided for the crowd.
Tents were used to accomodate the peonle.

Dr. Carmichael related &% this Jubilee thzt -- "Two generations
have gone, and I am getting down among the drd and 4th and sometimes I
see the 5th generation of my first communieants in church." So far, as
he knew, only one was left of all gpho sat down at the table of the Lord
at the first communion.

He lived B years Emertitus, and diled at the Eversley Manse
and was buried at St. Andrew's, Stéange.
The church contimued in its progress snd was ministered to

by faithful ministers till the year of church union, 1925, vhen the church

membership was split up. The numbers were fewer, but stronger were the

ties. It is interesiing to note that St. Andrew's had its Tirst church

wedding in 1928 when the bride was presented with a Bible in honor of
the ocecasion.

In 1937 the 100th Anniversary of St. Andrew's was held.



St. Andrew's Presbyterian Cholr - taken 1905-06,
Back row - H, Ross, R, Farren, R.Rutherford, T.Lawson, Dr, Carmichael
2nd row - Beatrice Rutherford, organist, Mae MacCallum, Octavia McCallpm,
let row = Mr.Firthechoir 1leader, & school teacher at Btrange School,
Mapgaret McCallum, Kate Ross, Jennie Gillies, Elizabeth Lawson,
Allie McClure, Irene Rutherford,

Twe familiar scenes taken in Strange Church,

Mr s, R, Farren at the organ, a censecreated church, 8.5, and W.¥,5, werker

for many years,



St. Andrew's Presbyterisn Church, Strange. (Continued)

At these Sunday services the old, long-handled, square collection Doxes
were used.

In 1941 the charce was vacated and from thai time the
ckarce did not have the zuidance of an ordained minister till 1952.
During the Second World war jeLrs, when ministers and stulents were
35 the armed services, a layman, a native of West King served ihe
tliree point charge in a falthful manner. The numbers were few, but their
efforts were strongly united in the service of the church. Student
ministers served the charge then till the presexn minister, who wasg
here two years before his ordinatien and induction ai St. Andrew's,
Strange in 1952. The present minister is hev. David WotherspooX.

Also in 1952, Sit. Andrew's women's Ilissionary Society
celebrated its G60th Anniversary.

+ is believed that the wedding dands of Donald icCallum,

a descendant of this Historical Church, were the first o ba read in

thig church also, in 1952.
A chenge of hour of worship for the first time, beginning

o= Sundey, June 6th, 1954 and continuing for summer months, will be
e 1| I_ ¥

held at 9445 AN, instead of 2.30 P.M. The adult and junior concrega=-

tions will meet in the church asuditorium.

In Zugusg, 1954, St. Andrew's, Strange underwent a renc-

vation program. An eight-foot panelling was duili on the west wall of

the auditorium, behind the pulpit and choir loft. The vestry will be
improved and equipped as a Sunday school room. The vestibule is to be

panelled and thn;-ﬂnn: tiled. The floor of the furnace room will be
cemented and a new outside chimmey Built. Donald McCallum is planning
and building chaiman,

Other officials and the men of the congregation did the
work; &m minister, Hev. David Votherspoon, helping. le constructed a
baptismal font which is finished to corresnond wiih the panelled wood-

work. The wholé program was to be completed for annlversary services

in the fall,



REW'S PRESEYTERIAN - STRANGE - KIN

The final chgpter of 5t, Andrew's Presbyterian Church, Strange, came to

a close on Bunday, December 7, 1958, when the door was locked and the

historical old church was closed by the Toronto Presbytery, The remain-
ing congregation were divided, esome going west to Jjoin with 8t, Paul's
of ninth line to form a new church at Nobleton; others going east %o

Join  with 8t, Andrew's, Eversley, to form new church at King City,

s

N

The Official Opening and Dedication
of Portable Church

St. Andrew’s Presbyterian Church, King City

I* The Reverend D. P, Rowland, M.C., D.D., Interim Moderator of the Congregation
Minister of York Memorial Presbyterien Church

The Reverend David McCalloagh, Director of Church Exteansion of the

Presbyteries of East and West Toronto
Mr. Bruce A. Will, B.A., Student in Charge

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1958

at
3 o'clock.



ST, ANDREWS PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH - STRANGE

Cont'd,

Anglican Prieat buys eld church ag summer heme,

Fer the first time in his 19 years of ministry Rev, Gerden Agar of the
King Charge hps been instructed by West Presbytery of the Presbterian Church
te conduct a2 "deconsecratien" service, The rare ceremeny 18 expected te be
held shertly at the pileturesgue century-eld 3t, Andrew's Presbyterian Church,
Btrange, which has been purchased as a summer heme by an Anglican Archdeacen,
Rev, W, J, Gilling, Legal detalls of the property change are expected te be
completed August 2, 1960,
The fieldstone bullding has been standing vacant for nearly twe years, slnce
the congregatioen joelned ferces with thelr sister group frem Eversley and estab-
lished the new temperary church in King City.

The move left the tWwe rural churches for szle, At Strange en the sixth
Concessien, the cemetery is now separa ted from the half-scre Church site, which
18 being sold te the Veneragble Guilling en cenditien that the bullding be used
a8 & single family dwelling untll Presbytery decides te relinquish the restrclit-
ien, King Tewnship Planning Beard has stipulated the single famlly eccupancy
clzuse can be effective up te g 20-year limit,

The Board of Managers eof the re-located 5t., Andrew's congregatien
intends te call a meeting te establish a committee te underteke flnancing and

maintenance of the churchyard cemetery, where early families of the area were

buriei..



REMEMEBER PASTOR

"I remember him well", Miss Elizabeth Tinline, 92 year old
resident of King, and possibly the oldest living member of the church,
told the Telegram, Speaking of John Tawse, who want from place to
place, preaching and vieiting his people, on horseback; Miss Tinline

said, "He was a big rugged Scotsman and he had a heart as big as s
house, I can s8till recall sitting on my Father's knee as a 1little
girl, looking up into his face as he preached. That was in the old
log chorch., The pulpit was at one side of the chorech and stood at
least six feet off the floor.

"There ware no pews in those days, Just long rows of
benches, Below the minister stood the precenter, who started all the
hymns, O0f course there was no organ or choir, bot the happy groanp

of people Join8d lustily in singing those old Presbyterian hymns."™

Misgs Elizabeth Tinline

member of Presbyterisn church and
School teacher at Strange for
sixteen years - 1885 - 1901, and

lived to be over 90 years of age.
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HISTORY OF CHURCHES

Primitive Methodist -later United.

The riimitive Methodists were the first to hold

religions services in Laskay, the meetings being held in
the Cooper shop in 1852 and until 1856, when the first

church was erected.

Mr. Baldwin donated to the Primitive Methodists,
land sitnated on the 6th con. upon which to build their
church and parsonage,

The church was a wooden structure and the
entrance was at the east side near the end where the
pulpit stood. The seats were built so that each row
was & stop above the other, rising towards the bach.

The church was well attended and old timers
say one had to go early in order to get a seat,

Sunday Sehool picnics were held in the woods
on the south-east corner of the townline and con, 6,

- Everyone went and had & wonderful time. The trees were
g0 alose together ahildren put up swings between them.

The parsonage stood where Smith's cottage is at
present, south of the church, _

For twenty-five years the singing wes led by &
negro, Richard Bernard, He had been & slave in the States
and escaped to Canada, Mr. Barmard oould not read a word
but the preacher would read fha verses, two lines at g
time, 80 he could memorize them, His voice was very
melodions and his singing was admired by 2l1ll who listened
t0 him,

The 0ld church was torn down and the cormerstone

of the new brick church was laid in 1904,
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Laskay United Eh;rch

In April, 1949, the Laskay congregntion beg=n the task of
redecoration and renovation in their church. This involved the palnilng
of the building both inside and outside. Om top of all this, the system
of tre church lishtinz was changed.

Much voluntary lebour on the part of certain men of the con=
cregation went into the venture. It was such effort that made vossible
the speedier dispntch of the work as & whole.

On May 29th -- the 45th anniversary of the laying of the
corner-stone of tlhe present building, the services of reopening and

rededication were held, and drew capacity crowds.
One cannot think of this work of beautification without
making mention of the kindly interest and Tinancial aid of the women's

Misslonury Soclety of the Church. It was this group who paild the
expense of redecoration, which cost in the neighbourhood of £800. The

men of the consregation undertook the expense of the lizhting.
The Younz People's Society purchased -the vpicture of the
"Head of Christ™ by Sallman. Here in this lovely little country church,

the efforts of man have sought to make Cod's House more worthy.

Laskay Oongregation 102 Years 01d, Mark 50th Anniversery of Bullding.

The building of a new church at Laskay in 1904 was an
important period in the history of the Primitive Methodist concregation
at Laskay. It was Important also for the Vesleyan Methodist congrega-
tion at Strance, on the sixth concession of King. A new bullding was
a dire necessity to both congregations., The 0ld wooden structure of
the Primitive lethodist had served well and the white frame building
of the Wesley congregation in the same circult also was in poor cond i-
tion and its numbers were diminishing.

“hen the time arrived to construct a new brick building

:ﬁhat would unite both congregations, the question of a site was the
suﬁject of a heated controversy. Would the new edifice be on the
szme site as Laskay's Primitive Methodist church, which would be
dismantled to meke way for the new buildins? Or would a new site be

chosen directly on the sixth line highway in Laskay.

Laskayites, now forminz a thriving cobmunity, were proud

that Joseph Baldwin, an early pioneer who came to this district in

&

1832 from Yorkshire, England, had given a portion of his land for

"a Primitive Methodist church and & Papsgnsse™,



Picture of cemetery at back of first church built in 1856, showing
Baldwin tombstone,

The parsonsge, prior to being torn down, stood on 4th lot south of

of the church. 1



Laskay Congregation 102 Years 0ld (Continued)

Meny were proud that the first church bullt In 1856, had its roots
from the nucleus Ff the Primitive concregation that held worship in a
cooper shop back “in the "flats" at Baldwin's from 1852-6.

Almost everyone recalled how the first church, (Some 20
rods east of the sixth concession road) was filled Sunday after Sunday
vith whole families, They all remembered how the wide plank seats
vere built in tlers, rising to the back of the church, so the "minister
could see all his congregution ot the same time, and keep a watchful
eye on the young folks and late comers". They remembered the pulpit
near the entrance &t the noxthwest cormer of the building and the row

e S A P ]
of choir members to his left. They recalled the embarrassment of the

tardy person who had to walk before the pulpit before he could climb
%0 a row of seats.

They were loathe to give up the old site on "back street”,
rising behind the main roadway. And so, apart from some hard feelings,
Laskay's lNethodist church retained the oriziral site. On May 24, 1904,
the laying of the corner stone was held. Five hundred people witnessed
the cFramnny. The minister was Rev. Newion Hill and the guest speskers
were Hon,'J. W. St.Jobn, Hon., E. J. Davis, Hev., G. V. HRobinson and

Hieve Dr. James Carmichael, the minister of Strange Presbyterian Churd:,

The trowel was used by Mr. St.John and in the corner stone were placed

two half gellon jars containing daily Toronto newspapers, and the

Methodist church periodicals.

A huge tent was pitched across the road on Bob Wiles' lawn

for the big supper. The women of Laskay Presbyterian congregation

helped with the celebration.

It was a wet late season that year and construction of

the bui I
- lding was delayed. The buildine committee headed by James T.

Scott siaa exrolled by ¥illiam Boys, Wesley Hamilton, Edward Marshall
¥
George Temsdale and others. Half of the cost had zlready been sub-

serib |
ed, and by completion Hev. Hill looked for the remaining 52,000

or more 4o pay off the debt.,



Laskay Concregatlon 102 Years 0ld (Continued)

On Sunday, April 3, 1905, the following year, the opening
of the new church was held by large concrepations on Baster Sundajy.
Three times that day services were held with the overflows taken in the
bagements by cther ministers. Hev. Brown, president of the Presbytery
Conference, Rev, Dr. Carmichael, and Eev. Youngs were the preachers.
¥rs. Hesley Hamilton played the new reed orgar which ie still in use.

Mrg. L. J. Glass has the honor of veing in the conzregation

for b6 years. Before that time she was a small girl in the old Sundsy

achool. IXrs, William Boys, 86, is the oldest member in terms of age,
bhaving come into Leskay from the Wesleyan church.

For many years, a communlty Sunday school served both
Yethodists and Presbyterisns in Laskay, Both in the original church

and leter in the present church, Sinday school teachers were a mixture
of both congregations. In fact, the sixth of Xing boasted four churches,
two Presbyterian and two lethodist.

in 1925 the Laskay church tecame the United Church of Canada
and for the past eight years, Rev. M. R. Jenkinson has been the presid-
ing minister of the present cirenit of Fing, Laskay and Teston.

On Sunday, May 23rd, 1954, the Laskay church will celebrate
its golden Jjubilee amniversary at 11 A.X. and 7 P.}. The beautifully
preserved building, with its solid oak seats and other special appoint-

ments has been carefully and proudly preserved. .

lore that 500 attended the "laying of the stone” and more
that 500 people joined in the services of worship and thenksziving

on Sundsay. Hev. Martin Jenkinson, incumbent, welocomed the members of

the church and thelir guests. The inspiring influence of the church
n..?zd the blessing it brings to the confused mind was the theme of the
guest preacher, Dr, Archer Wallece, who is a well-known author.

The church was decorated with many bouquets. Those placing
memorial flowers Inclnded: Iirs. Leonard Zlass in mamory of her parents,
“re & Urs. James T, Scott; Mary Merwcod and family in memory of her

paerents, Ir. and Mrs. Duncan lckurchy.
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Laskay Congregation 102 Years 01d (Contimmed)

A reception was held following the mornming service wvhen the
recistry was présentéd by Mrs. l&rwood and lMrs. Willism Bryson. It
wag held in the church hall.

The anniversary cake in zold and white with its spired
ghapel centred the decorated table. Irs. Glass, a member of the Laskgy
congregation for the past 56 years cut the cuke.

Hostesses for the recepiion was the w.IL5. Miss Winnifred
Boys is the president. Pouring tos were Krs. W. Zaldwin, Aurora, lrs.
Percy Porester, Jirs. Sarsh darris, Mildmay, and Mrs. James iunter.

| Also at the ruest table were Hev. and Mrs. Jenkinson, Dr.
W#allace, 1rs. ¥. Willisms, lirs. Donalé Paton, Mrs. William 3oys, irs
Hazel Archibald VWellesley, lMrs. L. J. Glass, Miss Vinnifred Doys and
¥rs. Annle Zvans. Mrs. Svens joined the Pricitive chmrch 51 years om0
and was orgtnist at the age of 13.

lir. Jenkinson read an account of the "gala™ cornerstone
service of 1904. The register of names %taken on Sunday will form a
scrap book to replace the original church records buraned In the msnse

ire in 1945,

) A silver service, which had bteen presented 4o the late
Arsg, Juncan Melhirehy prior ¢o her marria-e in 1899 from the Wesleyan
consregation, was used. The gift had recognized her services &s
organist for seven years. ier soa, Xarshall Hcllurchy, who is a Laskay
official, rend the originnl presentntion address which nad been
signed by ¥rs. Boys and Irg. Charlotte Peterbaugh.

| Hr. Jenkinson rend letters of congratulations from those
who were unable {0 be present. They came from dev. R. J. D. Simpson,
Toronto, a former pastor of the chorge 60 years ago, iirs. Annie Thompson
Cathcart, a former teacher of Strange school amd Sunday achool teacher
apd from lr. Blmer Davis, Kingston, whose father, the late Homn. E. J,
Davis, participated in the ceremony 50 years azo,

At the evening service, Rev, A. C. Forrest, B.5., B.D.,
Port Credit, was preacher. ie spoke of the blessings of "remembering".
Mr. Forreat compared the hardships of the piloneers to0 the easy mode of

living in the modera world.



'iﬂ:al-:agr_ Eﬂrﬁreﬁtiﬂn 102 Years 0ld (Continued)

The Thornbury singers, the trio in the morning and a S0-
voice choir at nisht, contribmted to the service of worship.

At the evening service, Hiss Winnifred Boys and lMrs.
Norman Bryson were registry hostesses. The W.M.5. members were

hostesses to the choir later in the evening.

Prior to this 50th Anniversary a new 0il Burner Heazting
Unit was installed in the rear of the clhurch basement. The rempoval
of the old furnace and pipes made a zood improvement to the floor space.
Also, at the rear of the church property, the church sheds
were removed after being gold, and more ground was cleared of trees.

Thus, there is ample parking space available.

This year the Sunday services were changed from afternoon
to evening service at 7.30 P.M. during July and August. The Sunday

school hour was dispensed with for the summer.



HISTORY OF CHURCHES Cont'd,

Preabyterian

Senator Reesor presented a site for a charoh, manse and
amall greveyard on the west 8ide of the 6th con, to the Presbyterien
Churoh of Cenada, In 1858 the Rev., Jas. Diok of Richmond Hill Preshy=-
terian church opened a misaion at Laskay“"and in the same yesr the
Church ani manse were built,

This church wes used continuously until the Union of
Churches, June 10th,1925, Then it was left idle and torm down in
the 1940's, Mr. Charles Blsok has recently built his house on the
lo0t, A few headstones show the s.te of the graveyard behind his house,
Mr, Wm., Dunning was als0 clerk in the genersl store and
esgistent postmaster. Heving &n educstion &and being & good penmen
and bookkeeper, 2ls0 having saoquired a perfect knowledge of conver-
gztion in the Gaelio language, he was in great demand for writing

deeds and wills,

The manse was bullt between the churoh and north of Laskay

Hall and is now Owned by Mr, Woods,

PRESBY Y, aH

AS AR

!

——————

The sbove picture is on a posteoardwhioh was written on July 29-1910

by Thomes Cairns from Leskay to Miss Jean Patton, end was postmerked
lLaskay, The stamp was 8tesmed from this oard,
Rev. John W, Cameron, born 1B5]1 in New York State, entered

Knox College, graduated with a B.A. in 1881, and was immediately

invited to take charge of the Presbyterian Church at Lask=y. He had

charge of churches in the west of King Township, #hree unde

r hi:
a membership of 175, 29 SRVAIS

The churches were all comfortable frame buildings.



COFY OF INDENTURE OF PRESEYTERIAN CHURCH

A memorial ef an indenture made the twenty ninth day ef Octeber in the
year of our Lerd One thousand eilght hundred and sixty ene in pursuance of an
act respecting short feorms of conveyances:

Between the Honorable David Reesor eof the Township ef Markham in the County

of York and Province of Canada esquire of the first part

Emily Reesor wife of the sald part ef the first part of the second part and...
Willigm Goedfellew of the Townsh p of King in the county of Yerk, aferesaid
farmer,.James Mgrsh of the samecplace farmer trustees of the Canada Presby-
terian Church cengregation of Lnskay eof the third part....

Whereby, after reciting as 18 therein recited it is witnessed that for and

in consideration of the sum of twenty pounds of lawful money of Canada te him
the sald part ef the first part in hand well and truly pald(the receipt whereef
he did thereby acknowledge) he the sald part of the first part did grant unte
the sald pariles of the third part and their successors appeinted as therein-
after specified by the name of "The trustees of the Canada Presbygerian Cen-
gregation of Laskey" All and singular that certailn parcel or tract of land and
premises situate lying and being in the Village of Laskay in the Tewnship ef
Eing in the county of ferk and Prevince of Canada cont.ining by admeasurement
twe fifths ef an acre of land be the same more er less, be'ng composed ef part
of the egst half of let number four in the sixth concession of the sald tewnshilp
of King, and m ay be more particularly known as Village lots number twenty-feur
=nd twenty-five en the west slide of and frenting on Main street in the village ef
Laskey aforesaid accerding te a plan of sald villapge made by Geerge McPhillipe
Egquire a previncial Band surveyer and filed? in the registry office of the sald
county of York en the thirteenth day of August one thousand eight hundred and
fifty-six,

Te have and te held the seld lands tenements and hereditaments with the
appurtenances to thé sjid parties of the third part and their successors to be
appeinted ke thereinafter specified in perpetual succegaion by the name gfere-
said, Eub;act nevertheless to the resgervgtions, limitations, cenditions and
previsees expressed..ln the origlnal gront thereof from the crewn and nevertheless
upon the trusts and te and fer the purpeses thereinafter,..expressed declared
and contalned of and concerning the same, and it 18 thereby previded and declared
that the szld land is granted upen the trusts and to and fer the purpeses and
subject te the provieions thereinafter expressed and centained,.

That 1is teo say fer the sole and onlyuse a nd benefiit of the sald congregatien,
a8 well fer the site of a church, chapel or meeting house, buriel ground and
regidence for the minister(as the sald congregation my direct) with the appurt-

ensnces for the use of the congregation as for the support and maintenance,



INDENTURE Cgnt'd,

0T ~-public wership and the prepagation ef Christiasn knowledge..According te

the Dectrines, discipline and modes of worship ef the ssld Canada Presbyterlan
Church, and up further trust that they the szid parties of the third part, and
the trusteeg for the time being shall and will, well and truly, ebey, abide by,
perform gnd fulfil gnd permit gnd suffer to be obeyed performed and fulfilled,,
with respect and in reference te the gbeve granted premises and te any church,
chapel, meeting house or other btuilding or buildings new erected or fto be

erected upon the saild land (the lawful orders and directions ef respectively

the gald congregatien the Eirk session of the sald congregatlen, the Preabytery
wlithin whose bounde and under whese inspection and Ecclesiastlical Jurlediction
the Eaii Congregation Church, previded that, -Ad so far enly as such orders and
directiens respectively are and shpll be within the scope of the autherity ef
such peraons and bedles regpectively,.sccerding to the laws customg and usages

of the sald church and with respect to the election and appeintment of trustees
in succeesion te the partles thereef of the third part, 1t 1s thereby previded
aNd declared that the lands tenements and heredltaments thersby conveyed shall be
held upen the trusgts and to and for the uses intents purposes thereinbefore
epressed, .declared and contained of gnd concerning the same by three trmstees
elected by the gaid congregation and whe sghall all be members of the sald
cengregatien in full cemmunlon gnd it is thereby declared that it shall and may
=t all times be in the power of any trustee or trusteea whether named in the

saild indenture or te be elected in succession te the parties therete of the the
third part, to resign the tirusteeshlip and alse that in the event of any trustee
oer trustees whether named in the sald indenture or te be appolnted as aferesald,
ceaging to be recognized by the Kirk session of the sald congregation as a member
in full communion er remeving from the bounds of the said congregation or resign-
ing a8 aferesald, then and in such casse such trustee or trustees shall ipse Tacte
cesge to have any right to act under the 8ald Indenture,...cccsvsccsvssnssnsssns
sessss osa 1IN Witness my mnd and sesl this twenty-ninth desy of CGcteber, one
thmuaané e;ght hundred and sixty-ene,

Signed and sealed in presence of

Henry Baldwln, )
William Blackburn ) David Reegor L.S,



LASKAY PRESBYTERIAN W.M.B. MEETING

At the home of Mrs. Charles Neill, Lot 5, West Half Con. 6.
About 1914

lst. Row == Xrs, C. Neill & Mildred Armstrong, Mrs. John Watson, Mrs. James Finch,
Erg, J. Harris, Mrs. Kenneth Blanchard, ¥rs. John Boys, HMrs. John
Ireland, Mrs. Vel ter Monkman, Mrs. John Gray, (Rev.) Mrs. Robert
Brydon & Mary, Mrs. Joe O'Brien.

2nd . How =~ Mrs, Will O'Brien, Mrs. Will Bryson, Mrs. John Readman, Mrs., Aaron
Campbell, Mrs. Chas. Hately (Jean Paton), Mrs. Arthur Caldwell
(Nora Neill), Mrs. Hughie McEaechran

Srd. Row -- Mrs, William Class, Sandy & Mse Brydon, Mrs. Fred Willis, Mrs. Len
Glass, Mrs. Albert Vells (Amnie Glass), Mrs, Ceorge D. Paton, Mrs.
John Woods, Mra. Colin Simclair.

dth. Bov -— Horman Willis, Hoy Weill, Howard Neill, Dudley Eatson.

q.f'-P |

L

Left,
Presbyterian
Mansge,

Right,

house buillt
on site of
Pres,church,
by Charles
BlE.Ck.-l

aF



WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH

Eing fowmship
Wesley Charch wonld appear to have its origin in the congregation known

variously in the early days as "6th Con. Ein,” "David Love's Branch™, "Love

and Dickinson's Branch", the designation more frequently used being "6th EKing",
(There was also a Love's Branch on the 9th of King--Nobleton), The Wesley
congregation must have started arouhd 1845, for the Rev, Henry Wilkinson in
describing a missionary maeting hald in the district refers to it as a "nem"
appointment., An interesting fact is that the meeting was held in the Presbyterian
Chaoreh., The extract appearing in the Christian Guardian of FPeb, 18, 1846, is

a8 follows;
"Phe first (i.a, meeting) at Love's in the 6th concession of King, held
at 2 p.m.--a BéWoappointment, The meeting being quite back in the woods and

held in the day-time, my expectations were very moderate, both as to attendance
and the awails, A fair congregation, however, met ns in the Presbyterian €hapel
which was kindly loaned to us for the oececasion, Several of us spoke to the people
and God was with us of a truth., It was truly good to be there and I confess I
was taken by sarprise when the boxes held 2 pounds,2s8,.,9d,, which handsome
collection was followed up by a noble subseription of 8 pounds, 128, 9d4., making
a total of 10 pounds, 15,6d., contributed to our Missionary Society in an obscure
part of Eing, and by comparatively a poor people,”™

And in the Missionary Reports of the Wesleyan Methodist Church for the
year 1845-45 the names of some of these subseribers are listed:

Robi. McMullen, Andrew Morton, lancy Carley, Isabella Wood, John Wood,

Wm. Dickinson, Jane Dickinson, Esau Wood, Samuel Hollingshead, John

Stevenson, Mary A.Wells, David Love, Sarah Hollingshead, Jesse Jones,

irs, Jones, Mary Smelser, David Jonas," (The Missionary Collectors had

been "Mesdames Wood & Jones").

1t is also of interest to note that in the fodlowing year amongst the
sobseribers listed at this appointment was the name of "Taws": Rev, John Taws
was the Prﬁﬁhrtarian minister who had come& to the 3rd Xing in 1837, preaching
also on the 6th and 10th of King.

Just where the meetings on the 6th of King were first held cannot be

determined from the records available here., There was a report of a log chapal
bat no definite evidence can be found to Euhatantiata.thia. In the year 1855-56

the appointment appears in the Missionary Reports as "Roughcast Charch Branch"--
this is the first time that the word "church™ is nsed in commecfion with the

appointment--and contined to be so &esignated untll 1871-72, when the name "Wesley



WESLEY METHODIST CHURCH cont'd

Chureh™ appears, Unfortunately, no account of the opening of these churches

could be found in the Christian Guardian,

From 1845 to 1856 the appointment on the 6th of EKing, as it was called,
was part of the Newmarket Circuit, affer that date becoming part of Kleinburg
eirouit, In 1857 the appointments comprising the cireuit were Peterman's,

Rougheagt,(9th King, Kleinburg Morrow's, Taylor's, ) 1In 1866 they were listead
g8 Kleinburh, Peterman's, Eellam's, Nobleton, Roughecast, Morrow's, and by 1875
Tegton had been added,

The names of families listed as subseribing to the missionary funds
of the ehurch in 1856-57 continued to include the names of Love, Marshall,
Dickinson, Wood, Hollingshead, as well as Andrews, Crane, Hunter, Morton, Cook,
Hill, Samson, Starr, Matchetkf Huty, Porter, Boys. In 1881 the families listed
included HarWey, Carley, Marshall, Dickenson, Love,

Just what happened to the Wesley Church congregation after the union
of all Methodist bodies in 1884 is not very clear from the records awvailable
here. But from a typewritten history of Laskay Church, loeally prepared,
the following reference to thisa period occecurred.

"In 1884 all Methodist churches were united, but Laskay Primitive
Methodist church and the Wesleyan Methodist Church contined to hold servicew in
their buildings, and were seryed by the same minister until the year 1890,"

In 1893 Laskay and Xing eircnits mnited to form the King and Laskay
eirecuit, which became known later simply a8 the King Cireuit. On this combined
eircuit were six appointments; King, Wesley, Laskay, Teston, Snowball Purplevillas.

This arrangement apparently lasted until 1900, to gquote again from the loeal
higtory.

"In 1900, under the legdership of Rev., George Robinson, the congregation
of Wesley Church moved to Laskay idethodist Church and both congregations worked
together to build one edifice. When this move took place, the people brought with
them the organ, the minister's chair, and carpet. I% is in this time of transition
the lefter of appreciation was drafted and the presentation made of a silver tea set
to Miss Annie Marshall ( Mrs. Duncan MeMarchy) for her services as organist for

geven years in the Wesleyan Methodist Church. That tea set was used when
celebrating the 50th anniversary.

"Phis ehurch was situated on lok B8,east side of concessioné., The

graveyard still remains).



LASKAY STORE

About 1910.

I LASEEY STORF
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T RACLE OF T FROM DLE TO ELECTRI
by
Gregory Clark - copled from Family Herald magazine - 1958,

Don't forget that in the childhood of all of us over 70 whom you see walking
around, we had to scratech a match every time we wanted to turn on a light, For
most of us, that meant oll lamps, naturally; though those of us who lived 1n
cities had the modern marvel of 1lluminating gas, and all we had to do was turn
the 1ittle tap, put the mateh to it, and —- prestol

I admit the well-to-do, the the largest cities, were already having thelr
houses Wired for a still greater miracle, electric light, But we 70-year-olds
were good big boys before that became cemmon, even in clties,

011 lamps were the thing, And even they were modern, The 70-year-olds
whom we saw waslking around, when we were children, all recalled the sensation
created by the first oll lamps, Our grandfathers travelled miles to see one, when
they were first introduced; and usually stood well back, twenty feet or soj for
fear of an explosion, Of course, the marvellous, great parlor oll lamps that hung
on chaine balanced by counterwelghts and went creaking to the celling to be out
of the way during the daylight hours, were true sclentific marvels, They added
mechanical engineering to chemical science, and every youngster who came to the
house would watch for an opportunity, when ne one was leooking, to see for hlmself
how eaglly they moved up and down on their chains, But those were almost of a new
age,

Matches? Why, matches were not invented until 1827, and were only for the
upper crust until well into the 185408, T heyway Fou 1lit a candle on rising in
the morning was to light a splll at the embere of the fire, If the fire had gone
out, you had to go over to the neighbor's, with a stove ghovel, and borrow a
scoop of red coals, If your neighbor kas too far for that, you had to get out
the tinder box and flint and ateel which, in my greandfather's time, was a far
commoner kitchen gadget than a box of matches i in the modern kitchen, and huff
up a spark to get the kindling 1it, and then the candle,

Look }uu; this fabulous modern world we live in today 18 a sudden thlng.

We 70-year-oclds stlll tottering around started our lives in a world not very

much different from the world of Julius Caeear,



STEAMER DAYS

Taken at Lot 33, Con. 6 on farm of Adam Cairns
. = Va ™D .
iAdam Cairns, Thomas Cairs, Jack lullen, Andy Hcﬂlunl?fﬁan <

Wm., Ham, Laskay, threshing on farm of Frank Smelser, Lot 1, Con. 5.



STEAMER DAYS

One old-time thresherman used to start his rounds among
fifty or so customers about the middle of August, and he didn't
it $ill the last mow was empty of sheaves, and sometimes it was
after New Year's before we were through. Many Sundays saw work
done keeping the outfit in repair.

Mows and stacks of grain - and bundle wagons = have become
obsolete in most sections of the country, and so have the various
jobs at which men once prided themselves on their skill -- engine
man, separator man, spike pitcher and weed and water hauler, whose
job was to quench the roaring monster's insatiable hunger and thirst.
Threshing time was something special in those days.

Forty years ago the first few weeks were & flurry of
activity. Farmers would come begging for a half day's threshing
to clear out a mow of wheat, 80 they could get some seed wheat to
sbw, or so0 they could get all their grain in. Then we would return
a second time to thresh out the barn. They really kept the thresher
hopping.

Busy preparations were the order of the day. Grandfather
was occupied cleaning the threshing floor and making sure it was
braced to hold the heavy separator. Bins had to be cleaned out to

receive the flow of new grain, If he traded work with a lot of
neighbours and expected 12 to 20 men, he might have to slaughter

a calf, a sheep or several dozen chickens. All this would have to
be done between days spent helping neighbours to thresh.

In the meantime, Grandmother and the girls would be
feverishly busy for days, making mounds of pies, buns, bread, cakes
nnd & host of other good things. A woman's reputation was based
on her meals at thn;hmg time. It would be the subject of gossip
for the next year if she failed to provide enough: to satisfy everyone.
Threshing crews were always famished. Why, some men could eat a

whold pie at a sitting -- on top of several helpings of meat and
vegetables?



Steamer Days (Continued)

What got the women's goats was the filth of some of the men.
The three or two threshers that went with the machine, always
stayed at nights where they were threshing; so the towels and
bedsheets used to get black.

A typical bill of fare at the noon meal would be hot
roast meat or chicken, potatoes, a couple of other vegetables,
three kinds of pickles, bread, butter, apple butier, maple
syrup, apple sauce, pudding and at least four different kinds
of pie == apd any young fellow who couldn't eat three or four
pieces of pie was rassed about it all afternoon.

For the young fry on the farm, threshing day was
almost as exciting as the yearly junket to the Fall Fair. The
children could hardly await the arrival of the big black engine
and its equally black crew. The clatter of the pipes and straw
cérriers atop the maching made a distinctive sound that could be
heard a long way off down the rutted mmd road, There was always
& chance that it would get stuck in a mmd-hole, and maybe two or
three teams would have to be hooked on in front before it would
budge. The best part was watching the big separator being
hauled up the barn ramp and placed on the threshing floor, the
steamer jockeyed into place and the big belt slung around the
pulleys.

One farmer was quoted saying == ™I would not like to
g0 back to farming 40 years ago and more. It might be all right
for a day now and again, just to show the younger people what
we did, but the back breaking work from 7 A.M. till dark for
§1.00 a day outweizhed the pleasure of the sumptuous meals.

The dust and dirt would be harder to take than the comparative
cleanliness of to-day's field threshing and combining."

Mrs, Lydia (Ireland) Murdock reminisces: "My grandfather
David Archibald, owned the firet grain binder in King
Townshlp and his oldest son--Charles Archibald ran it, and

he told how the fence was lined with people to watch the
binder working,



COMPARISONS

Voters in Eing Township, 1878 == 1,238 Voters in King Township, 1957 -- 5,99

Total Receipts - EKing Township 1877 Total Receipts - King Township, 1957
15,770.26 $696,173.65

Balance from 1876 == $330.15

Total Disbursements, 1877 == Total Disbursements, 1957 ==
$16,100.44 $£695,960.94
Auditors -- B. Lloyd F. D. Bamsay Auditors -- S.S. Joscelyn, C.A.

St. Catharines.

1957
No. of acres cultivated in No. of acres cleared farm land ==
King Township, 1803 == 150 acres 77,485 acres

Total no. acres in Township =~ 86,480 No. of acres cleared land,
tﬂ‘lﬂl, ?111&3", Bt'ﬂi — 2*1“5

Average price of farm land, 1885 -- Average price of farm land, 1957
$70 to $80 $500 to $700 acre.
Rented land -- $2.50 to $3.00 per Subdivision lots £2,000 to §3,000

acre.






CURRENT EVENTS

Christening Robe over 100 ysare old,

On Mothers Day, Mgy 13th, 1956, a christening took place at Laskay
United Chureh, of one of the descendants of a piopneer family of the old
Methodist chureh, now replaced by the Uni ted Bhurch.
The historical part of the christening was what the baby wore -
that being her great - great grandmother's christening robz, brought
from England over a century ago, 1849,
It was orginally worn by Edith Wells, who became lMrs. Jamas Scott
and lived at Lot 2, Con,5, King, Followed by hér son, Lewis Scott; then
Barle Scolt, the baby's grandfather, then Mother, Aileen Scott and fingally

by 4 months old Susan Aileen Jamieson,

This dress has been worn by many descendants at Christenings and

Mrse L.J. (Scott) Glass is the proud possessor of this robe,

= 8 - - . e 3
(o :?fhhlﬁ Yebe Jooyrs eld [fvg

TEIS PICTURE WAS TAKEN AROUND 1900



FARM SISTORIES
Lot 1, Concession 6, XKing Township.
Ihis property corsists of two acres of land with an eizght roomed red
brick house and a small *arn.

The property was originally ottained from the Smeltzer family who
owned a large area of land hretween the 5th and 6th concessions,

Joseph Watson, was horn n the old homestead in Vaughan., At the
age of sixteen he was apprenticed to the trade of a blacksmith, which he
contired to follow and was exceedingly prosperous. In 185 9 he bought
and settled at Lot 1, Con.6 of King. He also married in 1859 and had four
child-en, two of whom later resided at Laskay, John und Annie (Mrs, Wesley
damilton). dis second marriage was to Caroline Harris in 1899, He died
in 1917, His tlacksmith shop faced the 6ith concession, north of the house.
Mr, Watson later added an addition to the rear of the house, moving the
kitenen to its present location on the east side.

The property remmined in the Watson family until ahout 1919, when
it was sold to a Mr, Kerr, who in turn sold it in 1922 to Sinclair A,
Levack, who used it as a summer home till his death in 1953. His fanily
are the present owners and a grandson, Lorne Rey now resides there.

When electricity was first *rought into the district the house and
tarn were wired and since that time, the house has teen modernized to present

day standards, without making any material changes in its structure,

Lot 35, Concesslion 5, Vaughan Township.

The property consists of 50 acres of bush, pasture and tillable
land and there is a deep water hole which very rarely goes dry. The late
Mr., George Patton of laskay helped to clear some of this land in his vounger
days.

. The orliginal dee d goes tack to a Crown Grant and was owned by
the Peteéhaugh family for several generations. In 1923 Mr. Patton, King
City, then the owner sold it to Sinclair A .Levack, who in 1950 so0ld it to
his danghter Mrs, Walter J. Ney the present owner.



Mr. Joseph Wood

—

Mr. Joseph Wood was clerk of King Township from 1847 to 1887
when he retired.

(From History of York County, 1885) ™Mr, Joseph Wood was a
find specimen of what may be accomplished by industry and fal thful
discharge of the ddties of citizenship, one of a class of Englishmen,
who by their energy and thrift have aided greatly in devel®ping the
country and improving themselves." (This quote from York County
Historical Atlas, 1878)

He came with his parents from England in 1830 to "Little
York™. In 1831 the family consisting of three brothers and two sisters
moved to Whitchurch Township near Aurora.

In 1835 to Lot 12, Con. 6, King Township, while that region

was almost a wilderness.
In 1857 Mr. Joseph Wood settled on Lot 1, Con. 6 where he
continued to live. His only surviving brother was a minister of the

Episcopal Methodist Church., Hls wife was Catharine Smeltzer,
This farm at Lot 1, Con. 6, remained in the Wood name for

about 90 years, and in 1957 it has been owned about ten years by

William Bryson, formerly of Vaughan Township.

The Brysons were of pioneer families ‘n Vaughan, Mrs, Wm,

Bryson (Beatrice Ireland- dzughter of Jesse Ireland),

In 1951 Mr, Eryson remodelled the brick home which was built

in 1860, Mrs, Bryson's only son Jesse operates the farm on

on a field crop basis, The barn was removed in 1951,



This house was shown in the nearly 100 years old picttre in our book.
The above plcture was taken in early 1900's, the smaller one in 1950, now
owned by Bert and Dorothy Ezard; who have rencvated the lnslde and covered
the outside with log-slding, Thils house i1s next to the Unlted Church.

The plcture shows there was no raclal discrimmination in Lgekay, there
being two negro familles in Laskay., This is Nelllie Barnard, daughter of

Dick Barnard, alse the Rolling Family lived here,

Thia housge was bullt in
1860 by the Wood family
at Lot 1, con, .6 and
remained in the Wood Hame
t1l1ll about 1950, at which
time, Mr, Wm, Brysoen, the
new owner, tore down the
old house and rebullt a
new one, using some of

the old bricks,




ENLIGNE




LOT 2. WE.'_"T IALF - Con.5

The Canada Co, e0ld lot 2, concession 5, King township, 200 acres fu; one
hundred pounds on the 16th March 1833, to John Smelser, who already had acq-
uired in 1828 the 200 acres to the south, lot 1 in 1828. Previous tothls
John had cleared the bush and cultivated a farm acress the read which was
King and Vaughan Townline,

John Smelser tock his ocath of alleglance to her Ma jeaty, Queen Victoria,
March 10th; 1840 at ‘oronte, (Have orizinal copy). Have crown deed to famm
else., John Smelser originally came from Germany and married Mary —

They had 6 sons and 2 daughters,

At the time of his death in 1859 he had about 250 acres; the easterly parts
of lote 1 and 2 being sold eoff,the 250 acres was equally divided between three
song, Henry, Joseph and John,

Sen Joseph 1843-1900 acquired approximately 82 acrew the west part of let
2, rear con, 5,

Ellen Bnn Bsiley 12401897,
Their only son Thomas Ealley 1862-194%4 married in 1898 Frances Elizasbeth Scett
1875-1946,
They had 2 sons, Scott Balley - 1901 - married Alma Blean,

Pearson Jamee 1902 - -1962- married Adells Lawson
Pearson and Adella's son- John Thomas born 1950.

In year 1962 Harold Dooks from lot 2, rear can,ﬁf; acquired a lot from
southwest corner, bullt a home,

In year 1964 Wn.B,Gregg of Downsview, Ont, preoprietor of Shell Service
Station at Highway 400 and King hitr slderoad bought the 5m=1t1=f property and

thus ended one chapter of the boek.



Lgi 2, Rear Con, 5 cont'd,

The original spelling of the hname was Smeleer and am not sure when changed
te Smeltzer, but before 1890, Joseph Smeltzer was one of the ploneers in est-
ablishing the Robertson Masonic Lodge at King City., His Mgaonic apron was given
teo King Lodge as 2 momento and trihute %o his memory about 1947 on the occasion
of the lodge's 75th birthday,.

Mixed Tarming was the generdl type of farming with turkey ralsing carried
on about 1930's to 1950's, The @ esent barn was remodelled inl902, The house
is qulite old, one part having been moved from con., 5 and townline area, The
house was covered wlth insul brick eilding in early 1940's, Several anticue
articles were sold at the gale in November 1962, An antique cherry pitter was
donated to Ploneer Village,

In a Joseph Baldwin ledger book, 1848-50 and 1854-1858 conslderable
lumber and plank sawed for John SBmeltzer was recorded but not sure if used on
let 1 or lot 2, We have the original birth certificate of Ellen Ann Balley
(wife of Joseph Smeltzer) 23rd June, 1540, Bistrict of Pendle, in county of

Lancaster (presume Enpl and),

A King townshlp assessment 1870 records. King Township ass, 1954 records
County rate «.20¢ om £109.00 County purposes - 11,25 mills
Townshlp rate «07¢ on $100,00 Twp.Administration lﬂ?gﬂ#iiggﬂ
S8cheol rate «23¢ on $100,00 Twp., Roads & bridges 8.73 mills
Bog tax 81 and §2, : Twp. fire protection 1,11 mille
1836 = 13 shillings U pence Road debt 1,17 mills
1870 - taxes on 100 acres $13.10 Farm & Residential property
rate - 29,8mills,

A grocery bill Pevid Brige to John Pmelzer 1s recorded in shillings and pence and
credlted with 60 cord of wood, 1/2 days work in 1853,
In 1888 a grgin binder was purchased for #52.75.

 Pecember, 1948




This brick farmhouse on lot 2, con, 6,
West Bide, X8 said to be over a hundred
yeare old. Has been owned by Goodfellow,
JoPatton,J.McCallum, L, Glags and now
LaRush,

This ie the ‘'original hotel, shown in the
nearly 100 year old picture, It 1ls now
owned by Mrs, Reginal Cage, This was

once owned by John Watson, well known
bridge builder, This house 1ls to the
north of Lagkay Store: since this plcture
was taken, part of the back was remowved
=nd the 2-gtory barn is tom down,

This house 18 on Bouth side of King
and Vaughan Townline,between & and 7th
con, owned by the Duncan McMurchy
family since 1912, and sold in 1955 by
son Marshall who was past warden of
York County.

This house 1g presumably over 100
years old and bullt of mud and straw,
and has a metal sheet slding on in this
plcture, The house 18 now being com=-
pletely renovated,

i
15
b T

been owned by
J.T.Hunter family since 1920 an

This farm house

i1n

had the crown deed taken ouvt in
1802 by a Hannah Palmer,
John Peterman was the owner when

farm houge was built,

*



LOTS 9 and L0 - Plan 167, Lot 4, Cen, 6,

According to the Canada M rectory 1857-58 an Alexander Malcomb was a store-
keeper at Lot 4, Con, 6, King Township and later this property was part of the
Reesor subdivision registered in 1867 as lots 9 and 10, plan 167,

Mr, Benjamin Rolling,a negro, had the Laskay P.0, in thie ene room stere
from 1884.98, Mr, Rolling was killed enroute Trom Toronto with his team of
horses and wagon by 2 train, This en.ded the General Store and abeut 1903
Colin and ®uncan Sinclalr were granted 2/5 acre for £900,00 and George and
John ®inclair were credited with 1/5 acre and George overated a shoe store,

Miss Winnie Boys relateg the following - "I believe the front of the
house to be built about 1880 and when we moved in March 1916, Geo, Sinclair's
shop was then at the fence, north of house, and my father, Wm, Boys, moved 1t
to the back of the héuse snd made from it a back kitchen and woodshed, He
also added the closed-in-verandah, put in hardwood fleors and plastered most
ef the house, The kitchen had been bullt first and waz8 used as a schoel,
¥rs, Wes, Hamilton who lived south of Temperance Hall, sald she attended
school there, There is a board over the north door with a sism cut in the
wood, but paint cbscures ite resding, Yhere was also 2 log cottage northwest
of Boy's house and Geo, Sinclair's two sisters lived there, I can remember
going there to have a dress made, but building gone before 1916," A barber
shop wae also known to be operated here,

Wm, Boye and Mary (McTavish) EBoye retired te Laskay from their farm
Lot 13, West half of “on, 5 in 1914 and thie Laskay property remained in the
Boys name till 1957, when the daughter Winnifred, a R.N, sold to Edward
Arthur Payne and before 1960 was sold to R,H, Franklin,

Son Harold Beoys served in the war of ‘.911#3. Son Fpred carried on
the farm till about 1951: he was the third generation, Isaac, Wm, and Fréd,

In the 1950's Mra, Boys and "innifred sold a lot to the north of
thelr house to Al. Loucks and bullt a huusﬂ. Taxes in 195? on the anprnximatelr

LR [ e

(Boys) 165’ x 147" lot were $32,.74.0 _ g "_L’ ‘K’t




LOT 13, 14 15- ‘Enr} of Lot &k,  Con, 6,
Information scquired from Reglsgtry Office, Newmarket states that firast Grantee

mentioned 1/5 scre land eold te Pavid Van Every - Consideration $114, 1n.igga-
In 1862 1/5 acre granted to Thomag Cundle for $200,00

In 1B82 reg, 1884 grant ee - Alex Pattons - 3/5 acre lets, 13,14,15.

In 1885 - Grantee - Lucy McCallum

In 1886 - 3/5 acre granted to 1889, regigtered 1896 te Geo, Patton, son ef
Alex, Patton and remained in Patton name t1i11 1938,

George Patton 1856-1937 married to Sarah Rickett 1860-1938,

Mr, George Patton served on Strange School Board for ever thirty years as
Secretary-Treasurer,

When Lucy McCallum lived here the log dwelling was burned down and old timers
reperted a house had been moved from near Temperancevills on rellers to 1te
precent slte, and has been added to since, The original house 18 of solid plank

conatructlion.

¥r, and Mrs, Ceerge Patton raised elght children and all recelved thelr education
at Strange School,

Ethel the oldest daughter still lives at Ayr Ontarie, (1966), The late Gladys
lived at Kirkland Lake; Till a teacher died in British Columbia while living
there, Eertha lives in Torents, Vers (Mrg, Fred Boye) livee lecally; Gertrude
lived and died in 1965 at Kirkland Lske, There were two sons Edward and Earl
who married two daughters of Garret Elough of Vaughan Township end have lived in
Western Canada, Edward died in Edmonton ;965 and Earl formerly of Winnipeg new
lives in Edmenteon, Alberta,

Gertrude the youngest daughter of a family of seven, remained at/ home till after
her Mother's death, when she sold to Norman and Norma Etheridge (Torente).
Norman Etheridge a commercial photegrapher served in secend world war 1939-45,
We would llke to mention about the four Etheridge boys whe have travelled
extensively in their early years,

Arthur, an artist, travelled to Englend and worked there for the B.B.C, part
time, He hitchhiked to France, Italy and Spain, 1iving on the Island of Ibeza
for several months. He also went to Israel, working en a Kibbuta cemmunal

farm and alse in the original King Selemon copper mines, returning to England
via Greece and Yugo-Slavia,

Charles Joined the American Air force and eventually went to Japan for two
years, where he travelled to Formoea, Thalland, the Phillipine Islands, Wake
Island and Korea,

Norman Jjoined the Royal Canadain Navy and was a graduate 6f the first Ventmrme
class at Esquimenlt, He became a naval pilet and has been around the Agerican



ot 13, 14, 15, Part of Let 4, Con,6,

Continent on the Bonaventure, South 3m¢riean, West Indles, Norway, Denmark,
Edward Joined the Pept, of Hipghway on leaving scheel and wae immediately
sent to Morrisburg to work on the St, Lgwrence Semway. He later drove to
B.Cs and worked as a surveyor on the first trsns-Censda Pipeline nezr

Kenora, Later left for a two months walking tour of Ireland. and England,

Pleture taken by Norman

Etheridge in 1960,




Part_of Lot 4, Concession 6 - Mr, & Mrs. Harold Dean.

In 1948 Mr. & Mrs. Harold Dean of Toronte purchased about 5 acres
of the Northwest corner of the Reesor subdivision, now known as Part of Lot
I, Conression 6.

In 1949 the Deans built a summer home 24*' X24* of log siding.
The builder was Mr. Benson, King City. Since thew an outdoor swimming pool,
change house and carport have been added.

Extensive gardening of vegetables and flowers has been kept up.
In keeping with the log siding, the house is furnished likewise. TFhere are
a number of articles which belonged to Mrs. Dean's great grandmother, a Mrs.

Norman, who lived on Concession 8, King Township. Helen Dean passed on

December, 1964,



WEST Half of Lot &4, Congesgsion 5,

On Mareh 23rd, 1920, James T, and Ada Clarksen Hunter and their flve
children moved to the West Half of Let 4, Concession 5, King Township, having
purchased the farm from John A, Ireland.

Mr, and Mrs, Ireland and daughters Bbrtha and Margarsf to Richmond Hill
leaving the farm where he settled with his briéde, Elizabeth Malley in 1890,

T hree daughters Jean, Eertha and Margaret blessed their marriagze,

ihe legal papers of the preperty revealed that Jehn Ireland bought the
farm from Bavid Archibald. Previ-usly in the elghteen century, Peterman,
Hollinsinead, Sount and Wolverton were named owners, Lastly Hannah Palmer
recelved the Patent of the 200 acres, the complete lot from the fifth con-
cegglon to the gixth concession from the Crown in 1802, It is noeteworthy
that 8% interest on the mertzage appesred twice in the 1805's, The material
for the brick house which is still the residence was purchased in 1852 and 1853
from Joseph Baldwin, The present barn was huilt in 1906, "A newspaper clipping
of 1865 describes the farm as follows. The soll 18 of the best description and
in a high state of cultivatlion, with an excellent orchard, There is a Tlrst
class briek dwelling house, gpod buildinrs and fences on the premises and 1t
is well watered?! The Humber river crosses the Eééﬁﬁ;waat corner of the farm,

The farm hss borne out the truth of the 1868 description and has and still
is producing good crops &nd livestock. Graln grown has received prizes at
Woodbridee Fair and livestock sold at the Toronto 3tockvards has been mentioned

on the Weekly morning Radio broadcasts.,



WEST HALF OF LOT 4, GONCESSICK 5, Cont'd,

Tax bllls show *hat in 1922 the taxes were $109.87 and in 1940, $106.00

In 1951, Son Marvin Hunter and his wife Elgie Elliott Hunter built a
“wo storey stucco house on the north west corner of the fgsrm, Now thelr
two chlldren take a keen interest and delight in helping with the farm
activities,

Ae well asg earning a living from the farm, the sim has been, as in most
farm homes of the dlstrict, to cﬁny the beast ancestral traditions Inte
future community and family l1life,

Besides operating the fam, Marvin Hunter through the years has
estatilished his own business of Insurasnce aggency. Marvin was, also,
gecretary-treasurer of Strance school for a numbér of years till school

rea began in 1965, Marvin and Elsie have two children, Beverly & Jummy,




-

LOT 5, Concession 6,

This farm of 200 acres was first deeded to John McCallum by the Crown.
In 1846 it was handed down to his heir and in 1937 Ponald McCallum of British
Columbia sold Lis part, the rear 95 acres of Lot 5, Con, 5 to Leonard James
Glass, This was in the McCallum name for 90 years,

John MeCallum owned east part and Archibald MeCallum owned the West
part of which Donald was the last heir, The farm was rented to tenants many
years before Leonerd and Elsie (Scott) Glass moved from lot 6, Con, 6 to Let
5, Con, 5 in 1951 and remodelled the house; sons, Leslie and Porothy (Fhillips)
Glass and family; Raymond and Audrey (Eves) Glasa and daughter Edythe and hus-
band, Clyde Cairns-and family had lived there for short perlods,

Electricity was installed in 1945,

Taxes on the farm in 1960 - 80 acres - $244,72,

In the early 1960's Leonard ®lass subdivided the frontage of Le5 5,
on east side on 6th Concesslon, The first house built by Earle Lowe about
1956 on a 2 acre lot, Now in 1966 there are seven houses on the ten lots,

In 1948 their daughter, Edythe and husband Clyde Cairns built a
home on a lot about half way along King sideroad. They had three daughters,
Margaret, Linda and Beth,

In 1957 the King Lownghipy administration bullding was erected on
King eideroad beside the Cairns lot,

- The Dept. of Highway acquired some land on the easterly side for

highway 400 about 1945,



THE BLACKSMITH SHOP

"AN OLD LANDMARK"
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ir, Walter Monkman, 3r,, The man at the buggy.
The horse and buggy owned by Rev, Hobert Brydon, then, the
Presbyterian minlster, who also {ook the picture, The Brydon

Boys are in the Buggy,

(I

Mr, Joseph O'Brien - the smithy.

Thie Plackemlith shop was located at the southwest corner of the

6th concession, King and King slderoad, at Lot 5, concession 6,
Danlel O'Brien, father of Jos, O0'Brien (in the Picture),
established his business in King Township in 1854, after learning
the trade of blacksmlith st Pilckering, Ontarlo. By strict
atiention, added to good workmanship, he built up a large and
incréasing trade, He was married te a daughter of Joseph Wocod,
townshlp clerk, and they had nine children, The oldest son, Joseph,
carried on the blacksmith shop till about 1935, Joséph's wife was
a Brydon and wae the first Laskay Institute Preesidenti, dled 1933,
Joseph dled in 1941 after a few years retirement at his sister's in
Aurora, Tne blacksmith shop was torn down, Accordliay to King
Township assessment roll, there was an inn at Lot 5, concession 6,

One Mr, GOarrett Blough was assessed as Innkeeper, in 1859,
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Lot 6

Lot 7

Lot 8

Lot 9

ONE MILE ND A QUARTER NORTH O CON. 5.

In Eep#amher,_lﬂiﬂ Job liells nurchased the 200

acres from a James Case of Vhitchurch Township.

In 1280 a% the death of Job Wells, the farms were divided between
nis two sons, Job, Jr., the east 90 acres and David, the west
B85 acresj 25 acres naving been sold separately at the szst side.
In 1890 Ceorge Lawson purchased the 175 acres and at his death
in 1929, the farms passed on to his two sons; Join S., the eas-
terly half and Thomas ., the westerly section. At Thomas®
death in 1943, the west portion 1s owned Wy son, Rergzus, ani
John S. had formerly sold his farm and is now owned by Henry
Borden of Toro:nto.

In 1860 owned by Benjamin, Peter and Lafayette Carley. A
dwelling hLouse, now owned and occupied by IMMr, and Mrs, Robert
Murdock. A Blacksmith shop, shere Ilr. Daniel 0'Brien ard his
son, Joseph, worked early and late. The sound of the hammer

on the anvil was sweeter than the honk of a horn on the motor

cars 1t is sald he knew the name of every horse shod by him.

‘a frame and later a brick school were on the north gide of the

fence, the brick much farther north and east., The farm is now
owned by Walter Monkman.

Owned by David Dexter, who gave the land for the Wesleyan Churd
and a buryinz ground at the north east corner. Donnld NMeCallum
bought the farm about 1833 or 18%4. Our creat grandfather,
Donald laclallum, was called Chief lMacCallum and had the first
Post Office in King Township and was called "King". It was in
the south front field on the e=st side of our farm.

Donald MecCallum came to Canada in 1821. He lived for a short
time in Maple, then bought the farm on the &th for about [1,200.
The first store at Strange was built just south of the Macliurchy
farm gate. IJirs. Hewitt had another store on the lMaclfurchy

farm just north of Bishon's hLouse.

Weg ‘owned by Andrew Burns snd family. Dr. Pinkerton, Veterinaxy ,

at Eing was & descendant.



AND & CUARTER WORTL ON CON. 5 (Continued)

Lot 10

weat Side

Tas owned by Arthie McCallum, who came from Scotland in 183i.
There was a 1log blacksaith shop on the northwest corner of
the Tarm, the last Smithy being Malcolm McMillan. ¥r, Forrester

is the present owner.

Lot &

Lot 7

Lot B

ol

Lot ¢

The said lot was sranted to John Melfullan by the Zonorable
®Willinm Allan of Toronto from Conada. Compeny from the Crown,
Yaych 4th, 1835,

In 1837, for the sum of 242(two hundred and forty-two) pounds
the sald land was deeded to Seorge Simpson.

In 1860 the farm was deeded to Jnmes ¥. Jenkins. I rememver
tvo other houses. One Iz still there, owned by Ifrs. Smith.
1T, Jeffrey was livins there durlng = school days. There sere
t¥c shops owned =néd operatéd by Mr, Carson, a wheelwright; one
shop belns quite larse. The unstairs wes used as a paint shop
and the downstairs for meking wagons, bugsies, etfc.

In March, 1505, it was deeded to Daniel CGlass, and In February,
1915, deeded to Leonard James (lassj now occupled by hls son,
Aubrey.

Owned vy Mr, ¥arsh - lumberman. There were itwo houses, one

in well known, Shingle Valley. Later ouned by Charles and
dorrison Archibald, then William Baldwin and now Mr, Henderson.
Osned Tirst by llr. J. larsh, then i, lawrie Cillies, a sturdy
Scotchman, nnd now by Alfred Gillham,

Ouned by James McCallum, who came from Scotland with the early
pioneers. He b}t'uu,g:ht up a lerge famlly and was never too-bugy
to help & neighbtour. There were three houses on the farm,
thelr residence, one in Fgypt amd one near the Concession.
Later Yalter Ireland, his wife and family lived on the farm

and the present ovner is Stanley Ferr.

A family squotted on the farm when when Yells & Machell

bousht it they had the family evicted. ifells & liachell

opened up & good general store. later Imchell moved to Aurora.

dells rented the store, but the tenants didn*t stay long, so

it was closed for years,

-



ONE MILE AND A QUARTIE JIORTI O €ON. B (Continued)

Lot 9

1ot 10

In 1885 Alex. laclurchy bought the farm. There were four
houses on it not ineluding, the old brick, where his son,
Norman now resides. Thomas Gillies bought the store and loty
openad up a general storej ran a dressmaking and millinery
business and succeeded in getting a Post Office, "Strange",
named for "Dr. Strange", who was the member for Forth York and
should get the credit for the office. Thne mail game three
days a week from Ring, the courier living in Yobleton. His
route was through King Creek mcross to Lasklay, Strange, then
to Eing. Strange wns the first served on the return trip.

The three day a week was of short duration bmt & sreat con-
venience., In afew years, the route was changed and lobleton
armd King Creek were served from Kleinburg, the first mail

man belng Samuel Carson, grandfather of the famous radio
artist, Jack Carson. Mr. Carson lived almost across the rosd
from S.3, No, 4, His route was Strange, Laskay and Fing and
remained that way until the Rural Route System was established
and the community was and is served from Xing Pogt Office,

in 1949,

Names of different people who opersted the Post Office viere =-

lowat, Gillies, Chandler, Brown, srd last was I, Robert
Rutherford. The old store was burned and 1r. Butherford
built o new house and store; the store being closed, when

r s " [

Mrs. Rutherford passad away. iire amd Mrs. Bulloek =re the
bresent owners of the house, 1949,

Owned by lr. Iorton, farmer and weaver. e gave the land

for the Presbyterian Church and Cemetery. The Stone church

was bullt in 1860. Dr. Carmicheel came +to I each in this

church in 1§60 and preached Tor 50 vearsin this same church,

He baptized, married and buried many people during his

ministry. ile is buried in the cemetery just soutl. of the

cnurch beside his wife and sorig, Professor Worman and DIr,

Fergus Carmichacl, both o whom preceded him. The farm on

which the church stands was later owned by A. J. HeCallum,
& staunch Presbyterien, who brousght up his family of seven
in the Presbyterian faith, They were all faithful church

workers, The present owner is Mr. Leatherdale.

Mrs. Alex Mecifarchy.




Lot 6, Concession 6, King Township

Lot 6, Concession 6, A Crown deed was granted to John McMullan by the
Honourable Wm, Allen of Toronto from the Canada Co. 1835, In 1837 for the sum
of ™o Hundred and forty-two pounds the sald land was deeded to George Simpson,

In 1860 the farm was deeded to Wm. Jenkins, born in New York State, came
to Canada in 1557, son of the late Rev, Wm, Jenkins, Rev, Jenkins was recorded
gs being the first ordained preacher in York “ounty. Brother James Jenkins
served in King Tmmuh-ip a8 clerk for over thirty years, Benlamin, another
brother inventéd the cow catchers on the front of the trolley cars and trains,
and they are atill being used,

The Jenkine farm was sold to Baniel Glmss in 1905, who was born in Nova
Scotia, and later in 1913 deeded to Leonard Glaes, youngest son of the Glass
family., DPaniel Glass died inl9l2, His wife, Elizabeth Lockwood came from
Suffolk county, England at the age of one, lived for a time in Toronto, was
three vears old when 0ld Trinity Church, Toronto was bullt acress the street
from where ghe lived, Mra, Baniel Glass was named Xings Grand old lady, having
acquired the age of 97 years., She was well known for her fine needlework, still
doing it at the age of 95, and was the Mother of nine children, Mrs, Glass died
in 1939, and her one daughter Mrs, Chas,Neill { Olive Glass) at the age of 92 is
the lasgt surviving member of her family in 1966,

Leonard Glass bought another 90 acres, lot 5, west half of Con. 5, 1in
1936, Laun&rdﬁi&fﬁf sle {iu?'_t&] Glaqx:zju parents of one daughter, Edythe,
and three sonsi " Aubrey and Joyce (Marwood) Glass who live on the home farm,
lot &6, operate the two farms and have a son, John znd dsughter, Mary,

In the year 1926 Leonard Glass bullt a red brick house to replace the
log house, Mixed farming has been the general practice, There is some bush and
a lake,

On the northesst corner of the farm a lot had been sold off, and in York

(at @est end of farm)
county history it states that a Francis Attridge, established a carrlage making
business 1:3 1883 where buggles and wagons were made downstalre and a pailnt shop
upstalre, .nthcr family names known to have lived there were Bam Carson; Alfred
0'Peco and family who later lived at Priceville, Mr, 0'Dell 1lived to be over 90
years, died early 1966, Mras, 0'Dell was Strange school caretaker for a number of
years, Mark Allan of Lagkay lived t ere, Jack Bmith and famlly came early in 1940
and Mrs, Smith sold to ®on Hutchinson in 1962 and now lives at Lot 3, Con. 7.
Don Hutchinson made alterations to the house and sold in 1966 to John Manson,
Schhel Teacher, MIﬁkﬁ“h *é' Hutehinsons were owners of King City Hardware

and moved %o Tilbury, South-western,Ontario,



LOT 6, 'CONCESSION 5, King Township,

Lot
THE ecrown deed for 106, con, 5, King

Township was patented March 12, 1797
to Bdward Wright, consisting of 200 o
walr 2 b E y © 2y . ﬁr——r

acreg, In 1804 owner became Cartwright,

In 1815 Mary Pebbs, follewed by James
case of Whitchurch township who aald.thq‘i ; s : ;
200 acres to Job Wells in 1840, At le ' _.Iﬁmk ; i_ih; iy il {ﬁ.
death of Job Wells in 1880 the 200 acres | Loy A ‘ |
wag dlvided between his two sons, Enb.i
Jre. receiving the Eagt 90 acres and

Pavid the west 85 acres as Robt, Pease

had purchased 25 acres at the 5th con,

corner and later owned by ¥avid Deather ;

Ce., later of Newmarket, In later yeare property was bought back by one of the

Bavis family and called memory &acres,

In the year 1890 the farms changed hands again to George Lawson, who purchased
thF 175 acres for $14,000.00 and at his death in 1929 the farms passed on to hid
twe sons, Joljn the easterly pertion and Thomas the westerly 98 acres, At Thomas'
death his farm was handed down to his only son George Fergua, Thus the westerly
portion has been in the Lawson name from 1890 ti1l1l now 1966,

George Lawson 1847-1929 was born in Richmend Hill, came to King Township in
hig early years to 10t 10, near Con,é with his parents Thos,
Lawsen, 1821-1889, and Janet 1827-1863,

Janet Manderson 1844-1925, born in Kelso Scotland, came to Canade at age of 4
with her parents John and Issbel Manderson, 7The trip was made
in a sailing vessel, The famlly first settled in ﬁing Townsahip
later to Reach Township,.

George Law?mns' retired to village 1life in King City in 1911..

Their family - Isabella married John L, Fergusen )

John " Hannah Forsyth )
Thomas . Ada J,Ferguson ( All born at Let 10, rear
Elizabeth " Ernest »., Glass I Concesion 6,

Thomas' family born here - Velma married Howard Neill
Adella " Pearson Smelteser

Fergus
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JOHN ARCHAIBALD AND nlS DESCENDANTS

The story of how my great-grandfather came to leave Scotland, and
settle in A mwerica is as follows.

My great-great-grandfather was a teacher of mathematics at Edin-
turgh University. 4dis son, my great®grandfather John Archibsld came
from BEdin*urgh, Scotland when a toy of about thirteen in 17%40. idis
Father had agpprentifed him to a cheese maker to learn that worthy trade.

dis master did not give him sufficient food to eat, 50 as he
worked with the ch=ese, once in a while he would taye a lump of curd
and eat it. His master told his father, who gave him a very severe
thrashing. After that hapoened he made up his mind to leave his place,
S0 he ran away and getting aboard a Pritish Man-o'-war as a stow-away,
came to New York, New Ergland States, where in the harhtor he gave the
sallors the slip and got away,

de first lived at Fish Kill's, lew York, tut what happened after
that until the war of Indeperdence hroke out in 1795 is urknown to me.

At that time it is szjd, he lived on and owned a large farm, somewhere,
either where the city of Philadelphla now stands, or near to that eity(
and was married to an English girl by the name of Tait). They called it
the forks of the Delaware Riwer.

When the war broke out, he decided to take neither part in it, but
while working in the fields on his farm, he was shot at severa) times by
an enemy among the retel soldiers, Then he made up his mind to join the
Loyalists, leaving his wife and family on the farm.

Sometime after, while out with a scouting party, he was taken
prisoner, handcuffed and marched away tetween two soldédiers. &5ight came
on. It *»ecame 'ery dark. As they were going through a forest he thought
he would taxe a chance for his 1ife, because to go on with them as prisoner,
meant certain death. So he broke agway, mgde a dash through the trees, was
missed b@*the shots fired at him, ran for a while, dropped down on the
ground #pd lay still, scarcely breathing; fearful of making a noice., In
vain they searched all around for him, almost stepping on him. Fina.ly
they ¢ave up the search, thinking they had either killed him, or he had
got bteyond their hearing. They vere forced to go on, belng in the lines of
the Loyalists army. After waliting a long while until they were out of hearing,
(the minutes seeminz like hours) he got up and wa,dered aimlessly arourd in

the darkness, but fimily had to X= lie down and was3t for daylight.
When morning came he knew not where he was, Or where to go for safety



JOHN ARCHIBALD AND HIS DESCENDANTS Cont'd, 2

and moreover, how te get the irons off hils hands. Wet, shivering, and numbed
with the cold and also hungry, he decided to trust in Providence and go to
one of the houses that he could see in a clearing. Fortunatelly he met with
sympathy, a,d the women of the house filed the hand-cuffs off. On ce more
he was freel
After many difficulties he found his way home. There he left his
son Jesse to take care of the farm, while he with his wife and the rest of
the family came as United Egpire Loyalists to Nova Scotia, 1783, They lived
at Dighy Point or Dig*vy Heck,
dhen the war was over and the treaty signed in 1783 , leaving his
childrén in Nova Scotia he and his wife started to go hack to look after his
affairs and see their son who had heen left on the farm in Pennsylvanis.
The sk ip that they sailed on was wrecked on the Bay of Fundy, and neither
they nor theilr son Jesse was ever heard of again.
John Archibgi1d Senior or 1 hed six children born in Pennsylvania,
James, Jesse, John Junior or 2, David, lMargaret and Mrs. Morill, n,.,e thought
to he Susan or Sarah.
One son, possihly James settled on the S5t. Lawrence River in
Ontario. He was a blacksmith by trade. During the war 1812 the Americans
put a cable across the St. Lawrence to stop the Briftish gun toats and so
train their guns on the Fritish. He went down hetween the two fires, to the
river, ané cut the carle with a cold chisel. Another son fought at ﬁueenstﬂn
deights. (more likely John Jr's. son A lexander.)
John Junior, my grandfather who was born in 1770, rmarried Elizabeth
Teed in Dighy, Nova Scotia, 1794, migrated to the town of York in Upper Canada
in 1811, He toock up lamd in Vaughan township, two }unﬁred acre lot 29,
Concession, July 22, 1811, from James Nevins, otherwise called James Lacquith,
for fift?-six pounds, five shillings, James Nevins bought from Peter Mussel-
man, Juniﬂr, January 26, 1810, This was registered by Thomas G.Ridout, County
of York. The Crown deed was datedl80R (before this)
The house which granfather built is still standing, and is over
one hundred years old, That was the house in which my father was born 181k,

It was built of elm logs, and is now used as an out building on the old farm,



JOHN ARCHTRAID AND 4TS DESCENDANTS cont'd =3-

Grandfather was buried on the same farm in the gravé*yard of a
Primiti ve Methodist Church, of which he was a member, The site, three
acres, the first in the distriect, he gave to that soclety. This was a
log church htuilt about 1828 at the halfway mark on the Teston side road
‘etween the fourth and fifth concessions.

Une of grandfather's sons, my father, Da¥id Archibald was a
local preacher, and at the early age of elghteen years on the suggestion
of Colorel O'Brien, of the Primitive Methodists, Thornhill, was put on
"The Plan" fér the cirecuit, which included Teston, Laskay and Harkham,
tecoming a Cilrcuif Rider. Here it was at Mark ham he met his future
wife, myaﬁather Catherine Puckendol whom he married in 1838.

The primitive methodists of Ergland then, held thelr first
conference in 185% in Canada, When the Markham circuit was changed to
Laskay Circuit. The Primitiwve Methodists joired the Wesleyams in 1884,

Grandfather John & rchitald 2nd was noted as a hard working
industrious farmer, With open-hearted tenevolence he was ever ready
to help the needy., The trail through the woods passed by his home to
the tawnsﬁips farther back and settlers trawelling by, to their own
homesteads (when henighted) he would keep over night, feeding their
horses, oxen or cattle free of any charge.

There is an episode in connection with this whigh happened
in the year 1832, a year of one of the very bad cholera epidemics., A
many very sick and ill called to stay over night, but unfortunately, during
the night passed away. They didn't even know who he was, although he was
known to have a considera»le sum of money in his ™elt. However, fearful
of the cholera, which he may have had, a grave was dug in the orchard and
the man, money, bed clothes and all were hurriedly burled the ﬁext day.
Onechundred and seven acres of the farm, lot 25, con. U,
Grarﬂfathe} had sold to Joe Rimnic, three acres given for the church gnd
in his will, which by the way was registered by one of the first citizens
of the Town of York, W m. Chewitt., John Archibald 2nd willed the remalning
east ninety acres evenly to his sons A lexander Samiel Thomas. (Thomas, died
in 1842 trefore his Father znd ¥rs., Cryderman claimed it as his daughter).
In §8 39, he had bought one hundred scres in King township,
the west half, lot eight, Con., seven from Jesse Kimnee of Vaughan for

T wo hundred and fifty pounds, also held a bond Tor the east half of the

Salle lot for one dundred and éighty—sev&n prunds, whikch later he took sver



JOHN ARCHIPALD AND HIS DESCENDANTS cont'd, = 4=

land values rose fast then.

My Father inherited this farm on the eight of Kingy 1t was latep
passed on to his son Rotrert, then later to his son George. Grandfather
lived there with my Father, David,after he purchased it, until "is death
in 1852, and was buried in the grawveyard of the little log church in
Vaughan which he had given to the Primitive Methodists, ahout 14 years before.

Father treing the youngest had the old people to look agfter in their
0ld age. Grandmother died in 1845, Grandfather had also bought farms on
the twelth and thirteenth of King, alsc the farm, lot ten on the south west
of the eight concession, where his son John lived, and later his son Edward,.
A church site was given on the twelth and alsoc one on the eight concession,

lot 10, on the south east corner of the farm, a frame church.
The children of Jo n Archibgld 2nd and Elizabeth Teeds
Franeis horn 1795, married David Wait Sweet, died 1861

Klexander ""1798 it Sarah Clement " 1850
Margaret " 1800 " B801
Samuel " 1802 L Jeming Kinee v 1873
Elizareth * 1804 it Ahle Kinee v 1873
Susan n 1806
Thomas " 1808 " Elizateth TPretenton " 1842
Jo hn 3rd " 1811 U Mary A me Cameron

Emma Pane 1891
David noo181k " Catherine Puckendol T 1893
Joanna 1816 " David C. Hill

Charles Hickling " 1897

The children of my father David A rchibsqd 2nd and Catherine Buckendol

are.

George " 1639, July 29, died Aug. 1@, same vear.,
Arne n 1840, married Daniel Camercn
Susanna P 1842 - died 1860

¢
David James 3rd, trorn 1845 - died 1850

Rotert Coursin, torn 1848, married Martha Readmord
Lydia Elizaketh, born 1849 - married John Egan - died
Mary Anne, bhorn 1850, married Wm. Lyons - dled 1936.

Charles denry, *orn 1853, married Mary A nne Dyke - died lNov. 8, 1943
’ ’ 5 L i " - died mexxﬁ%xiﬂkx June 12, 1946



JOHN ARCHIBALD AND HIS DESCE!DANTS cont'd. - 5=
Joanna born 1857 - married Walkér Iredand - died 1238

David Morrison -torn 1860 - married Lizzie Boyd - died 1943
" Sarah Cairn

' - " died 154,

Father seemed to “e the most noted character in the fa, ily of
Jonn Archibajld, Jr. or the 8nd. ife was enterprising and successful in
his “usiness undertakings. He took the first newspaper in the neighbour-
hbhod "The Globe" and as not everytrocy could reaé or write in those days,
he read the news by camilelight to the neightours in the evenings as
they gathered at our home on the eighthof King. de also did clerical
work for them, They came too, to see his grain binder, a Patterson
work, one of the first in those parts. They cut grain on their three
farms. The Tirst round in a field was i mwariatrly cradled, but when at
last to save time, I started into a field, and @t that first round
with the rinder, although there were many protests, at the trampled
grain under the horses feet, it was never again cradled by hand.

When Father died on the sixth of King township in 1893,

he owned six "undred and thirty acres in that township.

As written and told 'y Charles H. Archit-.1d, April, 1910,
Lot 7, Concession 6, Strange, Ont. Later of King City, Ont.



William Baldwin (father of Ruth Baldwin) came to Candda at age
11. His mother died at his birth. His father remarried and came to Woodville,
Mmtario and worked at mill business. His father had been here one year and
died suddenly. William got his schonl education and came to Laskay in 1885
and stayed till 1888, working for Henry Baldwin, his second cousin, at the
wnollen mill. His grandfather was William Baldwin, brother to Joseph Baldwin,
who came out from England to Laskay.

William worked at the mill at Bolton about three years and
then farmed at Kinghorn (Davis Farm) from 1902 to 1920. Then he moved to

Strange, Lot 7, west half of Concession 7 and retired to Aurora in 1946.
Mr. & Mrs. William Baldwin celcbrated their 50th Wedding
Anniversary in 1948,

George Simpson Baldwin, who lived in Tom and Agnes Walker%s
Walker®'s house, brother to Henry, moved to Aurora to run the mill there.

His son, George, and grandson was Gordon, who gave us early pictures of

Laskay.

A Mr. Graham, who ran the woonllen mill for a while, was
related to Dr. William Baldwin's wife (Anderson). Dr. William Baldwin
was the son of William Baldwin of Laskay and Strange.



Abraham Carlev came to Canada from New York state in 1831.

He gsettled near Thornhill, was successful at farming and later bought 200
acres of bush land on Lot 7, Concession 5. With the assistance of his sons
he cleared and ciiltivated the land. In 1864 he died, leaving seven children
and had a prosperous career.

Benjamin Carley was born in New York state in 1814. When
he was 17 years o0ld, he came to Canada. In 1837 he married Martha Clark,
originally from Pennsylvania, and lived on the homew farm, Lot 7 Con. 5.

His family consisted of ten children.
A, D, Carley was born in 1846 on the farm at Lot 7, Con. 5.

He was the son of Peter B. Carley, who inherited his grandfather®s farm
mentioned above and added 25 acres. Peter took no part in the 1837
Rebellion, but narrowly escaped being killed by a mob of men armed with
clubs. TIn 1872 Peter died aged 56 years. He left nine children.

A. D. Carley inherited the 0ld homestead, 75 acres and worked an adjacent

100 acres. 1In 1875 he married Miss Dutcher of Innisfil. They had two children,

William B. and Francis A. 0.



LOT 8, CONCE3SION 6,

Maple Lane Farm, east-half of lot 8, concesion &, King Township was
purchased in October 1964 by the Hendersons whose farms adjoin Alfred
and Elizabeth Gillhams,
Elizabeth, an elementary shheel teacher in Xing Township was the only
child of Mr, and Mrs, Andrew McClure,
The Gillhams bought the farm in 1945 from Mrs, Jean Gillies, after her
hugband John died, Terms ¥ere cagh for 60 acres at $100,00 an acre;.
A bam was built in 1870 and another one was ralsed on July 7th, 1913,
A pilcture of the barn raising suvper tells the sterv, The house is of
frame construction, Water is pumped from ghallow wells,
The telephone was installed in 1913 and electricity in 1930,
At one time on this property there were two brickyards. When trees
were being cut into lumber, one tree measuring U4' across made 2100 feet, a
record for maple,
Mixed faming has been done and Alfred kept hees,
Taxes amounted to $204,00 inl960,
Mr, John Gilllies collected money and Indian souvenirs, and his wife
left a collection of 1750 pleces of china including an unique collection of
Jugs from 211 over the world which went te Ontarie Museum in Teronte at her

death,




THE MACMUR"HY HOMESTEAD
The red brick house still in good use in 1966, was built in 1859
by a Wo, Wella, HNorman relates that all the bullding material for thls house
cgme off the farm; the bricks were made in the field south of the barn and you
can see where the old lime kiln was near the read seuth of the orchard, Lumber
from timber on the fam was most likely sawed at Marsh's mill on Lot 7, Con. 5,

Norman MacMurchy - Elizﬁhaih.!nunllum
parents of =

Alexander MacMurchy - Agnes McCall um
parents of
1, Norman MacMurchy - FearlTWeale
2, 0Ouida MacMurchy - Albert Hill - Nobleton
3. Margaret HaﬁMurnhg - br, R,M,Lymburner - Hamilton.
Oulda and Margaret were both Public School teachers,

Mr,. Norman MacMurchy submitted this information for Laskay Tweedsmulr History Boeek,
1966,



Lot 9, Congession & - 1885-1961,

Lot 9, Cen, 6, King township, the sald east half 100 acres was granted by
the erown to Richard Machell in 1839 gnd in 1840 William or "Sguire® Wells as
he was better known, purchased the 100 acres from his father-in.law Richard
Machell, “Machell(s corners", now Aurora for 252 pounds or about $1100.00

It wag Mr, Well's ambition to start a town and he btullt a store at the read,
south of the laneway in 188l, Some years later he moved the store a few rods
nerth to the site it occupled until burned in 1922, On the northerly site the
store was endarged and quite a large house waa built at the back (pilcture else-
where in this book)

The store was at::mkud. with groceries, hardware, boots, shoes and about every-
thing needed in those ploneer days, There was also a dregsmgker snd millinery
shop, Norman MacMurchy still has an account beok dated 1846 from this store,

The farmers traded thelr produce for goods, ecgys by the dozen and butter
by the pound fer a York shilling or 121g¢, Cow hides, calf skins and wool were
also traded, One item a plow eold for four lbse,, two shillings., Whisgkey was
even sold at two shillings or ,50¢ a gallen,, and rumors were, there was a
barrell of whiskey in the store room with a tin cup hanging for customer's use,

Later when a Mr, Mowat operat ed the gtore he had a bakery. In the 1840'as
there were four other homes bullt along the front of let 8, One house ownédd by
Mary Howiltt contailned a small store, t his house later torn down by Alex, Mac-
Murchy,

Mr, Wells'! hopes of a town were shattered when the rallroad went through
King City in 1853 and he sold the farm to his eldest son, Wm, Wells, who kept
it til 1885, when Alexander MacMurchy purchased the farm for $§7,600,00

Al exander MacMurchy was the son of Norman and Elizabeth (McCallum) Mac-
Murchy of New Scotland lot 13, Concession 7, King township, The MacMurchy family
emigrated to Canada in 1840, The farm stayed in the MacMurchy name t&ll 1961,
when Alexander's son-Norman sold the farm to Stanley Kerr, who also owned Lot 8,
and son Douglag Kerr's family live in the old MacMurchy homestead.

Hral.ﬁlexarﬂur (A gnes) MacMurchy was the daughter of the late Peter
MeCallum who lived nearby at Lot 8 wesat half uf‘ Con. 5, and was an active
commanity church and Institute worker,

Mr, Alexander MacMurchy played a very prominent part in municipal 1life;
as a member of council first in 1903, later reeve for some years and the highest
award when chosen warden of York county in 1913, He played an active nart in
York county councll for eight years, After g short retirement he was again found
in the Reeves' chalr, and totalled 18 yesrs in lecal connecil life,



_LOT 9, Concession 6, 1785-1961, cont'd.

His eon Norman follewed in his father's footsteps and participated in

municipal office for thirteen years, Norman is a member of the Masonic Order,

Needless to say this agricultural fam was always kept ih operation, lNorman

and his wife Pearl Teale (Carleton Place) reserved a lot on the northeast

corner of the farm and bullt = modern red brick home about 19561-62 beside the

old Stone church, Besides the store and Norm=n's new house there still are

two houseeg on the gsoutheast corner of the farm.



STRANGE STORE AND POST OFFICE
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Robert Rutherford purchased Strange Store in 1895 from a Mr,
Brown.

Mr, Rutherford kept bees and sold the honey in his store, In
1922 the house and store were wiped out by fire, This bullding was re-
placed by a new house and a store, The store was confined to one room
in the new home,

8trange store closed in 1941,

There was also a Poat Office for many years and no doubt would

be closed about 1926 when Rural Mall Delivery came to Road maill boxes,
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Robert Rutherford and his model-T Ford Car taken 1916 in front of Preebyterian

Manse - Btrange,



WILLIAMSTOWN - STRANGE.

In 1840 William or Squire Wells purchased 100 acres, east half
of Lot 9 Con. 6 King, from his father-in-law, Richard Machell, who had
received the ecrown grant in 1839, It was Mr. Wells®' ambition to start a
town, 20 he built a store south of laneway in 1841 on the 6th concession
road. Some years later he moved the store a few rods north of the site
which it occupied until the store and house were burned in 1922,

In the 1840%'s four otherihouses were built, one of which
included another store which was short lived and torn down in 1880. Mr.
Wells® hopes of a town were shattered when the railroad went through
King City in 1853. Mr. Wells then took over the farm until 1885 when it was sold
to Alexander MacMurchy.

Robert Rutherford purchased the store in 1895 from a Mr.
Brown. Mr. Rutherford kept the store well stocked with groceries, hardware,
boots, etc. and in exchange hides, calfskins, wool, butter and eggs were
brought in. A% one timeyx whiskey sold at two shillings a gallon and a
tin cup hung on a barrel in the back of the store. A bakery existed one
time in the history of the store and the Rutherford daughters carried on a
Millinery and Dressmaking business in the home.

This town was first called Williamstown and changed to Strange
about 1879, named after Dr. Strange M.D. of Aurora Conservative Leader in
North York Riding. The first Post Office in King Township was called King
and Donald (Chief) McCallum was it's pnstmaster on Lnt 8, west half of
Concellion 5. Later the Post Office was at Strange Store and Post Masters
were Mowat, Gillies, Chandler, Brown and Rutherford.

Early records state that Francis Attridge established a
carriage making business in 1883. Buggies and wagons were made downstairs
and a paint shop was upstairs at the east half of Lot 6, Concession 6.

Sam Carson, besides being a rural mail carrier, also carried on the wheel-
wright business. His grandson was the late Jack Carson of Hollywood fame.

Brick yards have been reported on Lots 7,8 and 9 west dide of
the 6th Concession.

Daniel N*Brien established a blacksmith shop in 1854 at Lot 7,
west half Concession 5. ILater he and his eldest son, Joseph carried an

their business at the rcormer of Lot 5, Con. 6 until Joseph's retirement in

1935. Mr. Joe 0'Brien or Spurgeon, as nearly everyone called him, kept



WILLIAMSTOWN - STRANGE _e

posted on all the local news at the "0ld Forge".

Mrs. Joseph 0'Brien was the first Laskay Women®s Institute
President.

Malcolm MoMillan was the last reported Smithy to operate in
a log shop at Lot 10, west half of Concession 5,

Some local names for individual places in and arofind Strange
inclgded - Vinegar Hill, Velvet Hill, Egypt and Scripture Town.

Lot 7, east half of Concession 6, now known as Hawthorn Hills

Fapmrcan claim three notable people who have made their mark in the world.
Rev. Herbert Archibald first went out to India in 1913 and spent

twenty-seven years in missionary service in thet codntry. Mr. Archibald passed
on to greater service in 1966.

Dr. W. W. Baldwin, whn graduated in 1930's has been the lncal
practitioner in Brooklin, Ontario, since his graduation, and became the 80th
President of the Ontarin Medical Association in 1959-60.

Mrs. D. .C. Henderson, now residing on the Hawthorn Hills Farm,
has had a profound interest in Christian education and refugee work, atso a
very avid worker ofthe United Nations Association, Toronto and York Branches.

Mrs. Henderson, a world traveller, a scholar and teacher of a
Universal langusge -- "Esparanto™ is also an author of books, including

"Greater Glory" and "People Have Power”™.



PIONEER DAYS

One 0f the few farms on the 6th of King, still farmed by a
descendant of the pioneers, is Lot 15, Con. 6 farmed and owned by
Donald Gillies. He has the crown deed that his Grandfather received
whken he bought the farm in 1850.

The first owner of this land, Lawrie Gillies, was a Scotch
immigrant, who had saved enough money from herding cattle in Scotland,
te buy a passage to Canada. He started on foot to buy land to settle,
welking from Richmond Hill, to find the land, Lot 15, Con. 6.

He started clearing the bush land and lived alone here for
two years, then married Jane Craik, a native of Scotlend. They had
a hard, lonely life, as piloneers did, plenty of hard work and not
much money, but plenty of ambitiom.

The woods were full of wild animals and the supply of food
wes replenished by walking to Eichmond Hill and carrying the groceries
home in a pack on the back,

In 1895, the second son, Robert C. Gillies, married and took
over the task of clearing and farming this land, where he lived all
his life -~ 78 years. He died in 1933 and the farm was taken over

by his son, Donald.



Lot 16, rear Con. § - Gillham Homestead

Mr. George Gillham pioneered the 200 acre farm at Lot 16, Con.

5 (rear) and received the crown grant. The farm later became handed down
to Lewis (son), who lived 2ll but nine of his eighty-four years on the
homestead. Then his son, William, lived there for about seven years.
The Lewis Gillham family lived at an Eversley Farm for seven years, thence
retiring to Aurora two years before his death in 1956. Lewis was married
to Sarah Jane Ash nf Whitchurch Township and they celebrated their 50th
Wedding Anniveraary in 195k,

The following information was given by Wing Commander R. A.
Stubbs, who purchased 50 acres »f the Gillham farm in 1952 at $125.00 an
acre. The present cement house (40 X 30) was built in 1900 by Lew
Gillham. A barn (100 X 40) was built in 1926. There is a cement cistern
and a shallow well - stoned. Electricity was installed about 1949. A
summer kitchen was renovated with wooden siding in 1926. Ten acres to the
north were reforested in 1940 and 4 more acres in 1960. Present acreage -
36 acres in 1960. Taxes in 1950 - $52.00 -- in 1960 - $220200. Name of

farm - Wendy Ridge - well named for its location.



KNOLLWOOD FARM

"Knollwood Farm" was acquired and named by the Fraser Grant family in
1936, At times, it has included about 180 acres in the East Halves of Lots
16 and 17 in the Seventh Concession, a few acres in Lot 16 of the Sixth and
a stretech of the original Seventh Concession which was "detoured" many vears
ago to skirt the steel hill over the "watershed" between Lakes Ontario and
: Simecoe. The lands adjoined ".ielly Lake" and the "New Scotland Sidercad", =so
named from the school tuilt in 18 , between the East and West Halves of Lot 16.

The previous owners were several memters of the Douglas family, who
lived and farmed in the seventh concession. The @rants purchased the East
dalf of Lot-17, from Clifford Douglas in 1936 and the remainder, at different
times, from Frederick William Doouglas and his widow, formerly Rose May
Jarvis, At that time, the only buildinss were a two-story frame house and
a stone-and-frame barn on Lot 17, Puilt around the turn of the Certury. The
- wells of those times still serve the propertles and the "lew Scotland" School;
and, conspicuously visi*le throughout the valleys across to Bolton and the
Alvion Hdills, are the "Hilliard Pines".

Before the Douglas family - zand éuring their earlier tenancies, was
an owner of Lot 16, Domald Bowie, by name - who surprisinly disappeared from
those parts for a ,uarter-century, - who cased his rent cheques, uitimtely
mailed in a Deed to Frederick Douglas, and never returned. About that time
Mr. Douglas bought the West half of Lot 17 from his wife's (Jarvis) family.
Meanwhile, early in this cemtury, East-Seventeen was acquired by cne Joseph
Parker , a master carriage bhuilder of Oshawa, who turned to farming because
he couldn't believe in the future of the antomobile.

In the *thirties, the Grants renovated and enlarged the farm-house
and barn and built the steel (Featty-Prothers) ridins-statle, riding-arena,
and implement shed in Lot 17, now (1953) owned ty lir. Laurence J. McGuiness.
The buildirgs were erected ty the "Saints". -those then famous brothers,

Art and Len Saint. A s a sample of those remarkable master-crafismen of
 King Township,- on Monday they started the excavation for a 1l0-feet long
four-level Council standar steel jmplement-shed, finished it Friday with time
to build a complete new roof on the farm-house and moved their egunipment in
time to start a new job across the Township on Momizy morrirg. These ﬁre

glants in the land in those days!



KHNOLLWOOD FiRM -

During the years 1936 to 1953, Lot 17 was used for (a) mixed farming,
ineluding various cropss ané riding-trails (b) raising, pasturing and trair-
ing saddle-horses and ponies, and for bhreeding and pasturing sheep, ané for
poultry. The "Enollwood" part of Lot 16 was - -nd still is - used for the
family(s living cahbins, garage, swimming pool, and in the Basterly part, for
the home of the farm-manager, and a composite steel barn housing ‘ox-stalls,
tack-room, garage and storage. Latterly the "ponds" hy the side-road have
*been cleaned, enlarged, graded and seeded. Telephone and electiic wires
have teen put underground. And throughout hoth lots many thousands of trees
were nlanted, - most of them now f£i11 grown - for soil-comservation and for
beautifying the landscape. In 1953, Lot 17, ineluding all of the riding-
stables, stc., was so0ld to lr. HeGuinness, who now mintains it for his new
residence and his farm,

Lands and buildings of Kins Township would *e dull statistics without
the "Stories" of its people. For instance, no sketech of these parts should
omit "The EKedlys", that amazingly duratle father-and-son team,- Archibzld,Sr.
and Jr., - who mmed "Kelly Lake", lived by it from the Grant by te Crown
until 1935. They almost spanned three centuries and left only one regis-
tration on the title, - the will from father to son., <lheir housekeeper,
Margaret Mitchell, survived briefly to eighty-eight. The Kellys told the
Douglases that they had to dear some of the hills for farming because so
mach of the valley was cowered by small lakes and streams. A nti-Conserva-
tionists take noticel

Another stalwart chara cter and next door neighbtour of "Knollwood" was
Mark Gillham, who worked serveral farms as a widower in his eighties. BHe
fell and "roke a hip in his stable yaréd in sub-zero temperature, was Ifound
the next day living on frozen eggs, threw off frost *ite and pneumonia and was
preparing to go home, when hBe died of a heart attack.

"kpollwood" Farm throughout its twentysfive vears and through three
generations has bteen gulded and "cared-for" by its two hathelor "originals",-
Clifford Douglas and Vietor Cull of the 5th Concession, Newr Kinghorn. Clifford
Douglas died in 1965,

This information was prepared and given to us February 10, 1961 by
Mr, W.G.Braser Grant, 9 Highland ~ve. Toronto 1,., In his letter he mentions
that his wife's Father, was *orn in Lloydtown (The don. H.C.Schofield) where
his Father was a practicing physician and surgeon. He died (Dr. Schofield)

as a young man gnd his fa.ily moved to Toronto.



The Marghagll re-unien at Duncan Mclurchy's en July 1, 1914, at

which sll were present except Will MacCallum,.

ik
ot
5
b

ding at back; left
Colin Campbell holding Ruth (Mrs,Tankard), Mary McMurchy (Marwnod],
Aubrey M=rchall, Mre. Albert Marshell(denny), Albert Marshall,
Frank Mershall, Mrs, Frenk Mershall (Flerence), Duncan McMurchy,
Mrs. Art Marshall (Elizabeth), Art Marshall,

Seated; (lLeft te right)

¥Mre, Celin Campbell (E 1la), helding Marshall Campbell, Mrs, Neil
¥agcCallum (Loulse) helding Irene (Mre, Geo, Boc:me) and Kenneth,
Edward Marshall, Mrs, Ed, Marshasll (Margaret Carson), Mre,Duncen
MeMurehy (Annle)

Front Row:

Reymend Marghall, Msrgaret MacCzilum, Marjlorie Mclurchy, Evelyn
MacCallum (Mrs, Ken Jenes) Alleen Marshall (Mrs.Jack McDenald)
Marshall McMurchy

Abgent:; Will Mac Callum,
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E HOUSE

I slpped Chlnese tea and ate little cakes as I looked acrosgs miles of
green woodland when recently I had the opportunity of wvielting with Blalr
Acton Burroughs, probgbly the only woman in Canada who hae buillt her own
house, not from bricke, cement or lumber, but constructed of earth from
her own property. T his unique procees 18 called 'pige de terre] which
meansg earth rammed between forma until it 1a hard as stone and rings like
a bell,

Migs Burrows had lived in the ecity for a number of years, when a
friend told her about a farm for ssle near King., Bhe had not wanted as
large a plece of land, but 'just a 1ittle plot of land somewhere in this
wide Dominion', On a snowy day she came up to look at it, Boon after, the
50-acre property became hers, I% 1s located on the sixth' concession, north
of the King sideroad, The problem now srogse about constructing a house both
durable and economicel,

Examples of earth dwellings had been examined in Normandy and Spain,
where Hannibgl's walle 8till stand also houses in the Valley of Rhone which
are 600 to 900 yeare old, Miss Burrows found another advantage of the plse
de terre construction is its wermth, It prevents sbsorption of heat in
sumner and cold in winter, It 1s much dryer and warmer, and on gccount of
dry earth absorblng molsture, conditions its roomes, which other bullding
materials do not do, After consulting many books on the subject, she
decided to bulld her own house,

Miss Burrows, a carpenter and two toys, set to work in June 1937,
All were gkeptical but determined, Many vicissitudes interrupted work, such
a8 the carpenter being called on Jury duty which lasted five weeks, but the
maln room was completed by the time snow fell, Thls was essentisl as work
must be done in dry weather with dry earth,

The fireplace and chimney went up first, along with the foundation,
both made of stone from the property, Then forms were set up for the earth,
When thaa; were taken down, Miss Burrowe went along the wall poking earth into
the holes left by the bolts., The walls are twenty inchee thick., Trim is
wood from the property and the beameg in the living room are B.C, fir, Wwsalls
were whitewashed according to a government recipe, using skim milk and shutte
ers were painted a French blue, Trim was civen two applications of used
crankcgse oll, coloured with a 1little lampblack and yellow ochre, creating
a deep, rich brown colour, At first the roof was thatched, but when Miss

Burrows tock up permanent residence, she h-d the roof shingled in pale grey,

The surprise came when I remarked on the beautiful setting of



THE MUD HOUSE Cont'd,

the house among fir trees and how it fitted in so well with the landscape,

Miss Burrows told me that it had been a bare hill and all the trees and
shrubs had been planted, During the war, she had grown potatoes at the
bottom of the hill, but since the new road went through, she had let the
underbrush grow up so the view wouldn't be marred by the sight of cars
racilng along the road, However, the old road remains, curving in front of
her house, banked on each side by ellver birch and dense foliage, Thils was,
at one time, the road Governor Simcoe used to travel from Teronte to the
north, as ie explsined in the book 'French Regime in Canada',

Main advantage in bullding one's own home," saild Miss Burroughs,
"i1s the psychologlcal satlsfaction of using materigls from your own land
and actually putting up walls and trim yourself, Then you know exasctly
what goea into the house and as you 81t back in front of a blazing fire in
the stone fireplace, you can remember the stages of bullding with its Joy,
gorrows and setbacks and then, the final Jjoy of completlion,

After the completion of her home, Miss Burrows wrote a booklet for
the Department of Lands and Forests called "Pise de Terre, Rammed Earth
Construction®, which made 18 possible for anyone interested in bullding a
home of this type of house to have advantage of her experlence, Many
houses in South Dakota have been bullt in this manner becsuse natural
regources gre plentiful,

Ae I left the cool interior of the house and ventured in the heat
of the afternnon, a breeze blew the delicate fragrance of fir and pine which
mingled with the smell of mint as I walked across the plants creeping in pro-
fusion over the stone walk, I turned again to wave geodbye and again viewed
the white house, get 1n lovely green treea, with curving stone walks and
rustic fTences, living agein se I drove away, my interesting afternoon with

a charming person,

(This article was written by Beverly Smith for one of the local papere),



“FOREWORD"

I am so glad to hear that the Women’s Institutes of
Ontario are going to compile village history books. Events
move very fast nowadays; houses are pulled down, new
roads are made, and the aspect of the countryside
changes completely sometimes in a short time.

It is a most useful and satisf}ring task for Women’s

Institute members to see that nothing valuable is lost
or forgotten, and women should be on the alert always
to guard the traditions of their homes, and to see that
water colour sketches and prints, poems and prose
legends should find their way into these books. The
oldest people in the village will tell us fascinating stories
of what they remember, which the younger members
can write down, thus making a bridge between them and
events which happened before they were born. After
all, it is the history of humanity which is continually
interesting to us, and your village histories will be the
basis of accurate facts much valued by historians of the
future. I am proud to think that you have called them
“The Tweedsmuir Village Histories™.

—Written by L&ld}’ Tweedsmuir.




Lord and Lady Tweedsmuir



"MRS, ADELAIDE HOQDLESS™

Founder of the first Women's Institute in the World
at Stoney Creek, Ontario, February 19th, 1897,

Mrs. Hoodless was born on a farm near St. George,
Ontario in 1657 where a cairn was erected to her
memory by the Women's Institutes of Brant County.

Her love and sympathy were for the rural people; to
whom she dedicated her life; to help them raise the
standard of homemaking to the highest possible level,



MUSINGS AT MEMORY'S GATE.

Gentle Reader, joys await you,

When you turn these pages o'er.
Mem'ries rich and mem'ries varied,
Lie beyond its golden door,

There we see the lowvely valley
Hestling mid the rolling hills,

And the feathered songsters please us,
With their carefree tuneful trills.
Winding through the verdant hollow
The Humber lazily strays;

Dreaming in its restless momemts

0f its busy yesterdays.

4 mill once stood upon its bank-

The water gave i1 powar;

And men, now gone beyond our sight
Spent many a busy houar.

The past brings back some names to mind
And well-loved faces too;

They lived their little share of life,
E'en as you and I must do,

Did thee know their way of living
Would be seen "yon Hist'ry's door?
And that those who never knew them
Would recall those days of yore%

The "Past"™ is there for us to see;

We see it in the "Present"-

Though part a tinge of sadness wears,
The greater part is pleasant,
Standing thus at Mem'rys Gataway-
Having strolled down Hist'ry's path,
Here's a thought that Hist'ry leaves us-
We live our own epitaph,

The "Present" we are living now,
Makes the "Future" some fine day;

Should folk then, find us their sumbjects,

Give them something nice to 8aY,

(Rev, )Martin Jenkinson
Eing City - Ontario
March 18th-1953,
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GEOGRAPHY AND TOPOGRAPHY

S1TUATIOR
: Laskay 4is on the sixth oongessjion, one-hslf mile zbove

Vanghan Township line; in the Township of King, County of York,
| At the pres ent time(1949) twenty-five homes, the United Church
General Store, and Women's Institute Hall oomprise the hamlet,

The oonntry-side, is hilly end rolling; one source of the Humber
Biver flows throngh our valley., Woods are plentiful, and nearly sll

roads are bordered by rows of besutiful trees, The lands are genearlly
elay, and oley loam, with 8ilt in the valley,

CLIMATE
"~ The mean annual temperature is 45 degrees F, The average daily
maximum in July is 80 degrees;minimum 56 hgﬂar; F. Average daily
maximom in February 25 degrees and minimum 7 degrees F,
Normal snnusl preoipitation is 28,94 inches, with altoatl) total
average snowfall of four feet,

The sitnation, woods, and olimate, were very favourable to early settlers,
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PORTIETH ANNTVERSARY

“Chould Auld Acquaintance be Forgot and Never Brought to Mind”
YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE

FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY

OF THE

Laskay Branch of the Women's Institute
TO BE HELD IN THE LASKAY W. I HALL

Friday, June 25th, 1948, at 2.30

- MRS. W. FINCH,
MRS. E.BATH, King RR. 2. V.

Secretaty |
On June 25th The Laskay fomen's Institute Branch celebrated the
40th anniversary of their organization in Laskay Hall., Fresent and

former members of the Branoh &nd guestes numbered 70, lnoluding several
young children who regularly attend meetings.

Aw chairman,6 Mrs, Whatley Finoh reve#ived the gathering, warmly
pointing out the common interest of all women interested in W.I. work
and the larger field of world intereat the organizstion embodies,

From records carefully preserved the minutes of the organisation
meeting held July 2nd, 1908 were reasd by seoretasry Mrs, Effie Bath, The
original enrolment of 25 members was called, seven of whom were present,
Seventeen charter members sre now living, and the first seoretary
treasurer, Mrs., George Atkinson, Schomberg and Mrs, W, Boys, vice-pres,

in 1908 attended,

Present membership is well onto 46 of whom all but three
reaponded to the roll oall,

The branch was organized by & Mrs, Killer and ascoording to Mrs,
Wiilliam Boys, & ocharter memb8r, who later om in the afternoon enlarged
on its formation, Laskay and Nobleton had orgsnized as one group in
February 1908, While this plan proved co-operatively successful winter
weather with bad roads and long distance travel by horses and sleighs
bampered sttendance at meetings which were alternzted monthly st
Fobleton and Leskay. Separstion of the gromps geve rise to more rapid
development &nd convenience to the branch,



FORTIETH ANEIVERS!RY Cont'd,

As gueat speaker, Miss Grace Hamilton, W.I, department, brought
greetings from Mise Anna P, Lewis, Ontario direotor for Women's Tmnstitute
who was unable to be present. Referring to & quotation that 40 years
is the youth of old =ge, which only comea when there is lack 0of enthus-
iesm in life, Miss Hamilton paid tribute to those who had piomeered the
looal brench, challenging the present group to press forwsrd to grezter
sohievement and wider interests. There is no lack of incentive for the
wom'n of to-day whose communi¢ies bear the mark of their influence,
beosunse they have lived inm it and for it, she implied, stressing the
need of orgenizations made up of persons who have interests sand desires
88 well as faots and understanding to make wise choices in matters
effeoting the gronp or commuonity, To-day there is =3 strong tendency
t0 resist change as in years &go, Adherence to practioces and customs
not in keeping with ourrent progress tends to retard growth and
ultimste loss to any groups, Miss Hemilton believea,

She asdvised ideals for the brangh and tmmgk though like the
sters whioh we never actually reasch they urge and igspire the higher
motive without whioh, nobility is worse than loat, Let your new
membera put their ideas into presotice, make use of the dept, Bervices
£nd incopporate panel discussion in meetings,.

An unexpeoted plessure was found in the presence of Mrs, J.
F.Franklin, a visitor from Windsor, Englsand, who accompanied Miss
Hemilton. She extended greetings from her W,I. brench of 0ld Windsor
and proandly displayed the pins she wore, that xk of the British W.I.
end the Canadiesn W.,1. She was agreeably surprised to learn Women's
Inatitutes hed originated in Ontario snd from the Laskay president
she was asked to narfy home to Zngland sincere greetings =nd fellow-
ship from the Leskay Branch, Mrs, Findlay, & delightful friendly
person brought and passed round a némpln gake, the Silver wedding
gake of the Hing and Queen,

During this seotion of the programme voosl numbers were
given by Hisa Helen Hunter and a xaxkx vooal duet by Mrs. Fred Boys
and Mrs, Bath, with piano aunump;nimanta by Miss Marjorie MoMurohy,



| Head Table - Mrs, A, Hill - Mrs, J. MoCallum - Mrs, Boys _f- Mrs, Ajkinson,
Ers. A,MoMurchy - speaker - Miss Hamilton




FORTIETH ANNIVERSARY Cont'd,

The strawberry supper was served on the spacious lawn of Mrs,
Marvin Hunter, adjacent to the Hall, Among those sented at the head-
table were Mrs, Pinch, Mrs.Aftkinson, Mrs, W.Boys, Mrs. A. MaoMurchy,
Mrs, James MoCallum, Mrs., John Gillies and Mrs, Earnest Glasg, sll

charter members.

Others were Mrs. R.H.Corner, district president, Miss Hamilton
gnd Mrs, Findlay, Froposal of the tosst to the King was followed
by a toast to the W.I. at large, proposed by the president, replied
by Mrs. Boys., From the distriot Mrs. Corner brought greetings of
the branches, Mrs. Atkinson offered her continued best wishes and
Mrs, MacMurchy wio cut the birthday oske adorned with 40 candles and
the blue and gold colors of the branch expressed the hope that years
of sugoess lie shead for Laskay W.l. "i#e, Lthe older generstion, throw
to you the torch, be 1t yours to hold it high", said Mrs. MacMurchy,
Beside other charter members mentioned who were present for

the event was Miss Winnifred Boys,

"The Children's table at 40th Anni versary.

" The 40th Anniversary Cake",




LASEAY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE MEETING
held at
Laskay United Charch
Summer - 1913,

Bach row - laft to right.

¥rs.Geo., Teasdale - Mrs. M, Allan - Mrs, Len Glass - Mrs, John Gillies
Mrs, John Gray.

Second row.

Edi th Teasdale, baby Irene Gillies, Merle Hamilton, Winnie Boys,

Wilbhena Walkington, sertha Ireland, Fearl Smeltzer, Barbara Ireland,
Irene Rutherford, Mrs, Jas, McCallum, Margaret McCallum, Merelda Campbell,
Vera Gillies, Hazel Rutherford, Mre, John Boys, Octavia McCallom

Third row,

Vera Patbon, Mary Walkington, Lizzie Ireland ( Launra Rose Stephens is one
of the next four ladies), Mrs, A. MacMarchy, Krs. John Watson,

Fourth row,
Winnie Watson, Mrs, ¥. Marshall, Eate Ross, Mrs, Wm.Boys, Mrs, H.,Hamilton,

Susie Finch, Agnes Allan, Mrs, A.Marshall, Mrs, Thos, Smeltzer, Bessie Wylie,
Mrs, C.Campbell, Mrs, R. G. Gillies,



SEWING CLASS - LASKAY W,I,

Back from left, Front Row,

Mra, John Bowen Dorothy Bowen
Joyce Porter Pauline Campbell
Mre, John Glllies Pauline Campbell
Mary Teasdale Gertie Patton
Mrs, Wm, Boys Mrs, A, Marshall
Mearl Hamilton Mrs, T, Bmeltzer

Mrs, dohn Watson
Vera Gillies



60th ANNIVERSARY OF INSTITUTES,
Cn February, 12, 1957, at our regular meeting held at Laskay Institute

Hall, we, like other Instit utes all across Canada celebrated the 60th
Birthday of the Founding of Institute work, started at Stoney Creek, Ont,,
on February 19th, 1897 by the founder, Adelaide Hocdlesa,

Migs Vera Hunter gave a very full and descriptive outline of the
founding and growth of Women's Inastitute work, and thelr atms and
purpoee, and the establishment of Home Economice Bervices,

At a social half hour after the meeting, a beautiful Birthday Cake

wHs the highlight and is always a pleasant memory, The ceke was decor-
gted in Institute colore with Institute Crest, candles, etec,

The influence of the Women's Institute has been felt throughtout this
community., We can never git back and rest on the laurels of our
Mothere and Grandmotiers; but having started life with such advantszges
we mnmust advance a little farther, to glve the world more in the way

of useful service, Since we are but stewards in this vineyard, let us
bulld a solid foundation for the coming generations so that the world
may oe & little better place because we have pagsed thie way,

Laekay Women's Institute ig the gecond oldest Branch in Eing Township,

organiged in 1908,

Bl ikt T pep——

This picture was taken in September, 1956,
vhen theee three members of Lagkay Women's
Institute were honored with certificates of
Life Members and Life Member Pins,
The occasion held at our regular meeting
in the Hall which was Mrs, G,D, Paton's
82nd birthday,
Left to right -

Mre, L.J. (lassg,

Mrs, G.D, Paten,

¥ra, P, Forester,




HISTORY OF INSTITUTE HALL

Senator David Reesor of Markham owned part of Lot 4 on concession 6,
on the East side., This was surveyed by George McFPhillips, the plan being
registered in North York Registry Office, ( A4 photograph of the map is shown,)

Senator Reesor donated land, one-fifth - acpe, lot 20, upon which
to bnild a Temperance Hall, The Sons of Temperance formed a divison, Ho,220,
and erected a hall, which was opened abont New Years, 1859, The Hall was not
fully completed when the division became dormant., It was subsequently re-
organi zed about 1888 and flourished under the ensrgetic work of some of the
members,

About the time local option came into foree, the division was
disbanded and the Hall turned over to the Laskay Branch of the Women's
Institute, According to assessment Roll at township office, kobleton,
the Hall was nnder the name of Thomas surgess, Worthy Patriarch from the
year 1850, and was exempt from taxes while a Temperance Hall.

The first mention of the Temperance Hall in the institute
pwinnte Books was in Qctober, 1914, In 1914 a Committee was appointed by
the Institate, consisting of Mrs, John Watson, Mrs, Wm, Boys and Miss
Mary Teasdale, who were to see what was needed and report, Concerts were
held during the year to raise money for repairs,

1915 - In April of this year back taxes were paid, a sum of $4,37, then
in December $1l.11l. 1n December shingles were purchased - $19,52,

1915-16 - In this term 363,43 was raised for hall benefit., 1in June 1916
a board of trustees was elected, namely, Mrs, A, MeMurehy, Mrs, Wm,
Boys - Mrs, W. Monkman,

1917 - Cups and sancers were bought, plans were made to paint the Hall
and varnish the wood work., A shed at the back of the Hall was
anctioned off for $16.,20 to Mel, licCallum,

1917-18 - Hall Receipts, ndi tures,
Eunuari,aafa of shed es - « 3D
Box social, $59.76 glass-taxes
prev, balance 93D, 27 rlaster nails,
$9D. 0 express & work g&ﬁ.?a
&

1925-26 - AS near as we can determige this is when the hsll was jacked up
and sills paut in., A piano was also bought,
1989 - in July a chimney was bunilt hall painted, Geo, Williams bnilt the
chi mney,
Three coats of paint were put on hall, windows puttied and painted,
¥r, Geo, Patton was paid $186,00
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HISTORY OF INSTLTUTE HALL CONT'D.

1930 - In July-September, the wiring of the Hall was completed., In January
the hall cupboards were bnilt, eupse and sancers bought.

1933 = Hardwood floor laid - platform 1.

1935 - Hardwood floor 1laid - main floor. Duncan Ross paid $150,00

1936=-37 - A piano was bought for $75.00 - tuning 34,00,

Spoons costing 31,80 - $ables §21.00

1937-28 = Tables amounting to $24.00 were bousht,

19%9-40 - Chairs costing $100,83 were purchased

1941 - School was held in Hall for three months,

1945 - About this time the Hall was veglnning to show the need of repairs
and re-peinting, It was felt in this day and age that the Insti tute

" members should make mare of ownership of the Hall and Property before
spending too much monay on it, the Hall having been handed over by
word of mounth, A committee was named, and a lawyer was consalted,

It was found that a clavse in the deed would not permit it being
traneferred, A great deal of time elapsed during investigation and
we were advised to not pay the taxes for three years, and the
property would be put up for tax sale, It sure was a great relief
in December 1953 when the delegation learned at isobleton Hall that
there were no bids against us, much to the credit of Towhship Clerk,
Mr. Harold Rose,

1954 - Plans were made to go ahead, repair and paint the hall. Some new
window 8ills, new floor and sill in lobby, new sidewalks to Horth
and east doors, insulated ceiling, new insnl brick siding, new rood,
windows paned and puttied, woodwork inside all painted,

The money was raised since 1945, by bazaars strawberry and oyster
sappers, collections and eanchres,

1954.50 - Material and Labour for Laskay hall,

Shingles, tarpaper, valley iron and nails, $238,287
Stone siding, insulation paper - 35 panes gzlass-putty, EEg:g%
Paint - $29,00-Aubreg Campbell painting gg:gg
Construetion & Labour 302, 27

~ $893,79

1956 - On February 10th ,1955 the secretary received the tax deed
in the mail and has since had it registered and banked,



LASKAY HALL
Thig is a photo of a page in the ledger book of Joseph Baldwin,
Dated 1840 to 1864, and showing at the top of the page, that on
Nov.24, 18556, the lumber so0ld for the building of Temperance Hall,
later known as Laskay Hall,

This book is noWw owned by Pearson Smeltzer,
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Newmarket, Ont.

June 12, 1928,

Mrs. Sandy WMacMurchy,
Strange, nt.
Dear Mrs. MeMurchy:-

Yours of the 5th just reached me to-day as I have been away
for nearly a week attending the Toronto Conference of the United
Church of Canada, and in the accecumulated mail on my return to fthe
office to-day T found your letfer.

As you know I would be only too pleased to give you any
information pnssible with reference to the old Temperance Hall
at T.askay, and would just state from memnry, as I have no other
record, some incidents in connection with its early history.

A "Sons of Temperance Lodge"™ was established in that Hall about
the year 1870, of which I was one of the charter members. The

building itself as I recollect it apparently had been empty and
not used for some time, as it was only a shell, not even being

lathed and plastered.

The members of the division began to see what coflld be done
to put the Hall in some proper shape. As you can readily under-
stand we had no money in those days, but what we did was, a number
of the young men met at the Hall in the evening and put the laths
on to save expense. We then got a man to plaster it for which we
had to pay. There was other fixings that required to be done and
going as far as we felt our finances would permit we found we had
established a little debt, so a few of the members decided to
advance the money for the annual fees for several years ahead
and it was pretty hard {to get the money to do it, the most of it,
and pay our debts and our money was placed at our credit on our
dues account. At that time men only were allowed under the
constitution of the "Song of Temperance" to become members of

the Lodge.

The Lodge prospered during this next few years and the building
being improved some not only with an advantage to the Lodge meetings

but also became a meeting place fgior other gatherings.



Mra. Stanley McMurchy - -

About this time the L.odge established an annual tea-party
which was held on New Years! night. This, for a number of years
was an event in all that section of country, the hall being
crowded on every occasinmm, and from which funds were received to
help in various improvements. An organ was bought and put in,
and then the constitution of the Order was changed permitting the
ladies to attend, and become members. As you can easily understand
how this brightened up for all of us our evening gatherings, and
T have reason to helieve that ns 2 result of this change in the
constitution of the Nrder, many happy marriages took place in that
neighborhood.

In the passing vears the ball got entirely too small for our
annual gathering, and also for many other gatherings that were
held, for the convenience of the commmity. After much deliberation
and a great deal of thought as to how it would ever be paid for,
it was finally decided to build a large addition, to the west of
the building. This cost, for those days, quite a sum of money,
but it was successfully completed and the building in its new form
became of greater wvalue for meetings of various kinds.

Then after many years the Lodge discontinued, and somewhere
about this time, owing to the loss by fire of our business at
Kinghorn, we removed to Newmarket, and from that time on you
will be more familiar with what uses were made of the hall
until the time the ladies of the neighborhood took charge of the
situation and made many improvements, the result of which surprised
me when, acceptinglan invitation to be present at the re-opening
after 211 thesze improvements were completed, and I epan assure you
it gave me a great deal of pleasure to see the old hall renovated
and put into such a splendid condition for the use of community
gatherings, many of them under the direction of the ladies of the
neighborhood, and it is to Bk hoped it will long fill that very

useful place in Laskay and surrodénding country.



Mrs. Sandy MeMurchy = F

I can assure you as I look back to those early years of that
Temperance Lodge, there were guilite a few young men at that date
who have owed a great deal during their future lives as a result of
debates and other kinds of entertainment which gave them an oppor-
tunity to learn to express themselves on questions of interest
to the public and on the public platform in the years that
followed,
J You may pick something out of this which will be of interest
and allow me to wish the Women's Institute of York County & most

successful and profitable meeting on Thursday next June 14th.

With very kind versonal regards, and best wishes, I remain
EJD/FE Yours sincerely,

E. J. Davis (Signed).



WOMEN 'S INSTITUTE HISTORY
1897-1949

The first women's Institute was organized =t Btoney Creek, Ontarlo,

in 1897, the founder of the movement, Mrs, Adelside Hoodless born in
1857 2lose t5 8t, George, Ontaric, =nd moving to Stoney Creek on her
marrisge,

When Adelalde Hoodless on the death of her child, realized the
inadequacy 1in knowing how to care and feed her haby, the thought
came to her, if agricultural colleges taught men how to care and feed
their animals for better health and growth, was it not more important
that women be given training 1in t@e care of thelr children snd homeas,

As a result of this thinking, the first Women's Institute meeting was
held =t Stoney Creek on February 19th, 1897,

A request was sent to the Minister of Agriculture asgkliig for support
and aeslgtance, this support wes gladly given; at firast in forme of
granta and later, government lecturers were appointed to spezk to
Women's Institutes and to help in their organization. Down through the
vears this aselstance hes inereased and as the Institute ha& grown in
numbers and responsibility, eo also have the services from the Department
cf Agriculture incressed and improved; and now provides an Extension
gervice in Home Economice for all rural women and girls.

At the beginning the Superintendent of Farmer's Institutes acted
as Buperintendent of W,1's,, and in 1899 under the Farmer's superintendent
Misgs Lzura Rose wazs appointed first govermment lecturer and organlizer of
Women's Institute, More etaff were added and mcre Institutes grew into
being. In 1902 a whole day was planned for the women 2t the Session of
Experimental Union at Guelph, thus the first W,I, Convention came into
being,

The next year 1903, the Women's meetines were held in the then new
MacDonald Institute Hall,O,A.C., Guelph and 116 women from 53 Institutes
gathered.,

By 1914 the numbers had so incressed that 1t was consideréd wise to
divide the provinee into three conventlon areas, London, Toronte and Ottawa.
With three conventions a certain loss in Provincizl Tnity was the natural
result, hence in 1914 g Provincial Advisory committee was appointed. By
191€ there were 17 representatives elected, ore for each of the 17 sub-
divisions 1n the Province, As an outgrowth of this advisory committee our

firet Provineial hoard was formed and the F W.I.0.(Federeted Women's Instit-



WOMEN'S INSTITUTE HISTORY (Cont'd)

ute of Ontario), came into heing by formal resolution, February 7th, 1919,
Later in the gseme month the F.W.,I, of Canrada was organized, By 1933, there
were 13 conventions aress,

By 1910 there wss a desire for teachers trained as speclallste and
qualified to demonstrate the srts of foods and cookery, clothing and other
Home Economic toples. By 19212-13 educational short courses were teken
right into the rural communities for the henefit of those who could not
leave their home, Home nureing training was beneficlal, too,

In the fall of 1934 g new forward step wes taken when Miss Bess Mc-

Eannnmist became Buperintendent of W,I, and

Dermald, a qualifled Home
ever since that time 2 University Graduate in this field has held Home
Economics position, In post war years the programme hss been revived
and broadened to include greater veriety in Home ecrafte, home furnilshinge
and Peychology for the Homemaker,

Methodas have changed, objectivea outlined at the time of inception
of Instltutes can be met more adequately now than in 1897 but the basic
2ims are the same, The aims a8 gset forth todey are--

l, To help women acduire sound and spproved practices for greater home
efficliencey,

2, To discover, stimulate and train leaders,

3¢ To develop a more abundant life in our rursl communitlies and a deeper
appreclation of the things near at hand,

4, To develop better, happler and more useful citizens.

In 1946, the title was changed t¢ Womens Institute Branch and Home
Economlcs servive, and the title of Buperintendent wae changed to that
of direztor,

The Provincial Board Directors of the FW.1.0, elected by W.I, members,
meet twice a year to outline the policy of the 0.W.I.

The Bosrd Directors elect the Provinclal President, hence the
Provineclal President 1s the elected head of F.W.I.C,

The Director, Women's Inatitute Branch and Home Econcmlc Service 1is

g member of the Provinelal Board, acts as advisor and Councellor to the

FuW.I.04 and it'e board of directors and as liason between the F.W.I.CO.,

and the Department of Agriculture,
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The purpose of the Provincial Board ¢f the F,W,I,0, i#

l. To co-ordinate the work of the W.I,'e of Cntario,

2, To unite the province and provide official representation in the
F.W.I.C of Canaﬂé, the sssociated country women of the world and
other orgsni,ations,

3, To express the views of the local inetitutes on all matters of
Provincial or national impertence within the scope of W,I. work
and responsiblility,

k, To Co-operate with the Ontario Dept, of Agriculture %c improve
educational, social and economic conditicons in the prevince,
This editorial comment wazs written by a former director, Miss
Anna P, Lewls and printed in the "Winter, 1949", issue of Home
and Country magazine, published quarterly and distributed through

the secretzaries of Women Institutes to the Inetitute members.

OUR _OPENING OBE

A goodly thing 1t is to meet

In friendship's circle brignt,

Where nothing stains the pleasure sweet
Or dims the radiant lipght,

No unkind werd our lips shall pass,

No envy sour the mind,

Bui each shall seek the common weal,
The geod of all mankind,




Baming of TASKAY

There are various stories as to the naming of Laskay,

Lagkay was given this official name by Joseph Baldwin, who oRlled it
after his native "Loskey™ in Yorkshire ﬂnglan&.
But Laskay is sometimes oslled Bulltown, loosally,
One ﬁtnry' has it, that years agn, a British Army pensioneer , by the
name of Cook, lived here, He tried maﬁy ways to make a livinggfinelly
bought a bunll, killed, draﬁaeﬂ, and peddled the meat, "Bullmeet became
the talk of the township, and Laskey was nioknamed "Bulltown,"

Another versiomof the origin of "Bulltowm"™ oleims thet at the Annual
Fall Fair, a hnil on exhibition, broke loose and charged the growd,
The réunlting gonsternation, and panioc csused our viliage to bear this

nnoomplimentary nickname for over helf a century,



HISTORY OF INSTITUTE 2

The community of Laskasy was first organized with Nobleton; ﬁrs. Campbell of
Nobleton acted as president and Mrs. Snider of Nobleton as secretary. The
first meeting was at Nobleton.

The second meeting was held 8t the home of Mrs. W.Boys; Mrs. Snider and
Mrs. Campbell of Nobleton being present, At this meeting (in June) it was

decided to organize a separate branch as it wes impossible to go so far.

S0ME CHARTER MEMBERS

Mrs. Alex McMurchy - charter member

/[ FHE

Mres: Thos. Smeltzer

These three members remsined with

Lasksy Institute till their desth.




PICTURES OF INSTITUTE

Mre., D. McMurchy - Mrs. C. K088 - o, i€8cuale = RO86 Lgau=
vennie Orr - J. M=o0Callum - D, MeYurchy - Mrs, Port -

Mrs, A, Marshall - M, Campbell - M, Ireland = Mrs. N, Bryson-
Mrs, R. Folliott - Norman MoMurchy - Mrs, Smeltzer - Mrs, H.

Folliott - Florence Walkington,



FICTuHm U: luotl]l UTs sisaBELS

Yy Ls8dasdale



LASKAY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE

are celebrating their

50th Anniversary

in Laskay Institute Hall

on Tuesday, July 8, 1958, at 8 p.m.

and have much pleasure in extending an invitation to you
to join with them on this occasion

MRS. CHARLES HATELY, Pres

E RSV.P. MRS, CLYDE CAIRNS, Sec. ﬁ

50th Anniversary

Tuesday evening, July 8, 1958, wlll be remembered as a memorable occaslon
for those who attended the 50th Anniversary of Lasgkay W.I. Branch, The weather
was perfect, the Institute Hgll, 100 yearse old, never looked better in all it's
finery of decoratlonsg and begutiful dlsplay of flowers, mostly from local
gardens, The hall wae fllled to capacity, 185 people registering, The thlirteen
Branch Institutes of York Centre District were invifed, as well as Maple and
Vellore Branches to the south of us, Pasgt members returned and local visgltors
were present, One past member came from Sarnia, some from Hamilton and Torotne,
Eight 4-H Girle asslsted us in chorus singing and serving lunch,

0f twenty members, slxteen were present, four first-yesr 1908 members

were present, Our three 1ife members were present, Plctures, scme old, some

new from our History Book were displayed ag well as Institute Hlistory.




Oth ANNIVERSARY PICTURES
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50th ANNIVERSARY Cont'd,
PROGRAMME

OPENING ODE
WELCOME - by President

ROLL CALL - by Becretary - 15 Institutes
Past Members
Vieltors,

CORRESPCNDENCE

GREETINGS - Mrs, Elton Armstrong(Chalrman-Toronto Convention Area)
¥rs, George Bhoults - President - Centre York Distrlet,

LASKAY INSTITUTE HISTORY.
Panel - Mrs, Wnatley Finch - a past President.
Mra, Walter Monkman - a past Secretarye.
Mrs, Pearson Smeltzer - Historical Research Convener,

GREETINGS - Miss Wilda Gordon - Home Economist - York County.
Mrs, Boddy - President - West York Distriet,

WELCOME CHORUS - Members of Institute and 4-H GFirls

S80LO .. Mrs, Fred Boys (Little Hosd to Lasksy - worde and music by Mrs,
L. Dennet of Laskay).

MONOLOGUE - Mrs, Frank Buddln

(Many city folk have grown tired of the fantastic clamor and
geurry of metropplitan life and have transplanted themselves
into the country, there to live in rural happliness ever
after, Here is one who didn't---—-Mrs, Reglnald Mlinkworthy,
Junicr, 1s about to make a phone call, )

SCOTTI3H SONGS - The Keel Row,
Comin' thro! the Rye,
Bonnle Banke O'Loch Lomon'! - Members of Inet. & 4-H Girls,

PIANO DUET - Mrs, Wm, Bryeon - Mrs, Norman Bryson

DUET2 - Mre, Ernest Treitzi Barnia - Mrse, Fred Boys - Temperanceville,
RECITATION - Mrs, L, Dennet (The Gardener)

DUET - Mre. Ernest Treitz - Mre. Fred Boys (Stream of Mercy)
COURTESIES -~ Mrs, Charles Black

HORUB - When you and I were young, Maggle,

Down by the old Mill Strean,
There 18 & tavern in the town - Members of Inst, and 4-H Girls,

g

plaly

BE

Mre-Dennet-Mrs,Buddin The History Panél



0 IVE Cont'

Little road to Laskay,

Where you e¢limb the sunlit hitt
Deep in dust of passing years,

Do you hear my footprint still?
Little Laskay river,

Where the willow trees lean low,
Do you mirror still my lmage

As you paw me long ago?

Little sunflecked valley,
Where the restless grasses sway,

Is a chlld's small shadow dancing
Drowsing summer hours away?

Long the bitter road I've travelled
Since those golden days of old,

Now a voice within crles 'Homeward'-
®Turn before the heart grows cold®,

80 the weary feet turn homeward,
As the sun dips in the West,

Where the road to Lsskay leads me
Like & tired child tc rest,

WELCOME CHORUS

Well, Hi1, there nelghbourse, gee, it's good to see you coming,
Well, helle, there neighbours, we'll set the old hall humming--
S0 Jjust slt down and kick your shoes off,

Let your hair down, shake the blues off,

We're all out to please you on our Anniversaryl

if you're from Aurora, then we'll switch on the Northern L4ghts,
The ladles out from Kettleby could brew themselvea some tea,
And don't you worry, Temperanceville--

We'lve naver even seen a still,

We gaid we'd make you happy on our Anniveraary.

For Beogarttown, Vandorf, Pine Orchard and King Ridge,
We'll sing a gay chorus and serve up a sandwldge,

And for Nobleton and Gormley, Schgmberg, Snowball, King,
Any Laskay Lass might even dance a Highlanﬂ.Fling,

And Hello, Vellore and Maple on our Anniversary.
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1955 LASKAY hLHE"‘i"" INSTITUTE MEMBEARAS TAKEN AT 60th ANNIVERSARY CELEGRATION
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DIAVCND ANNIVERZA®Y

The 60th Blrthday celebration of the Lasgkay Women's Institute was
keld on July 10th, 1968 at the W.I. Hall sna weather permltted many vieitors
to enjoy the luncheon ocut of deora, Two besutifully iced cakes te Torm
V&0, were made by the Sec. Treas, Mrs. Theoe, Wolher, Birthday csle, straw-
berries and ice crean were precéded by a bBuffet style luncheon to eighiy
guests, preparea by the fifteen sctive wmemnbers,

Miss Winnle Boys, a past wresident, now living in Whitby, had the
nenor of cutting the cske, Another ezrlier member, ¥re, A, Wellesiey was
present, snd regrets were sent by former chavrter member, Mrs. Jennle Hoover,
of Torente.

The highlight of our 60th anniversary was the unveiling of the
'Laskay Portfollo!, a documentary complled by Inbtitute members of the materlal
gathered over the years Tor the Tweedsmulr Hlistery Book, and contalns many
pletures of the community. We ftruet it will previde 2 permanent recerd and
popular reference Look of the contributlons mode to thls part of the countiry
by the ploneers of the area, The Portfelie was complled under the capalble
lesdership of Jack McBride (of Toronteo &nd Loskay), who was alse the publisher,

The highllight eof our nrogram wss "Flashes from the P=ost", a panel
pregram, chaired by Mrs., W. Finch, a former past presldent sné tescher, alse
was president in our 40th annlversary year,

We gimed to hnve the tropram scmewhat resemble the C.B.C, TV
'Flaghtack!, complete with lecsl commercalls, prepared sa ably and read Ty
Mrs. Pom Dennett, a Laskay resident., Mre. M, Hunter carefully presented the
clues to the cudlence,

Cur 'Flasghescfram the Past' panel were Migs Soberta Glllies of
Islingten, & former secretary; MNrs. a, Gillham of King City, teacher and
foraer resident; Mrs. L. Relling, Xing City, ploneer of lacal newspaper report-
Ing; Mrs, M., Mclurchy, Aurera, former menker,
Challengers wers/

Yire, . MacMurchy, mystery objlect - sld long handled collecilon boxes used at
Strange Pres, church,

¥isg H, Bunter - minutes of firet Laskay W,I, Meeting, who gave brief histery
of branch,

Krs, D.C, Henderson - eur celebrity guest, & local resident, author z2nd world
traveller, who stumped the punel with her particlipatlioen
in teszching 'Esveranto', the uniwrsal languzge, Tte a
class a2t King City in the winter of 1961-62,

Qur lecal advertlsers were—-—
¥rg, M, Heover, Artex paint demonstrator.
Mre, E, Eif - florist,
Yrs. B, Charak - grocer,
ir, M, Hunter - Insurance agent,
Mr. A, Gordon - Resl estate agent,
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Having lunch on the Hell grounds,
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Left to right Left to »iomot,

Mre, N, Etheridge, Mrs, T, Walker, ira, Ne Payne (ares W.I, A epresentative}

Mise H, hBunter, Miss V. Borys, Mrg., T. Walker, Miss W. Boys, Mrs, @,

Mre., A, Dmeltzer, Richardson (District Pres.) Mrs. A,
Wellesley, ¥rs.,N.,Etherige,Miss H, FHunter
Virs, M. McMurchy,



TRIENNIAL CONFERENC THE A C W, W, =1
Gleanings from some A.C,W.,W, Conference gesslons, held at the Hoyal York
Hotel were given bty Krs, Laura E,Rolling of King, who attended several
pienary meetings, round table confersnces and press interviews,

When we think that over € million women will, within the year be learning
about Canada through the delegates and publicity channels, the impact willl
doubtless be tremendous,

The conference in Ontario was the "home coming" of ACWW, As Mrs, Sayre,
the president sald, at the opening ceremony in Convocation Hall, which 1
attended on Auguet 14, "In a very real sense Canada is the land of our birth,
Here 1t was in 1897 that Adelaide Hocdless concelved the idea of Women's
Institutes, and here our first ACWW president, Krs, Watt lived and worked among
you and carried Irom these ghores this idea of an international organizatien
that waé& to clrcle the globe and eventually find i1ts frultion on our Assoclat-
ion8,

Mre, Rolling described the scene in Convecation Hall, August 14, when the
opening cerbmonlal tock place, as a memorable day, Interspersed with speeches,
the processional of the Ontario Junlor Farmers Girlse bearing the flags of the
nations represented in ACWW, and the United Haetlons flag, made zn unforgettiable
picture which aroused the admiration of the large assemblage, Dressed in their
blue and white wiforms, and Jr, Farmer crests, they carried the flags to the
platform deposlting them in stands, When the two young £lrle, walking side by
glde, carrlied the flag of U.8, and the Canadlan ensign, there was a murmur of
patriotism and a c¢lap of hands, Everyone felt the significance of "3,000 miles
of unfortified border", was truly demonstrated,

Mrs. Rolling spoke of the friendly relations among delegates, as evlidence
of how much pleakure they felt in mingling together. The longer the Conference
lagted, the stronger these ties of friendshlp Yecezme., There was no hint of
restraint, and while many were in Carada for the first time, and Canadian
cusetoms were graclously accepted by many strangers.

Round tatle dlscussions or éonferences, too, had an Iimportant place in
the conference, Led by a chalrman, they are the key-pins up which the ACWW
builds up 1ts future referencee and work, The findings at each round table

talk, had an important relation to the whole outcome of the conference as a

whole,

Ihe problems existing in the underdeveloped country are being met
through technicsl asslstance, which is sharing knowledge and ways and means
with other countries, riving them a chance to"help themselves', Today FAO
(Food Agriculture Organization) techniéal assistance is the greatest ldea of

our times, Laet year 1t sent 532 expert advisers to underdeveloped countries.



Zth TRIENNIAL CONFERENCE OF THE A,C,W.W, - 1953 - Cont'd,
International exchange of programs ie bullding world wlde frliendship.

Methods include International Day, letterfriends, exchange of studentis,
CAN AY - Aug, 21 - 53.

About 11,000 women gathered in the Maple Leaf Gardens for Canada Day, cllmaxed
by a colorful pageant, The women came from many parte of Canada and the Unlted
States, who came by train, plane and bus to Join the 1000 delegates from 2¢&
countries here for the conference,

The zardens were appropriately decorated wlth etooks of Canadlan corn and
barley , and a 1 the rear of the platform, on which were seated international
representatives, many 1n natlonal costume--was a large map of Canada flanked
witlhh & ministure forest of Beoofch pines,

"Few organizatlons have a better grasp of the essentials of our national life
than your members" Mr, Justice Garson sald, "New techniques mean changlng
cultural patterns" he said, "This 1e where women's organlzations, and especlially
international organlzgtlone, come in, Who understands better than women the
true spiritual and moral values of these national cultures? Who can betier
appreclate what can safely and beneficially be changed and what values must be
retained?"

“ACWW membership is open to all women on the same footing", said Mrs, Ray-
mond Sayre, retiring President, "We believe in the baslc sameness of human
ngbure, Whether we are called women, or feminies or frauen, we love and care
for our homeg gnd families, Whether we are Christians or Moslems or Hindus we
belleve in the lmportance of the things of the spirit,"

"This banding together of women, mothers of the nations, with the same
ideals and aspirations, is one of the greatest meang of achleving world peace,"
salid the incoming President, Mrs, A.M,Berry, Australia,"It is within our power
to instill into the minds and hearts of our chlldren tolerance and respeet for
other peoples of the world,

From this triennial would go ocut "a more complete understanding of the
problems of the peoples of every nation, and a deeper desire to give all ald
posaible wherever it 1is needed," said Mre., Hugh Summers, presldent of the
Canadian federation

Mme, J.B Cedrin, 3%, Anselme, Que,, president of Les Cercles de
Fermieres, co-hostesses with the FWIC also spoke briefly, Messages to Canada
from their respective countries and governments were given by heads of the
26 delegates,

Some of the impresslons of the women from Laskey who attended were
that the pageant was oufstanding, the colour, costumes and the lighted Globe
of Canada and when the lighte were out, the colored lights on for the pageant,

the Maple Leal ping looked like little flashlightse shining in the darkness,



6 A, C W, W NFE E
The 1956 A.C.,W,W, conference was planned to be held in Ceylon, but
had to be cancelled on account of the Eurcpean situstion, and was held
one year later,

The flve delegates left Malton on Friday, June 14, 1957 for Vancouver
via 8an Franclsco, Honolulu, Flj)i Islands, thence Aukland, Sydney and
Singapore to their destination, of Colombo, Ceylon for a ten day conference,
Many stops were made during this trip,

Thelr return trip took them to Bombay, Karachi, Istanbul, Athens,
Home, Geneva, Frankfort, Dusselldorf, and Paris to England for elght day
tour of Brltish Isles, thence to New York and Malton on August 25th, 1957.



FIRST NATIONAL CONVENTION
"It is better to 1ight a candle than to grumble 2t the dark," sald Mrs, Nancy

Adame in her presidential address at the first convention of the Federated
Women's Institutes of Canada held in Ottawa October 28 to 31, Mre, Adams went
on to say that the Women's Institutes throughout Canada had lighted mamy candles
each candle representing another effort, another responsibility accepted., At
this national convention, delegates from every province of Canada were assecbled
to celebrate the Institutes' sixtieth anniversary to pay tribute to the founders
of the Institute movement, "to ssy'Thank you' to the mother Institute at Stoney
Creek and to members of the Federated Women's Institutes of Ontario and the
Department who lighted and tended the llret candles and have kept the more and
more lighte shining all these years,"

Mrs, J, Freeborn of Saskatchewan presented the trophies won in the national
Tweedsmulr competitions, the competition in Hope Chests wae won by Penticton
in B, 1tleh Columbla, with the second prize golng to West End, Ontarle and
honorable mention to Richard Homemaker's cbub in Baskatchewan,
Tweedsmulr Historlee, first, Bunshine, Coutts Bay, Alberta:
Firet Prize in the Cultural Projects, an oll painting, went to King,

The Hon., Lester B, Pearson was guest speaker at the convention Banquet,
Presiding et this session, Mrs, Hugh SBummers said that membership in A.C.W.W,
had made Canadlan Institute women wmore internationsl-minded, and theilr contrib-
utions through UNE3SCO of a tractor to Greece, sewing machines to “orea =nd home
demonstration equipment to Ceylon had siven them a tloeser tie with the women
of these countries, HRelationships within our own nation gre important too, and
1t is hoped that this convention would cement friendships among wozmen of the
different provinces of Canada. ("We have a commocn purpose in creating a home
life of the highest order," Mrs, Summers sald, "then creating national unity
snd better relationships with women the world over,®(

There was a Conservetion Panel chaired by Dr. P.0O. Ripley, and a President's
Panel about different sctivitles in the Institute. Problems and Projects were
discussed by representatlives of various groups.

The new Executive conslsts of Presldent, Mrs, Keith Rand, Fort Williamse,N,H,
First Vice-Preeident, Mrs, E,J,Roylance, Greenwood, B.C., Second Vice-President
Mrs, T.,H, Howse, Millet, Alberta, other members, Mrs, Leonard Steeves, Surrej,

NeB., and Mre, J ames Haggerty, Napanee, Ont,

Resolutions were presented by Mrs, E.J.Roylance, The Board, dealing with
2 resolution from British Columbia concerntng conventione decided th.t to keep
expensges to a minimum, Tuture conventiocns be held in univergities if possible

and that the place of the conventlon alternate among provinces,



Club Women’s Creed

KEEP us O Loord from pettiness; let us be—
large in thought.in word and deed -

Lret us be done with fault finding and leave—
off self seeking -+ -

May we pur aavqy all pretence and meet”
each oﬁw]:'fhse tﬂfﬁﬂi.})w'ilhnut sdf P’lyand
without prejudice— -=-

May we never be hasty in judgment and
always generous -+ -+

Lsetus take time for all things: make us grow
calm, serene; gentle—s -3

Teach usto Purmrn:- acrion our better Impulses
straight forward and unafroid -3

Grunt that we may realize thatitis the litle—
s that create differences: thatinthe-

big things of life we are one—y &

And may we strive to touch and know the-

human heart commeon to us all, and
gLrorﬂ.Godlenﬁmtforgﬂmbeklnd =

Mary Stawarr

OR many years, women's clubs in Canada, United States, Britain
and other countries have used a prayer for the opening or closing
ceremonies of their meetings. Sometimes it is simply read by one

member, at others it is repeated in unison by all those present. They
have usually called it Our Creed or The EIuE Women's Creed and as
such it is widely known and popular on this continent, r:s-pe::ia.}l.; in
small towns and rural districts, Widespread ¢ haz resulted in
some changes. The author gave it a title: “Collect For Club Women,"
when it first appeared in an obscure comner of a well known American
I EATITE.

Mary Stewart wrote t]'m('?m:.rer in 18904, while she was principal of
Longmont high school in Colorado. We are indebted to a Canadian
woman, the late Mrs. Alfred Watt, M.B.E., for a true and correct ver-
sion of the prayer, as here presented, and a little of the author's own
personal story. Mrs, Watt came back to Capada in 19389 to attend and
speak at the eleventh biennial conference of the Federated Women's
Institutes of Canada, in Edmonton. She it was, who had carried the
Women's Institute idea to Britain and later became president of the
Associated Country Women of the World.

Mary Stewart, while visiting in England had spent some time with
Mrs. Watt at her English home. Errors had crept into the varions print-
ings of the prayer, especially in the first and second-last lines. These
errors marred the beauty of expression and the clarity of thought of this
prayer. The author expressed concern about the garbled versions which
were being circulated. In the studio of Robin Watt, the artist son of
Mrs., Alfred Watt, Miss Stewart personally supervised his work of
copying out the prayer, down even to l‘m%}mmls of placing a comma
or a period. Reproduced here is Robin Watt's copy done by hand,
under Mary Stewart’s close supervision. The title, it should be noted
is set in type, to identify it.

“Tt was written as a Ji.mmtrer for the day. I called it a "Collect For Club
Women,” because I felt that women wnrkin%ttugeﬂler with wide in-
terests for large ends was o new thing under the sun and that, perhaps
they had need for special petition and meditation of their own. This
must have been true for the Collect has found its way about the world,
espeeially wherever English speaking vmm together. Indeed it
has been reprinted in many forms in many lands.”

It was officially adopted by the National Federation of Business and
Professional Women's Clubs, meeting at their second convention in
1920, at St. Paul. It was read into the printed records of the C
of the United States by Senator Tobey of New Hampshire, at the
closing session in 1949,

Mary Stewart held a number of special teaching posts in Colorado
and Montana, In 1921 she became a junior guidance and placement
officer in the pioneer period of U.S. employment services. She con-
tinued to write for American newspapers and magazines. Her Alma
Mater, the University of Colorado, in 1927 conferred upen her an
honorary degree in recognition of her distinguished work in education,
social and civie serviee.



WORLD WOMEN'S INSTITUTE STAMP

The post office department will i1ssue a specisl stamp Wednesday, Mmy
13, 1959, to commemorste a world-wide orgenization of some 6,000,000 rural
women-an organization conceived by a Canadlan woman,

The five-cent gtamp will honor the development of the Federated
Women'e Institute of Canada. Cercles dee Fermleree of Quebec and similar
groupe elsewhere belonging to the Assoclated Country Women of the World,

The green, black and white stamp, designed by Helen Fitzgerald,
Toronto artliset, shows a female figure kneeling beslde a tree over which the
Elove 18 polsed,

The words Assoclated Country Women of the World and Unlon Mondlale
de Femmes Rurales form the border on three sides of the stamp, On the fourth
glde 18 the word Cangda, with the denomination in the bottom right corner,

The border of the stamp 1s green and the lettering white, The denom-
ination 1s black,

The female figure, the tree and the glove are pen outlines on a whlte
blackground, The drawings of the woman and the globe are in black and the
tree i green,

The postoffice sald recently "the dealgn symbolizes growth, as
cultlvated by country women, of 1ndividusl country organlzations into the
world assoclation as represented by the glove,"

The ldea of Women's Institutes was concelved in 1897 by Mrs., Ade-
laide Hoodless of Hamilton, The first institute wms organized in that yéar
at Btoney Creek,

The Federated Women's Instlitutea of Cgnada, the national organ-
1:Et1ﬂn, was formed in Winnlpeg in 1919, It now hae a membership of 95,000
country women,

Mrs, Alfred Watt of Collingwood proposed the ldea of any inter-
national ,organization and was named the first president at a meeting in Stock-
holm in i933.

Misgs Helen Hunter, one of our members, was the flrst member to

purchase a stamp at King Post Office the next day, and gave 1t to us,.




Me W

To commemorate membership of twenty-five years, April 12, 1972
"The "ntario Womens Institute Story" was presented to
Jean McDonald, Pearl "'Brien, Helen Hunter, NormaEtheridge

and Elsie Hunter. (Picture below!




BIT ES OF E
Mre., Agnes McCallum MacMurchy, aged 84, descendant of a King Township pioneer
family of the sixth concession at Strange passed away early Saturday morning,
October 15, 1948, at the home of her dsughter, Mrs,Albert Hill of Nobleton,
T he wife of the late Alexander MacMurchy, mother of Norman D,MacMurchy, mother
of Mre, H1ll (Ouida) and Mrs. Ross Lymburner (margaret) of Hamilton, she has
been in feall heslth for some years and was latterly confined to bed for approx-
imately five months, A life long resident at Strange, she wag the daughter of
the late Peter McCallum and more than 60 years ago she married, settling on her
late farm residence nearby her father's farm place, Mr, MacMurchy died 10 years
280 having played a very prominent part in munieipal 1ife ags a member of council,
later reeve for eome yearsg and the warden of York County, Her interest in town-
ehip affairse has since continued as her son Norman participates in munielpal
effice, belng Deputy Reeve of King Township.
Deceapsed wae highly esteemed and widely known, Bhe was a member of St,Andrew's
Presbyterian Church, Strange, a member of the Women's Missionary Booclety of the
Church; a 1life member of Lasgkay Women's Institute Branch, Ae a hostess, her
hospltality knew no bounds and her personal talents she gave toward community
benefit, Bhe remained bouthful through her bright personality and her faculty
for "eilver linings" thoughts and comments,
The funeral was held on Monday, October 17th from the farm residence with the
Rev, E.Burch, Mimico officiating, assisted by Rev, W, A.Westcott of Kleinburg,
Internment wae made in Eing Cemetery,
On Sunday morning, August 3lst, 1947, Mrs,T.B.Smeltzer of Laskay passed away
peacefully at her home following poor health for a period of time, The funeral

gervice wae held from her late residence on Wednesday, the Rev, M,R.Jenkinson
officlating. A large number of friends pald their lsst respects to one who was
well known and highly respected throughout her life, Internment wae made in
King Cemetery,

Deceased was born in 1875 near Teston, Vaughan township, the daughter of the
lagte James Beoott and Edith Wells, A t the age of six she camé to the fifth
conceseion of King, living on the Bcott homestead until her marriage 48 years
ago, when she and her husband settled on the Smeltzer farm at Laskay, where she
has since resided, Mrs., Smeltzer was an active member of Laskay United Church
T or well onto 60 years, giving valuable gervice in the Sundey School and the
W.M.8. of which she was a 1life member, As a charter member of Laskay Women's
Inatitute, she enjoyed a life membership in that organization, Her interest
in the community was maintained to a high degree until the last, and her life
will be remembered for good works and kindliness.



OBITUARIES OF CHARTERED MELBERS Cont'd.

When Eing Horticultural Society flourished, lirs. Smeltzer was one of the strongest
members. Her fondness for flowers led her to contribute time and talent to its success.
Two sons survive, Pearson and Scott at home. Two sisters, lrs. John Ash =t
Victoria Square and Mrs. L.J. Glass of Eing. Mr. Smeltzer passed away in 1944 =nd a

brother, tnu;a 5‘:.5{.-.:311;1.: died in 1943.
¥rs., Geo. Atkinson

The first secretary of Laskay W.l. was the former Catharine Ann Sutherland
born on the 7th Concession of King. She was & life long resident of King township,
a life member of St. Andrews' Presbyterian church, but attended Schomberg church
in the later years of her life, where she also took an active part in church and
Wel. work.

Mrs. Atkinson passed away, after a short illness, at her home, lot 21,

Concession 9, Jamary 27th, 1950, at:the aze of B86.

¥rg. Atkinson attended the 40th anniversary of Lasksay Women's Institute.

Mreg. Hobt. Gillies

One of the charter members of Laskay W.l., was born at the homestead, lot
10, Concession 6, King, was married in 1895 to Robert Gillies, also a native of the
community. Mrs. Gillies was the former Laurs MeCallum, Mr. and Mre. Gillies
settled on lJot 15, con. 6, where they resided until the death of Mr. Gillies in 1933.
The Gillies were faithful attendants at Strange Presbyterian church where Dr. Carmichael
preached for fifty years and who also married them. Mrs. Gillies was a great worker

in the W.'.S5. work as weall as W.I., and remained a member in her home community

after moving to Veston, where she mesided until her death in 1940.

Miss Octavia McCallum

One of the charter members of lLaskay W.l. was born at the homestead in
“irange where she worked faithfully with the Institute and W.}.S. In 1919 she
married Robt. MeGuade and spent the later years of her life in Collingwood. She

passed away in 1940 affer a lingering illness. The burial took place in Collingwood.



OBITUARIES OF CHARTERED MEMBERS,

Funeral service for Mrs, Mary McTaviaeh Boye, Laskay, was held in Laskay
United chureh, Friday, March 8th, Mrs, Boye was 90 years old, a Fromin-
ent church and community worker, she was the widow of William H,Boys and
dled at her home from a stroke which she suffered on March 1, Although
her health wae alling for two years, she remained quite active until last
fall, A resident of the Sixth Concesslon of King for 70 years, she was
born at Chesley, Ont,

After her marriage in 1899 eshe lived on her husband's farm at Boy's Lake
until 1916, when they retired to Laskay, where she lived for 41 years,

B8he was the oldest and longest resident of Laskay, Mrs, Boys was a widow
for 25 years,

Mre, Boye had a remarkably active and useful life, She was a fine leader
and organizer and was & pillar of her church and the Women's Institute,

She wae a life member of the Women's Missionary Society and of Laskay W.l.
of which she was one of the founders 49 yeare ago, Her community service
was outsatanding as she had been president both of her WM8 and Institute
branch on more than one occasion,

Mrs, Boye also led an active life in Sunday school work for over 60 years
and always took part in young peoples' activities. BSne was director of
Lagkay Dramatic Club when 1t functioned several years ago,

Her charming personality, her lively sense of humor and executive ability
a8 well as ner good neighbor attltute made her a beloved and highly respected
citizen,

Burviving are her sons, Frederick, Oak Ridges, Harold, Whitby and a daughter
Winnifred, at home, also three grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren,

¥rs, Barah Jane Gillham, 80, of Aurora, a former King township resident
passed away at Rest Haven nursing home and was buried in King City cemetery
on Monday, March 11, ﬁha was the widow of the late Lewls Glllhamp, who dled
in March, 1956, She had been in poor health for a number of years from a
gerious heart malady, ¥

Mre, Gillham was tne daughter of James Ash, Yonge 8t, and after her
marriage came to King township 52 years ago where she and her husband
farmed for 48 years, moving to Aurora four years ago, Mr, and Mrs, Gillham
gelebrated their golden wedding anniversary, ©She had belonged to All Sainte

Anglican church and WA and at one time was in Laskay Women's Institute,



OBITU TERE
Mrs, Gillham is survived by two sons, William, Sharon, James, Temperance-
ville and two daughters, Mre, Ermmest Falres (annie) and Mrs, Frank Robert-

son (Hazel), Aurora, There are thirteen grandchildren and a brother, John
Alh.. GHI'IEJ.EI.

Funeral service for Mra, J=;E E. Rubﬂina Gillies, 82, Richmond Hill, formerly
of King Township was held, in Richmond Hill, on Wednesday, Feb, 20, 1957.
Internment in King Cemetery,

The widow of John (Gillies, who predeceased her in 1942, Mrs, Gillies died

in 8t, Michael's hospitzl, Toronto, following an attack of pneumonia,

Mrgs, Gillies lived on the 8ixth concessiom of King following her marriage

50 years ago until ghe moved to Richmond Hill after her husband's death,
Mrg, Glllies was a member of St, Andrew's Presbyterian church, Strange,

for as long as she lived on the Gillies farm and later transferred her
membership to the Richmond Hill church, BShe was made a 1ife member of WMS
of th_ ¢t church about two years ago, but retained her membership in the

S range auxiliary until her death, She was a charter member of the Laskay
Women's Institute,

With her late husband, she was a conniseur of fine china colleced from many
countires in the world., In her possession were 250 plates and 1500:-jugs gnd
pitchers. ©She was familiar with the historicgl aspect and composition of
each of the 1750 pleces, Mrs, Glllies had travelled considerably and had
collections from the the Unitéd Kingdom, Europe, Canada, United States,

Indla, Mexico and other places, Some of her china came from India,



OBITUARIES OF CHARTERED MEMBERS
A life.long resident of King Township, living at 8t range, Laskay and King
City, Mrs, James MacCallum was lald to rest Mondsy afternoon in the family
plot in King City Cemetery. Mre, MacCallum died in March, 1959.
In her elghty-fifth year, Mras. MaCallum died at her Springhill Road home,her
heart falling after pneumonias. Mr, Bruce Will of 3t. Andrew's Presbyterian
Church conducted the funeral sgervice in Aurora parlors, where relatives and
long-time friends gathere to pay their last reepects, Pall-bearers were a
neighbour, Mr, Donald McCallum gnd relstives, Mr, Marshall McMurchy, Mr,
Donald Gillies, Mr, Walter Monkman, Mr, Gordon McCallum and Mr, Bert Ross,
A year ago Mra, McCsllum was among the chartered members honored at the
fifieth anniversary of Lasksy Women's Institute, B8he was made a 1llfe member-
of Bt.,Andrew's Presbyterian Church W,M.8, at Stirange and a few weeks ago bhe=
camd g charter member of the newly-formed S8t, Andrew's W,M,8. in Kéng City.
The former May Rose, she was the daughter of Mr, and Mrs, James Ross, who
farmed at Strange., When she married she moved to a nearby Laskay farm,
Upon her husband's death, she came to King Clty.
Burviving are her daughter, Mrs, Wilbert MecCallum of Cooketiwmn:; one grandson
Bruce McCallum of North Bey:; and a sister and three brothers of King City,

Mrs, Kate Port, Mr, Charles Roas, Mr, Duncan Ross and Mr, Herbert E, Ross,



QBITUARIES

The death of Mrs, Maggle Peas T easdale, Aurora in her 95th years on
Friday, March 8, 1957, made the third in two days of three former
neighbors who had resided on the Sixth Line of King in the Strange-
Laskay ocommunity, Mrs, Willlam Boys of Laskay and Mre, Lewls Gllham

of Aurora and Mrs, Teasdale reised their families in the same district,
Mrs, Teasdale was burled in Aurorg Cemetery on Monday., Before moving

to Aurora she and her late husband had operated the general store and
post office at Laskay from 1898 to 1921 and were closely connected with
Lagkay United Church, For as long as she was sble, she returned to this
church when aaniversary services were held,

Surviving are her sons Frank and George, Aurora, and Edward, St., Catherines,
Her daughter Edythe, Mrs, H. Gramshaw, Toronto, A daughter, Mary who was
a reglstered nurge dled in September, 19u5,

The death of Mrs, Marion M, Boys, Laskay, following a week's illness was
e profound shock to her husband, Lawrie Boys, her sister, Mrs, Effie Bath,

= ™

aﬁd others of the Collins family and community. She passed away in York
County hospital, Newmarket, Saturday afternoon, Oct, 27, 1956, Funeral
service was held in Laskay United Church,

Rev, Mr, Jenkinson paid sincere and heartfelt tribute to the litre work

of service to church and communlty which Marion Boys had served quietly,
willingly and efficiently, Bhe hag left her imprint indelibly and
decisively in whatever capaclity she acted and everywhere drew forth
admiration and devotion from her gssoclates, Modest and sincere in her
undertakings she emanated goodwill and companionship, and her Wholesome
mirth was a rare quality,

Mrs, Boys came to Laskay community 27 years ago and in July, 1938 beczme
the wife of Lawrie Boy . BShe was a member of Laskay church; a former
president of the W,M,8, and lately, quilting convener. BShe had taught
Bunday sbhool and wge a2 member of the church choir, On the Sunday when
illnees struck her she w g taking part in the special W,M.,S8, annual service
at the church,

In the Women's Institute branch, Mre, Boys was a enthusiastic member and
was district director at the time of her demise, BShe was also a director
on the W,I , Hall board and Sunshine conwener of the branch,

Mre, Boys found time to attend all sewing meetings of the local branch of

the Canadian Cancer Society,



OBl E
A funeral service was held in Aurora parlors for Mrs, John Percimal Forester
of Btrange, the former Lila Lloyd, who died in her 83rd year, Rev, Martin
J enkinson, minister of Lagkay United Church where Mrg, Forester was active
in the Women's Missionary Society, conducted the service, DBurlal was in
Aurora Cemetery, Acting as pallbearers were Mr, Marshall McMurchy, Mre,Lawrie
Boys, Mr, Fred Boys, Mr, Norman McMurchy, Mr, Ross Folllott and Mr, Fergus
Lgwson,
Mrs, Forester was born at White Rose, before it became known as Mount Plsgah,
Her farming parents, Mr, and Mrs, Charlee Lloyd, died when she was a young
girl, B84¥illed in sewing, she did 1t professionally at Eaton's before her
marriage and always liked needbework a8 a hobby,
Mrg, Forrester lived in Whitchurch Township until 1933, 8Since then she and
her husband farmed at Strange, Mr, Forester was a president of the Women's
Institute and also a 1life member, Even in her eighties she kept busy with
reading, fancy work snd gardening interests, Her death came in March, 1959.
Bhe is survived by her husband, Percy Forester:; their son at home, George,
his wife and fife daughters; and a daughter, Mrs, Barbara Nelson of Toronto
with her three sons and a daughter, There are three great-grandchildren,
Lget November Mr, and Mrs, Forester celebrated their fifty-seventh wedding

anniversary.



IIDIANS - Cont'd.

Each Indian community had their own medicine man. By charms and magic,
howling and beating of drums they claimed the power to frighten away demons and
destroy enemies.

(This Indian History was taken from J.N. Cranston's Book - Eteinme Brule , Immortal
Scoundrel).
Fany flint and arrowheads were found in this district, as history

points to an Indian camp at Hackett's I.nka,' two miles north of Laskay.



INDIAKS
When the Indians wese travellins om thelr trading trips and war
expeditions as night came on they built wizwams which they covered with bark
stripped from trees, others felled big trees and placed them around their
encampment as & barricade, except on the riverside where their canoes were
drawn up, so if need be, they could embark gquickly. Trees were felled by
burning and chopping with a stone axe.
Deer and bear were scerce up in the EKawartha Lakes district, then
Huron Indian territory. Four or five hundred savages would spread themselves
through the woods and by shouting and other noises frightened the animals, and
drove them alons & narrow point where other Indians lay in wait with bow and
arrows., The deer and bears which took to the water were killed by savages in
canoes. Fat of deer was kept for winter use, some meat was carried home for
feasts. Winter clothes were made from skins.
In early 1600's the Indian canoes were described as frail looking
craft of birch bark, eight or nine yars long with a breadth in the middle of a
yard and a half. In winter when the rivers froge over progress was more rapié,
as the Indians made wooden sledges wihich they used to carry their heavy loads
of meat and fur.
The Hurons lived in fortified villages in areas from three to

twenty-five acres and had pppulations from 200 to at least 6,000. These villages
were called Palisades and inside Pallisades wmere longhouses, constructed like

arcades or garden arbors. In length the houses waried from 30 to 200 feet. Two

platforms on which parents and children slept. Of privacy there was absolutely

none. Sanitation was little better and villages were moved to other sites when
it became imnossible to live in them longer.

The Hurons dressed chiefly in ssmke-cured skins. The staple food
was corn, served without szlt. The squaws pounded the corn into flour in large
wooden mortars. Huron women once married were drudges. They gathered firewood,
sowed, tilled and harvested the crops, smoked the fish, made clothing and prepared
food in clay pots they shaped. Children were never disciplined. Houses were
built by men. They also made weapons, pipes and canoes. Most of their time was
spent in idle leisure, in hunting or fiehing or in fur trapping and trading. Men
were gamblers, they played hockey. The Hurons were continually at war with their

kindred nation, the Irog:ios. The Hurons were angious to pick up the French tongue,

The Hurons had no belief in a Supreme Being, they had a countless number of little

gods or spirits which inhabited the trees, lakes, streams, birds and beasts.



BARN RAISING
early 1920's

——

Thie is a barn raising on Jim MeCallum's farm, lot 2, conceseicn 6

.

This barn ralging took place on the farm then ownédd by Albert Marshall,
Lot 11, concession 6, and was taken by Rev., Robt, Brydon between 1910-1920



LASKAY CLD BOYZ3

Laskay Fleld Day Assoclatlon began about 30 years ago, with the former
gtore keeper at Laskay, George Williamse, its first president, 7% dlsbanded
for a time but flourished agein when Charlee Black was ebected president, The
proper celebratlon of Dominlen Pay, with family fun, was the chlef objJective
of thle organization of young men, Prizes were gliven for the program of
gporis, races and gomeg that made the day a popular one for the whole of King
Townehlp end its nelghbours, and there were such novel ignovations as a Baby
Show, and a prize for the largest family on the grounds at Taffy Hollow,
Sometime during the day, a swim in the Humber was of great interest, Dancling
on a large wooden platform wae the last event,

A gift of $500,00 with no strings attached, 1s recelved Joyfully by any
organization, Suchhian unexpected windfall was announced durigg the 50th
Anniversary Program of Laskay W,I, This donation "4o be used for the building
fund, or whatever purpose ig deemed necessary" w,8 bestowed upon the W.I,
Eranch by members of Lagkay Fleld Day Assoclatlon, when the memberg of this
organizatlion declded to dlsband,

Leskay Field Day Assoclatlon whose members &re the men of that little
hamlet and dlstrict, declded to dieband when a meeting wasg held recently 1in
Laskay Hall, now owned by the W,I, Present at this meeting were Norman
MeMurchy, Fresident : Fergus Lawson, secretary-tresgurer: Charles Black,
Pearson Smeltzer, Whatley Finch, Don Glllies and Fred CO'BErlen, The Secretary
treasurer reporied a bank depoglt of $760, owned by this assoclation, whose
chief activity was a Fleld Doy each July 1,

It was declded to dispose of most of this dormant fund, but %to retaln
$200,00 so that there would be encouragement for younger men to organize and
start a new Lzskay Field Day &a the future,

The sum of $500,00 was voted outright to the Laskay Inetitute, whosae
memberg glways co-operated falthfully when the association held 1ta celebratlons
in Taffy Hollow at Laskay. The same Inetltute 1s entrusted with the $200,
that 1e to be deposited for some future Field Dsy., The remaining $60.00 wae
sent to thé Bchoel for Retarded Children at Thornhill,



Looking North
Aprial view of Laskay - taken by N, Etheridze - 1950,

L]
L]

Looking east - taken 1940



8 1 F
On Baturday, August 19, 1933, Laskay celebrated the Third Annual Field Day.

Lagkay 18 sltuated on the south part of King Township, being divided north and
south by the sixth concession line, and east and weat by the crystal waters of
the Humber River, On the slopes of this peaceful valley rest a happy content
ed people, full of ambition and sociality; and why not so, for hasn't Providence
robed this spot in all of Nature's best, Look where you will, you see hills and
slopes spotted with trees of all shapes and sizes and clothed in various shades
and colours, that blend with the various hues of the firmament,

The afternoon's programme waé begun by dedicating the new dam, which had been
recently installed across the Humber, T he speakers were Ex~Warden of York
County, Alexander MacMurchy of Strange and Ceunciller D, McMurchy of Vaughan
Township,

The result of the spert events are as follows, showing only the first and
second winners,
Girls' Race, 10 yre. and under 1, Jean Jewett,
Boy's Race, 10 yrs, and under 1, Den McMillan, Vaughan; 2,Clarence Ireland, King.
@Girls' Race, 12 and under--l, Mary Barker, Bondhead: Z--Annie Walkington, King.
Boy's Rafe, 12 yrs, and under, l--Sam Carlyle, Osk Rildges; 2, Howard FE&:i:I:}fn
Girle' Race, 16 yrs., and under, 1,0rma Devine,Nashville; 2,Evelyn Farmsworth

Torente,
Boys' Race, 16 yrs, and under 1l,Rey King, Torente, 2,Ernest Lefroy,Oak Ridges,

110 Yd. Dash, single men, open to King & Tewnship==l, Eﬁﬁ¥;£¥§1nnh,Lnakny,

2, Marvin Hunter, Laskay.
75 yd. Dash, single ladies--1, Orma Devins,Nashville; 2,Ruth Baldwin-Strange.
100 yd. Dash-men, opeén--l,Marvin Hugter, Laskay; 2. Whatley Finch, Laskay.
75 yi. Dash, ladies open--.l, Orma Devins, Nashville,2, Mrs,Gould, Pottageville,
Married Men's Race, 50 yre, and ever--1l, Ernest Castater, Teston; E.E:::E;‘Pntun.
Married Women's Race, 30 yrs. and over--l,Mrs,Gould, 2.Mrs.3,McLean, Kettleby,
Married Women's Race--l, Mrs] @euld, Pettageville; 2, Mrs,MclLean, Kettleby,
Stepping 100 yids,~-1, Nerman McMurchy, Strange,

¥Wheelbarrew Race--1, Dick Jenes and Mabel Rumble, King, Marvin Hunter and Jean
/ Watson, beth of Laskay,

Obstacle Race-=1, George Forester, Strange, 2, Jee Ball, Kettleby.
200 yd. ewim, men--1, Hareld BurteGerrans, Terente, 2.F.Meore,Terente,
100 yd, swim, ladles--1, Edna Ferris, Teronto; 2, Helen Burnett,Richmend Hill,

100 yd, ewim, girls 16 yrs and under,l, Edng Ferris, Terente; E;g&urttfhnmpa-n,
rente,

100 yd, eswim, beys 1l yre, and under--l, Jim Mizen,Terente; 2,Murray Ezard,fLaskay.

Beys' and Girls' swim, 12 yrs. and under--l, Murray Ezard, Laskay, 2, Heward
Felliott , Laskay.
Pillew Fight, men, ever water--1, Vern Williams, Newmarket; 2, Harili.;nugh::.
erente,
Pillew Fight, beys 16 yre. and under--1, J,¥Willis, King; Z2.A.Morrisen,Vaughgn



PLOWING MATCH

This 18 a copy of a newspaper clipping kept by Mrs. John Grey, Lagkay,
which had been written up about or before the 19220's; and was an lmaginery
plowing match written by an annoymous writer (presumed to be Jos, O'Brien),

The addresses affixed to the competitors real names were some fictlonal,
gsome from sgeveral places which had nicknames and some from proper names of

places,

For example — "Vinegar Hall" was the hill (Now cut down) on the éth con, King
at Lot 14,

Scripture Town was named becsiuge of the Presbyterian Manse on siderosd
between 6 and 7th concesslons at Lote 10 and 11,

"Egypt" was between & and 7th concessions at Lot 8,

FLOWING MATCH

Forty-two plowmen competed at the match held by New Scotland Flowmen'se
Assoclation on the farm of Mr, John MeCellum, The following le the list of

prize-winners;

l, Classg in Sod--Open to Dominion-let, Abraham Kerr, Egypt, 2nd, John Mitchekl
N‘w Scotland, 3rd, Watt Finch, Vinegar HAll: 4th, Cam, Walkington, Maple, 5th
Jas, McCallum, New SBecotland,

11, Class in Seod,--1lst, Cecil Pratt,Elvridge, 2nd, Lorne Gllpin, Thorntonj
3ré&, Harold Pringle, Hillsburg; 4th, Wallace Binclalr, Uxbridge,

1ll, Class in Sod--Boys under 1&8--lat, J.,M,0'Brien, O'Brien's Corners;

2nd, Harry Finch, Loganville; 3rd, Archlibald MeCallum, Rolland Hill;

Lth, John Blough, Rolland Hills; 5th, George Patton, Laskey,

lv, Jointer Class--lst, Roy MeCallum, (ilpin's Cross, 2nd, Donald Rawlings,

Hazleton, 3rd, Norman MscMurchy, Bolton, bth, Frank Teasdale, Aurora, 5th,
Roderick McCutcheon, Huttonville; 6th, Garfield McCallum, Dick, Ont,

V. Clags, Stubble,--lst, Russel Snider, Carryvale, 2nd, Wells McDonald,
Edwardsburg; 3rd, Jacob Belcher, Nobleton; 4th, Alex, Vanderburg, Rldgeway,
5th, Cameron Smart, King City; éth, Robert Farren, Roden,

Vi, Class, Stubble--Boys under 1l8-.1lst, James A, Cameron, Weston,

2nd, Joln Malloy, Linton; 3rd, William Mitche®l, New Scotland; 4th, Mark

McCallum, Webbwood; 5th Frank Smelser, King, 6th, Ed. Lloyd, Laskay.

Vil, Class Stuble--Boys under 15, wheel ploughs--Lst, Freddle Boys, Strange,
2nd, Tommy Dick, Kingsbore'; 3rd Davie Egan, New Scotland , 4th, Melly

ﬂcg?l%um, Honey Harbor; 5th Forest Koake, Copper Cliff, 6th, Tom McMurchy,
obleton,

Vill, Class, Sulky Plow,--lst, Albert Hill, Mount Welff; 2nd, Nerman Ireland,

%dgaley; 3rd, Archle Gillies, Scripture Town; bLth, Welter Monkman, Scripture
OWIly

Speclals~-Best Crown in lst, class, Abe Kerr, Egypt; Beat Finish in 2Z2nd Class,

Cecil Pratt; Beat Finish, 2nd class, Lorne &ilpin; Best Crown, 3rd class, Jas,
O'Brien;, Best Finish in 3rd Class, Harry Finch; Best crown in Lth class, Harry
Finch; Best Crown in 4th Class, Roy MeCallum, Best Finieh in 4th Class, D,
Rawlings; Best Cfown in 5th Class, Ry/ssel Snider; Best Finish in 5th Class,

Wells McDonald; Best _Crown-in 6éth class, James Cameron; Best Finish in 6th

Clase, John Molloy; DBest Crown in 7th Clase, Fred Boys, Best Finish in 7th

Clags, Tommy Pick; Beet Crdwn in 8th class, Albert Hill; Best Finish 1in 8th

Class, Albert Hill,

Judges for Plowing in 8od -~ Andy Crawford, Milt Wellar, Malcolm McCallum
Judgee for Plowing in Stubble--Andy Msclure, R,J, Mactaggart, Harv-eey Wells,



Biurala'M¢a, en water - 1, Charlie Gorden,
Bexing - 1, Dick Jenes, King; 2., Heber Irwin, Nebleten,
Horseshe® Pitching, prefessional, 1, Allie Rebb, Jack Geuld, both ef Weedbrlige;
2, Joe Quantz, Ed, Bene, both ef Testen,
Hergeshee Pitching, amateur 1, Joe Leece, Lester Dewning, beth eof King,
2, C.Wallace, 3am Plunkett, beth of Weodbridge,
Largest family en greunds--l1, Mr, and Mre, Ed.,Rebsen eof King, 2, Mr, and Mrs,
| G.Rewntree of King.
Oldest Couple on Groundg--l, Mr, and Mrs, Rebert Barker of Bendhead, tetal
years, 157,
Seftball, men's tournament.- 1, Richmend Hill and King City, a tle,
Mixed Tournament--l1, Victeria Bguare and Temperanceville, a tie,
Baby Shew--Judges: Dr, Ress Lymburner, Misgs Winnie Beys, Mrs, N, Cgrmichael,
Pat ricia Pammell, King, - 2, Hazel Bene, Eing,
0ld Time Maltz - 1. Art Gllham, Nebleten, Mrs, Fred Beys, Strange,



MARSHALL EROS, LOSE LIVES TN ACCIDENT,
The double fatality of Frank and J.Arthur Marshall, as a result of an accident near
Hornby on Satorday, March 14th, 1942, brought tragedy and sorrow to the Marshall

families at King and Kettleby.

The whole incident is so filled with tragedy and deep concern %o all involved,
words cannot express the widespread sympathy that goes out to them all.

Mr, and Mrs, Frank Marshall of King Mr, Arthar Marshall of Kettleby, amnd their
sister Mrs, Anne Marshall-lacMurchy, were travelling in the Frank Marshall car %o
attend the foneral of a relative, Mrs, ¥Frank Dickinson of Milton, The ¢ollision with
a truck oceurred near Hornby, the intersection of sideroad Ho. 5§ and concession l1line 7.
Poor visibility was elaimed to be tha cause of the aceident. The terrific impact wae-
caused both the car and trock %o be sent 60 feet mway into a field. The men were
instantly killed reports state, The women were taken to Peel Memorial Hospi$al, Brampton.
At the time of writing Mrs, Marshall is suffering from fractared ribs and a fractured
arm, Sshokk and bruisesy Mrs, MicMurchy from bruises and severe shock, Both gre awara
of the death of the men but nef ther wera able to leave the hospital to attend the double

funaral,
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Surviving are Mrs, FPrank Marshall and two children, Irene aged 20 and Aubrey
aged 10 years. Mrs, J,.A.Marshall of Kettleby and two ehildren Ray, and Mrs, Jack
McDonald both of kettleby and three grandchildren,
The eircumstances are such that Irene Marshall must take her mother's place and
with her young brother, face the situation as best she can,
Mrs. MacMuorehy will reecall that during the first Great War, her youngest brother
Aubrey Marshall was killed on active service, Four years agoe a brother Albert was laid
to rest still = young man, With her to mouran the last and tragic deaths are two
gisters, Mrs, Ella Campbell of King and Louisa MeCallum of Torontol
one of the finest and oldest district families there has passed. Mr. and Mrs,
#dward Marshall and four sons, Arthur, Albert, Frank and Aubrey.
I% is more than 100 years since Christopher Marshall pioneerad the farm cccupied
by the late Frank Marshall at Strange., When J.Arthur Marshall married Elizabeth Allan
of Laskay, shortly afterwsards,they settled at Kettleby. Eoth men were prosperous farmers,
highly respected citizens and devoted to their church, Frank remaining a loyal officer
there and Arthur an outstanding churchman at Eettleby.



COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES,

Thie wae on a happy occaelfn on September 5th, 1956, at the home

of ¥re, Wm, Boys, when she celebrated

her 89th Birthday. Her guests were members
and friends of Laskay United W,M,3,, and
two members were made life members prior
to their departure from the Community.

Mrs, Boys seated in centre, and Mrs.,Jesse
Rich rde and Mrs, Les Glass holding

certificates, and had all been presented

with corsages,

Mrs. Wm. Boys

Charter Member -

Laskay Womens Institute
Longest living active
Charter Member till her
death when Laskay Institute

was nearly 59 years old.



GOLDEN ANNIVERSARY
Mr, and Mrs, Lewis R, Gillham, 122 Wells St.Aurora, held an "at Home" on Tuesday

afternoon and evening,K Sept. 21, to gelebrate their 50th wedding anniversary. Mrs,
Gilham wore a brown crepe driziinnﬂ a corsage of antamn flowers, Assisting were
their sons and their wives, Mrs, and Mr:=, Jim Gillham PTamperanceville, Mr, and Mrs,
Bill Gillham, Sharon, their daughters, lMirs., Ernest Faiers and husband, anZ Mrs, Frank
Robertson and hunsband,

Among the large number of guests were the bridg's brother, Johm Ash and his wife
of Gormley. Thay were the attendants when the couple were married in 1904, at the
home of the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Jemes Ash, Lake Wilcox,

Mr. and Mrs, Gilham retired to Aurora from their farm on the sixth concession
of King a 1little over two ¥ears ago., All but nine of his 84 years were spent on the
homesatead where Mr,., Lewis Gilham was born., He brought his bride, the former Sarah
Jana Ash, to the large house where his parents Mr, and Mrs, George Gilbam lived., They

lived at Eversley for seven years, while their son pill operated the home farm,
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February = 1955
Their golden Wedding day on Saturday must have been one of the happiest days in

the lives of Mr, and Mrs, James Hunter. With them to celebrate were every member of
their family, except one brother of Mr, Hunter, who lives in Seattle, but he was there
in spirit, sending greetings. The family included four danghters and one son and

fourteen grandchildren of Mr. and Mrs, Hunter, their three sisters and three brothers.

4 reception was held during the afternoon and evening at the home of their son
and danghter-in-law, Mr, and Mrs, Marvin Hunter, Laskay. The rooms were decerated
with many gift bouquets of spring flowers, Mr, and Mrs, Haonter welcomed over 150
guests during the reception, Beside them were their weddiing attendants of 50 years

ago, lrs. James Watson and lr, William Hunter,

Mr, and Mrs, Bunter were presented with a television set by their family, On
Tuesday evening which was the actanal anniversary day, Mr, and Mrs, Hunter held a
family dinner party at their farm home., Twenty-five members of their immediate family

were present, including Mres. John Hill, Marvin Hunter, Mrs, Earl: Scott, Helen and Vera
Hunter, grand-children, Mr., and Mrs, Wm, Jamieson, Mary, Betty, Jim, John, Robert,
Judy, David, Peter, Panl, Carolyn,Scott, and beverley and Jim Hunter,



STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL

The strawberry festival was held én June 1949, and if
not too big & sunccess finencially, we 2t least brought & good rein
t0 the ocommunity, sosking the fields, as well as the tables and
people at the festival,

There had been no rain for five weeks and we set the
tables outeide on the dance platform, Just before the creowd wes
due, & terrible olap of thunder sounded and the clouds opened,

We rushed all the food indoors and the tables too., In sbout a
Balf-hour the sky olesred snd the sun came out. So did the tables,
and the food. We were Jjust about halfway through when the rain
oameé again and we had to do everything over again, food, tables

and people all indoors, this time to W stay,

ANNUAL IESTITUTE PICNIC - 1951

Stending - Mrs., Ztheridge - Mrs, O0'Brien, Mrs, ESganm-visitor- Miss Helen
Hunter - Mrs, Dean - Miss W. Boys - Mrs, Blsogk - Hrs,Forreste

The ones with heads out offe ¥ Mrs.Cairns, Mrs.MoMurohy, Mrs.Hunter
? Mre., L.Boys,



IESTITUTE PICFIC - 1951

Bach row - Margsret Cairns - Grace Glass - Janet Riddell - Lilea Amm

fforreater - Carol Ann Eagan - Dians Dean -Norsh Jane
Hately - Linda Cairas

Second Row - Carol MoMurchy - Mxrxyx Mery-:ioa woMurohy - Hanoy
Forrester - Ronnie Eagen - Florenge MogDonald - Beverly
Hunter - Sandra Forrester

FPront row - Sarah Ann HoDonald - Jimmie Hunter




YORK CENTRE W.I. ANNUAL MEETING

"The Women's Institute is admired from every standpoigt and is identified with
avery good movement. It therefore should not take a back seat to any orginisation ™
declared Mrs, R.A. Birrell, provinecial board member when she spoke to Centre York
branches at the distriet annnal meeting at Laskay United church on June 2, 1955.

It was the first time Laskay had been hostas toa district annnal since its
inception 46 ¥e2ars ago. Fine weather and the spirit of hospitality under the
branch president, Mrs, Horman Etheridge,predominated the scene,
Rev, M,R.Jenkinson, the pastor,spoke of the Institonte as a great adventare
in sharing ideals when he gave the address of welcome, MNMrs, L. Starr replied
briefly. At the reception desks were Mrs, C.A.Hlack,6K Niss Winnifred Boys and
Mrz, Lawrie Boys. A saomptoouns luncheon was provided by Laskay.
Prom the 13 branches with 437 mamhefs, there wara 110 at the rally, chaired
by the district president, Mrs, E.S. Reddick., 5She was re-elested ! for a second term
of office.
Wins Historie Contest. Mrs, L.W.Zuefelt, Richmond Hill, judged seven
Tweedsmnir Historieal books, awarding first place to Bogarttown W.I,, second place
to Laskay and honorable méention to Aurora,
~Second Award,
In 1956, Laskay Tweedemuir History Book was entered in the Annual
Salada Tea contest for Ontario competition and we were awarded Hoborable
Mention, Later at the Fall Area Convention in Toronte, the F.W.I.C.
presented ten Institute Branches with $3.00 award for our efforts in

achieving honorable mention from a competition of 56 books,

Third Award!?

In June, 1957, Laskay Tweedsmmuir History Book was entered in the District Area Competition at
District Anmual meeting held =t Vandorf. First Prize was acquired in this competition, $5.00
being the prize donnted by Mrs. Powell, Vandorf, District Secretary.

Recogni tiond

In 1958 Lagkay Tweedsmulr History was chosen one of three books entered in
York Centre to be sent on to the Area convention, November, 1958, and was

one of twelve on display at the Royal York Hotel Convention, Toronto.



& BUS TRIP 70 NIAGARA FALLS.

C, what is s0 rare 23 a day in Junel

well, that is what the ladies from Laskay and District
thought on June Sth, 1953, when they enjoyed a delightful outing to
Yiagara Falls and other points on June 9th,.

Spongsored by Laskay Women's Institute, 34 members and
friends set out by bus at 8.30 in the morning. The weather was
rerfect with the scenery so fresh and green, as June is an ideal
month for {travelling,

“e travelled by Highway 400, thence to Leakeshore Hoad
on No. 2 Highway to Burlington and stopred 2t the famous Hamilton
rock gardens, which was an interestinge stopover. Back to Burlington,
vwe went on to Queenston. We arrived nt the Floral clock st 12.15
T'.J,, and a guilde described and explained about the formation of
the flowers, wihich are changed for the different seasons. Then, we
viewed from a scenic platform the Hydro generating plant below us.
“hence to the Hydro Building where we were shown films.

A short distance to CGueenston lieights' Park was a pleasant
thought where we enjoyed our Picnie Lunch. Some were able to climb
to the top of Brock's Monument amd view the sights, while others
enjoyed the scenery of the Park,

Then we were on our way to Niagara Falls. After viewing
Niagara Falls, you turn to the beauty of the Niagara Parks. Some of
our party crossed the Honeymoon Bridge and viewed the American sights
and shops.

Bidding farewell to Niagara Falls about 6.45 P.M., we drove
over to the Uelland Csnal at Thorold to see cargo ships go through
the lift locks. Homeward bound by Burlington and the Queen Elizabeth
Way via No. 27 and 7 Highways, we arrived home shortly after 11,00
P.lL, tired bmt happy with such pleasant memories of a happy day

among friends,



\
Ge'::erm' Lrock’'s Monument




Bug 'LI‘_i‘l} teo HL‘?;EE‘PQ Fa_]_.j.ﬂl June 19573, ¥rs, C.Black-Mrs, L. Beye.

Part of the greup taken sn bus irip.
Back Row, Mre.A.Cempbell, Mr ., P, McMans, Mrs,P,.Smeltzer, Mrg.G.Forester
Mre, A,McDonald, Mrs, F,Tutt, Miee H,Hunter, Mrs,N,Egan, Mrs, H,Hlday,
Mre, L,Boys, Mrs, H, Severs,

Frent - ¥rs,C.Calirns, Mrs, M,McMurchy, Mrs, L.Glass, Mrs, F. Buddin,

Mra, C,Black, ¥rs, C,Hately, Mrs, E,Scetst.

Institute Picnic at Mrs, Clubine's Cottage, Weedland Beach,

Julﬁ' 1'9551




Laskay United Eh;rch

In April, 1949, the Laskay congregntion beg=n the task of
redecoration and renovation in their church. This involved the palnilng
of the building both inside and outside. Om top of all this, the system
of tre church lishtinz was changed.

Much voluntary lebour on the part of certain men of the con=
cregation went into the venture. It was such effort that made vossible
the speedier dispntch of the work as & whole.

On May 29th -- the 45th anniversary of the laying of the
corner-stone of tlhe present building, the services of reopening and

rededication were held, and drew capacity crowds.
One cannot think of this work of beautification without
making mention of the kindly interest and Tinancial aid of the women's

Misslonury Soclety of the Church. It was this group who paild the
expense of redecoration, which cost in the neighbourhood of £800. The

men of the consregation undertook the expense of the lizhting.
The Younz People's Society purchased -the vpicture of the
"Head of Christ™ by Sallman. Here in this lovely little country church,

the efforts of man have sought to make Cod's House more worthy.

Laskay Oongregation 102 Years 01d, Mark 50th Anniversery of Bullding.

The building of a new church at Laskay in 1904 was an
important period in the history of the Primitive Methodist concregation
at Laskay. It was Important also for the Vesleyan Methodist congrega-
tion at Strance, on the sixth concession of King. A new bullding was
a dire necessity to both congregations., The 0ld wooden structure of
the Primitive lethodist had served well and the white frame building
of the Wesley congregation in the same circult also was in poor cond i-
tion and its numbers were diminishing.

“hen the time arrived to construct a new brick building

:ﬁhat would unite both congregations, the question of a site was the
suﬁject of a heated controversy. Would the new edifice be on the
szme site as Laskay's Primitive Methodist church, which would be
dismantled to meke way for the new buildins? Or would a new site be

chosen directly on the sixth line highway in Laskay.

Laskayites, now forminz a thriving cobmunity, were proud

that Joseph Baldwin, an early pioneer who came to this district in

&

1832 from Yorkshire, England, had given a portion of his land for

"a Primitive Methodist church and & Papsgnsse™,



Picture of cemetery at back of first church built in 1856, showing
Baldwin tombstone,

The parsonsge, prior to being torn down, stood on 4th lot south of

of the church. 1



Laskay Congregation 102 Years 0ld (Continued)

Meny were proud that the first church bullt In 1856, had its roots
from the nucleus Ff the Primitive concregation that held worship in a
cooper shop back “in the "flats" at Baldwin's from 1852-6.

Almost everyone recalled how the first church, (Some 20
rods east of the sixth concession road) was filled Sunday after Sunday
vith whole families, They all remembered how the wide plank seats
vere built in tlers, rising to the back of the church, so the "minister
could see all his congregution ot the same time, and keep a watchful
eye on the young folks and late comers". They remembered the pulpit
near the entrance &t the noxthwest cormer of the building and the row

e S A P ]
of choir members to his left. They recalled the embarrassment of the

tardy person who had to walk before the pulpit before he could climb
%0 a row of seats.

They were loathe to give up the old site on "back street”,
rising behind the main roadway. And so, apart from some hard feelings,
Laskay's lNethodist church retained the oriziral site. On May 24, 1904,
the laying of the corner stone was held. Five hundred people witnessed
the cFramnny. The minister was Rev. Newion Hill and the guest speskers
were Hon,'J. W. St.Jobn, Hon., E. J. Davis, Hev., G. V. HRobinson and

Hieve Dr. James Carmichael, the minister of Strange Presbyterian Churd:,

The trowel was used by Mr. St.John and in the corner stone were placed

two half gellon jars containing daily Toronto newspapers, and the

Methodist church periodicals.

A huge tent was pitched across the road on Bob Wiles' lawn

for the big supper. The women of Laskay Presbyterian congregation

helped with the celebration.

It was a wet late season that year and construction of

the bui I
- lding was delayed. The buildine committee headed by James T.

Scott siaa exrolled by ¥illiam Boys, Wesley Hamilton, Edward Marshall
¥
George Temsdale and others. Half of the cost had zlready been sub-

serib |
ed, and by completion Hev. Hill looked for the remaining 52,000

or more 4o pay off the debt.,



Laskay Concregatlon 102 Years 0ld (Continued)

On Sunday, April 3, 1905, the following year, the opening
of the new church was held by large concrepations on Baster Sundajy.
Three times that day services were held with the overflows taken in the
bagements by cther ministers. Hev. Brown, president of the Presbytery
Conference, Rev, Dr. Carmichael, and Eev. Youngs were the preachers.
¥rs. Hesley Hamilton played the new reed orgar which ie still in use.

Mrg. L. J. Glass has the honor of veing in the conzregation

for b6 years. Before that time she was a small girl in the old Sundsy

achool. IXrs, William Boys, 86, is the oldest member in terms of age,
bhaving come into Leskay from the Wesleyan church.

For many years, a communlty Sunday school served both
Yethodists and Presbyterisns in Laskay, Both in the original church

and leter in the present church, Sinday school teachers were a mixture
of both congregations. In fact, the sixth of Xing boasted four churches,
two Presbyterian and two lethodist.

in 1925 the Laskay church tecame the United Church of Canada
and for the past eight years, Rev. M. R. Jenkinson has been the presid-
ing minister of the present cirenit of Fing, Laskay and Teston.

On Sunday, May 23rd, 1954, the Laskay church will celebrate
its golden Jjubilee amniversary at 11 A.X. and 7 P.}. The beautifully
preserved building, with its solid oak seats and other special appoint-

ments has been carefully and proudly preserved. .

lore that 500 attended the "laying of the stone” and more
that 500 people joined in the services of worship and thenksziving

on Sundsay. Hev. Martin Jenkinson, incumbent, welocomed the members of

the church and thelir guests. The inspiring influence of the church
n..?zd the blessing it brings to the confused mind was the theme of the
guest preacher, Dr, Archer Wallece, who is a well-known author.

The church was decorated with many bouquets. Those placing
memorial flowers Inclnded: Iirs. Leonard Zlass in mamory of her parents,
“re & Urs. James T, Scott; Mary Merwcod and family in memory of her

paerents, Ir. and Mrs. Duncan lckurchy.



-

Laskay Congregation 102 Years 01d (Contimmed)

A reception was held following the mornming service wvhen the
recistry was présentéd by Mrs. l&rwood and lMrs. Willism Bryson. It
wag held in the church hall.

The anniversary cake in zold and white with its spired
ghapel centred the decorated table. Irs. Glass, a member of the Laskgy
congregation for the past 56 years cut the cuke.

Hostesses for the recepiion was the w.IL5. Miss Winnifred
Boys is the president. Pouring tos were Krs. W. Zaldwin, Aurora, lrs.
Percy Porester, Jirs. Sarsh darris, Mildmay, and Mrs. James iunter.

| Also at the ruest table were Hev. and Mrs. Jenkinson, Dr.
W#allace, 1rs. ¥. Willisms, lirs. Donalé Paton, Mrs. William 3oys, irs
Hazel Archibald VWellesley, lMrs. L. J. Glass, Miss Vinnifred Doys and
¥rs. Annle Zvans. Mrs. Svens joined the Pricitive chmrch 51 years om0
and was orgtnist at the age of 13.

lir. Jenkinson read an account of the "gala™ cornerstone
service of 1904. The register of names %taken on Sunday will form a
scrap book to replace the original church records buraned In the msnse

ire in 1945,

) A silver service, which had bteen presented 4o the late
Arsg, Juncan Melhirehy prior ¢o her marria-e in 1899 from the Wesleyan
consregation, was used. The gift had recognized her services &s
organist for seven years. ier soa, Xarshall Hcllurchy, who is a Laskay
official, rend the originnl presentntion address which nad been
signed by ¥rs. Boys and Irg. Charlotte Peterbaugh.

| Hr. Jenkinson rend letters of congratulations from those
who were unable {0 be present. They came from dev. R. J. D. Simpson,
Toronto, a former pastor of the chorge 60 years ago, iirs. Annie Thompson
Cathcart, a former teacher of Strange school amd Sunday achool teacher
apd from lr. Blmer Davis, Kingston, whose father, the late Homn. E. J,
Davis, participated in the ceremony 50 years azo,

At the evening service, Rev, A. C. Forrest, B.5., B.D.,
Port Credit, was preacher. ie spoke of the blessings of "remembering".
Mr. Forreat compared the hardships of the piloneers to0 the easy mode of

living in the modera world.



'iﬂ:al-:agr_ Eﬂrﬁreﬁtiﬂn 102 Years 0ld (Continued)

The Thornbury singers, the trio in the morning and a S0-
voice choir at nisht, contribmted to the service of worship.

At the evening service, Hiss Winnifred Boys and lMrs.
Norman Bryson were registry hostesses. The W.M.5. members were

hostesses to the choir later in the evening.

Prior to this 50th Anniversary a new 0il Burner Heazting
Unit was installed in the rear of the clhurch basement. The rempoval
of the old furnace and pipes made a zood improvement to the floor space.
Also, at the rear of the church property, the church sheds
were removed after being gold, and more ground was cleared of trees.

Thus, there is ample parking space available.

This year the Sunday services were changed from afternoon
to evening service at 7.30 P.M. during July and August. The Sunday

school hour was dispensed with for the summer.



HISTORY OF CHURCHES Cont'd,

Preabyterian

Senator Reesor presented a site for a charoh, manse and
amall greveyard on the west 8ide of the 6th con, to the Presbyterien
Churoh of Cenada, In 1858 the Rev., Jas. Diok of Richmond Hill Preshy=-
terian church opened a misaion at Laskay“"and in the same yesr the
Church ani manse were built,

This church wes used continuously until the Union of
Churches, June 10th,1925, Then it was left idle and torm down in
the 1940's, Mr. Charles Blsok has recently built his house on the
lo0t, A few headstones show the s.te of the graveyard behind his house,
Mr, Wm., Dunning was als0 clerk in the genersl store and
esgistent postmaster. Heving &n educstion &and being & good penmen
and bookkeeper, 2ls0 having saoquired a perfect knowledge of conver-
gztion in the Gaelio language, he was in great demand for writing

deeds and wills,

The manse was bullt between the churoh and north of Laskay

Hall and is now Owned by Mr, Woods,

PRESBY Y, aH

AS AR

!

——————

The sbove picture is on a posteoardwhioh was written on July 29-1910

by Thomes Cairns from Leskay to Miss Jean Patton, end was postmerked
lLaskay, The stamp was 8tesmed from this oard,
Rev. John W, Cameron, born 1B5]1 in New York State, entered

Knox College, graduated with a B.A. in 1881, and was immediately

invited to take charge of the Presbyterian Church at Lask=y. He had

charge of churches in the west of King Township, #hree unde

r hi:
a membership of 175, 29 SRVAIS

The churches were all comfortable frame buildings.



Bryson's

Baby Band Picnic - taken at Mrs, Jesse

June 1954

Four Oldest Members in Laskay W,M.S.

Mrs., J.Hunter - Mrs, P. Marshall

Ross -

B‘DFE - MTH- HI-

laft - HI‘E- 'l‘h

iiembers and friends at same picnic,



EKING AND WAUGHAN ESEF RING CELEERATES 60th YEAR - cont'd,

The price of beef has certainly taken a jump since 1911, when it was 9¢ per
pound, Currently beef is 40¢ per pound, ZILucky is the farmer who draws a twenty
pound steak the week he is threshing, But someone has to get the neck and if the
beef has been a large one (the average this year was ﬁﬁu,'l;‘;'.ha neck seems to be the
largest part of it.

Hone of the society's original members appear on the membership of 1952 ,but

the Hadwens and the iicQuarries still carry on the family tradition.

The slaoghter house, a 12x12 frame building was first on the farm of Wm.
Walkington, 1In 1917 the Walkingtons sold it it the society for $50.00, and it was
moved to the other side of the road., In 1925 the insurance of §3 per year was

dropped and ten years later it burned to the ground., Undaunted the society
appointed a building committes, and a new buidding was erected. In 1942 it was
moved to the Sceott farm on the fifth of EKing, where it now stands, The hoge chart
which hangs in the slanghter house is a weekly record of the weight of meat each
member has received, and the weight of the beaf killed,

The idea of the chart and the Baef Ring is that everything works out evenly
when the long columns of figures have been added correetly. The members taking out
more baef than they have put in, pay the difference at the annual meeting, at the
rate of 40¢ per pound, If a member has put in a large beef, and over the summer

he has got 1ess than this weight of bee{ he is paid at the same rate,

Over the years, whensaver the membedPs have held a supper or anniversary
party, they have always had oysters or fowl, neaver roast beef,

Most farmers in Laskay district have been members at onme time or ansther

during this period,

Thies history was written by Mary Moore Scott.



EING TOWNSHIP OFFICIALLY OPENS ITS NEW IINISTRATION BU NG Cont'd
Cntario., It seems tooc bad, he said that in slightly ever 100 years,

“there 1sn't ene old pine tree left in King tewnship, prebably net in the
whole of Yerk County®. He teld how the King vines were cut for ship maste
zsnd how the sarlliest settlers cut znd rolled the pines down hill, burning
them in erder to clear the land. Ee remexbered the last mast was taken
from Loves bush on the 7th of King, let 12, brought down through Herb
ReS5's farm te the sideroad and hauled to Xing statien with six tesms of
horses, He wzs 2 small bey when this teok place,

Major A.A,Mackenzie, MPP intreduced J,D.Millar., He tee had fond boy-
hood memories ef King tewnship when he wes & lad on his father's farm at
Weodbridge, Mr, Millar sald he firmly believes that "all public servants
sheuld be breught up on a farm." The art of farming is the eldest and
moet demsnding craft in the werld, he sgld., Once 1ts rudimente are
zas.ered all ether skills ceme easily,

He speke highiy of the township's elected 2nd oermanent officials, Net
only your tewnship but the prevince, he ssié 185 richer by the advice and
guidance of Hareld Rose, yeur efficient clerk-treazsurer and tax celilecter,
f"Any man whe can collect taxes and still be pppular is in truth endewed
with the widdem of 3eloman," sald Mr, Millar,

Mr, Millar said the new municipal bullding has historie value, because
1t is erected on a2 slte net far from the place where the illlterate but
adventurous Entienne Brule, the French eixplerer had travelled and where
Governor Bimcee had travelled in his gearch fer a Teasible overland reute
from the new capital of Yerk to the inland waters of the Oreat Lakes,
Could I meke the suggestien that on er nesr the greunis of this site, a
suiteble memorial be erected to the memory eof Brule gnd his illustrieus
gsuccegsor, Jehn Graves Bimcee, he added,

DEDICATION CEREMONY

Eefere the cutting of the ribben, the new bullding was dedlcated by
Revy.Dr.Abbett of Schomberg.

The unvelling of the blue znd silver plaque by C.A,Cathers, MP a2 King
township farmer wag & gpecial feature, "Many of yeu were borrn in King
townghip but I chese this township fer my home," said Mr, Cathers, "I
az proud,” he e£=1d,"te reoresent this municipalisy in the House of Cemmens
and am leoking ferward tc the time when the Queen apens parliament,

In accepting the key of the King township building, Reeve Hedgsen

en behalf of council recognized the suppert given in premoting the project,



Feginning of Highway 400 in middle of lote 4 and 5 - About 1945,

Beginning of service station - 400 "ighway & King City Sideroad.



KINRG TOWNSHIP OFFICIALLY OPENS ITS NEW ADMINISTRATION BUILDING Cont'd

2

DEDICATION CEREMONY

"It will do a good job for years to come,™ he said. The reeve said over
50 individual gifts from taxpayers and others had beautified and enhanced
the building on opening day. Baskets »f flowers from everywhere and
permanent giftas were marks of goodwill and friendship.

The building was now npen for inspection, for the signing of
the guest book, and then downstairs where light refreshments were served
to everyone by the ladies of Laskay Women's Institute.

The first council meeting was held in the new township municipal
building on Tuesday, August 6th, 1957. There was 2 good deal of township
business on hand but almnst overlooked while topiecs of accessories for

the new building were discussed.

Charles Black of Laskay was engaged as caretaker on a2 contract

basis.
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The finest of its kind In Canada, the Shell 011 vompeny Service
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station, located on the RBarrie nighvway at the Tine Cit interchange, is to
be opened officially next week by lon. Ceorge Doucette, Minister of Hizhways,

It is the first of three such stations on Hishwa

Barrie. Bullt to conform with specifications of the Ontaries Department of

Highways, 1t wns commenced on Pebriary 24th. It vasd designed by John

Patk ‘ssocintes, Toronto,
A
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<he slte ls nearly four acrcs, with 825 foot fromtoge. I4 ha
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& communding view and the structure 1z & notible festure in Fing

The buildin hich 1s 135 feet by 35 feet is comdosed of split cranite field
stone, with raked joint. Mhia stone, rccordins to the Carrsll Constructio
Company, the cont tors, was found, after some difficulty, on Inry Loke
rarm to the nord . - ite.






HEW 400 ROAD SERVICE STETION (Continued)

New in service statkons, it features s large resteurent,
capable of geating over 40: pedple. This room has laminated arch beams
to the roof, with sound-»roof celiling inlays. The floor is pegged osk

ard the kitchen floor space is tiled.

T =

liodern restaurant eguipment is designed +o rive fast service.
-8 & - -

All outside walls of the building are solid stone and inside derk pine
paint has contrasting effect.
The foyer, stoek room and marnse snd wash room floors are

polished cement rainted light brick red. Hest room facilities are

provided, ineluding a furnished ladles' lounge. The building has modern

lighting facilities, with direct aund indirect lishting in the restauvrant.

The three pump cesoline islands zre fed by & remots vumping

unit, 200 feet away, opersted on & pressure system. This is new in Cunad

e Th! !In- T 4 i ey Ll - o W - K= b 2 B ) = S
ang the Tnited Sintes amd the only one in Ontsrio, Casoline capacity
S = i B 2 WEET = - Ay e L -“‘- - T YRS - @ T -0 - w
is 20,000 zallons The driveway apnroaches are long, allowins motorists

=
&

ample. The whole area has & hizh powered flood lightins svstem

oy
l—-‘"

sitle from zreat distances.

The building iteelf has small ground flood light units that

e

will illuminate the coloring of the stonework. Flower beds are ready

- e

for planting and thé outside area is belns lend
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t0 enter safely and easily ot comparatively hish speeds. Parking spsce

You are cordially invited to attend the

GRAND OPENING CELEBRATION

o

of

W. B. GREGG'S SHELL SERVICE STATION

Highway 400 at the King City Interchange

Beginning Friday, June 11th
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TOWNSHIP OF KING, 1957

Instructions to Bulilders --

A building permit shall be obtained from the Building
Inspector by the owner or his authorized agent for the excavation,
erection, alterations, reconstruction, removal or wrecking of, or
repairs to any building or part of any building on any lot, part
of lot or farm, also for septic tanks, No such work shall be com-
menced until a building permit has been obtained and "is prominently

displayed at the sight".

Basic Building Bestrictions --
Every lot must contain at least 15,000 square feet with

76 feet frontage, and must be surveyed and registered before a
permit is used for any building.

Foundation wall shall rest upon footings of concrete six
inches by eighteen inches and protected from front by at least four
feet of earth.

Dwellings of one storey in height must contain at least
700 square feet of floor area, and at least one room containing got

less than one hundred and forty square feet of floor area, and every
habitable room therein shall contain at least one hundred square feet

of floor space. Ceiling must be eight feet clear above floor.
The rcofs of one-storey bulldings shall have double pitched

roofs, the rise of roofs to be at least one quarter the width of such
buildings.

No person shall be permitted to dwell in cellar or garage.
Charles H. Hoss,

Bﬂ.ildil:lg Inlpﬂﬂ‘tﬁ Te

In 1957, 263 Building Permits were issued, of which 124 were
for houses. Estimated total cost of building represented by the permits
came to $1,847,425., Most of the houses erected were large ones of more

than six rooms.



Gag-Line Deadline November lgt, 1958,

These pictures were taken from King
Siderocad between 7 and 8th concessins
of King Townsghip, where the Trang-Can-
ade CGas pipeline isg lgid, showlng a few
rode of the gas line from Alberta to
Toronto,.

Toronto consumers should be burning
Alberta gas in their homes and
factorles on or before November lat,
1958, 1956-57 saw the firet 1300
miles of plpe lald., Thise year's task
wag to lgy 853 miles of 30" plpe from
Port Arthur to Maple, north of Toronte
Total cost of 1958 operation is estim-
ated at $765,000,000, A mile of pipe
a day 1s slow progress now, in contrast
wlth the easy two or three miles daily
acrass the prairies., The pipelineis
designed to deliver 730 cublec feet g
day., The newly built Laskay bridge
purely had 1ts etrength tested, as
soon after 1t's cocmpletion, the cone-
etant pipe delivery on huge transg-
portation trucks carrylng 60' length,
30" pipe began to thelr alloted

destination,



E EPHONE
New resgidents in such l1ittle communities ag King City do not always

remember that some of the nicities and necegsities of modern living are not
the result of the migration of city folke to the country, but were installed
because of the industry and planning of progressive farmers,

Such is the history of the telephone system in King City that will
soon lose its ldentity as an old-fashioned service operated by friendly
people who know theilr customers by name and voices, When King Clty exchange
becomes Temple 3, on November 1, 1960, an automatically contrelled dial
system will be inastalled, with perhaps a quitker, but less friendly service,

The first telephone line in this part of Ontario began under the
Bell system, from Yonge 8t, to King City, and was formally opened in 1886,
with James C, Stokes its first manager, His switchboard was installed in
the store on the north-west side of Springhill Rd., now a rfedl estate office,
There were just a few telephones then; the doctor, the stores and the small
bueinesses being the customers,

There was another line at Loskay and Kinghorn, operated by the
Eell to accomedate that busler part of the township, where flour and woollen
mills, and the Davis Tannery with its 100 or more employees, were connected
with the city.

Norman MacMurchy, 6th of King, remembers his mother's first
telephone conversation when he accompanied her, as a small boy, to the store
at Laskay,

In 1910 a few farmers declded that the telephone system should be
extended to their homes, and they formed the King City Telephone Company, with
Al Wells its manager, 5hares were gold at $20, each and farmere contributed
sums up to $200 for lines to be run up and down the concession reads to their
farms, Some of these were Neil McMurchy on the 5th; Alex MacMurchy on the 6th;
Fred Willis, Archie MeCallum and Andrew MeClure on the 8th of King. O©Of these,
only Andrew McClure, in his 89th year, remains to tell of the early days,

The 1line was extended as far west as Nobleten, and Mrs, Mc,Clure
was the flirst woman from the west slde of the township to speak to friends 1in
King City. Telephone numbers were recognized by their rings, "Our number was
five longs and six shorts, and we were often confused with the neighbours whe

had six longs and five shorts,” remembers Mrs, Alfred Gilham who was little
Elizabeth McClure,



NATURALISTS PRAISE KTNG PUPTILS FOR DISPLAYS ON CONSERVATION

When 500 pupils in grades 4 to 8 of 18 elementary schools of Eing township will
produce many displays of three-dimensional projects on methods of conservation,
plug dozens of posters and serapbooks, it proves their desire for the establishment

of a "Wildlife Sanctuary in King Township". Such was shown at the pupil's display

last Friday,June 1955,

Pupils of five schools read briefs to the township council, giving reasons for a
ganctuary, suggestions for methods of setting it up and outlining its uses and
ultimate benefit to the present and future generation of children and adults.

Reeve Elton Armstrong was inspired to tell them in s reply speech to children,
teachers and parents: "Perhaps a year from now council will be able to assure vou
such a sanetuary will come about.™ He also said the late Aubrey Davis had made a
congervation Snrvey of the township in 1938, and his son is now chairman of the
planning board which would be consulted 6n such matters, The non-competitive

exhibit was held in the auditoriuom of Aurors and districet high school on June 16.

It was a tremendous achievement by the schools and an educational program sponsored

by the Federation of Ontario Naturalists, to stimnlate an interest in conserwation,

Through the leadership of inspectors Halman and J,F.Hodge, the wvarious school

principals and with the co-operation of the Federation of BHaturalists and Ontario
Department of Lands and Forests, the panorama spelled intensive study and research

on the part of the children. OInspector Maynard Hallman was chairman of the gatherin;
Mr, G. Marshall Bartman spoke on behalf of the Federation of Ontarioc Haturalis

The schools taking part were Qak Ridges, King City, Strange, New Scotland, Pottagevil

Snowball, 8.5.7, 8.5. 17, Lloydtown, Linton, Eversley, Temperanceville, Kinghorn,
5.5, 26 and S5.8. 24 (Amsterdam). Books will be sent to these schools by the Federa!

To describe each school project individually would be impossible but the gene)
theme was picturing a wildlife san#toary in a multitnude of wariations, Several schoc
explained the projects to the andience, The briefs expressed definite opinions for
the need of a sanctumary. 4 film,"The world at our Feet", was shown, The boys and

girls were treated to ice eream by the Federation,
Thaz program was televised, In the morning Hing City school was televised,

The program was made from grades 7 and 8, among them pupils from Strange, Those who
were fortunate in our community %o be looking at T.V. on June 29th at 5,15 P.M.

recogni zed many local fsces from the Aurora scene and King (ity.



THE TELEPHONE
s

The switchboard of the King City Telephone Company was tranaferred to
the grocery store of Milt Winters, where Rebert O'Rellly s8till eperates a
general business, One of the first operators was Mrs, Jim Burns whe lives
st Erindale, Ontario. Mrs, Winters was night operator. The yearly charge
was light, being only $12, for the privilege of repeating messages to leocal
people-—during the hours of 8 a.m, to 6 p.m. There was a charge of 25 cents
on all calls be tween 6 and 9 p.m,

At the game time a private telephone company hbegen operating from

Maple, and 1t smalgsmated with the private line at Woodbridge., #After o few
years the Vaughan-Weodbridge company beought the King City svstem, paying
back thelr cepltal investment and dividends to the farmer investors.

This company operated successfully the bueiness in King City
that grew to 60 lines on one position in 1930, when Mrs, Bruce Hsll came to
relieve during the holidays, Then there were three girle employed on full
time, and one on part time on the King City exchenge, that has men moved
to its present buillding on North Keele,

When the Bell Telephone Company bought the independent Vaughan,
King and Woodbridge lines in January, 1951, there were geven operators
employed on the busy lecal exchange, operating three positions, Now business
has increased, with four pesitione crowdlng the office, which employs a staff
of 12 eperators,

"What will our girls do when the dlal system 1s installed," the
reporter asked Mra, Hall this week,

"Some of the girls who stayed with us after they married, will

keep house, Some have accepted transfers with the company, snd some are

undecided," ssid Mrs, Hall,



1954

Section of Maple Tree iflarks History Dates.

There are still grand old trees in King Township that have
lived all the years between the iwo Queens Elizabeth. ﬂn#}: maple, cut
down to make room for new growth in the bush lot on Donald C. Gillies'
farm, 6th Con., King. A slice of this tree was part of a study in
conservation shown by the pupils of King City Public School at Aurora

& District High School last week.
| Ross Gillies, great-grandson of the origina)l Scottish emigrant
farmer, Archibald Gillies who settled on his Crown Grant of 100 acres
and has continued to be the home of his descendsnts, along with his school
friends, Danny Buddin and Barry ¥allace, have learned a great deal from
this slice of Maple tree. With their teacher, Carson Bice, and other
clessmates, they counted the rings of growth and discovered that it was
guite = tree in 1665 when Champlain salled to GQuebec.

At the display of conservation study, the rings on the tree
were marked to show the time when Volfe captured Juebec, when Brock fell
at Queenston Heights, the Battle of Trafalger and the beginning of the
Great Ver. These woere mmong the historical events and scientific dis-

coveries studied by the pupils and marked on the tree trunk.

CONSERVATION

Land Judging Competitions are Here

1357.

Livestock Jjudging used to de the rege in farm districts. Now,
some ferm groups are turning to their soil, giving it thet same thorough
inspection once saved for the cattle. They are fiading out that each
field on the farm has characteristics which make it unique.

In the fall of 1957, land judging competitions made their
debut in Onterio. This competition in York County was sponsored by the
Metropolitan Toronto conservation anthority of York County. Seventeen
young farmers were peering into pits to study the soil horizons, rubbing
topsoil and subsoil in their hands to test the structure and texture,
sizing uwp the tovography of the fields, and filling out their score cards.

Soil scientists from the Ontario Agricultural College took the

groups to several farms before the competition was held to coach contes-

tants on how to identify the characteristics of warious soils.



THE FOX
The hamlet of Lasgkay made history in the beginnring of Centennlsl year
when a one and a half million dellar movle bLased on D,H, Lawrence's mevie,
"The Fox" was Tllmed on the originsl Bsldwin farm, now the Charles Shields
Egtate, The farm tenant is Scott Smeltzer, a third descendant of John Smeltzer
an early ploneer of Leskay dlstrict,

The Rayan preductlen g belig dlrected by kesrk Rydell and staris Anno
Beywenad, Ssndy Dennls and Kelr Dulles., With the excention of the herd camera-
man and = Tew teahniﬁians, the ocrew 1g Csnadlan and the Fox is filmed in celer,
The American Movie Ce, choese Canada for this rroduction because of lower costis
end because snowWw wWas needed, Snow and btelow zers weather on scme of the coldest
nights of The winter was a reai challenge to the actors working outside under
blg Klelg lighta untll ene, two and three o'cleck in the merning,

Throughout the nlcture, a moursuding fox, whichms been st ealing
the Tarm's chilckens has been Hunted, Finally, one =ight 4in the forest, Mlas
Heywoea comes upen it snd was unable teo sheot, It has “ecceme fer her the sympel
of masculinity. The “ox's place 1s taken, in her mind, by the saller; Tralned
Toxes were shipped in from Callifernlia and a lecal veterinarian, Dr, C. Heder
ageslsted on Fox dzvs.

Prlor to movle taklng days, muech preparation teek nl-ce, Insul brick
gldlng wae removed from the farm house, znd replace witl ¢ld tongue and groove
fer anthenticity., A clesed in verandah was added to the south of the Fouse and
& porch at the Lsck deoor entrance, The, T.V. serial was removed, The road-
way brldge was re-infeorced for Le~vy Hpaflic, Ratl fencea were erscted on each
slde o7 lanewal ,nd Iormyard, A dead elm tree, was upreoted “rem a leld z=nd
placed in dooryard, which In the £41 wre out down by the two farnm women, when
the tree shifted and Tell on the one and killeé her,

A wipumlll was transperted %o the scene and erected. Oome Tarm
anlmals, hens ,nd aucke were moved in, Mlles of elsctile cable were used znd
pewer wag generslted on Lhe spol, Loalless were get Up Tor an office and make-up
T'OOME,

[he cast were Lrought in by bus frem Toronte daily. Uutslae cater-
ing fer neon or supper meals was partaken of in Logkavy Women's Inetitute Hall,
which alse served a gecond purpose, & place to get warm,

Mrg, Ross lergan next deor to the Hpll, came fo the rsscue of the
gtar acter and actress one day, wlien sghe was called up to dry out thelr cleothes
in her clethes dryer, when they hac Leen drendsd from forced rain, on a celd
winter day,

The farm house and driveway finallyget hack to nermal about the




CORSERVATION

Land Judging Competitions are Here - 1957 (Continued)

Then when they went into the four fields of the Hussell
Hoover farm at King, they were prepared for judging. This competition
was held on farm Lot 1, west part of Con. 6, about onea mile from Laskay,
where the ladies of lasgkay Women's Institute catered the noon lunch to

the group of men.
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FIRE DESTROYS LANDMARK RESTDENCE IN KING TWP. - anuary - 1956,

Fire destroyed a landmark dwelling on the farm of G.G.Wanless, sixth concession of
Eing, four miles northwest of King City, late Monday afternoon, Irs., Winnifred Dicen
28, the farm manager's wife was able to get her two ¥oungest children, Margjgaret, 16
months gnd Steven, threé months out of the house,

Her husband,John DEceman, 30, was at King City getting special milk for the baby
when his wife telephoned Rigwood Supermarket to tell him the ki tchen stove pipes were
on fire, Carol, four was with her Father and Norman8, and Linda,6 were at Strange
achool,.

The fire had a head start before fireman arrived., When the truck tank was empty,
fireman had to take the truck 70 rods to a nearby lake (Boys Lake) for more water.

When nejighbonrs arrived on the scene they got some furniture and an odd piece of
household equipment to a driving shed nearby, But the greater part of the family
belongings was destroyed, Mr, Diceman nad zo insurance on his possessions, The fami
gpent the night at the Ross Folliott farm house and were to stay there as long as the
needed help, Mrs, Folliott stated,

The Eing City firemen gtayed at the scene until 11 p.m. to safeguard the large 1t
and other buildings, The 8ixX-room house Was ‘made of logs covered with elapboard. It
wad built nearly 125 yesars ago by Isaac PBoys and was used by three generations of the
Boys familys.

The last of the family %o occupy the farm was Fred Boys of Oak Ridges, IHe
moé&erni zed the house 10 years ago, It was 80ld five years ago to Larry MeGuinnass
who sold it to Mr. Wanless, Total loss of dwelling and conteants,ineclunding a deep
freeze belonging to Mr. Wanless, was estimated at over $15,000.

Communities hdlp burned-out family.

Excavation will be started soon for a two storsy modern dwelling to replace the abowe
house, On Tonesday neighbors collectad clothing for children and took in home baking
and groceries to the Ross Folliott farm where Mrs, Diceman and children are staying.
irs.,Wanless brought a carload of clothes she collected from her Toronto friends :
a layette for Stephen,and other articles, The King City Lions club is supplying wal
under ulutﬁing and emergency items for the ehildren. A community shower for beddin
and miscellaneous articles will be held by laskay W.I. in the Laskay Hall, on Satum
night.
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RADIC PBROADCAST
On February 25th, 1958, Laskay Institute was honored by being on a

local Radio Broadcast at Richmond Hill, C.J.R.H.

During the Fall of 1957, and through 19585, ten minutes is allowed
the Women's Institutes of York County, every Tuesday on the Farm abhd
Home Show,

Mre, Norman Etheridge, second-vice President of York Centre District
and Mrs, Pearson Smeltzer, Historical Research Convener for Laskay were

interviewed on compiling our History Book,

MY HOME IS MY CASTLE

Sometimes, when tired, I fret and stew
There seems too much for me to de,

The kitchen floor needs swWwept and scrubbed
The clothes and children, all need tubbed,
There seems to be excessive noise

From hungry little girls and bolys

I think, if I could get away,

I'a have the grandest heoliday,

We've all felt this way, more or less
When home affaira were in a mess.
But what's our first thought when we roam?
“If only I were safe at homel"
Within the wall of our abode
- We Tind 1life's treasures, safely stowed,
Famlly, fun, Joy-we can't explain-2
Faith, love and comfort, when in pain,
Thie poem was written and readyby Mrs, Mary Moore Scott in August, 1955, as
an explanation of the motte - "My home 18 my castle®,
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1965 Christmas greeting from Metropelitan Conservation Autherity.

Shewing drawing of Laskay Emperium,



ICE STORM OF 1959

Those who remember back 60 years to 1900 reminisce that an ice storm,
much like this one, hit this district, Then of course it was Just a
case of throwlng another log on the fire, keeping the lamps trimmed, and
bright, while you kept indoors. Today with all our "live electrically”
conveniences, most of us were much harder hit and uncomfertable in our
modern age, How helpless we feel without the magic power to flick a
button and produce light, With the candles twinkling, we miss our T.V,,
Radio and worry about the furnace, 'frig. being off', but it was to the
hydro crew our deenegt thoughts go out, what a night to be out on the
road, much less working with high tension wires covered wlth an inch of
ice,

As we do the doctor or the police, we count on the hydro men te
respond to emergency calls immediately and how important they are to keep
the wheels relling, the cows mllked and the house warm, A storm of ice
and frozen rain that changes the land to shimmering glass; 1t was so
appalling to see the trees so weighted down, and brought these once
mg Jestic trees down to freakish sight,

In this area and many others hydre was disrupted from late Sunday
afternoon, December 27th, 1959 till December 30th, The telephone
service was out for ten days.

It is unlikely any of these hundreds of ¢rew men, a great many
crews came from North Bay, Sudbury, Ottawa, Bancroft, Oakville, Milten,
3t, Catharines, Coburg and Brockville, enjoyed their New Years' weekend--
some were still on the Job, others on call--while those who had free time
Just wanted to sleep.

We thank them for their untiring and valorous efforts in bringing

order out of chaos in such short order,

The Smeltzer laneway at

time of the ice storm,

1959
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FAREWELL TO MR, CUMMINS, RETTRING MATLMAN,

Highllights of a dramatic past were recalled at Laskay Institute Hall en
Friday evening, April 13, 1962, when 167 boxholders were given the opportunity
to pay tribute to Ernest Cumminsg, who had given 38 years of continuous service
on Rural Route 2, King City., From the horse and buggy days in 1924 when he
started he graduated to the model T Ford and then to the more modern A, Many
a time Mr, Cummins' cutter trail was the first makrs on many a sidercad
before snowplow days,

It was a friendly gathering and described as a "Gathering of the Clan®;
and the highlight of the wvening was when the honored guest was presented with
a leather wallet, containing $455.00 in cash, This money will help finance a
three month vielt to his boyhood home in Hampshire, England, Mr, Cummine has
not viesited England since he came to Canada 49 years ago, 1913.

There were 173 miles on the mall route in 1924 and at his retirement
he covered 31% miles dally, The salaries ranged from $700,00 to $2300,00,
From 1924 to 1938 the mall was sorted at King P.0, and then carried in twe
locked bags to the rural P,0, Laskay and P,0, Strange; and then returning
each outgoing mall in locked bags.

Mr, Cumminsg! two daughters and two sons and ~ne grandson attended
the occaslon, one daughter sent her regrets, Local entertainment was
provided, followed by refreshments,

Responsible for the event were Deputy-Reeve Norman MacMurchy, Ponald
Barker and Ronald Fraser, all of 6th Concession, King.



LITTLE RED SCHOCLHOQUSE
The 1little red schoolhouse, a vesatige of piloneer days in Cntarlo, 1is
slowly vanishing, “ince 1945 when there were over 5000 such schoolhouses in
Ontario, they have been diminighing at the rate of about 100 a year, squeezZed
out by the swelling demand for blgger and better facllitles,

As rural pepulation grows, townshlv school areas are Tormed and twe
or more school beards combine to bulld a new school on a new location or add
to one slready in existence, DBus services are inaugurated to carry children
from distant points, Instead of taking lessons 1in one room in groups of 30
or more, children are separated according to age and grade into classrooms in
new spacious bu'ldings,

In January, 1965, school areas became compulsery in Ontario, and King
Township elected a five man schoolboard, In September, 1965, children who maybe
lived next door to the school were transported to another school, At Strange
schoeol grades 1, 2 and 3 are taught to children who come from Hew Scotland,
Kinghorn and Strange areas, At Kinghorn s€hool grades 4 to 8 are taught to
children,

In September = new SBenior public school will be opened in King City
across from high school to serve adbl 7 and 8 grades from King Township. Since
1965 the Strange school built in 1942 has been used ag offices for King ‘ownship
area school board,



CHANGES 1IN PROPERTY HOLPINGS 1960-&§_
including Laskay and Btrange on bth concession.

Eagt Side Weat Blde
Lot 1, Whatley Finch and famlily moved tTo
King city in 1963, but still own original
Smelt,er farm of whom Whatley 18 a descend-
ent, The oldest son, Jim Finch and his
wif e Doneldqlive in house and a neighbour
Russell Hoover rﬁntg and works the famm,
New house built .on northwest corner of Lot
1 by John Karpucky formerly Eric EiAf
owned the lot,
Lot 2, Wm, B, Gregg bought farm in 1964
from Smeltzer estate, house rented to
Van Hugsen, Harold and Ada Deoks built
house on corner lot, 1962, who formerly
farmed on let 2, rear con, 6,
Lot 3, Chas. Bhields and family moved Lot 3, 1965 Ch,s., Levack eold to Maxwel
to Hamilton, return some weekends, Chas., Bruce, Q.C,
Hately and wife Jean moved to Eaton Hall  Chas. Levack still in fam house,
Farm in late 1965, DPaughter Nora Jane
and husband live in Laskay house,
On back street the Smith cottage was
pufchasged by Bruce Cox, Len Chandler geold
to Mag, 1963, John Taylor eold to Stephen
Cserna, 1965,
¥ m, Ham, Jr. built garage and apartment
dwelling on south half of Ham property, Lot 4, Newton Bres, secld property te
Maxwell Bruce Q.C, 8.M, Raymond
2till lives in eold house at front ef
preperty. Mr, Bruce built large
house and horse bam in 1964,
L.J. Pennett sold house and let te
Maxwell Bruce 1966, Demettes still in
residence,
RsHe Franklin purchased the original

Boys house from Payne,
A. Louckse opened the Shamrock Falnt &

Varnish Worke 1in a newly erected

building around 1961,



CH!NGES TN P2OPERTY HOLBINGS 1960-66 cont'd,

Eagt Side

Lot 5 - Earle Love and family moved to

Winnipeg, Manitoba, Xmas 1963 by R,C.H,
Co. and returned Feb, 1966,

Ivan Boy (formerly of Benmark) and his

wife Margaret (formerly of Scotland) were

eccupants in Lowe's absence,

Three homes built and owned by ». Halleway,
Je«A . S8Hipley and Ponald Ough,

Aubrey Gordon, a former Lagkay boy born

en Let 3, wesgt side, con.b gnd hip wife
Florence built a new home in 1962-63,
Corner house firzt owned by Ballantyne,

80ld to Hlarace K,Henry in 1965,

Lot 7, John Guimond bought the Murdock
home, 1959 and in 1964-65 bulilt a new
red brick house fto replace the old one,
Rebt, Murdeck and family had lived there
eince 1925,

Wal ter Monkman sold famm to Mary J.
Williams 1nl965. Farm had been in
Monkman name gince 191k,

Allan Henderson, renting farm and H,Bloem

ahd Tamily formerly of Holland occupants

of house,

Lot 8 - MacMurchy family sold originsl

MacCallum farm to Mary J,Williams, 1964,

‘Lot 9, George Forester sold to Eric Reilly

' in 1963, retired to Nobleton, killed

accidentally at work, Pec, 1964,

Een 0'BErien and family rent the farm and

occupy half the house,

Vest Side

‘Lot 5, Originsl O'Brien 18 acres

gsubdivided,

First house bullt, sold to F,P, Gill
Second housge now owned by P. Finnegan,
Tweo more lots sold,

Original O'Brien home, latterly owned
by Barratt sold to C,P,Whitten,1965,

Lot 6, ®onald Hutchinson bought of

Mre,J.8mith, 1962, seld to John
Manson, 1966,

P, Hutehinson wgs former owner of
King City Hardware, now moved teo

Tilbury, southwestern Ontarioe,

Lot 7, Alfred Gillham sold te ».C.

Henderson - 1965, Jas, Hurlbut now

resident,

Lot 9. Norman MacMurchy eold farm
to Stan Kerr, BSon Bouglas Kerr and
family live on Tarm,

Normen and Peardh MzcMurchy built
new home on nerthwest corner of farm

in 1961,

'Lots not mentioned remaln the ssme, Compiled by Adella “meltze®, April 1966,



1967 - HIGHLI®HTS - ADELLA SMELTZER,
Canada's Centennlal year got eoff %to a fine étart enn Jan, 1, 1557. All acress
Caneda great excitement znd chivalry dominated right through until December 31,
In the natlon's capital, the Prime Minister 1it the Centennial flame which wWas te
‘burn throughout the year 1967, but ss many requests have been made to keep the gzas

Jet burning, 1t will ©be kept burning as an eternal flaue,

| The greatest celebratior of sll was the more than succeseful Expo 67, "Men
|&nﬂ hig world", created on a man-made 1slana in the 5t, Lawrence Alver, Fifty
Imilliﬁn pecule sttended the elte when rifty nations p=rticlpated,
! Pgople trovelled to Mentreol i aany unique ways tut the most outstand-
'1ng trip was the veyageurs by canoe from Peace River District to Expo in 104 days
&t an average of over 30 mlles a aay.

¥any of the slder publlec schoel children in our ares were vrivileged to
attend expo as well as many grown ups, including nine members from Lasksy W.I,,
Karlorie MacMurchy having participated in the singing croup of York Chorzlers,
| Mention should be made of Bobby @irby and his trumpet who led chlldren
in all parts of Canada in his merching song "Ca-na-ds" snd made %1s final exit at
the closing cxercises in Ottawa, Dec, 31, 1967,

The highlight Of Maniteba's celebration was that they had the Lonour te
:hﬂlﬁ the Pan American games in Winnipeg in Centennial Te:sr,

Conada lest two loved and respected Governor-Generals; In 1967 tne
Acting Governor-General George Vanler znd a ppst and firet native born Gevernol-
General, Vincent Mzssey.
Ma Jor Lex haaxnnzle, a veteran and well-known, well respected X.2.PF,
'and locsl historian retired from Pz=rliament in 19€7.
In Centennial year 20,000 irate farmers demanded a better dezl Tor

lAgriculture and invgded Ottawa by trector, It was the largesi gepthering by far of
any type on Parliazent Hlll, Marching elgint sbreast the ¢sluzmn Took more Lhsn an

dhpur to enter the vast grasé covered square, Oftswa was host to some &0 dignitar-

‘ies from other couniries, including mezbers of the Royal Family, most of whom vielt
I-i Exve, Prince Philip mede three official visits in '£7 to Canada.

The confederation $rain and caravan Journeyed acroegs Canada to tell
the Canadlen story with the ald of life slze models, sound effects, lightning arti-
fagts and pheotography.

I% was an interesting fact that a women helped plan and keep Centenn-
12l year colourful in none other than the Secretary of State, Judy LeMarsh, Fer
this district the most Zzlked about =nd certalnly the zost enjoyed soclal event
which so many local neople attended wae the Centernial Chicken barbecue held in
King City Purk, June 30th, Many local organizatlons worked on thls preject, the

new addition to the park, Over 2000 people (more than the entire nepuiz4tioen of




£ - HIGLIGHT3 - Con'td,
the village) ztcended anéd consumed a ton of chlcken,
Wien the heavy raln czoe after the dancing started, you either had to jam
' into the park tarn, your car or go home., Many stayed and traved the elements %o
iwatch the midnight fireworks and heard the church bells ring in Canada's birthday,
The Laskay Women Inetitute held a2 Centennial Ball in Laskey H°1l 1n Secpt-
enber; eeveral former residents came to this re-union dance and many who dldn't,
wished they had; a Iriendly and soclalble time was enjoyed by all.
llobleton village sponsored a mile long perade zrnd Dominlen Day Delebrat-
ion, The original Boldwln Tarm In Lot 3, Lasgkay was in the news Ligthlignte twice
this year, first in Peb, =nd March when czomeres Degan filming a coleur Movie, "The
Fox®, firet wrliten in book form Yy D.H, Lawrence, 3Jtarring ln the movie are Anne
Heywood, 3-ndy Dennis asnd Keir Dulles, In July the Aurors Banner publlished the
history of the Baldwln farily =nd mills at Aurers; they told of the famlly origin
génd flrot miiis at Loskay on Lot 3,

Laskey Unlted Church for the first time in 1t's hlstory acquired a morning
gervice alter many vesre of an afternoon hour of worship, and were sorry to lose
thelr teloved paslor of 22 years, Rev, M, Jenkinsen to anothér charge,

Three new houses have teen erected in the Lask-y area this year as well
a8 an padition to the old Forge, sone meams fros the West barn on W, Finch's farm
were used in the "Ola Forge® addition, They have been carefully Tinlished aid are
in the open ceiling,

Two well-known leocal couples have celebrated 50 year wedding anniversaries in 1967,
Siry Ellswerth and Lady Flavelle and Mr. and Mrs, James Baxter, both of the 7th con
cesalon,

The O tario Junior Farmers had s centennial project which gave thé owners
of centennlzl farme a plaque to bLe plrced at thelr szteway, Three of these mAwards
weére dlspleved by Mr, and ¥rs. Donsld #illies, Lot 15, Kirg, Mrg.znd Mra, Ross
Folliott, Lot 11, King, Mr, znd ¥rs, Jomes Finch, Lot 1,

3heila Dennett, a Luskny student topred the Cntarle Scholar group in
‘Centennisl year at King City Secondary scnool,

Some locel travellers in &7, Don Barker, by alr, (accompanlied Ly a

group of men from Woodbrldge when they epent 10 ders in Janugry in Ecuader, 3.A.
‘Mr, and Hre, N, MackMurchy had a two weeks vacatlon in Bermuda and Antlgua, Mr, =nd
‘Mre, Harold Docks motored to the east coast accompanied by Kr, nnd ¥rs, F., Campbell,
iwo Llsterical happenings took place in the ridpges of king -nd Hacketts Lake,
Coleonsl z=nd Ers, o.T.K. Btrathy, Lot 13, con. 6, were hoet and hostess to Xoyaliy,
‘Her Noyal Pighness, Princess Alexandra and her husband, HSon, Angus Ogilvy, while

the Princess (whom the Colonel had known for some itime) was visiting in Canada anéd

Bakling & cross-couniry tour, in whiech she and her husband were widely acclalmed as



3 - HIGHLIGKETS - contld.
Jolly goeod Tellows,

Secondly in July a group of senlor boys from Hiehiggﬁﬂa camp at Kettleby
hiked the elght miles to the old Car-ying place, Lhe vortsge Irom Humber Vo
Hellszna FRlver, with the use of modern topographle maps and compasses, the tribe
headed north from Kelly Lske near the "th concession, 1In the first one-quarter
mile they climbed over 100 Teet, one fine example of the mountalins, Hueh was
learned aboul the hisSory, geoprsphy and geology of the reglen.

The Humane Scclety held & country home tour which ineluded the old Stone
Church at 3trange, the MeGlelland and Strethy houses on lotes 12-13 and lots 2-3
seventh cencession,

Locsl liistery was acde a2t Lleydtown achoel, a2 century old 5.8, #15, when
it re-epened 1ts doors to the eager youngsters of the 20th century., The school
wes created for the tesching of natural sclence, hlstery and geegraphy, Hundreds
of King Townshlip schooel children came through the year to see many ltems of hilst-
erical interest =nd learn their histery and how they were used, At the opening of
this tewnshlp area school Board centennlal Project, even the weather duplicat ed a
1%th century condition when snow barixs were z hindrance to the ladies atiending in
1667 siyles with the leng skirts,

Anethner Centennlal dlisplay wortnh mentlon was the nine day antique éls-
play shown at Vandorf in Whitehurch townehily, when an estimated 2000 people vislted
the sntigue show "Threougli the Years,"

Some of our members were guests of Schomburg and lMebleton Instltutes when
they had antique dlasplays, At g Centennial clesing parlyat Ottawa where more than
5000 people braved the élements on & cold wintry night, the Governer-General, Rola-—
na ¥ichener, described the Centennial Celebratiens as a "Watershed 1n Canadlan
History", Like the explorer of old,Canada was cressing a greal helght of land
dividing thie paet from the future, "Hoving psused in 1967, Cznada is now refreshed
~nd ready to resume its Journey., To-merrow isg a day of new departure, a mohent of
cholice and destiny.”

1968 - Lgskay stndents attending University or other ascheols were,

Ian, Mary and Sheila Dennett - KitchenersWaterlpo Universlity.

Beverley Hunt er, Wellingion College, Guelph; vanet 3tuthe - York Universlity-
Toreniec, Lsrs Eif, PRoyal Rogds College, B.C.: Eeth Cslirns, nurse-in-tralilning,
ot, Joseph's Hospital, Toronio; Kirsten EAf, nurse-in-training st Wellesley

Hogpital, T oronte,



YOU ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO THE
LASKAY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
CENTENNIAL BALL
AND

RE-UNION

ON FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 1967 at 8,30 P,M,
IN LASKAY INSTITUTE HALL

¥USIC PROVIDED BY FERGUS LAWSON'S ORCHESTRA
CENTENNTIAL COSTUME OPTIONAL - SPECIAL PRIZES
ADMISSION - $1,50 PER PERSON - LUNCH PROVIDED.,
Mrs, A, MacMurchy MRS, T. WALKER
President L, W.I. SECRETARY ,



First Wedding Ceremony
in

Laskay Womens Institute Hall
July 25, 1976.

Linda Capon and Kevin Savage were married by Mr. J. Kotras in

Laskay Womens Institute Hall on July 25, 1976.

Linda is a Health Care Aid at King City Lodge.

Kevin works for Ronalds Federated Graphics at Richmond Hill, Ontario.
Linda came to Candda from Wendover, England in 1068.

Kevin came from England in 1957.
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THE TORONTO CARRYING PLACE AND PURCHASE

The Furon Indians used trails along both the Bouge and Humber Rivers in their
tradins trips, and war expeditions, and the first settlers followed the same routes.

In the early 1600's Samuel de Champlain, a Frenchman, sent a young lad
named Etienne Brule, to live in the country of the Iuron savages and meke himself
acquainted with their habits and customs. With no companions but primitive aborigines
und 800 miles from any white friends he learned Indian habits and customs too well.
He betrayed his country France and returned to the Huron Indians. He died by
treachary.

Among white men Etienne Brule is undoubtedly the first, as a boy of
eighteen he reachadithe Huron country five years before Champlain, and first
travelled the Humber trail in 1615, as recorded in J.H. Cranston's Book "Etienne
Brule"™ - Immortal Scoundred™. "Brule™ and his twelve Huron companions travelled
down the present Lake Couchiching, through Lake Simcoe and up the Holland River
until they could:-go no further. Shoulderinrs their canoes they completed the long
twenty-mile portasze to the mouth of the present Humber river, which is today lake
Ontarioc. This has since been called the "Carrying Place.™

La Salle crossed the carrying place in 1680 and said "All baggage must
be carried over the crest of high gountaine™. The canoes used by La Salle were
20 feet long, 3 feet wide and each carried about 12 hundred weight of merchandise.

Why the trail ran from the mouth of the Humber and not from some point
nearer %o its source was the fact that all rivers flowlng into Lake OUmtario were
blocked by beaver dans and fallen timbers which the aborigines were unable to
remove. 7The Holland river which was a dead water could not be damned by beavers
=nd was too wide to be obstructcd bty fallen timbers.

This trail accordins to the Indian Pioneer's map went up the West of
Laskay and there was a tenting camp at Hackett's Leke, wirich is now at Lot 13,
end Lot 14, on concession 6, King Township, about 2 miles north of Laskay.

Now a new highway namedd"™i00" between the mouth of the Humber River
and the West branch of the Holland River amd beyond, follows closaly the course
of the Toronto Carrying Place; the main route between Lake Ontario, the Huron Country

and the Georgian Bay in the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries. This new highway
is one-half mile east of Laskay and crosses the Humber Hiver directly east of Laskay.

Between 1720 and 1759 Leke Ontario was controlled by French Posts at

Niagara, Toronto and the Bay of Quinte; the English were disputing their sway and
secured a fair share of the trade.

In 1785 the Humber Holland Trail was surveyed and in September 1787,

the preliminary negotiations with the Indians took place on the Bay of Quinte. The

Township of King is part of the Toronto Purchase arranged by Sir John Hohnson, as



THE TORONTO CARRYING PLACE AND PURCHASE Cont'd.

Superintendent of Indian Affairs and comprised about one-third of York County.
The price in trade goods was paid to the Indians and N=thaniel Lines invoice of
the goods reads as follows: "lemorandum of bales and boxes brought from Catarague
by Mr. Lines to Toronto and delivered to Colonel Butleri=--6 bales Strouds & pieces
each 30 pleces; 4 Bales lMoltons each 10 pieces 40 pieces; 4 kegs hoes 4% each, 196;
8 half barrels powder; 5 boxes guns; 3 cases ghottj 24 Brass FKettles; 10 kigs of
ball: 200 lbs. Tobacco 47 carrots:; 1 Cask containin: 5 Gro. Knives; 10 Doz. looking
glasses: 4 trunks of linen, 1 Hogshead containing 18 pieces of gartering; 24
laced hats; 30 pieces Ribbon; 3 Gro. Fish Hooks; 2000 gun flints;l Box 60 hats;
1l bale flowered flannel 10 pleces; ©§ bales 3 point blankets 16 pair each; 1 bale
Broad cloth 4 pieces; 5 pieces embossed serge; 1 case Barley Gorn beads; 96
gallons of rum".

The totzl number of Indians who had an interest in this transation
wWA&S, men, women, and ﬁhilﬂ.l‘fﬂ, 1,107 perzons.

The exploratory trip which Simcoe made in the Autumn of 1793 over

the whole communication between the Lakes ig the last glimpse of the Humber

Holland porjage. The early survevors were careful to note it's existence when
their lines crossed the old path, but as York county beacme farm land all

traces vanished except at the Horthern and Southern extremities. As soon as

Tonge Street was opened the Humber Holland route was abandon®d.



King Township data taken from Higstorical Atlas of York County, 1878.

From one of the oldest records in the county, the mkmute book

of King Township, commenced 6th of March, 1809. -- Inhabitants names 33.

James Rogers William Hughes
John Doan Joseph Cody

Enos Dennis ¥William Haines
Amos Hughes Jacob Hollinshead
Igsaac Rogers William Tyler
¥illiam Doan William Kennedy
Joseph Doan Henry Harman
Mahlon Doan Isaac Davis
Ebenezer Doan Caleb McWilliams
BEufus Rogers John Devine

Levi Dennis David Love
Nathaniel Gamble, Jr. James Love

Isaac Phillips John Hunter
Isaac Hollinshead Michael St. John
Thomas Taylor Henry Sagle
John Nicol Benjamin Kester

Benjamin Pearson

XKarch 28th, 1809
Total number of inhabitants == 160
Heads of Families == == == 33

May 13th, 1820 = King Tewnship increase in inhabitants -~ 278

1825 " " " 450
1830 " - - 766
lss2 " g ” 2,625
1850 - " » 5,574
1871 " - - 7,482
1881 - v " 6,664

1957 ” " » 9,673



PIONEER'S REQUIREMERTS.

The Surveyor General issued from his office the 15th of July,
1794 notice == "that all persons who have obtained assignments for
land including Yonge Street leading from York to Lake Simcoe unless a
dwelling house shall be built on every lot under certificate of location,
and the same occupied within one year, such lots will be forfeited on
the roads”.

These conditions were required from settlers -

"They must within the term of two years, clear, fit for
cultivation, and fence, ten acres of the lot obtained; build a house
16 X 20 feet of logs or frame, with a single roof; also cut down all
the timber in front of, and the whole width of the lot, (20 chains,
135 feet wide), 35 feet of which must be cleared smooth and left for
half of the public road.”™

In 1796 Yonge Street north to lake Simcoe was cleared and

levelled so that it was possible to travel the route with a vehicle.



PIONEER DAYS

In 1800 when the township was first surveyed King township had 30 settlers.
BY 1830 Fing township had 766 population.

The erection of a saw mill was always the first marked event in the formation
of a settlement in thc bush; as the settlement increased grist or flour mills were
erected. In some cases there were settlers on land before there were deeds granted,
and some were squatters occupying a favorable locatiom in the hope that they would
not be disturbed.

A growing population requires the necessities of life at hand, thus stores
were opened, taverns licensed and in a few years a thiiving villaze, particularly
uhere there is = river or strcam and a good water power.

The first farming in York County was done by methods most primitive when
compared with those of today. Loyalists recalled that a forked trunk of a tree was
at first hauled over the ground by oxen, and that the ground so scraped, was then
sown among the stumps by hand. Some pioneer farmers had the old Bull plough, with
only one handle and a wooden mould-board. Heavy iron tools were used until later
replaced by steel.

In harvesting the flail was carly used to beat the grain out of sheaves,
or horses treaded it on barn floor. In 1816 the "summerless year", almost all the
grain waes frozen off.

Trnere were "bees” for all mammer of activities, both of men and women.
Primitive log houses and barns were erected in raising bees. The same in felling
trees, making hog-heaps and burninz piles and stumps; Women had bees for quilting,

preserving, etc.y and men joined women in husking corn, paring apples, and others,
which were more frolics than work. Cattle and pigs were slaughtered at home and
provided the settler with barrels of salt meat for winter or export.

Bough hewn furniture d4id not give way to finer until there was time and
money to gzet it. Much hard labour was expended upon msking potash and soap from

hardwood ashes; making mople sugar, lime, shingles, boards and numberous other

necessities. TWomen often rose as four in morming to spin flax and resumed that
industry in evening after regular work. From flax was made ropes, harness and mmch
of the first clothing for both winter and summer. Leather was tanned, and boots and

harness made. To save shoe leather, adults and children went barefoot in homes at

all seazsons and outside during summer months.

If sichness came the doctoring was rough and ready, but none the less

effective in most cases. What syrup and concoctions those grandmothers used to

make from herbs and barks that grew in the woods about them. For colds they used



PIONEERS DAYS Cont'd.

boneset, coltsfoot and hoarhound. Jf they had cramps, colic or fits a little wild

turnip would be grated and taken. If they took too much the cure would seem worse

than the disease. For sore mouth there weas gold thread, ssffron for measles,

sarsaparilla and burdock for the blood, onions for the croup.

All kinds of bark,

black cherry, prickly ash, pine, balsam and tamarac, were made into remedies for

various maladies and preserved in plenty of whiskey.

Comparison of Prices;

1853-58 1870

18 1b. - $2.40 sugar 10 1bs. $1.00
1 1b. tea .96¢ .80¢
barrel $6.00 flour

butter  16%¢ 1bv.
Eggs 2 doze=.31¢
raisins .13¢ per 1b.
currants = .9¢ per 1lb.

Print « 18¢ per yard

1948

«9¢ 1b.

$1.10 & up.

$1.75 - 24 1b. bag
+73¢ per 1b.

+40¢ per doz.

«21¢

«23¢ ver 1lb.

.39¢, 45¢, 69¢ per yar
yard.

The first list of prices was taken from a page in the ledger book of

Joseph Baldwin, dated 1840 to 1864.



FENC
The estory of Fences goes back through the dim ages to the very beginning
of man, Always there have been fences or dividing walls or stockades or bul-
warks or hedges of one separating kind or another, Ameongst the few municipal
efficers which the Government of Upper Canada permitted were the fence viewers,
The word "fence " derives from the Latin "fender®, to ward off, implying a
confining or enclosing against human or animal intrusion.

"Good Fences make good neighbour s" - Rebt. Frost "Love your neighbours,
yet not pull down your hedge®, Geo, Herbert. In Canada rural fences have
grown up with the country, Whilst materials psed and construction methods
varied, one might even trace 1t back to the lower animals for what is a
beaver dam but a water fence?

Deer pounds gnd buffale pounds were a form of fencing originated and
used by the Indlans long before the advent of the white man to North American,
Undoubtedly one of the first of our Nerth American fences wae the palisade
surrounding an Indian Village, A fence of posts or thick pleces of bark stand-
ing elght to nine feef high bullt golidly side by side was suppeorted by heavy
crose"lege and an overlapping indirect entrance, In case of enemy attack thls
entrance could easily be blocked Ly heavy legs,

Abraham Linceln in hls day was affectionately known as the "rail
splitter" because of his powress at thlis very tricky Job, Even in these days
snake rall fences meandersd up hill and down dale, Because of sharp angles,
and interlocking Joints, they were strong and solid, but they had two draw-
backs, they sheltered weeds in their corners and they toock up a lot of room,
But served as eating and resting places for harvesters in hot weather,

8t raight rail fences bullt much the same way but lacking the
two bad features of the snake rail fence, They succeeded the snake fence,which
in turn, succeeded the stump fence, which comprised simply large tree stumps
piled in a row, OStumping bees were organized in the long ago pioneer days,wheh
neighbours assembled including their families, and thelir team of oXen and over-
slzed bulding hgmpers of food, conslsting of cooked hame, chlckens, home-made
pork sgusage, doughnuts, ples, cake, buttermilk and rsspberry vinegar, Mestly
the oxen were called Buck and Bright, The soil would be loosened about the
stumps and all except the tap roots cut, then with a "good all-together" steady
pull by the oxen, out came another section of fencing. After a tremendous
gsupper the local filddler cleared a space and 'called—off' for the dancing that
usually followed, accompanied by lusty singing and genuine olitn time frolics,



CES

A foundry at Belton, Ontario, made iron fences of beauty and
dignity. Ornamental fencing is an impertant architectural feature 1n
encloging parks, cemeterieg, reservolrs and public works of all kinds,
The cost of brick fencing in Canada is now so high that 1t 18 seldom used,
A hundred years ago the farmers often made their own bricks on thelr own
farma and then buillt good selid brick houses, many of which are standing
today.

This, then, in brief im the story of "Fences".

Material taken from the book "Fences" written by Harry Symonds, and
' formerly originated through the efforts of his father-in-law, the late
William Perkins Bull, K,C,, B,A., L,L,D, of Peel County, Ontarioe,



PIONEERS AND EARLY SETTLERS

_I800(Eighteen Hundred,)

In I800 the firat survey of the Township of King showed the presence
of tuintﬁ regidents,At this time, Indien trails, and rivers were used
for travel,
DeveRepment

The development of Baukay'uaﬂ'aividud into two parts, The esst and west,
| Eest

In 1832 Joseph Baldwin , who had immigrated to this country two years
hlfbil,-trﬂm.!brklhir! England, settled on the Lot 3, Conocession five,
of Xing Township, on the Esat branch of the Humber River, This property

stretohed from the top of Lasksy Hill to the Church Rosd, on the Esst of
the sixth oongeasion, ' |

During the same year, Joseph Baldwin married Elizabeth Simpson,Her pe=
ople were Quakers and hed oome to this country about the seme time =8 he,
Her native home was Eirby Moorside, Yorkshire England,

" Mr Baldwin had the fromt of his farm sub-divided into village lots, but
d1d not register his plan, On these lots were erected a(Wollen) Woollen
Mill, Genearl Store , ant‘ﬁfriqn, Shoe Shop, Phntog:tﬁh'ﬁnlliry4 Tavern
Cooper Shop, Churoh and parsonsge,
" The mill dam was built nmortheeast of Shields residence, 4 8luice was
dné to take water to the mill, whioh was a Grin;jhill and situated a
little ntnt;nuwn the hill from Shields,
Mr Layman was the miller, Iater the Stevenson Brothers took it over,
The Cooper shop was between Shiel'd ferm buildings snd house, Mr Warrem
wes the gooper. ;

The General Store was built in I845 , at the interseotion of the Mill
Road and Congessioy six, This is its present looatiom-our sole link with
the izdustries of the past,



The mill dam built East of the farm buildings en the Baldwin

Farm, new knewn as Charles Shields,



In 1849, Laskay wa8 suoh 2 busy place there was a demand for e

Post Office, William Munsil, who kept the General Store, was in 1849

appointed as the first Postmaster,

In those days the mail from Toronto was by stage coach to
Bichmond Hill, then it was transferred to & ocarrier, who took the
following route;

Horth on Yonge Street-to what is now oczlled Elgin Mills;

Wwest to Honey Pot - on to Hope;

Then to MoVicar's tavern om Lot 3 - Con,5 - then North-West to the
Mill Road and west on the Mill Rosd to Cona,6 and the Post Office

at Laskay,

Mr., Bowman followed Wm., Munsill as Postmaster snd in

1857 Henry Baldwin was appointed. Sinoe then, the 1ist of Post-
masters is as followa:

Henry Baldwin 1857-62

George S. Beldwin 1863-69

Henry Baldwin 1870-88

Benjemin Rolling 1689-98

George Teasedale 1898-1921

Williem Gray 1922-1923

D, MeCallum 1924

John Glendining 1925

Wilbert MeCallum 1926

| - The Post Office was olosed in March 1926, W, MoCellum wes
r_"ﬂli last Post Master and he was & great-grandson of Donald MoCallum,
“{ Chief MoCallum, who was the first postmaster of Kiné Postoffice, when

it was opened on Lot 8, ooncession 6, King twp., that is, just north
of the Monkman farm),



Joseph Baldwin subdivided the front of his farm into village
lots, but did not register the plan. On this subdivision were erected a woollen
mill, general store and Post Office, shoe shop, photograrvh gallery, tavern and
cooper shop. He donated land for a church, papsenage and graveyard to the
Primitive Methodist Congregation.

He was married the year of his arrival to Elizabeth Simpson,

a member of a Quaker family residing about three miles south of Newmarket,
There not being at that time any authorized minister living within eighteen
miles of their residence, the marriage contract was drawn up by a Justice
of the Peare and witnessed by 2 number of friends and relatives. Four
children blessed the marriage,

In 1844 he was selected to represent the Township in the District
Council, which he fulfilled satisfactorily until 1851, when he was compelled
to retire from the pressure of his own inereasing business.

After the death of his first wife, he married Mrs., Bailey and
they had six children. WMrs. Bailey was the great grandmother of Scott
Smeltzer, who is now a tenant on the original farm.

He retired to the Village in 1880 and died in 1882. Mr. Baldwin
was buried in the graveyard of the Methodist Church, the property he had
previously presented for this purpose. The Baldwin family plot was later
moved to Aurora Cemetery.

The Baldwin family was engaged in the business too. At the
age of twenty, in 1856, Henry was established by his father in a General
store in Laskay. He was subsequently appointed to the position of
Postmaster of Laskay. He held this nffice for over twenty years. He added an
additional business and purchased a carding and cloth finishing mill near
the store. He later enlarged it to treble its original size and capacity.

He also enlarged his store to suit the increased trade.

In 1862, health failing due to strain of business, he toonk
an ncean voyage, sailing from New York to Victoria, British Columbia. He
returned to Laskay in 1869 and friends and relatives prevailed upon him

to return to his old business. He cohducted the store and woollen mills



wDa
until 1882when he disposed »f the general part of the staére.

George was Postmaster for seven years.

Henry Baldwin®s wife and sister, Mrs. lLewis, operated a
dressmaking and millinery business in the four rooms adjacent toc the
store.

In 1897 the carding mill was burned down and the pioneer's
visions of the village expansion faded as the wool business died.

When the wonllen mill was built, there was enough power to run it day
and night. By 1897 the Humber River could not supply enough water due
to.the bush being cleared away.

Descendants and relatives live in Aurora and the surroinding

district. They have cairied on the Baldwin tradition and rhosen careers

in business, education and the medieal professions.

Henry Baldwin
Born 1835
Diea 1888

First Storekeeper
and Postmaster
of Laskay

1856 - 1857




WEST SIDE OF LASKAY

1856

The second development commenced in 1856, when
David Reesor, afterward Senator Reesor of Markham, sube
divided the west fiftysores of lot 4, Congession 6. The
survey was made by Georze MoPhillips' and registered in
1856,

On this property was ereoted a2 sawmill,plaster
.mill. turning lathe mill for making chairs and beds, @8
tailor shop, shoe shop, butoher shop and slaughter shop,

Senator Reesor presented sites for a chureh,
manse and small graveyard to the Prebysterisn Churoh of
Canada, (The history of this ochurch is found on another
page).

Shortly after Laskay was laid out with the
intention of having it ingorporated =s a village, however,
the incorporation was never carried thraugh. 4 sale of

10t was held &t Riohmond Eill and #1 lot was sold for
One Huhdred Dollars,



SENATOR DAVID REESOR.

David Reesor was born in 1823 on the family homestead in Markham
Township, York County; a descendant of a German family, whoffrst camé to
Pennsylvania and later toc Markham in 1801.

David®*s darly education was from the common schools, then three
years private training under a competent instructor. He farmed, was a mer-
chant and manufacturer. In 1856 he published the first copy of the "Markham
Economist™, selling out in 1868. Real estate must have been another side-
line, as he owned the registered subdivision, about forty acres on the west

gide of Laskay, King Township in the 1850's.
When York and Peel counties were united in 1850, he became 2a

member of County Council, and later Warden in 1860. He was known as a
Magistrate, Notary Public and connected with the militia, being Lieut.-Col.

of reserve from 18664,

; David Reesor represented the Legislative Council of Canada
from 1§5n till 1867, when he was called to the Senate. He was a Liberal in
politics, a member of the Methodist Church, although he gave property to
the Presbyterian Church at Laskay. He retired to Toronto in 1876 with his wife,
Emily McDougall,: whom he married in 1848.

The Senator was a great supporter of Loecal improvements
and was a highly esteemed man both in public and private life.



THESE TWO PICTURES AND THE ONE ON THE FOLLOWING PAGE ARE REPRINTS (1958)

TAKEN OFF PHOTOGRAFHS MADE NEARLY 100 YEARS AGO, THESE PICTURES WERE LOANED TO
US BY DESCENDANTS CF THE ORIGINAL BALDWIKS,

{HE HENRY BALDWIN'S HOME, NOW OWNED BY THOS, AND AGNE3 WALKER,

IN THE BACKGROUND, THE FLOUR AND GRI3T MILL,

br 33

The m‘mﬂih; Ing:a to inform the pablie of this [ﬁm
stul surroanding country that be hast opeoed Lis

PH:GTGGHAPH CAR!

Fiwo W hnhﬂﬂmtnhytimrﬁm
i E.Q pnrﬁu%ﬂqg plntum will dﬁﬁ%ll to glve him

THE PRINTED CARD IS A COFY OF THE ADVERTISMENT ON THE BACK OF ONE PICTURE,




THE FIRST LASKAY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE MEETING

A speclal Meeting of the Women's Institute of North York was held in

Lagkay Hall on July 2nd, 1908, an address was given by Migs Millar,

titled As Others see us, a second address by Mrs. M, McAllen on Home

Sanitation and feeding of young children,

A new Branch was then org-

anlized by Miss Millar, the offlcers appointed were

President - Mrs, J.

O'Erien

V. President - Mrs. Wm, Boys

3ec, Treag., - Mrs. Geo, Atkinscon

Directors - Mrs, Norman McClure

Mies May Rose
Mrs, J. Bgan

The name of the Branch to be called Laskay and the next meeting to be

held at the home of Mrs, J, MeCallum, toplec for dlsescuasion, Canfiing and

Preserving,

Mrs, J. M, O'Brien

Membership list for the first year 1908 - 09,

Hazel Archibald

Mre,
Miss
Mra,
Mrs.
Mrs,
Miss
Miss
Mrs,
Mre,
Mrs.
Mles
Mrsas,
Miss
Mrs,
Miss

Mrs.

Hobt, C.Gllllies
Octavia McCallum
Norman McClure
George Atkinson
Wm, Boys

Jennie Orr
Katie Ross

John MeCellum
Thos. Smeltzer
John Lgwson
Kate MeCzllum
Joe, O'Brien
Annie Glass
John Gillies
Lizzie Tzwse

Jag, RHoss

Mise Mze Ross

Mrs, Albert M,rshall
Mre, Jog, Egan

Mies Llzzle Lewson
Migs Winnle Boys:

Mre, Lewlg Gilham
Migs Marpearet McCallum

Mras., Alex, McMurchy.
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MAP - 1856
Photograph of mep owned by Mr, W. Williams showing plan of town and

park lots, and showing locetions of grist end saw mills, also showing
logations of springs located &t foot of Spring St. and om land bach

of lot ﬁﬁ, now owned by Col, Dean,
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HISTORY AND SITUATION OF ORIGINAL BUILDINGS

In the early days there was a tavern a2t the corner of

the sixth and King sideroad, where later Joe 0'Brien had a
blagksmith shop, Dr, Taylor mow has his home on this lot,

Mrs, Willism Boys kitohen was formerly & schcol, the

first school in this distriect, Youm oan still see some of
"r:f'_,’.
the names oarved =bove the door. The teacher was ¥¥s, Crown,

Horth of Mrs, W. Boys was a store, the properitor
being Ben Rolling, father of the late Walter Rolling, who
wea school teacher at Kinghorn for forty years,

Horth of this store was & shoe shop which was later
moved to begome the woodshed of Mrs. Wm. Boys house,

The tailor shop was on Mr, Williams property at
the top of the hill, and was owned by Peter Matheson,

The butoher shop and slaughter house were down
Spring Bfru&t.

The sawmill, turning lathe and plaster mnill were
bach of W, Williams by the Eumber River.

In 1890 there was & flood and all the dams were
washed nﬁt. Mr, W, Williams helped t0 rebuild the woollen
and sawmill dams, In 1897 the woollen mill we® burned down
and never rebuilt,

Mr. Andrew lcClure, formerly of King Creek and now
of King City, well Pemdmbers the flood of June 5%th,1891, when
the Laskay dam went out and a man was sent on horseback to
warn King Creek to lower the dam there, King Creek having two
gates and Laskay one gate, 11t usually took nearly seven hours

for the water to go it's course from Laskay to King Creek,
Mr. MecClure, having been out West in the late 1890's

related to his mother on return that he had talked to a2 man
out West called Nezlon, who said his grandfather, Nealon, had
built the woollen mill at Laskay.



EARLY INDUSTRIES OF LASEAY

Before Joseph Buldlin ;umi 1::1: Laskay in I832, work had been commenced
on & saw-mill and dem, on the north branch of the Humber, but he completed
it, end in the year I849, built 2 flour and grist mill,

East Side of Sixth

' : Woollen Mill
Shoe Shop
Photograph Gallery
Tavern

ﬁunplr Shop

West Side-Developement started in 1866

nmtnr Reesor had the west gide of the sixth divided, and on this
site were
Sewmill
Plaster milll
Parning Lathe Mill(for making ochairs and beds.)
failor Ei:ﬂp
Shoe Shop
Butoher Shop and slaughter house,



Picture of flour mill, built in 1849, situated on Baldwin farm on
South side of lane, looking East,

‘

THE OLD BALDWIN HOMESTEAD

ON THE FARM






MOVING DAY - FEB, 19 - 1960,

LOADING

TAKING OFF

GOOD-BYE LASKAY



MRS, JOSEPH BALWWIN

The secend Mrs, Jos, Baldwin, wae a Mrs, Mary Ann Balley who -
came from England shortly after 1840,

Mrg, Mary Anne Balley's oldest ﬂaugﬁter, was Ellen Ann Balley,
later married to Joseph BSmeltzer, and great-grandmother to Scett and
Pearson Smeltzer of Lasgkay,

When Jos, Baldwin'e gson, Henry operated Laskay store, his
half elster, a daughter of Mrs, Balley had a millinery shop at back
of store,

Henry Baldwin married Betsey Lewls of Markham and his half-
sister, Miss Baliley married Betsey Lewis' ©brother,
¥Mrs, Henry Baldwin (Lewis) died st the birth of twin sons: Gea?ge and
Lewls were raised at Aurera by an Uncle George Baldwin, Henry Baldwin
dled shortly after his wife,
This infermation and plcture were given by Will C, Lewis,
ef Minneapolis, Minneseta in 1963 to Mrs, Pearson Smeltzer, Mr, Lewis!

Mother was the Miss Balley in the millinery stop at Laskay Stere and was
a slster to Mprs, Joheph Smeltzer,

A reprint of phete gent

by Mr, Lewls eof his
Grandmothe r,




ER RETIRES TE EA

Frank Teasdale gave his formula for Happiness this week, "I'd do it all
again, I'd do ex actly the same thing,”

The tall, friendly merchant of Wellington Street East has sold his grooc-
ery business after nearly 40 years, He and Mrs, Teasdale recently bought a
home on the second of King, The Walt Robinson farm Just west of Aurora, and
after his first day of retired freedom this week, said "there's nothing like
1t, particularly living in the country,"

Frank Teasdale bought his store on April 13, 1920, It had been run for
some years by H;H. Scanlon, brother of the founder of the Bcanlon Bakery, who
sold 1t to Archle Murray, former reeve of Aurora and father of the present
mayor, James Murray, and who in turn sold it to Wm, McBride, When the Teas-
dales bought the gtore, Wellington Street was one long mud hole, "the wag-
ons used to be down to the axles,"said Mr, Teasdale, "the road was all in
muddy ruts from the traffic drawing implements from the Fleury implement
worke to shipment at the rallway station, There also was a lot of wagon
traffic to and from Baldwin's mill,

Looking around the modern store, the retired merchant recalled, "we
hardly ever use a 8sCOoOp now, Everrthing is in a package, A few years ago
we uged to have beans by the bag, sugar bt the barrel, and flour in the 98-
1b, bag, and lard in the 56 pound box, The ralsins, taploca, everything was
in bulk, and we used to have barrels of rolled oats and spices,”

Frank Te_sdale grew up in the grocery business, His father, George, had
a general store at Laskay for 38 years and Frank this week remembered getting
up at midnight and driving a team to the 8t, Lawrence market in Toronto to
sell butter and eggs. 1t took all night to drive the 25 miles,

As a young man he came to Aurora and worked in James Whimeter's store
at ‘the corner of Yonge and Wellington, In 1916, he Joined the mounted section
of the Canadian engineers and had three years of service,

It wae at Whimeter's that he met his future wife, then Mise Elsie Wilk-
inson, who also worked there, They were married in 1919, They have a son,
Barton, a chemclal engineer with Canad, Packers in Toronto and a daughter,
Emily, Mre, Stewart Rankin in Toronto and #ive grandchildren,

Mr, Teasdale is a director of the Aurora Agricultural Soclety, a
charter member of the Lions Club, past master of the Rising Sun Lodge, A.F.
and A.M, and served on the board of stewards of the United Church, He hopes
now to have a 1little more time for his Bany hobblies and for Jugt plain relaxing,



PICTURSS OF LASEAY

st,
Taken approx, 1910 -~ Mary Teasdzle is standing on dam,

5 1
i,

Pioture of Leskay = looking North from Leskay Hill, Teken epprox,
1910,

Pioture of Laskay teken from south-west - taken spprox, 1910,



Lagkay Bridges

John Watson of Laskay built
the second bridsxe.

Built in 1905, torn down
19%E,

Harry Aberling, contractor of Scarborough, Ontario built the third bridge.
Albert Ezard a Laskay born resident worked on this new bridge, which was finiehed
in 195?-

"m, Ham and Pearson Smeltzer were night firemen to keep steam up to keep the

concrete from Treezing,



LASKAY UNION BRASS BAND

Some years before the first preat wer, about 1905
tc 1910, Laskay had & brass band, This band was led by

Abraham Carley and often played at fall fairs,

LASKAY U HION

g :
i AND
L,___ N s B s Bod Y

Bagh Row ( left to right)

: LEws SceTT
Ed, Brnwn,=§!!kpﬁiti:n; Charles Ross, Dunc, Sinclair, Den Rewlings,

Elmer Carley, Bob Farren, Herb. Rosa,
Front Row (left to right)

John Carley, R, Singlair -~ D, MoDonald - Billy Spragge - Ab, Carley
ie MgGalium - sarle Patton - Dune, MeDonald - (leader

Wn. Ham - absent when piatura'takﬁn_

Mr. Carley taught sohool in Kinghorn, Hope, Vellore, snd Leskey(SvTwamee)
which was hie lest school, He died at Laskay in 1913, He always

naa & band

Lagkay Hunt Club
"South Mapneteawan"

Fall of 1912
8 deer, 1 fox, 1 mink & pertridges.

Members

Dunean McMarchy, Archie Gillies,
a visitor, ¥m. Gould, Bobby Melson,

[l

D. G, Paton & Frank Smeltrzer.




FALL FAIRS OF THE PAS®

King township agricultursl sogiety dates bach beyond
Batn. 15 vu s S oS ERtiy | uet LAY
there is 2 bill poated on & side wall, which shows that in
1862, the annual exhibition of that year was held inthe
Village of Laskay,

1t is interesting to see what was inocluded in
the shows of that period., This bill lists exhibits of
"horses, cattle, swing, roots, dairy produce, oarriesges
end implements, leather and leather goods, ladies! orochet

ana other work™,

Fall fairs were more important then as every
village had its industry. Goods of loo2l manufacture and
handiorafts were exhibited and sales were made,

Some of the old timers say they can remember of
geeing or being told that the horse races were run off
on the stretch of ground on the sixth between Mill Street
and Spring Street.

In those early days the exhibitions were held
in difrerént parts of the town ship alternately but as
Schomberg had good grounds and a2 race track it beocame

the place of the anmmual fair,



FETRTRREEFEERT
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Teken in 1912 - the first brick school.

Miss B. Wiley - taken in 1910 - teacher.




THE FRAME SCHOOL

Built between 1850 and 1860




STRANGE SCHOOL ~ 1896

BACK ROW - left te right
1-Belle McCallum (Brewnlee),2-Kate Resg Port, 3-Maggle Gillis,

4_Octavia McCallum McQuade, 5-Kate Sutherland, 6-Isobel Lawsen Fergusen,
7=-Agneg Baldwin, 8-Lou O'Brien, 9-May Alkens Egan, 10-Tillile Watasen,
11-Fergue Carmichael, f2_Maud Dickensen Mgckle
Znd Row
1-Ben O'Brien, 2-Ben R ess, 3-Mze Regs McCallum,4-Frank Dickinsen,
5--Duncan Ress, 6-Jennie (3illies, 7-Nerman Carmichael,B8-John Lawson,

ré Row
l-Garnet Bueltzer, 2-Harry Rickinsen, 3-Herb Ress, 4-Wilbert Dicklnsen,
5-Fred Willis, 6-Themas Lawsen, 7-Herb,Smeltzer, 8-Elmer Carsen, 9-Bert Ress,
10-Mel MeCallum, ll-Jehn Willils,
4th rew 1-Thurea Burten, 2-Jean McCallum, 3-Mary Hane McDonald, L-Bertha Jenkig
5-Leura Gpraham, 6-Alice Burten, 7-Miss Tinline, 8-Mable Rawlinge,Hellingshezd,
9-hkate Ireland Ruthven, l0-Laurs Patten, 1ll-Elle Marsghall Campbell, lZ-Jennle
Rawllings Egan, 13-Annie Archibeld Evans, 1U4-Ethed} Patten,
5th Rew 1-Wm, Graham,&z—nwnuan Sinclair, 3-Elmer Beys, L-Alfred Smelser,
5-Herb Archibalé, 6-Denald Rawlings, 7-Cherles Ress, 8-Ed, Patten,
9-Herb Patten, 10-Rey Dickineen, ll-Ada Irelsnd Cameren, lZ2-Margaret McCallum,
13-Elizasbeth Lawsen Glgse, 1li4-Ethel Jenklns, 15-Ethel Carsen,



STRANGE SCHOOL - 1896 - cént'd,
6th Rew, l1-Burton, 2-Mable Carson, 3-Beatrice Rutherferd Rees,

4_Harry Irelsnd, 5-Aubrey Marghall, 6-Earl Patten, 7-Duncan McDenald
8-Hareld Watson, 9-Eddie Smith, l0-Norman McMurchy, 1ll-Sephia or Annle
Andrews, 12-Ha,el Archibald Wellesley, 13-Donalda Sinclair ¥Williams,
14-Myrtle McCallum Sinclair, 15-Pearl Smeltzer McNaughten, 16-Flerence
Relling,

7th rew - ley-Frank Tezsdsle, 2.Wm, Ir eland, 3-Scett Graham, 4-Chgs,Burten,
5-Geo,Williaxs, 7-Dalsy Creeks, 8-Mable Smith, 9-Wesley Smith, 10-
ll-Bertha Archibald, 12.Vielet Archibald Gates, 13-Sinclair Twins, Gerdon
and Rey,



STRANGE PUBLIC SCHOOL - 1922

Back rew.

Irene Gillies, Annie (illham, Margaret Hunter, Miss Oulda MacMurchy (tezcher)
Elgie Egan, Vera Hunter, Roland Harvey, Wm, Gillham, Wesley Hamilten,

2nd, Row

Gladys Beowen, Adella Lagwson, Helen Hunter, Velma Lawsen, Derethy Bewen,
Winnie ©0'Dell, Frances Watsen, Ma garet Bewen, Ruth Baldwin, Edythe Glass,
Nerma Ash,

rd rew,

Garfield Ireland, Lesglie Glass, Herbert Wellesley, Renald 0'Dell, Donald
MeCallum, Douglas Wellegley, Beth Baldwin, Jean Watsen, Margaret Murdock,.
Frent rew,

Albert 0'Dell, Rey Ezard, Wm, Murdeck, Alfred O'Dell, Wm, Bewen, Marvin Hunter,
Arthur Greenbury, Nerman Bewen, Fred Harvey, Albert Ezard, Andy Gerden,
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THE FIRST DAY AT

SCHOOL

Why are my eyes se misty?
Why is my heart se full?
Teday, for my wee laddile,

Is his first day at scheel,

Time is se fast in passing,
Or, seo 1t seems tTo me--
Yesterday he was the bgbe

I fondled on my knee,

There he stands befere me, new
A sturdy wee man,

A werld gwalts his "“try"* te win
And T feel he can,

At last the moment cemes, when
I stand beside the gate
As a young 'recruit! of six

Joine a 'veteran' ef eight,

As they walk, he smiles, and turns,
And waves his hand te me,
I watched him as far as the

Eyes of my heart ceuld see,

Te cheer thies wee bey O'mine
The Dear Lerd knews I tried,
The bey himself never knew

I turned my head and cried,

He's home ggain, He likes ift,

., His tengue wags en and on

As he tells me ef his scheel=day
And the things he's done,

That's why my eyes are misty,
That's why hisg heart is full,
Teday, for my wee laddie,

Was his first day at scheol,

Rev, Mgrtin R, Jenkinsen
United Church, King,



HONOR ROLL - 1914 - 1918

Roscoe Phillips = made the supreme secrifice,
Harold Camobell

Lorne Campbell

Harold Boys

Aubrey Marshall - made the supreme sacrifice
FPrank Teasdale

James Allen

Thomas Wise

Charles Williams

William Bowler

Geor:e Tate

Percy Butler

Sidney Stratford

Wallace Marchant - made the supreme gacrifice
John Mullen

Frank Rolf

John Kewell

Chester VWard

Harry lalseed

sidney Goodswain

George Bainbridse

John Stubbs

George Howard

samuiel Moss




world Var of 191£ - 1918

Going through the records of the Laskay Institute Eranch minute books
it 1s very gratifying and commendable to the then members and community that they
were such generous and unselfish people for the magnificent plece of patriotic work
that they contributed.

Over Seven Hundred Dollars wne raised from concerts,soclals, canvassing,
tickets sold on autograph quilt,ete. Besldesz this the bales of clothing, hospitsl
sudplies, knitting and sewing and packing boxes that was accomplished.

In the Fall of 1914 the neighborhood was canvassed for dunatinn%, and
$107.00 was realized which was to be divided between the Patriotic Pund and the
Hed Cross.

In March 1215 clothing was collected for Belgian Heliefl, &2 yurds of
Shaker flannel wae hought for $5.58, and made up for Red Cross Bale. 12 shirts, 25
pairs socks (many socks ziven| were sent in this bale., Before M=y 30(more palrs of
socks were sent to soldiers.

From May 1215 40 1216 were sent two Lalos of hospnital supplies, numbers
of pairs of socks, U58.58 %o Red Cross. An Autographed Quilt made reslized nearly
$80.C0. The quilt was sent to a Canadisn hospital in Prance, the =oney used to tuy
materials ,and yarn to sew and Imit [expense quilt lining and butt - .70§).

In 1916~17 term there were 36 paid members. A ,10¢ tes in June realized
¥5.00. A bagaar and candy sale brought §15.45, comcert and quilt proceeds $111390.

5116.25 was paid oui for y=rn. $56.75 for pyjama materisl and shirting. Socke and
bales of sewing besides 24 bLoxes to soldiers at Zaster. $68,25 was realized for

Junk #0ld. Pald to Red Cross Tresns. 279.55. Pald out to mmterlsls,yarn,etc.’251.08
1°17-1912 - Patriotic receipts for past year 255.57 plus dalance 310,23,
Zxpenditures J62.14 for yarn, postage $1.10. 299 pairs socks knitted, 211 pairs
gsocks gent direct to Prance, value - 7262.76. 14 pairs mitts - velue £10.50 - 58 pairs
socks sent to Hed Cross - 00 pairs still on hand.
In 1918-1% = balance $2.56, coniributions and collected J34.65.
Entertmium;nta +89,00- sale of Junk 522,86~ total J146.50. Spent on ysrn $65.70.
160 palrs ;acks knit in jyear.
There was & §93.00 balance in Psatriotic Pund when wss work wus adjourned,
und was later donated, 250100 going to Soldiers Clut &t Fing - J43.00 going to hospitsl

in Hewmurket.






HONOER ROLL 1839 - 1945,
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Clubine, Alvin

o - a
Leflerldire, Ol

——

Lzard, alberd
Szard - Russell
Egard - lMurray
Fladu -~ llomeo
Kerr - Ted
=2c0tt -~ Henneth
sullivan - Dan

vhittle - Geoffrey

Vioods - Ivel

S




Second World War - 1339

Again pur country is involved in war and again the selfsame effort is made

at hiome to send relief, comfort and supplies to the war torn lands.
it the Yeginning of the war nearly 250.00 worth of wool was bought, Hed
Cross Donatiosng, colleciions $135.20.

From May 1940, to ¥ay 19%41- collections and donations - $80.00. Red Cross

Donation §74.00 - Teoronto Telegram Britizh Relief Fund $15.00. Central Relief Pund
5400

Prom June 194) - May 1942~ Donations to Br. war victims fund $50.00- Jam
for overseas $25.00 - Rusgian Relief $25.00 -Doxes were packed t.is yesr too.
Sevwing and Mnitting sent in - 17 swesters - 33 prs.short socks, - B sockees -

56 pairs mitts - 13 scarfs = @ cardigans — 4 veirs pyjamss - 3 boys shirds -

1rs bloomers — B woren's aizhtgown: —~ £ quilic - {1 paira seammen's socks.
From 1942 = 43 — ten &itty Lugs were packed for the Huvy Leaguc.

Rissian Relief -~ $£25.00 Lurora Branch Red Cross $25.00 - 41 pairs socks =

28 sweaters - 1 scarf = 21 pairs mitts - 14 pairs seamen's socks -~ 24 women's
nightgowns - 1l cardigsns - 8 pairs sockees - 2 pairs child's bloomers - 8 pairs
pyjamas - 3 Woy's shirts - 3 quilts

1943-44, Donations to Aurorz Hed Cross $50.00 -~ Postape on boxes $£0,.00
22 boxes valued at ¥3.00 - $66.00 - Gifts of candy and cisurettes, also sent
44 = péirs_ﬂm&kﬂ — 48 pairs mitts — 15 swesters - 40 helmets - 3 pairs ladies
sockees = 7 ladies cardigans = 4 baby bonnets ~ 5 ladies nightgowns - 11 shirts-~
10 slips~l1l2 boys shorts and shirts - 3 pyjamas — 3 blouses = & quilts.

1944-45, DBoges were sent out every two months to local boys until July
1945, -Also gum and cigarettes were sent - Donstions to Aurora Branch red cross
$25.00 - 188 articles turned in - 11 pairs socks sent in parcels.

A total of $655.00 was spent on 131 boxes valued at $5.00 each. Seventy-
five percent of box contents was donated by Institute memers and friends.

From $402.00 raised by mesns of Tuchres, a danee and bagaar, $200.00 went
for box postage - cigarettes and candy, and w132.00 was spent on & "Welcome Home"
to the ?.nnr.l boye.

Red cross activity spent $292.44 which purchased surplies of yarn, Jjem and

gquilt supplies. Dlontarions to Hed Cross, Hussian Helief and 3British was

victims Fund.



Second World War -

Thursday evening, January 3lst, 1946, the members of Laskay Women's
Institute, sponsored a Velcome Home Banquet for all boys in our neighborhood
who went overseas, numbering fourteen.

The hall was tastefully decorzted with flags and the colour scheme
was carried out in red, white and blue; red and pink carnations on the tables.

Menu
Tomato Juice
Hoast chicken
Mashed potateoes Peas, carrois
Salad, pickles celery, red jelly
Bread - rolls
Ple Tarts

Tea

& short program chelired b Hev. 1l Jenkinson of Laskay United
Chuch was done. ¥isses Mary and Gwen S:ith favored us with an instrumental
duet. Irs. Zeta Hichards =nd Miss lelen Hunter sang duets. !Mrs. Muriel ERiddell,
favored us =ith a sole. !}r. Jenkinson proposed the toazst to the boys sud Eemmeth
Scott very ably responded.

Another highlight of the evening was the presentation of Infttialled
wallets containing ’5.0& bills and 2 written address prepared and read, by
Mrs, Ruth Finchj wallets vere presented by idella Lawson.

Guests of Honor were Bussel Ezard, Murray Ezard, Fenneth Scott,
Alvin Clubine, Norman Etheridge and Mrs. Mary Whittle ([ in absence of her
husband in England.
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