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In th" y<>"r 1872 • there "ere three B8pti~t faMilies In the neighborhood of Rveraley:

Robert '!ort:'.$n and "ife; JAm"" HutchiMon end Wif8; end Gnorgo nornan enn \life. 'I'hey drov" tlIllny

m11"" to worship with Second King (PottAgevill,,) end sonsUMa the Markh"" churche", In tr.e

autut:m of that )I"er, J. B. Moor... of th.. Markham church, and PMtor Wright of Second King, hdd

speBid ""1"'1",," for five "'''eke in th" public school house. (King) 'I'hes .. "ere well attended

eoo a nu",b"r ""r" converte<l, and tuent~ of the numb"r ",Pro, n.ptiZl'IIl by R"". J. B. 1'.00,." end "

ehurch org8nl~ed. in January 1872, with" ""mh~nhip of t""nty~8even. I'e"tor Wright and J. B.

Hoore usisting In the organiZation and 8180 in the recognition, "crvics.. on January 2J, 187J.

Others taUng pert \.IFfl'e Deecon Hoocl1rf" aOO ~ker, end Broth<rr H''m~er~o'" frOM the Harkh"",

Church. De"eon T,."neh and Brother J.leLauchlin fro., 2'1<1 K1r.t;.

The building CO""ittM lost no time in purchasing a lot and building a hou."~ of

"onhip, "":leh "all open&! D.-e".,her 28th, 1873. th" Rov. Yilli"m Ste""rt of Toronto preaching th"

oponing ""MOice in the "",rning aOO Rev. John Torrance of Yorkvill .. in the "ft"rnoon. Ja""'"

Ross "as t"te first church dprk. folloueil in a f"" I'lnnt'la hy Charles Ilorlll8n, "'ho h~ld thi~

oUice for t'Jree y~arll. George l,or""n ""S th,m "p!'Oinwd. and hcl.d offie" contim.oudy for

forty-five yeurs. H" "M elso n.."oon for thirty.."ix yean.

Rlder ~ll!ht served 8a pastor of this ohureh and In(\ King (Pettsgeville), until

April 1874. The Chu..oh "t that time ep!>l:!<'<1 for" "tud"nt pastor for the IIu"",rr "00 Tho".

'.I1111a"",on co",m"nc<!d h1s labour" April 15th, continuing until Septe..ber 2Cth, 1874. During

the next few "",nthll the church """ ~uppli<>d by rlHf.,r.,nt spc"ker" until !lovpmb.... 28th, 1875,

a cdl "'M aor."ptud hy Rev. Mr. Grant to thf! 2nd King and F.ver~ley ch'~rche<l, which continu<o<l

until Dece"'ber 1878. Rev. Willie", Gar.,y. pAstor of ~:arkhal'l church ~up?lied for OM year ",h..n "

call to b~coQ''' pastor was accept<>d, and continued until llov"",bcr 1881. At thill ti .... the

chu..ch resolVed to apply to thO) Hnrn<! M1.. ion Boar<! for airl in eupporting a pes tor, "ith the

understandin8 that an epp01nttllent b" opened in Au..ora, the l-lis81on Boerd !:ranting em.co.
Rev. P. G. Robertson accepted the pa~torate, c"",,,,,encing Nove","h.,.,. 27th, 1881, resignin!: in 1885,

during "hleh tice the AuroJ"o church .eS oJ"r,eniZed. Deacon~ Goorgo Norr\8n an<l Mart1n Eutehinson,

takinl! an active part 11\ pu"che~ing the lot aoo buildi1\g " chapel, they hol011\g the d ..ed until

trueteM ",,,e aPl,01nted; fifteen l'lemben ",,,re ~is",iMe<l frol'l thf! Aurora church and taking an

afternoon "",...,ioe 110 that the ~urOl'a churoh could have a morning end eveninl! e"rvic". During 1885,

the churOh "'aa aupp11<'<1 by .tud'''''-t4, Il.,.,. D. lJ. Cohoe eooaptinr, thf! pe~torat", rp ..... in1nl! 01\e year, J



-,-
H"". J. ~. 30'-'''''0,. become p<>.tor"ln Jan"...)' 183'1. ord.lne<! 1n 110)' of the uc.<': ~... Sone of thou

toHng port "Cr. !lev. C. A. Cook, oroin.tlon .",'..,nf Re\', ):lMr. ~...rrl" ch.r-IV" to ehuroh, put<>r.t.e

oontinuoo until ~!,,'n 1st, 1889. PhM "'er. "",jer"',)' .t t~. 1.:1"" for tho ro...",01 ot tho chapel to

to" Vlllege of ~lne. which wU COl"U~.W 1" lS6Q 'U\<l~.. tfle f>/l.tnrot.e or B~n.l.mn 0""1 ... , ••u"",er

Hud,,"t. ~" ••oept<:d. eall to ".c"". po8tor 1n S.pt.~b"r IS$", .r.d "'0_ ordoln<'<! on Hoy 28th, 1$90.

Rev. Pr. rh ...... puoc'Ung til<! ordl""t1on .~r""n, P.m. Tho"". Elne~'~' charco to ehuroh, It.v, '<J.

Iiolk",., cllo,'ge to e.<I<i.!cotn. Rev. B. Dovlo" "o'lWtod, H",",,~ 8th, 1891. Rev. In.. Hol11ngth~od,

laU or Enghn<l, .~rv-<l tho ehUl"ch feo" Augl'ot 1801, to ,lu"o 18"6. 4mro" t ....l.e he" .... po.tor In. lH,

18'1), omaln"" June 28th, 18'J$ wHh t"". II. II. Io'Mk> pr".o~lng to" orMootlo" '.".OI<In, R"". Dr. Tho"""

.horl;e to oo,,,Udow, Rov. Porker e~hrce to .hu'·eh. H~ re'll'l'od 1n 1\J\1, end Cooree L Sproeua,

pa.tor t .....~ Oetokr 1901, to OCto1>",. 1902. The oh\lroh ent.,"toln<><' tile Torento k..oolotlon 1n June 190Z,

~hleh ~e' not<!<! for 1to brce ot~n~.no" one! t:r""t .p1r1tuol [XIwer, '''''u'_ lZO d"l~cat"" preoent

during ita ..""iono. Charlee C. P.Mk beco"", l"'t.tor Feb. ZZ, 1'lO3, Whlch ~rt'linote<! 1>y n.oth on feb. 9,

1905, ort"," • "".t .uee"..tuJ. po.torot>!--""eh lov"<l by all. EJ"n",t Slng."'" ourp}1ed tor the Ou"",~r of

1'lO5, and 1n Ootob~r of thot ""or, L. H. Vol_ ••certe<! p,,"tor.te, contlnu«l until 19t5. t. J. U"<:M"

oo.eptod a call but onl)' r""",lnoo • fo~ Nlnt~o. I."". Joe'" Streohan, 19f'.9-1'1ll••'. e. P.oKondr)',

May 1911, r""lgn,.l M.reh 1'l13. It"". '.i ... SP<JMcr 1?13-1?1t>. I.",.. J. C. Seott 1917·1g21. Itev. ~oOreeor

.tu<!ent po.tor, In21_1025. Rev. '•• D. :~.1kl"haM, ~,."ll JJlt~, 19:<6, to S~pt"M~r JOth, 19U. H tile

clooo of th1. pa'teut<>, w" dnoided to ,.parete frOM ~uror" C~urc~, end .ppli-d to Ho,," ~ .. lon

Bo.rd to be"o~e " ."""or .tutlent thld, orv:l .uppll'ld h)' .tud"nta fro" r"'~"'.tcr Unlvc,.,Hy "nrlng "l~ter

MO~th•. This proved very ut1.hctory until th" Un1ver.H)' novo<! to 1I.<>.11ton. ~. JI. Sinclair .erved the

church very acoeptable for tV" )'n.r. n" .U1dent !>".tor, 1'129-1<>)0. In July J'lJ('l, .<>cond K1ng



approsohort us, .ugg~tjnR we unite, .~ al.o the ~~ttlehy Churoh, the thr~e ohurohes torodng o~e

Held, uooer OM p8Hor, M it would be diffioult to be .~rved oy student> tro", HanJlton. 4!ter

""".ulting with ~e"b~," of the H~"e Nlooions Iloor<'., Rev'. C. Schutt, ..no J. C. C."","on, it wo'

d""i';"! to unite and occept their pMtor, Hov. 1\. L Turner ., postor. A. C. Sinclair withclr."i~e

in Sept. l-Ir. 'rurnM" took the ohuse ,t th.. t tot.... an<! rn""in<>d OM y"or, r,,,,,. H. B. !lerdy b""o~e

p<lotor 'Iov. Bth, l'l:ll.

A por'oMg~ hilS b<~n pU,""haoed uhioh we a,.., eooc8Vour1ng to l'I'y for hy .""chl .u""criptio~

or<! rent. Th~ p..r'OMBc i. the hou"e th.t C""rge nor,,"~ hunt 1n King, wh~n he op"".. t-.l e wood ..n<!

cod e"""ol1.h",ent .. t the r ..n".y ••",tion.

,lftor J!r. Hordy, ca"" R"". John Callouay, rr<>n 1"38 he gtlVe up in 1042 to work in a uor

pla~t 1n ~oronto, hut re.... inPd 1n tt,n J'Ilr"o~ag'" untH I."'. Harry ;.;nson 08"" 1n Juno 191.2-Junp 19l.S.

Th"" cane n.v. 1I•. r,. S~"ll~.'", follow~ hy l.ev. C, A. H;,rt, P'"""ent n1nist~r.

Th~ Xing Cit,. r.htrr'oh, UM n"~..c ").pthel", aft~r it been'" •• t"hllshPd in ·.he viller,e.

Hi.s P!"h'r u•• baptizeO in E~th~l Church, "00 1. thr. ol~~t l1ving ~enbar. 3hp tock ov~r the Church



t .....urenI!lip r...... lIB. GeoTJIO .......1'. &Dd ""tHJ~ 1~~• ..-~MII! In "tn_ t"r ~...t7 ,....rs.

$'" 1. u.1l1 ~..._lt'" • ..,....to..,.. Ut!f.lr"- u .- ~lIrer.

I>opU•• 1. by 1"""'1"". n... n ... t ,,-pu..ral .....-~~•••~ thl.~~ (1:1.0. n."","), .... 1"

\"·e -.... R~.,.,. M..r t'" .Ul.ll". P""•• tIl t...... ~r... nt I'l_tl"... "I t .... hl,lJ.t e""...." 1. t"" ~apU'tr'7•

• ouo,.,t '-"rl<, •••H) 1" U'••

! el~r. t~" o,",re!> "r •.•• O""'"~t t.~~ ... ".:Ht. t~..:· ",,0<1 '..0 l,..,..'r.I' In Ferguoon'. Po"..!

.t '·n"'l~T. 4t t."t tlr"'......~ \ll>uld ""eo. .'lop _ !>olr 1" t,"" I""••~ Ir-..... t'""",~



KING cIn mintO CHURCH

The eerHest r.cords of thls Jo:etho,llst tphcopd coneret,ation ara dat.d 1365 when

tha villas. wes c.lled Sprlnehill. Thh church wes part or the N.......rl<.t circuit ..hich

included es ...n .. lI_rket church. Spring!liU. Lon's Branch (T_peranc.vUhl, Lodg.

Roo. Branch .nd JewUt Branch.

Yor ..any ,ur. I:r. Ceorge c~.....,. had conducted a Sunday School in • ""'.d..r1&"t' •

• hop ..... icll occupied the rront of the lot ..h Kr. b,.ond Burt IIOIC ltvu. In 1171 Kr.

C""rp;e ca.....,. ~v. the land on Ktll& Street ( the .it. of the unHad Church) fot' a

church to 1>& built, and the bullclll\t; ..a. c...phted tllat ,Nr.

Ttl. Canada ChrleUan .\.dyocatt ...cordeod the openlr-.r; ce..->nle. as folIo... :.

"em J ,.,. 7, 1m the 5prln«hlU Methodist Eph:opal Churcb ...... dedicned. Blshop

Rich&relaon p clled at II)!; .l..~., Rev. J. Garellner, editor of Canada Chrhti.n Mvocat.,

n 21 P.~·., .nd R.... Jolin G..t"Y, 1.£ent of Up~r C.nade Bible Society, at 61 P.V. Bhhop

Richardson .......idently directed In hie eelection of tha Uxt. and In tile presentation

of itt t ....th. n ..aed f",it ron_eel in a f .... hours. The Bishop sustained Ills ...putation

and the otller lientluen IUde an enviable one,"

A Tes Muting was held on If.onday evening January 8th. Speakers were Blahop Rlcharel..,n

Brothers Gnrdlner, Bradshaw, Curts, and other tthnted &"ntl"",en. Rev. A. Hunt 1. pastor,

The clapboard church cost $1,)~O.OO not includlRK • lot of free work, Brotller

Gardiner ....nated finances weU, ably assisted by ,Is...,. '.;0&"•• They had $1,)74.00 in hand.

!!ev, T, Art:ue, in Sprln&h1l1 rt'Olll 11166 t.cl 11169 is the rather of the SprlJ1thlll

appcllnt..ent. Th" parsoMJ"e was located in kiRt;lIorn in Uln, a beautiful &toni houee,

today owned by Mr, !;verton s.tth.



The branches of the l·:ethodi~t denOlllIJloltion united in 1383 and the Sprine;h111 congreg_

ation th"n bec""" p.rt of t.he Bradford district. of the ~thodht. ChUNh. For a U ..e in

lR9), PurpledUe ..as also pert. or th" _. circuit. T1'I. parsonae..... built. on Keel.

Str••t In lA87.5_. ot f."iUn proooinent. in ".rly ....."0""'..... O.rrew, Lloyd••int..r, "elh, r .....

l1.;1.cl'l"l1, DII'O'ls, Clubi"". Carley, >:Ort....n, Crossl"", J,...in, Gordon.nd Elllot.t..

::;"'.."n youflll: ...n o~ t.Me. conr;r"t.:.t.lon envre<! t.lle .1nlstry:_ E. Redditt, A. tter,

Arthur y'c1(ens1e, ;';ul"y rox, Hbert Le...,., D. O. Croul":r, T. H. Cro.sley. R. L. "'ree

bec"'" " ••die"l lIisalonary.

An auxi1ial~ of the Women's wls"ionary Society was &reani~ed in lA95 with eleve"

..~bers, and the following officer.:-

Pr""ldent _ l:r•. J. Jackeon
Vice PN~ • • nd Recordint; 5ee. :n. C.rl""
Corr. s.c. _ J.:rs. ~:. W1nur
7r ~r ~ :-:ra. I:unn
ot.!>" _boors ..ere :n. ~rt;e, ::r•. G.rrew, I:"". KaU, !>;rs. B...t.t.,
In. Latt..r, I:"'. Leec', !:r•. l-:a.on



In 1925 this r:ethodist conzreg<ition entered the United Church of Canada and

joined Laskay and Teston to constitute one circuit.

In 1928 the church was renovated and at the r-dedication services Re',. S. D.

Chown of Toronto was the guest preacher. RAv, A. H. Halbert was pastor.

Tto par~01uLe on Ke~le Stree~ destroyed by lightnine in 1944 was rebuilt on

the same site the followine year, at a cost of :;7,500.00. All church records were

lost in the fire.

In 1948 the chancel of the church was re~mod",lled. A Copy of Sallman's

"H"ad of Christ" was given by the Davis family of Newmarket) two chairs for the

pulpit platfom by !:rs. John new Sr. and the centre chair by r:rs. George Stone.

\'.'01.1.;1<'.s AJSOCI,;TJON

For many years the \\1.1·,.5. Auxiliary and the \~omen's Auxiliary !'let as one

and tosether carried on the work of both. Th"'re were two treasurers, one for W.A.

funds, one for W.I-I.3. auxiliary contributions. In the early forties the W. A.

work '''as discontinued until in 1949 a W.A. group was organhed with ,-irs. A. J.

Gordon as president. Since that time the following have held that office:-

Mrs. Austin Rumble, !(rs. GMrge harvey, !~rs. I. ~. Scott, j,crs. Edmund Wallas,

l.Jrs. Gordon Orr, Ijrs. Donald Hadwen.



Because church records Were destroyed in the fire of 19""4, there is no list

of pr~sidents of the 11'.1-1.S. audliary durine the y",ars since its first president

Mrs. J. Jackson was leader. But among the presidents succeeding her were i-irs.

i·:. Winter, !·:rs. 11'''1. Carson, I~s. George Garrow, J·:rs. George Stone and Ers.

James Patton, and 1n later Jlears I·!rs. Colin Stewart, 1·U's. I·:. R. Jenkinson, l~rs.

H. G. Ratcliffe and I-irs. I. "'. ;>cott.

UNITED CHURCH ~Ot!EN

In January 1962 the \'loman's 1'~is5ionary Society auxiliary and the Woman'5

Association combined to form the United Church Women (u.c.w.l to which all women

of the church belong. !·!rs. Donald Hadwen was the first president. The members

were in four groups, two evening and two afternoon groups, The W.J.1.S. group

on joining the U.C.W. had 27 members and 2 associate members and their free-will

off"rings amounted to $312.00

THE 3UNLJAY Sl:HOOL

The SUperintendents of the Sunday School have been:- George Garrow, Benjamin

Lloyd, E. D. Davis, J. A. I~cDonald, George Stone, Colin Campbell, Henry Hambly,

J.A. Leece, John I!cAllister, John Dew Jr., Harvey Folliott, 11rs. Walter Gellatly,

Laurence Scott, Glen Ferguson



'tHl': CHOIR

Th" follovine bve been choir leaders:- Mr. Carley, l:r. J. Ill. Crossley, !:1as

Verna Winter. I·:r. John Ikw Sr., ~~rs. A. g. Lunau, Mr. &: ~:rs. Reynolds, Hias Verna

Carson. Jol.rs. Ward (Queenie Charlotte Crossley) John 0- Jr., In. Elooart Patton

(Verna Car.sonl l:r. J. N. Flucker

Jut;IOR CHOIR

A children's ChOir was organized by ~~s. Harold Gilbert who then was leader

with Mrs. A. Davidson acco::lpanist. !·!rs. Gordon Orr is nOw lead"'r. (1963) This

choi.. assists in the church serYice once a ::IOnth.

CRADLE ROLL

!J..rs. Harold Kirby, Lead"'... The :le.b"rs ate children ot pre-suoday school

age. Since the w_en's groups becam'" one, the Saby BarK!. pa ..t ot the W.l~.S.

organization merged with the Cradle P.oll.

In 1962 the chancel was ..e_a....anged with reading desk as well as pulpit

and new stairways wert! built fo .. safety in case of !'ire.

The ...inist"'rs in the KiIl6 cha ..ge have been:-



11ETHODIST EPr~COPAL

1865 - Rev. J. Curtis

1R66 -69 Rev. T. Argue

1R70 - 71 Rev. A. nunt

Rev. J Abbs

P.ev. T. Andrew Ferguson

IS'MiCDIST

1884 87 Rev. ~. Rankin (84 ~e.bersl

Rev. F. Watts

1887 sa P.ev. "'c Dowell

1889 90 Rev. F. S. Hunt

1890 92 Rev. Tho~as Fox

1A9J 95 Rev. R. Large and R.J.D. Simpson (student)

1896 Rev. R. J. Stillwell

1897 99 Rev. C. T. Cocking

1900 OJ R"v. Geo. W. Robinson
Rev. W.H.W. Webster

1903 05 Rev. Newton Hill

1906 09 Rev. H. George Walker

1910 12 Rav. F. C. Kaan

191) 16 Rev. D. R. Gray



1917 20 Rev. F. J. Dunlop

1921 - 24 Rev. A. E. Lunau

UNITED CHURCH

1925 1929 Rev. A. H. Halbert

1930 1941 Rev. Douglas G. Davis

1941-1944 Rev. J. H, Anderson

1945 - Rev. M. R. Jenkinson



'nle o'1;....i ..d croups for ehlldren and youllG peoph in 1'}62;~

~~euenger, (fo"""rly abll10n band) for ehlldren 6, 7, 8 year' old.

Explorers for girls 9, 10 <lnd 11 years old.

e.O.I.T. for r;1rla 12 to 17 yurs old.

'tyro :;roup for boya & to 11 yea....

Sl.pa e for boys 12 and over.

H1 C. for r,irIs and boys 15 years nnd old sr.

nil; :'.0. T.s. r.RO'JP FOR l:E11

Thill troup w1th Ill.-bera fro", King City, Tes1;()n and Laskay 1$ interested ... in~

in work with boys. TIl, initials stand for HAs One That ServesH.

In 1961 the ~3rid. faaily, ~:r. Alfred ~£Srlde, ~. Paarl Wilson, ~Sll Annie

l:'=Srlde lind 1:"11. 'lim. Thollpson eave th....e bUlldi~ 101.11 on EI1zabeth Crov., K11\&

City, a frontae' of 225 feet, for a new siae for the church. Property for psrking

lot was boug,t from Kr. Gordon Orr for $2.500 and plans for a new bulldlll£ are ur_r

.ay in 196).

196). The pnrsofl.lll':' ""'lit be celled the manse in futUN aceording to United Chureh

RlII1l\&.



ST AnDRE'liS PRF.SI>YTERIAN CHURCH ~ EVERSLEY

",
Mrs. D. McCallum

There is no story quite so interesting as the story of the planting

of the christian church. The work required great heroism, it was illumined

with true romance, it has been crowned with a largeness and a victory of

which even the most hopeful ever dreamed. (Souvenier booklet of Rev.

James Carmichael D.O.)

The people who found Eversley Church were few in number and not

richly endowed '''ith possessions. A small log cabin on the third concession

was the beginning. Rev. Henry Gorden (first minister) was inducted in 1834.

His charge was King and Newmarket.

Other ministers and missionaries had found their way into King

before thls. Perhaps the earliest was the Rev. l'lr. l·kD"wall who was

settled in the Bay of Quinte district. He and a Mr. Jenkins who had settled

in the township of l~arkham in 1820 and a !.'r. Carruthers, a missionary

sent out by the London ~lissionary Society near the beginning of the

century, visited the homes of the pioneers, preachine the gospel wherever

a few families could be gathered together.



Mr. Corden was transferred to Cananoque in H!37. After a short

vacancy the Rev. John Tawse was enducted on March 8, 1837, and served

from then until his death forty years l~ter.

When Rev. ~awse failing health made an au~istant necessary an

earnest young man, Rev. James Carmichael of Carleton Place, then known

as Beckwith, was called and in 1860 was inducted as minister of the King

Charge, which consisted of Eversley, Strange and West King. He luter

became Rev. Dr. Carllichael, ministering in the sa'"c charge for fifty

years, until 1910 and for 6 years pastor emeritus.

The deed of land on which the church stands hac been perserved

and shows that the price was five pounrls of good luwful money. The site

was ourchased from Joseph Wells, fronti~~ his farm on the third concession

road. The first con~regation of Eversley held services in a log bu1ldior.

which also served as a schoolhouse on week days. Mr. Tawse was both minister

and schoolteacher. lI'hen a wedding was solemnized the punils were sent to

the back of the room with orders to keep quiet.



The present stone church was built in 1$48. Since that time not one

of the weathered stone blocks has been removed. The only chDnges made since

that time were the raising of the roof and an alteration to the entrance.

The narrow straight pews were closed by stout ~ates, designed to keep the

children of the worshippers from running up and down the aisles during the

service. The mi~i5ters and the precentor were also boxed in. The high

boxed in pulpit and the precentor's box, still higher, were replaced by a

more modern type at a later date. Precentor llugh Nitchell struck the tune

with a tuning fork and it was not until 1$$9 that an organ was installed

and a choir orp,anized. Plowers were never used to decorate the church in

the early days.

Eversley ~mnse, long since rebuilt, has remained in the Tawse Pamily

since 1$)7. Mr. Jim Tawse and his sisters Mrs. Elizabeth Polliot and Mrs.

Mina Bridgeman live there. ~mny years ago the home of the ministers

hecame settled On Keele St. N., King City. The first marriage performed

in the stone church was between James McMillan, )2 years of age, and

Rose McKellar, 26 years of age, both of King.

In 1877, when Rev. Tawse passed away his body was laid to rest in

the cemetery beside the church. In the graveyard are headstones dating

from 18)7.



Since 1910 the followin? mini"ters have occuoied Eversley pulpit: -

Rev. Robert Brydon Rev. A. W. Crow

Rev. J.M.11iller Rev. James Hap;en

Rev. T. L. Williams Rev. A.K. !·lacLaren

Rev. M. E. Burch Mr. R. Boak

Rev. Black Rev. D. C. Soules

Rev. D. C. Wotherspoon Rev. G. Johnston

Rev. J. C. Shepherd Mr. Bruce Will (a student)



In 19~fl this historic building was offered for sale after the members of its

conprPration had arnalramated with those from Strange to for~ One co~prer.ation,

with a new church in Kin/; City.

Lady Eaton, who has lived at Eversley since 1919 purchased the llO~year old

church and has preserved it for pOllterity.

"Some of the f"reatest mO:T.ents of "eoples' lives take place within the ,..aIls

of their church buildings, their weddin{':s, their christeninrs and th"ir farewells.

The church bllilding beCOmell precious in their sil':ht and ,-hey love every stone."

Thus sooke Rev. C. Andrew Law"on, minister of Timothy Eaton )':e,"orial Church, Toronto,

on Sunday aft"rnoon, June 30th. 1963, when friends and neif"hbours gathered for the

final service in the church their forefathers knew so well.

Reverend G. K. Ap:ar, minister of St.Andrew's, King City, read the tatement

from Presbytery releasing the little stone building from i\..s use as a Ghurch.





ST ANDRIi:\'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCIl KING CITY

On June 17, 1958 when the Frf>sbytery of West Toron~o mllt in ordinary sessi',"

in )·~orninp:side Fresbt.yerian Church the Com",ittee on Church Extcn",ion reco:nr.lended

to the court that St. Andre'.. 's COrlf,r"gat10n, Kinr, City be granted permission to

erf>ct a port.able church on the property arl.1curning the manse On Keele St. North.

Permission being granted by Presbyterya joint con~ref,at10nal meet.ing was

held at Strange with Eversley on July 20, 1958 to appoint a Building Committee and

a Building Finance Committee. )'lr. Donald t·:cCal1um was appointed chairman of

the bullding committee and 1·:'-. John Tanner, chairman of thll finance Committee.

Mr. Bruce Will, a student at Knox College was ministllr of t.he churCh at that time.

The manse property was surveyed Which comprises of five sixth of an acre.

Plans for the port.able building were drawn by ~r. David Clark, architect and

later trustee of the village of King City. A building permit was g,·anted by

council and the die~lng of the footings was beeun Saturday afternnoon August 9,

1958 at 4 p.m. The masonry work was done by Alfred Bayliss, local contractor.

Pr<"cutting of the wall stUdding was carried on while the wall was being erected.

On Sunday, AURust 17, 1958 the offiCial sod turning was conducted. The

sad was turned by Mrs. Robert Farren of Strange am.! tel'. Duncan Ross of Eversley.

~ember5 of the Extension Co~~ittee and Toronto West Presbyerty presided.

Ministers of the local churches spoke briefly at the ceremony.



'l'h<l followinll "'l!~k c"ntr~ suoportil\il bell"," ~'el'e transported frolll a farm

north east of Aurora. Ploor joistll and floor panels were in place by Saturday

noon. TVenty-nine roof trussell were built in a Jill On the floor and wall panel"

were fabricated at the same tillle. Roof trusses were put in place the second Saturday

eYenin!, Ausust )0, after supper ca.pletinr the job in time to enabl<l workers to

take COYer fra. a thunde..sto....

Roof sheathi",; w,,,. applied the follo.. i .. week and the roonn,; on th<l

north aide. The..e was a delay of .~ye,.al day. due to rain befo..e th<l south side

could be l"OOfed. Th<ln it was accOlltPl1shed in one ....enil1ll!: bei,,« coa.pleted at

10 0.11. by ehctdc l1Rhts. Electrie widlllt was then co:cenced and the inataUiog

of the heati~ unit. The vater .upply lin<l .... laid into the chu.-eh to aeco.odate

the ItrcundiTll': of the hydro service.

Th<l six window units were fabricated in a faaily car garare. ~la.ed and

W<lr~ in.talled On Thanlcso:!vill,ll; Day.

Th<l overall time of construction froll footingll to the Dedication Service

was eight".n ",."k" froOl AugUllt 9 to Deeelllber 14, 19~8. During that tilll<l members

and adherents and interested persons in the neighbourhood worked vounurily ..any



hours to~ether. They got to know one another better. l~ny welcome cups or tea

and lunches were consu",ed. Ladies of the church met to paint both the interior

and exterior of the church.

In the latter weeks the li,o;hts burned later in the evenings as completion for

the Dedication drew near.

It was extcer:lely gratifying to all those who had contributed to the erection

of the church building to witness a capacity congregation of close to 200 people

attend the service of Dedication on December H' I 1958.

The conr,rey,ation of St. Andrews began the year 1959 with a communicant

membership of 7~.

During that year the congr0gation mourned the passing of Duncan Ross,

senior elder who had given a life of service to the church of Christ.

In r·:ay 1959, Mr. ''''ill, the student minister was ordained in the church.

This was a happy moment for the congregation as Rev. Bruce Will had been active

in helping to build the church.

As Rev. Will was to leave with his family for the mission field in British

Columbia in August a combined congre,o;ational meeting was held in May 1959. A

call was sent to Rev. Gordon K. Agar of Tisdale, SaskatChewan and was accepted.

Rev. Agar was inducted into the eon/l:rep;ation on August 28, 1959.



ST ANDRE'/i'S PRF.SBYTERlAll CHURCH SCHOOL

In 1959 when the church school began in St. Andrew's new church there were

28 scholars enrolle<!. t·\r. L. E. Siverns was the Church School Superintendent

and 11rs. Fred Curtis the Secretary. In the years following the number of

schoiars doubled in attendance making it necessary for the occupation of St.

Andrew's Church house in 196). 1·\r. John Tanner was the Church School Superintendent

in 1967.

ST ANDREW'S PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH -- KING CITY

On January 24, 1960 the congregation was honoured by the visitation of the

Ri~ht Rev. Alex Ni~mo, D.O. ~oderator of the General Assembly.

In June 1961, Mr. L. E. Siverns, Church School Superintendent, accepted

a call as student in charge at ~kBeth Presbyterian Church, East Selkirk, Manitoba.

The new manse on Elizabeth Grove was completed by the first of November

1962 and the Agar fumily were moved into their new home.

The old manse was declared for worship pu~pose; to be used for the church



school in 196). It was officially named St Andrew's Church house at a Dedication

Service on December 15, 1963

'1/0',£::'.'0 ASSOCIA'rION-- ST AlWRE',~'S PRESBYTErUAll CHURCH--KINC CITY

On January 19, 1959 11 group of l~dies met in the new St. Andrew's

Pre~byterian Church, Kin~ City, to elect officers for a Women's Or~anization.

Mrs. John Tanner was the first president with '·!rs. L. E. Siverns as secretary.

There were 24,twenty-four, names on the roll call. A kitchen shower was held

in the church in February 1959. A Conr,rel'ational Pot-Luck Supper was held

in late April. A bake sale was held on June66, a corn roast for the COn&re&ation

on September 11 and the first annual bazaar on November 28th. ],lrs. L. E. Siverns

became President following the completion of Mrs. Tanner's term of office.

Upon Mrs, Siverns leaving for Manitoba with her husband in June 1961,

1~rs. Albert Holman beca"'e President of the ~J. A. Following her term of office

Mrs. Fred Curtis became President then Mrs. Victor Potter. ~lra. I"red Curis

became President a~ain for 1967.



ST ANDREW'~ W. M. S. KING CITY

On January 5, 1959, a meeting was held in St. Andrew's Church, King City

to orll;anize a Women's Missionary Society. !·:rs. Donald r·:cCallum was elected

President and ~:rs. Charles Gordon. Secf'etary. There were thirty-two me"'bers

and the meetings were held at ni~ht in the church.

A life membrrship certif icate and pin were presented to Mrs. Bruce Will,

the former minister's Wife before her departure to the charge in the west.

A friendship tea was held in Au~ust 1959 to help raise funds to organize the

children's grouos in the church.

PRE~IDEN1'S__

Mrs. ,. ~~cCallum 1959--1963

Mr.'\. ,. Clegg 1963--1966

Krs. ,. ,. Arbuckle 1966--



In 1959 when the Church SChool be!!;an in St. Andrew's new church there were

twenty-eiy.ht pupils enrolled. P~. L. E. Siverns was the Church School

Superintendent and Yors. Fred Curtis the secretarv. In the years f"ol1owing

the nu=ber of oupils doubled in attendance ~king it necessary for the

occupation of St. Andrew's Church House In 196). ~~. John Tanner vas the

church sChool superintendent in 1967.

SIGI:A • C··_St Andrew's Pre.byte:-ian Church Boys

'l'he purpose of the Sir,ma - C, is to help boys discover thet the full
1,

scope and goal of their life found in Jesus Chrillt. The activities they

do are all related to the I.eachi"",s of the Bible and the Christian Faith.

The first l:Ieeting of the group was held Nove",ber 2, 1959. II.r. Victor

Potter vas the Christian Guide {C.G.I of the group. The first members were

Russel Arbuckle, Ron Clegg. tarry Graha- and Briin Forsythe.

Upon coapleting four successive meetings and learning the .eaning of

Siy.ma - C, the personal aim Philippians 3-1~ and making a personal octagon

the boys passed their new :nesbers vow and ree1eved their fa:ll11y initial.

On January 18, 1960 these boys passed their halfway mark consisting of t.he

sr>orta and church area,.

The Si,!';ma - C GrOllI' was held unttl 1964 when as the avera)'e age of boys

in the 1064 r,roup were below the Sigm - C reqllirements made it. necessary to

discontinue the meetil1JSs for that year.



ST. ANDREWS C. G. I. T.

The onening meet.in,<'; of St.. Andrew's C.G.LT. was held on Oct.ober 27, 1959.

Membership included six ,.irls and t.he two leaders I.irs. Howard Clegl': and Miss

Betty Arbuckle.

Bible pictures were prepared for missionaries in Africa. Church calendars

were sold. Each girl made a towp.l while learning huck weaving and also learned

to make a fancy Chri1;tmas candle. A candleli,.ht vesper service was held in

O(!ce;nbnr, 1959.

The e.G. LT. was carried on under the capable leadership of '·lrS. Clegg until

1963. Cash on hand at that time was sent. to t.he Treasurer of Toronto \I'est

Presbyterial \~.M.S. to be used to help train and pay the salary of r~iss Hsin.rnei Cheng



who was to tea.ch at the Hsin-chu Bible School in For:ilosa.

CHILDREN Or THE CHURCH

On Nove:llber ~, 19S9 a ..id-week rroup tor children ar;ed 6-8 ..as cOl:ll!lenced

under the leadf!rs'lip of '"rs. John Tanner and 14.rs. ltiillia.. Willolll';hby ..ith fli,-ht

children enrolhd. This rroup ..as ,isbanded 1n 1962 because of the lack of

children tor the 1I1"e ,roup. All c: nies "f!re sent to Tomnto ~est Prellbyterial,
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THE WINTER FAJUol

Lot iJ, In 4th Concession, Township of King 200 Acres

I have been told that the above lot was the one selected as the

~Clergy Reserve" for the Anglican Church at King. It apparently was one among

a number of similar purposes, but in some way or other, the responsible

OffiCials failed to obtain the signature of the Govenor of Upper Canada

before his departure for England, and before anything further could be done.

so great an opposition towards these grants arose that no Government had the

courage to try to put the~ through. Some years ago when the Writer was a

member of the Ontario Civil Service, Veterans Land Grants Department, landS

Forests and Mines. I made it my business to search "DOOMSUIIY" in which all

Crown Deeds are recorded. This Lot was granted to Neil Wilkie in the year

1801. Some years later he disposed of the east half of the lot(shown on

sketch) On part of this half, the plan of part of the Village of King was

Registered by Dr. James Beatty, in the year 1852. Eventually the) part lots

were sold to individual buyers. At one time Lot ) had a .artgage for $1000.00

plsced upon it. This mortgage was defaulted,~he Lot passed into ~The Court

Of Chancery" and sold to the highest bidder. The Mortgagee, in giving title

to the new owner had to secure, along with his own and family, that of

sons·in-law, as well as, daughters-in -law, twenty-three signaturea in all.

~y Father, having bought the re~aining 54and! acres of theLot, in the

year 1867. He, at that time, and up until 1872, resided with his) brothers

on the east ~alf of Lot 5 in the 4th Concession, which they owned. Someti_e

between 1867 and 1872 the Northern and Northwester n Railway closed North

Street ohitheir~western boundary. They pUt on gates and locked them. This

would compel my father, ,in his journey to his New Farm, to use the first

Street north of North Street, which ran west from Keele St. along the north

side of the Station Agents' house,to a junction with West Street then south

to North Street. ~y Father, in order to pass in the usual way, cut the

gate down the centre, and passed through_ A few days later a new gate was

on and locked. This time he cut the gate posts off level with the ~round.

And that was thst! From that day to the present hour, no attempt has ever

been made to close the right of way. The incident shows whst a man of

courage can do in defence of his rights in face of a f,Swerful company.

In 1907, my Father set aside a lot on which to build a ho.e for his

retire:llent frOlll the fanll, but before this was completed he passed on,

lesving this home and the income from the fsrm to ~y Mother for life.



THE WINTER FARM -2-

My Mother died in 1921, leaving her estate to my sister Margaret.

The time had come when Illy two brothers and I had to prepare to carry

out the terlllS of Illy Father's will. We found that an error had occured in

the will respecting the House and Lot, which would result so that the road

t.o the farlll would be cut off, to remedy this, we thought it best to give

my sister a deed for the propert.y, clearing the road to the fam, but

reserving a right. of way over it. for her propert.y. I prepared a Deed for

the same and sent it t.o t.he Registry office, in 10 days it was returned to

me, statil\& that it could not be registered as the house appeared to be on

a street allowance. A sketch was enclOsed marking the street, and upon

measurement, it was found that the house was right on Winter Street.

This state of affairs was caused by the fact that when a Village Plan

is registered the ownership of the streets are invested in the

of the township in which the village ill situated and do not become the

property of the village until such time as it is incorporated. Negotiations

were opened with the officials of the township council, These negotiations

extended over a period of two and one half years, before satisfactory terms

were arranged for the closing of SUll'.IIler Street., Winter Street, North St.reet,

Union Street, and South Street, on the twenty-third of Dece~ber 192).

A Deed, by the Corporation of the Township of King, was granted to the

Executors of the Estate of Thomas Winter, t.hus investing the ownership of

the named streets in the above named estate, and from that date we are

outside the Village of King.

As we close, we l~ave to the hand of time, the recording of the history
in

yet t.o be. We have with USA-our declining years the sr.emory of those semi-

pioneer days, with their mud roads and well_worn paths, no sidewalks of

any kind, youth did not need them. We would not wish for a return of these

conditions again unless accompanied by youth.

King, Ontario

September )0, 1952

R.T.Winter
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CEMTURY FARM

Allan Gallatly - Lot 16 and part of 17, cone. 4 (rear of 3rd). King ~ownship

In the year lSS7, Peter Cellatly, of Blairgowrie, Scotland, came to Canada.

His neighbours, the Wightona, and their son John and daughter Margaret had

emi\lrated the previous year. In 1858 Peter Gellatly and Mar\laret Wighton were

married in Toronto, then called Muddy York. Their son Robert was born in 1859.

About 1860. Peter Gellatly snd his brother-in~law, John Wight all. bought a 200

acre farm in King Township from a land agent in Toronto without seeing it. The

a\lent said "It was as level as a table". John Wighton got the north 50 aeras of

Lot 17 and Peter Gellatly got tha soutb 50 acres. This property was cOlllpletely

wooded with buge pine trees. to be cleared with osen and later a stumping ~chine.

In latar years, Robert Gellatly bought the adjoining 100 acres to the south.

Robert Gellatly had 3 sisters, Jennie, the eldest. married Tom Marshall and

they farmed just .ast of Eversl.y. The two unmarried sisters, Bessie and Ha\lgie,

kept tbe Post Office at Eversley for many years.

Robert Gellatly married Eliubeth Ferguson. only dau\lhter of Thomas Fer\luson.

ThOlUII Fergullon lind his sonll Wi 11 and Hugh owned !anus, now part of Eaton Hall

Far~. Another son, T.K. Perguson, owned the ta~ just north ot the Green Lane on

Con. 3. The ti ve Ferguson brothers were Joshua, John, Ifi 11, Huqh and ,.. K.

Farguson.

we have been told that in the early days, the hills of Kinq produced oood

straight pine trees and that thay were shipped to England and Scotland to be used

as masts for sailino ships. On our farm we had at one time about 400 rod of stump

fence. The oxen pulled the stumps to o,ear tha land.

Robert Gellatly had three daughters, clara, Jessie and Hary and five sons,

Walter, Harvey, ROller, Ernest and Allan.

Allan Gellatly has two daughters, Carol and Shelia, and three sons. Peter,

Brian and Kenneth. Brian is the fourth generation to farm this land.



HISTORY OF THE ANDREW DAVIS AND SON TANNERY

This information has been taken from a book entitled "THE DAVIS FAMILY

AND THE LEATHER INDUSTRY" Hl}4-l934, written by Bruce Pettit Davis and his

wife Carrol Langstaff Davis.

Elihu Pease, in addition to his tannery business which he operated

on Yonge Street, was a school inspector, and in the course of his duties

in connection with his work travelled a good deal throughout the country.

On one of these trips through the bush he found himself on the east branch

of the Humber River in the township of King, at the place which is now

known as Kinghorn. Here he found a good stream of water which he could

use for power and an almost unlimited supply of hemlock. He was so impressed

with the location as a tannery site that in 1847 he purchased sixteen acres

of land on lot six in the fifth concession' f or his son Edward. At first

just one building was erected, as a combined dwelling house and tannery,

the tannery being on the ground floor with living quarters above it, and

a currying room at the back of the building. The entire payroll included

perhaps two or three men. In the meantime a commodio'l'ls dwelling was built

some distance east of the tannery, which, however, was not ready for

occupation for some three or four years.

In 1856, Andrew Davis, husband of Elizabeth Pease, purchased the
tannery site from his brother-in-law, Edward. Shortly after Andrew Davis
took over the Kinghorn factory, he named it the Lowell Tannery for some

reason that is now obscure. The name, however. stuck, and from that time

on until the business left King "Lowell Tannery" appeared on all letter­

heads and other printed documents of the firm.

In the autumn of 1868 Andrew took his eldest son, Elihu James (E.J.l

then in his seventeenth year, into business with him. This young man

began his career as a tanner on the bottom rung of the ladder, and the next

four years represented for him a period of hard physical work in every

department of the little factory. In 1872, when he was twenty-one, he

became a partner in the firm now known as "Andrew Davis and Son".

Business increased and sales were now made with the raridly

developing wholesale houses as well as private individuals, farmers and

shoemakers. However, the distance between these wholesalers and the

tannery posed another problem for the owners. At first, the leather was

drawn by horse and wagon all the way to Toronto. In 185) train service

was established between Toronto and Aurora, with a station in King.

The goods were then hauled two miles to the station for shipment.



HISTORY OF THE ANDREW DAVIS AND SON TA~NERY -2-

With the gradually increased acreage of cleared land in the vicinity,

the floll of water in the Humber Ri ver began to diminish and no longer

provide an adequate supply of water power. A SlIIall engine roOIl: was built

in a separate structure back of the l118in building and a small steam power

plant lias in$talled.

In 1877 E.J. was electell to the council of King To\o(nship on which

body he served as a member until 1881, when he becall:e Deputy Reeve,

being elected to the Reeveship in 1883, and to the office of Warden of

York Count in 1884.

On April 1, 1884 Andrew retired from the business and E.J. bought

out his father's share to become the sole owner of the firm of Andrew

Davis and Son. Some conception of the steady growth of the busine$s

since 1868 may be obtained from a memo mn Andrew's handwriting in which

he lists his original capital at six thousand dollars Dnd the amount in

the business 1n 1884 at thirtY-lleven thousand nine hundred and three

dollars and seventy-four cents.

On the third Sunday of April, Dr. Rankin, then a young preacher on

his first or second circuit, but later a nationally known figure in the

Methoc:!1st Church, was delivering a sermon in the little cOllllllunity church

some seven hundred yards from the Loweil Tannery. It was a bright spring

day; E.J. Davis and his entire family were present, and the congregation

was following the minister through the four steps into which he announced

his sermon had been diliided. During the second step, however, the door

was o~ened and SOll:eone shouted, ~The tannery is on fire." The church was

emptied in a few s~cond$ and the third and fourth steps remained locked

in the mind of the preacher. Despite the willing assistance of the

entire congregation, the fire had obtained a tremendous start and the

Lowell Tannery was doomed. The buildings were of wood; there was no such

thing as a flre department in the cOIr.munity; and fire fighting appliances

were non-existant. Consequently it is not suprising that everything was

destroyed except stock actually in the vats. Moreover ~he loss was only

partially covered by insurance, due to the almost prohibitive rates in

force on buildings in such a locality.

Rebuilding the Lowell Tannery seemed such a task that E.J. had first

to overcOlI:e the natural inclination to abandon his life's work. Having

decided to face the problelll squarely, the next decision was, where the

tannery should be rebuilt. Kinghorn presented ~ny disadvantages,



HISTORY OF THE ANDREW DAVIS AND SON TANNERY ~3-

foremost being lack of fire protection. The railway was two miles away

and with an ever increasing volume of business this was provlimg a serious

drawback, especially during spring and fall when the roads were almost

impassable. Again, as the business expanded, and the payroll increased,

houses had to be built for the employees.

Reali zing what the loss of "King Township's first major industry"

would mean to the district, the owner of the local sawmill. one Henry

Marsh, gave Mr. Davis such a remarkably low figure for the timber that

another frame building was erected on the old site. This building was

designed to provide at least double the production of the former tannery.

In October, 1884 the new building was completed.

In 1872, E.J. DaVis married Margaret Johnston, daughter of David

Johnston, and they had a family of five sons and two daughters. All of

the sons learned the trade. Business steadily increased and additions to

the building had to be msde from time to time. The executives of A.Davis

& Son felt justified in looking to the future with ever growing confidence.

Spring came early to King Township in 1903. In fact, the dust was

blowinf on the Saturday morning of March 14th, when E.J. and his second

son, Aubrey, walked home together for lunch. Suddenly they were startled

to hear a few peals of the tannery bell, followed by a short blast from

the whistle. Stepping back from the house they saw smoke pouring from

the roof of the factory, and by the time they reached the building,

flames were raging through the drying flat on the fourth floor. Again

the lack of fire protection made the task of fighting the blaze hopeless,

and all efforts were concentrated on moving as much as possible out of the

reach of the flames. Most of the records from the second floor offj ce

were rescued and a small portion of the stock from the building. There

was nothing to do but watch the destruction, for a second time, of a

generation's work. Within an hour the Lowell Tannery was razed to the ground.

It was now evident that the Kinghorn site must be abandoned. During

the last few years it had been necessary to bring in the tan-bark from ever

increasing distances, and the Humber River had long since failed as a

source of power. All these factors combined to depri ve Kinghorn of all

those advantages which had so appealed to Elihu Pease a half a century

earlier.
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The search for a new site culminated in a selection of a plant at

Kingston, Ontario. The Kingston establishment was a going concern and

enabled them to get back int.o production Iofith a minimum of delay. The eldest

son, Elmer, took charge of this operation.

In 1904, excavation started for another tannery in York County in the

town of Newmarket. The name of the firm was changed to the DaviS Leather

Company Limited. Recently constructed workmen's houses were moved from

Kinghorn to Newmarket. Applications began to pour in from the old emplOYi!es

of the Lowell Tannery and when operations actually started on the second

of t"..arch, 1905, it was a source of gratification to the management to find

that practically all the key men were former employees of the old finn.

In 1946, on his retirement, Aubrey Davis purchased the fonner property

from the then owners, Mr. And Mrs. Archie Campbell. He retained Mr. and

Mrs. Campbell as caretakers and they still livi! in the original Davis house.

Mr. Davis built himself a cottage on thi! property. After his death, his

son Bruce enlarged this s~ll house into a permanent family home. The

property ii fittingly named K~~~RY ACRESK
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HISTORY OF THE CURTIS FAR~ - A CROh~ DEED FARM

~

~~s. Fred Curtis

The first settlers to settle on the Curtis Farm, located in Lot 9, Con. 4,

King Township, were Mr. William Curtis and his wife, ~mry Ann Germain,

both English descent, Grandparents of Mr. Frederick William Curtis who

holds the Crown Deed.

They were married February 26, lA57. Mr. Curtis bought the

100 acre farm from the Crown May la, lA57, at a cost of 62 Ibs., 10

5hillin(,5. That same summer the first house was built at the back of

the farm. It was built of logs. Later the farm was cleared and a barn

built close to the house.

Farming was started by the use of oxen. There were several

beech trees on the farm so from that it was named n BEECH MOUNT FARM "

Mr. and Mrs. Curtis had five of a family and spent their life

on the farm until retirement age, when they built a home in King, and

lived there, 113 Keele St. S., until their death.

Their son, Arthur William Londsda1e Curtis, took over the farm,

in the year 1891.

On February 24, 1892, he married Annie Cieely Ball. The

house that still stands was built in the year 1861, and was the birth

place of Arthur William Londsdale CurtiS,the father of Frederick

William Curtis, ~~ry Isobelle (Mrs. Ralph Burns) and Josephine Beatrice

(Mrs. James Wells} all of whom reside in King City at the present time.

Mr. Curtis did mixed farmi~. The hydro was installed in both

the house and barn in the year 192~. The telephone, known as the King

Line, later cha~ed to King and Vau~han line, was installed in the

year 190$.

Frederick William Curtis worked the farm with his father.

the year 1940, April 17, at the age of 78, Mr. William Curtis died.

farm was willed to his wife, Annie Cicely Curtis. Frederick William

Curtis then worked the farm for his mother.

On June 11, 1941 he married Annie Roberta Fer~uson, who

came as a bride to the farm. On August S, 1944, after a lengthy

illness, Mrs. Annie Cecely Curtis died. At this time ~~. Frederick

William Curtis inherited the farm, stock and implements.
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Up until this time a dug well back of the barn watered the stock,

and a dug well at the house supplied the house. In 1945 a well was drille4

at the back of the barn and water installed in the house and the barn.

A bathroom was put in the house.

The barn was a bank barn, 5tablel~ underneath and barn above.

Up until five years before selling the farm it was all mixed farming. The

last years some dairying.

In 1892 taxes on this pro:'erty were about $20.00 per year. In 1955

the last year for this farm to be in the Curtis name, the taxes w~re $185.00

In ~~rch 1955 the farm was sold, to the Ki~ Cross Estate.

April 20, 19~5 a sale was called and stocK and implements

dispolled of.

Y.r.& ~~S. frederick William Curtis moved to King City. 143 H~ber

Cresent. They retained the Crown Deed to the farm.
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CROSSLEY. HALL

by

Mrs. Wm. J. Houston

February 15, 1967-- No trace remains to-day of the 64-year-old

Crossley Hall in King City where famed Canadian E. Pauline Johnson once

recited her poems.

Making way for business progress, the natural pine structure on

the south side of King Sideroad, next to Bethel Baptist Church at the

corner of Fisher St., was razed by the owner, Carlton Crossley, in 196).

The re5ulti~ space increased the parking area needed by patrons

of the king City Cold Storage business operated by Art Rigg.

Built 1n 1899. the hall was opened January I, 1900. Operated

by the late William J. Crossley, it soon became a popular social meeting place.

As the only hall located in a lar~e area, the Crossley building

functioned until the middle of the first world war.

Buggies were the popular mode of transportation when the young

people congregated for dances. Crossley Hall was the focal point for

political campaigns of the day. Visiting public figures were heralded and

escorted. by booming bands to the crowded community centre.

On different occasions Prime Minister MackenZie ~ing, the late

Postmaster-General William P. Mulock, Hon. A.B. Aylsworth, Hon. Clifford

Sifton. Minister of Crown Lands Hon. E. J. Davis and Member of Parliament

Herbert Lennox greeted their supporters from the platform at the south end

of the hall.
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Beneath the platform were ~itchen facilitie= used for favorite

get-togethers, oyster suppers. The ~.asonic Lodge had its annual social

night there. Congregations en;loyed "Christmas Trees", and cOllllD.unity concerts

were the result of diversified talents originating on the village's

surrounding farms.

A few King residents reme~ber when the late George Stone entertained

with Irish songs. The second owner, Carlton Crossley, one-tille bush

pilot, vividly recalled early in the century when Pauline Johnson

recited, "Song My Paddle Sings". in 0. prograr.J featuril1€ her poetry. She

was more accustomed to the larger audiences of Toronto's Massey Hall.

The final social event was held 1n 1916 and by that time other

halls and meeting places came into prominence.

Crossley Hall was then used commercially. Pickling onions grown

on the Crossley property along Fisher and Patton Streets were stored.

For one season the place was rented for ice cut four miles eastward on

Lake Wilcox.

For many years it was vacant and in final years used to protect

lumber and furnace equiplllent.

The original owner died in 19)1\, well-known by the many people

who had spent leisure hoursin the hall he built, large enough to seat

280 people.

The one-storey structure belonging to the past era of the village's

social life was de~lished by Carlton Crossley with the aid of another

King Township resident, retired farmer Wib. Burns.

RE PICTURE:
Snapshot taken May, 1963 of Crossley Hall shows de~lition work

already started on the roof. At this stage few of the newcomers, forming the

majority of the village's population, were aware the unpainted shed was

once the vital social hub. At left can be seen Bethel Baptist Church

at the corner of Fisher Street.



i:A1'O'I HALL. IT'" CITY, O!!'lJ'JQ

It WIIS a cold February dey, below ~~ro, wl\fln Wa Unit 100k&<1 et ERton Hell. Our neighbour

in Toronto, Sir H"nry Pellett of C.IR !-ona, C8"le OVal' to Ardwold on" evaning to tell uS that noxt

to his C"rll ,t King, Look" l'IAri", there waa another hrn, with a lake, tor .ele. Thi. wu in th" :..e.r

llt!1ough tlMt l.k. w•• tro,.:'1 0· ·1' .nd Snow cov"r~ the ground •• Csr lIS we could e.e, .nd

in 'pite ot t •."e b1t1"8 cold, w. Cen in 1 wit...I, t.he tin. TMt. w•• t.he .out...>, halt where the tar"

buil<l1>'1p etood, a'>ll the ~a t.hrough w-'deh the dri... 1I1nl!.. 'r.Ie wood. "U. "'P Cor ..1. for cut.t1ng

"II! t..'lere ...... an option on 0-. \le """'. an oCfer tor toM tim, and baCore e week ""..«I .... weI'. LI,.

o_ra, lIah only legel ... ttera in cornection lI1th the pure""'.e to be compl"ted. E<>tore the next

year w" had bought the a.co~ halt.

Wa 'oon diseQvcre<'t thet r:>O.t oC th" tQ]> soU hlld lQnr, a1nca l"rt t~.." partl, ,00 Wa'

dQII'\ in La\o:. Ontario. 'l'oQ MUC!1 \10<><1 hAd baM ~ut, t.oo ",,"eh hAd been ~k..n out of thol soU, t:>o

littl. had t:c!e"'! I"'t back. The hille weN> e""ered \lith t!1istlea ,nd 1II...111ne, t .... lIo<><le had bHn

paewr<'d, the la"~ WM WI ot carp. ~,tholre w.. 1'1ot talch leCt ot whet hed oree been good taTl!l

ta,...:! .!lll wooo:l lou. In Ca!lRlCle ........ carp Wa. delpi..,(l. So began the 1....1 .1.... road !:aell: to pn>duct1a.

The t1r1t year by .... DC t"rUlh.r we doubled the yield ot grab ~ .cre but _Sf' tt-.. t .... a 10\1

yield b,,- Ontario .tanda~l.

"'e have u.ed contour plow1nc, terUlher, rotltion oC crop", but the WQads aI''' atlll a

pro"la", We hep • Friesian-Holstein hud, ~1'1d at one t1t'lfl ·.a u.ed hor.e. allllOst entirely Cor

C.no \lork. '<0"', MloIev"r loIe have Just four far., horn., .nd the farM 1. !leco.,lng I!lcQhsnh-:xl.

t,1e culUvate a'll! t*stUrfl about thr_. hundred eCres.

:.Ie haTe aha ra_.tocked ~ lake. IOhil" Canellhr. t;erl<'rally <Ie.pjse carp, ot'lere Und

t ..... ~orl, end t.hP;" ottan appear on the ....,.,,, ... a lpechl diRh. :rhe,. are l»o:I in a ....11 like tor

tM-Y eat the spa""••nd younC t1sh. Flnt, _ had In It.eJ.ien Ur.......... end th.y t1.~ \11th U.eir

NIts tor waek.,. arw' took .... t of th" carp out. ntef', we put in tint, IV"" ba•• ; Iauor on ra1nODll

trout Croa Briti.h Col".bie, .r.d lat.>or .till, bro"'" trout. There ara aha p.rch. The r.a!on Why

we o.n have three varieUe. of fish i! that the 1~k8 i. v.ry deep 1n parts, while .hl1lo\l in others,

ond it se..... then h.h 11ve at ditC...ront levels,

lJe rai.e t.urk...ylI .nd ch1ck"nll, and '0 \I" have Cor ••le b... 1<l"1 cattle .nd hOl'les, (I

rlin hunvl'l), "W. eru.., broil"" l..cl wr,,"ylI, It 1a nore economoal ~or \IS t:> buy t!>e dud:.

r.:od geeee we neM tor hoM e<l1\ll""Ption end fatten tMtl. !!rollera, turl.yII, .nd ell til<' poulU",.,

a"'" lI:ill.-l .t the prop.-r U .... and PIt in Ute d.ep C,........

... • t.ltrted e retoresting pbn,. and ...... " plAnted h\lndred. ot thouIan<ls ot tore.. , uling



the kinds suitltble to the place to be planted.

We have had the original 1I0o<l~ inspected and MVS cut the", eoco>'ding to advlce. Th..y

ere still very beautiful, and eech tlr>e 1 pess under their branches they (>ive I:le a thrill. The

new woo<ls 1 heve hdp<ld to plent. Durinr>; the wer, "ith the help of school boys, "e planted thirty­

five acres in one day. This is on two hills et the north bou~ry, north of the Navy road which ia

the north entral>oe••\nother day that these tre... were Fl"nted thp S"Mfl year, we ple:lted ten acres.

Both these eress were arid hilla. 1t MS been a joy to wetoh the", gro".

We heve had one t.errifying experience. It "u en eerly epring dey. Luckily, banks of

snow still ley by the big trees. Sone one hed dropped a burning cigerette butt et tbe foot of the

hill north of u'. A .trong lIind We' blo"ing our \la",. Tile phone reng end e neighbour warned uS

thet Clenes were e"eeping up the hill. In fifteen I:Iinutes th.. fire brigades fro", Aurora end King

were here, end everyhody in the pIece end neerb", "es et work. It "ae rnelly the banks of .noll which

ovr peopl" .hovelled On to the Clane. which checked I,h" fire tJll the fir.. hriged<'S arr!ved ard

findly p"t the f~re out. If it hed not ""'" fOl' this qVick ectiol' hy neighbo"rs, far"H~ ~'Kl fire

briga(l~s there would have h,,~n nO Eston Hall to-dsy.

It Se,,"'" terrible that thp-re is no wanli"e, to ""ke srtokers careful. It each "r.oker

~.""e sure his tmtoh >on<! his ciearette "ere co;-,pl ..tely ""ad b"fore dropping them it would seve

1:11111ons of feet of th\bers every year. It "ovId help also if no one dropped anything out of csrs

on the rosds. Surely, sll "sate papero, cigarette bosea, butte, aoo metch endo could be carried

to a .topping pl~ce end deposited in the gnhaee tin••

By this fire eieht eer"a of young treea lIere deetro",$<!, Msfiguring the hill, and 100inG

vs at l"ast ten ye.r's gro\lth.

A. "" no longer put the cattle into the "ooos, tho u'il11u"," h~ve corne b~ck, aoo dur:lng

Hay they are 11ke a eerpet and e wond"rful eight. Dogs tooth end wood vfolets, too have =ltipUed.

L.~t fell we ·Jare able to purchese wild flowers end have set out quite e fe" of whioh hev" wintered.

lJ.uody hdies' slll'p"rs hev" blool'lf'd.

\/" hINe ".ed """erd ground c""era, but the one which gives the ",ost satlsfaotion is the

peri"inkle. It "overs the ground vncler thp trees and on banks thiokly, end chokes out the "pooa,

but ouriovsly "nough, bulbs grow "ell in a bank of it. Whenever the Snow ",Plts in "inter, the le~vee

are dark green and glossy. In the f'oprinff, it is covered with blue (lo"ers fro", "hich "e get the

colour "Periwinkle Blue".

tie have feeding treys for the bi~" an<! put out .uet. We also hene th.. cercs.ee. of

turkeY" end gees .. on the Umha of treea. The Blue-jays love thtse. Last winter there were chicsdeea

n"t hetch"s, and SOMetimes even a blue .1ay, aoo anO" birds tel'ding fren the tray in front of my

Window. lie hev" had ".rUn houaes the.e lest two years, "nd the ,.,.ert1na heve tek"n ov"r.



81'0 !lfI';e c..r<!1M1a••cfITlet. '-"""E"n, blu" birds, ..s".rlH. or101Pll. told tlnch. nd "1r.~ bl.el<

blr<!•• eU...,e,. .vittl, .N! ""r.,. v.rl<-ti" ot sparro"•. lrevl'-"bl,., w~ '-"~ .Url1n£ll. croW, .:'<1

p1a""''''. lIe \IOUl.I1 r"rer.o t.llei .. co""*,,,. 1t pOSilHe. There.~ .....r81 ....n.Ues ot lIOO<!pechn.

0'"' the pUNted.

'fhtor~ 1s • ".nee! "1111 l1te··foxAII, r ..CCOOn' .I'd elnmks. We <10 not care for t.heoIe ..

they ne ell fond of chicke"e. There are r.rouoo ~oC" which borrow 1n t.he eround end "Iah dangeroua

holM, .nd lou of ~ t.urU..... Th"r" lire ph"aunU .n<l ~rt.rldce which lo'(l t.ry t.o ",ncour.!>" t.o

sUy. .'ro.. Um.. to t!>I<", w11d geese and duck. rest. on t.ho! l"k", when In n1grat1on.

Strangel,. .~.Hng. 01" <'0 ..ot. """e .,.,co, or" Barden. but. "" lire pl...Ung tn.:.lb8-·Jonqu~le,

...rclld, t.ul1;:<'1. h,yllclnU.• • cUbl, lind In. 1n t,rOUP" on t.!>f> Irllld<'!e., • ...:! a:::orblt t...... trH".

alao Illy or t." " ..UII:', t.r"o1.ng to hPa a natural &",wu. ot t.!'le no~ra. !'l'I<" "'-lhida was a

blull of jonquil' t.h1••prl"g. and WfI8 a ~erft;.l al&!'t. n... h,. clnU. and ....rciSil di~ ....ry

""n too, .nd 'I. hall f"Ialt"lflcent. tull~.



FOREWORD

The fal1~wing article presents the past and pre~ent ~f

"KingCl"afte". It mark~ ,a milest~ne in ite growth and influence

in the c~mmunity, and augure well far continu~d pragre~e to­

wards an ~ven bright~r future.

Lady Flavell-, the auth~r of the "Kingcrafte ~tOry" i~

also the founder ~f this flourishing organization. Thr~ugh her

cr~ative interest in handicrafts and her inspired leadership In

this c~mmunity ent<;!rprlse, "Kingcrafts" Is n~w the concrete em­

bodiment of her vision, courage an<! fl!Iith.

Those of us who have worked closely with her in "King­

crafts" realize how much time and energy she has um~elfishly

devoted to enriching the lives and increasing the happiness of

the women of King and district through their achievements and

handicrafts.

Marion Baxter.

January, 1960.



TH~ ~KINGCRAPT~~ ~ORY

B,

1950 - 1960

Many t1m~~ during the pa~t nine year~, I have been a~ked t~ write the ~tory

or the orIgin and aMa~1ng gr~wth and d~v~lopmont of Kingcraft~. It i~ a ~imple thinl

to talk about II ~ubJect which i- 00 n~ar t~ on~'- h~art a~ Handlcrart- are to mine,

but It Ie qUite a d1tr~r~nt .att"r whon :me 1~ confrontod with writing d:)tln cold fact

In concrete f:lMII.

The mo~t dlffleult challongo l~ 'Whore and how to ~8in' and 'how to keep It

fr~m bee:l~ing too por~:lnal', e~poelally ~hen the writer ie the founder of the organ-

llatlon and it~ Preeid~nt for tho fir~t four year~. Th~refo~ I h~pe the reader will

underetand if, ocea~ionally, th., pereonal cro"p" 1nto th~ narrative.

In the autumn of 1949 ~ hU~band and I aev~rod our city contacts, and ful­

filled a l:lng-cherlehed dream by _:lvlng to the peace and quiet ~f the country. We

found In King Townehip our idoal opot, and tUllt our h~... called KUng",wold-. For

subetitutes had t:l 1:>e found: loarnlng to co~k: landacaplng, including flower and veg-

etable gardena, orchard~; welle to be drilled for drlnk1ng water; fences repaired:

bad road condit10ne to be 1mproved: and 1n general adjusting our live~ to this new

way of llf~. ~ventually living becamo mor~ organl1ed and to my eurpri~e I !ound

that thor'! w'!re a r"w 1e1",ure hour· in th'! day, and I a",kod my~elr ·What do I do

with lel.ure tim~ in the country?K

The .any functional actlvltl·· which h]d tilled ~ d.ye In the city were non­

eXistent in the country. Golf for oxorei~e wae no long~r an appe31 as I had acre the

adequate exa~i~e w~r~lng in tha gard~n. Thing", that had s~e~d IDPortant to me in

the city io~t their valuc~. and I cast my eYoe .tout for a new Ind more satIsfying

type of Intere~t, pref'!rably ~om~thlng cr~at1ve.

From my mother, an artl~t in f1ne n~edlework, I had uncon~c10u~ly inherited

tha lov'! Of )lorking with tDY hand~. Thie InherItance had re1l31neod dorlllant up to this



.,.
point, but ~uddenly the In~plratlon ca~, to ~ or u~lns th~~e preelou~ lel~ure houre

In d~veloplng the cratt of ~~avlng. a hobby I had started a rew aonthe previous to

MOving to the country, while waiting for our house to be eo.pleted. It alao occurred

to .e th3t it .ould b~ .ore interesting. and a friendly gesture, if I could persuade

ao-e of ~ country nelghbour~ to beco.~ interested In weaving or eo.e other craft

of their choiee and .ork at theee Inter~ete together.

Knowing very few people In t~ nelghborho~, I cought the help of the ~ner

of a local store, a ehar.lng .o.an ~ho knew everyone In the community. We discussed

the idea together. and ahe .a. very enthusiastic about it and gave me a list ,(about

twenty .omen who ahe thought .ould b_ Intereatad In the project. With the addition

of my own few friend~ th~ li~t ~ventually reach~d thirty. I called the ~ecretary

of the Canadian Handicraft~ Quild of Toronto, told her my story and asked if she

would come out to our hom~ and tell this sroup of women about the possibilities of

developing Handicrafts in this district. ~he k1ndly accepted the invitation and the

meeting wae arrang~d for S~ptember 26, 1950, at our home 'Kingswold'.

On that day, thirty women, two e~11 children and e baby 1n a laundry bas_

ket, met in our living room and li~t~ned to a fascinat1ng story of the increasing

development and interest in Ha~icrafts, and the ~plendid opportunity that could be

oure in t~ fi~ld. ~o.e of the~~ wo~n, no dOUbt, had co-e to the meeting out of

curio~lty, oth~r~ 1n dOUbt, but b~fore tn- -e6tIng end~ euch wa~ the enthusiasm

that ~Kingcraft~~ WBe organized that day. It wae amazIng to find how .-ny of theee

women had at some time work~ in a ·impl~ way at on~ of the crafte.

Thr~~ group~ w~re form~ that day Rug-Hooking, W~aving, and ~moeking. The

latter wae eU8seeted by the mother of eight children who felt there wae a need for

this type of n,edlework, and ~he offered to teach a group of motherw of young child­

ren. Convenor-T~achere w~re found for the other two group-. A school teacher, who

had stUdied weaving in her teach~r-' couree, volunteered to teach weaVing, and an

elderly woman who had many y~ar~ previou~ly l~arned to braid and hook rugs, volun­

teered to teach this craft.

~ eimplp organization wa~ s~t up, consisting of a PreeidPnt, First Vice

President. ~ecretary and Treaeur~r, plus the three convenors. The name "K1ngcrarts'

wae suggested and accept~d. The fee was eet at $1.00 per year, and now 1n our~th

year thie fee ie changed only in that a ~mber now pays $1.00 for each group to

which ehe belong~.

Every woman at that ~~ting e1gned up with one of the three groups.
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It Mas d~clded that work .~etlng~ .~uld be held In th~ h~~ee ~r the member!

very t.~ .~ek8, and ~nce a month (the fourth Wednesday) a me.tln~ ot the entire

roup would be held 1n the ho~~ la~ge enough to .cco~~.te the thirty Betberl.

At tn1e monthly ~etlng. t~ convenors .ould give. report on the progress

of their g~up, bring samples of their .ork to eho. the other -embers. diseu" Pro­

blema and racelve help and adYle~. Namee of .omen wlahing to Join Klngcratt. could

be proposed at the monthly meetings.

Only women having th~lr p~rmanent homel In the country were eligible to be­

come active member. of Kingerafta. City people, spending only week·ende In the

country, could beco•• associate members.

Arrangement. were made to have a guelt at th~~~ ~~~ting~ to ~peak on various

subJ~cts of interest, including Int~rior D~coratin8, Hi~tory of Pabrics, Plower and

Dried Plower Arrang~.ente, Gardpning, Con~ervation, Bird Lo~, Vegetable D7eing or

Wools, Colour and Original ~~ign. The~~ were a f~w of the principal eUbJects.

A friendly tea hour followed the huaIn~s~ meetIng, the food heing supplied

ty each group in turn.

Theae were v~ry happy and rrl~ndly gatherings. ~ny women who had lived

in the saM~ neighborhood anywhere trom ten to twenty years met for the first time

and became friends. Quickly the m~mb~rship atart~d to increa~p aa th. news of King.

crafts spread throughout the countryside.

It eeema unbelievable that with such a ~imple beginning, Kingcrafts, now as

I writa in ita tenth year, would have seven active craft groups each With an avaraga

of fifteen to twenty membere, and each with its own convenor and assIstant convenor,

one hundred and forty active members and one hundred and aeventeen associate members

The latter do not wor~ in the gr~ps hut are invited to attend the ~nthly meetinga.

A greatly enlarged executive consiating or an Honorary President and two Past Pre­

aidents, tor_ an Advisory Board. A President, Pirat and Second Vice P~sidents, a

Recording Secretary and Corresponding Secretary, T~asurer and Asaistant Treaaurer,

and two Convenors are alao included in the ex.cutive me~tlngs - the Houae COmGittee

Convenor and th~ Memtership Convenor. Klngcratts he Ii eves 1n spreading responsib­

ility to aa large a number of members aa pos8ihle, thus increasing the int~rest in

the organization.

We now have an attractive and functional building, called 'Kingcrarts',

with a lovely garden, in the heart of King Villale, which was built and co.pletely

paid for in ~ighteen Months. A su~stantial Build1ng Maintenance Fund for repairs
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~n~ e~pan31on, wae set aside, also a s~parats fund to aseist groups, with instructors

and equipment, and an adequate fund for running expenses for the coming year.

Sale~ are hpld evnry two year~ to meet thp budget ex~cnse~. and to gIve the

~embers an outlet for their craft work. A high quality 1s maintained at these sales

by having a special committee appointed before pach sale to examine every article for

perfection of work. Jf it passes thle inspection the artlcla is then marked with a

'Klngcraft' lab~l.

~uch is the power of a group of wompn devoted to a worthy idea.

The early years were not lacking In amusing incidents, indeed enough to fIll

a book, but spaeD allows me to relatn only the most memorahle one.

It was on the occasion of the first Annual Meeting of Kingcrafts, 1951, held

in the casement room of the United Church. Thp monthly me~tings had been conducted

according to parliamentary proc~dure. and we w~re anxiou, to have thp- Annual Meeting

run true to this form. We had invlt~d guest~ from th~ city, representatives from

the Canadian Handicrafts GUild, and also an important gu~~t speaker. So reports

were carefully prepared and reh~arsed, and everything se'!med to he in perfect order.

The night turned out to be cold and stormy, but the room wal' fIlled to capacity and

our city guest~ arrived ~af~ly in ~pIte of the weather.

In one corner oC the room thpre was a large furnacp in Cull vi~w of the aUd_

ience, a.,d behind it a emall k1tch~n wh"re the women had prepared reCre~hm!!nts Cor

the meeting. ~erything ran rmoothly untIl the gue~t sp"aker sto~ up to address

the meeting on the l'ubJect of "The Importance of HandicraCts in any Comm'Jnity." He

had Just become warmed up to his su~Ject when an explosion occurred from the direc­

tion oC the furnace. Fortunately, our guest ,peaker, and incidentally the only man

at the m~eting, turned out to be an engineer. So he calmly put down his notes,walked

over to tho> furnace, repaired th'! trouhle, returned and resu~d hi~ address, A few

minutes later a repetition of the trouble occurred. Once again he attended to the

furnace. When for the third time the nolee and rattl~ broke into hie remarks the

meeting became almoet hyet"rical. But the third time completed the Job satisfactor­

ily and the speaker wae able to flnlsh hi" addreep In p~ace and qUiet. Loud was the

applaupe of th~ grateful audienc", and no applaup~ wae ever more genuinely earned

than by our ingeni?up guest speaker.

As the invitation for refr~ehments was belng extended by the Fresldent, the

lights suddenly went out (the result of blown fuees from th~ furnace), and we were in

total darkness. Howevar, eomo candles were eventually found, and refreshments were

duly served by artt~ttc candl~ltght, and in spite of the coffee being ~llghtly cool



the -eetlnr wa_ aeelal_ed a sre3t ~uee~!~. The tlret Annual "eetlnr ot Klnteratt.

wIll be re~_~ergd by .any ot It! ~.~e~ when ~ther ~o~· !~othly runnIng ~e. will

lonr ~~ torgotten.

~tep by ~tep, durlnr the early year!,Klnrcraftp gr_w t~ maturIty a. the need

develop~. A set ~t aIm_ and obJectlve~ were propo~ed and accepted and were a. t~l­

lowp:

1) To promote the varlou~ craft! In KIng and th~ eurroundlng di_tricte.

2) To promote the pkll1 and artlptry of thope practl~lnr the craft~.

3) To fopter a community _pirit through the medium at handlcrafte.

An unwrltt_n, ~ut well und~r!to~, aIm Crom the vary beginning, wae to etrlv

Cor perCectlon and high qualIty In all oC ~ur work.

A Cittlnr p~ypr wae written e~p_clally Cor Kinrcraft! by a b~lov~ .lnleter

and every ~etlng Ie open~ wIth the readIng of thl! beautltul prayer.

The ne~ for a con~tltution and ~y-lawe rovernlng KlngcraCt~ aro!e. Theee

were car-Cully drawn up and Incorporated Int~ our charter.

In th- ~erlnnlng the member!hlp wae lImited to CICty, ae our homee would not

aecomm~ate a larger numbar, but eoon we r~ach~ thle lImit when a fourth cratt,

Leather. wae added to the other! and drew the lntere~t of evan more women.

One of the flret contribution! made to Klngeraft~ by the leather group con­

venor wa~ an attractively deelgned round leather pln, ehowlng the Klngcrafts inelrni

oC a pair of hande. Fifty pIne were immediat-ly ordered and eold to the Dembe~, w~

pr~udly wore them on the occa~l~n of the meetinge. There have ~en many of the!e

pln~ re·ord~red through the y~a~ a~ m·m~ar~hlp increaeed.

In 1952 o~r craft~"n-hlp had ·0 Improved and our reputation tor artl_try

and quality h,d becom~ eo well known tar and wIde, that it _a8 d~clded to hold a ~.1

to ral~& tunde to help provIde mUch n~ed~ ~qulpment, the ~ale to be held in June iT

the garden~ ot ftKlng~wold~.

The al~ were ~~t hirh, with an otJectlve of .1~OO.OO. Tlcket~ w~re eold Ir

advance to In~ure ue agaln~t Inclement weather and thu~ total l~e~. Natur~ ehone

upon our firet big effort. for the day war perfect, and about eeven hundred people

attended t~e eale. The garage at th~ entrance to the grounde wae decorated wIth

apple blo·eo~~ and the po.t~ covered wIth cedar h~urh~. It looked very attractive

When filiad with the colorful craft~work, lncludlnr weaVIng, hookIng, leather work,

~mocked dr~~~e~ and nlghtl-~ forehlldren, and dolle.

The barhecue houD. hy the elde Of the _wl..1ng pool wae gaily decorated and

houped the 'C~ntry Ho_e Baklng.' A eection of the flower rarden wa~ the background
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t~r a booth Mhere perennial plant~ and rlowerp were pold. Afternoon tea .ae eerved

on t~ lawn near th~ houel! eo that the kitchen t.clllt.ted the eerv!ng of tea and

retre!'hmente.

A large colorful awning attached to one NaIl of the garage eheltered an amaz·

ing dleplay of 'Country Antlqu~~ and By-Gonee.'

Ratfle tlcket~ for handicraft pl~cee donated ~y each group had aleo been

nu~er of ~ntrance and raftle tlcket~.

By four o'cl::.ek Ila wer- 'eold out' and the money reaUzed tar exce'!'del! our

hlgh_et exp-ctatlon_. ~ach ..er~er r-celved 9S~ rr~ her work which wa! eold, and

Kinger.ft_ recetv-d 15~. ~.n with tnt- dletrl~utlon Klngeratte netted $1200.00.

We could nOll afCord to pay for profeeeional In~tructl~ eo at to improve our

cratt.ork, a~~i~t the groups with hetter equipment, rent a room in the church for our

,:mthly meeting!' \<lhich had by nO\<l outgro\<l1'\ the capacity of our homea, and donate

prhe~ to the Handicraft booth~ of th'! Country ~al1 Pair.. , thu.. encouraging bet':er

:omaunlty life, which wa~ fulfIlling one of our .ain obJectivea.

Viaion and enthuaia~m never wan~ 1n K1ngcrafta. DurinS the third year,

1953, a ak-tchlns group. later to become the Art Group, wa~ organized, With an e~­

perience!! 'nd talent ..d artlet to in.. truct the cla .. a 1:'oth 1n atill Hfe and outdoor

ketch1ng In the ~pring and Fall. Tht .. hal' developed Into a very large and enthua­

iaatlc group. One member \<lon a firat award in a competitIon held by the Women'a

rnat~tute for all of Ontario. Thia group h.~ h~ld two eeparate art aales and many

of theIr paInting.. have 1:'een aold.

~Arly in 19~_ a ceramic group wae organiZed, but aa it waa found difficult

to work wIth clay and water In prlvat.. homea, the ba..ement of the Anglican church

aould1n8 and cI"!ating flsurea and articl ..a of grace and beauty.

Fortunately, about thia time a woman e~peTienced In pottery moved to King

lnd brought \<lith her a kiln (a ncce.. ~ary piece of equipment for pottery). ~he took

ver the instruction of thia group and fired the piecea of pottery made by the mem-

'ers, 1n her own kiln.I It waa only natural that the ne~t group to be formed in thia picturesque

:ountryeide would he Gardening and Plower Arranremenh, for in the country we all
Irve gardena 1:'ut had much to learn about the care and cultivation ot flowere in a

ection or the country wh1ch e~periencei! l'eVere wintet'$. Thi!' group wai! ekUfully
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developed under the guidance of a Toronto Oarden Club member living 1n King, who 1e

an artist 1n flower arrangem~nts and With a green thumb as w~ll. She opened our eye!

to the poseibilities of using driftwood, dried leaves, weeds and dried Clowers. SOOI

our clothee cupboards were aharing the apace with strange companions, 8uch ae weeds,

branches from ehrube, and flowere being dried for winter arrangements. Christmas de·

corations for our homes were no longer bought 1n floriste' ehope but were created by

our own hands and even !!old to our city friende at Christmas eales.

With the addition of four craft groupe to the original three, the problem of

adequat~ and central work rooms hecam~ a vital iesue. It was imperative that King­

craft~ look for a permanent home to house its ever-increasing membership. In Febru~

ary, 1954, we learned that a lot 50 x 200 feet, ideally located near the centre of

the village, was for sale at a fairly rea~onable price. An emergency meeting was

promptly called, and the i~~ue presented to the memher~, who, after a Short discussi:

voted unanimously in favor of purchasing this lot. There was a sufficient fund in

the bank from th~ previous sale to cover the cost, and so the first step in a long­

Cherished dream of a permanent home for Kingcraftp was realized.

This ownership of property spurred us on to even greater effort, that of

raising money to build a workroom on our newly acquired lot. A sale was planned

for the following OctOber, 1954. The objective thh time was set at $2500.00, doubl,

the previous sale. The large Community Hall at Maple was engaged, and an able and

enthusiastic committee appointed to organize the work and urge the members on to re­

dOUble their efforts for this important project.

At our first sale in 1952 there had been many inquiries for knitted articles

and although there was no organized group for knitting in Kingcrafts, many of our me

bers Volunteered to knit for the coming sale during the summer months. Wool was pur

chased by Kingcrafts, and under the guidance of an expert knitter was given out with

dir~ctions for attractive and unusual articles, such as caps, scarves, mitts, chi1d~

ren's sweaters and socks, sizes two to eight years. Baby dolls were also beautifU11

dres~ed in knitted cl~thes. This booth turned out to be a great success and brought

in ~ubstantial financial returns to Kingcrafts, eo much so that knitting has been

inCluded l.n all of ~ur recent palee and c:::ntinues t::> he a popular feature.

Th~ C::>m~unity Hall was turned into a veritable fairyland, with the aseietanc

of the display department of a widely known department store in Toronto. The King­

crafts memberr produced beautiful craft w::>rk. The publicity and efficient organiza­

tion during the month preceding the sale brought gratifying results in the tremendou

attendance and enthusia~tlc praise and purchasing of our craft work. Once again the
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final reeulte were rar ~eyond ~ur mQst optl.1~tlc ~xpeetatlonp.

With the bet!nn1n! or th~ New Year, 1955. a building e~lttee wae appolnt~

to arrange tor the con~truetlon of a baaeaant .orkro~. the maIn floor to be built

later. However, and fortunately, hoth the architect and the building contractor

were or the ~ound opinion that the construction or a buIlding in two ata!es wae

both impractical and ~re to~tly.

ThO! architect eut"lII1tt"d dra,dnp or hl~ Ideae of a building pultabl- to our

reQulN_enta. e"caul'" or the natu~ or our t'loplng property, a "pUt level build1ni

wae advt .. ed. The saln or upp~r lev~l. 30 feDt .1d~ x 50 feet long, to have floor tc

gable Window· at "8th end, the .e~terly wtndow giving an intriguing View of the gar­

den and dll'tant r,111ng hill~. Thl~ room to ~~ u~~d for me~ting~, eales and leetur!

The l,~~r I~V.I or th~ ~ame dim~n~lon~. and with a elmllar weet window, to be ueed

for a bright and pleaeant workroom ror the erart~, and which would al~o house the

kitchen washroom, etorage cuphoard~ and h~atlng equipment. From this lower level

there would be eaay aeeeee to th~ garden.

This attractive draWing wa~ unanl~ou~ly accepted by the member~ ot Klng­

crafts, but In order to eo~ply with th~~e plane more money than we then had In the

bank .ould be reqUired. The ~xecutlve m_t thl~ ~ituatlon by 8 w~ll-conceived Idea.

A speelal me~t1nt :>t all m"'''ber!:' wal!' called t:> approve or disapprove :>t the plan 1'01

1'lnanclng It. Ninety p~rcent ot th~ me.bere v:>ted In tavor. ThA ext~ a~:>unt need.

ed ~a~ *_200.00, and th~ plan concelvtd by the ~x~cutlvA ~a~ ae tollo.~:

To approach forty-t~o per""on~ Hving In the cOlll:!lunlthe In WhIch our .elllber:

llved (the"! t:>undarl·~ n:>l' r-.J.ch<>d Aurora, Newlll3rket, and ThomhlI1), and to a"k t::ll

IndiVidual l:>an~ or $100.00, wIthout Int~reet. trom each per~on. th~ loan to be re­

paid by K1ni!:crattl! within a perl:>d or rhl' y~ar~.

~3ch me.ber :>1' the Executive took her ~hare :>t na.ee and agreed to report tl

~eult~ ~lthln ten days. The organiZltltl:'l or KIngcratts, durIng th" pa~t rour years,

had apparently earned a very tIne reputation In the communIty, for the reepon~e to

our requeet~ ror loan~ wa~ ~v~rwhelmln8. At th~ end ot the ten day~ each member ot

the ExecutIve reported :>ne hundred percent ~uceee~.

With the n~ceeeary tundl' n:>w In the bank, the "go ahead" elgnal wa~ poeted,

and no t1me wa~ loet in turnIng the tlr~t ~od. Oreat ~al' the excitement on that day

In v1ew of the fact that we .e~ now property ~~ner~, and 8 very ~ubetantlal

body, It wae telt that It ~~uld be wl~e to incorporate under the lawe or the Pr:>vlnc

In June. 1955, we became Incorporated Ie KIHGCP~FT~: A Self~~upport1nt Mon-Protlt

Organltat1:>n .

In the
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the watchful ey~~ of an indefatigable and ~nthu~la~tle building committee. In talk­

ing to our rrl~nd~ about our hop~~ and plan~ for the future, numerou~ generou~ glft~

were Offered to U~ f:>1' thO') new building, !ncludlne th G furnace, floor covering, elec­

tric rlxture~, aluminum ~torm and ~creen doore, and paint. One man in the village

offered to do our pla~terlng free of charge. ~uch war the encouraging responee to

our efforts from the whole community.

Ae the bUilding neared completion the problem of baeic furnlture loomed up.

On the main floor, measuring 30 x 50 we needed a minimum of sixty chairs, a large

pine table and a chest of drawers, aleo curtains for the large picture Windows at

both ends of the room.

Once again a brain wave came to one of the member~, She approached a well­

known furniture and cabinet maker in Toronto, told him the ~tory of Kingcrafts and

the need of a large pine table, selling the idea to him that this piece would be on

loan to Kingcrafts and that the name of hie firm and the price would be neatly print

ed on a car<! in full view, Many people building new homes in the district would see

and admire this piece and probably order a similar one, or bUy this table Which woul

then be replaced l:y another; in other worde - an out_of.town showroom.

The owner of the shop, a great artist in wood carving and deeply interested

in the crafts, agreed to the proposition, and in due time the beautiful table was

delivered. A short time after Kingcraft House was opened the table wae sold and

replaced by another. Th.. idea was pr:)ven a success. But I might add, the owner of

the shop generously made a gift of the second table.

FolloWing the first successful effort in securing furniture, a second cabin€

maker was approached with the eame proposition, but this time the need was for a pir

Welsh dresser on which to shoW off our ceramics, with cupboards below in which to

store stationery and supplies. Hearing of the e~perience of the former cabinet make

he quickly agreed and produced for us a very beautiful piece Which greatly enhanced

our room. This Welsh dressed wae al~o on loan but did not readily sell as it was

fairly e~pensive. Two years passed by, and then one day we received a very polite

note from the cabinet maker to th'! effect that he was not in a financial position tc

make a gift of the dresser hut if we wj~hed to bUy it he would sell it to us at a

reasonable price for such a beautiful piece of furniture.

This problem was brought before th'! e~ecutive, for it entailed a substantial

sum of money not included in our bUdget. We had grown accustomed to this beautiful

piece of furniture and could not picture the long blank wall without it, yet we had

to be practical about the matter.



Two chOic~~ rac-d U~: W~ ~ould eith~r have to pay the expen~e or having

it moved ~ack to the o~n~r, ~hich would amount to a coneid~rabl~ eum, 2! have a

epecial Hom~ Bakery ~ale to ra1se the mon~y. Country Home Baking ealee are always

sn a~eured eucc~es. The matter wae put beror~ the members at the monthly meeting,

and theY unan1~uely voted 1n favor of the eale. It wa~ to be held Saturday, Oc.

tober 31st, Kallow~'en Day. Th1s gave UP an opportunity for 1ntere~ting decorat1ons

both in the build1ng and in the food.

EVery member was aeked to produc- home cooking, to the cost of $1.00 to her,

whlch would poe~ihly eel 1 for $2.00.

The Garden Group offered to help by mak1ng a doz~n or more attractive dried

arrangement. with driftwood, and thz m~mb~ra were allowed, If they so desired, to

aell any crafte they had on hand.

The eal~ turned out to be much bigg~r than planned. Practicallyeveryth1ng

.ae eold. The Baking ~ale alone raited mo~ than en3Ugh to buy the W~l~h dre~ser,

and the surplue wae ueed to purcha~e a much needed electric ttove.

Chalre were an absolute neceeeity. We appealed to active and a~sociat~ mem­

bers for donations of chair~. The chair~ ~ere of uniform ptack type. The response

to this appeal wa~ very generoue. An old cheet of drawere waa given by one of the

ae~era and w~ scraped it and waxed it our~elv-e.

Another m~mber, who wae ~enew1ng her 11v1ngroom curtains, £Ive Kingcratte

her vary ~uitable o,~e of theatrical gauz~. Anoth~r mem~er made u~ a gitt ot cup~

and sauc~r~. Odrl plate~ and trays dritt~d 1n trom kind triAnde, and a two.burner

el,ctric plate Qnd teak~ttle w~r~ al~~ glven to ua.

Each group expr~ee~d a d~~lr~ to c~ntr1bute to th~ rurn1ehlng~ or Klngcrafte.

The Hooking Group e~m~ yeare prevlouely, had, ae a group proJect, hookod a rug appro)

imately ~ x 36. dop1ctlng t~ Village ot King. Thi~ rug had ~-~n phown throughout

th, country at ~xhiblte. The Hooking Croup now ott~red thl~ a~ an lntereetlng piece

to hang ~ th~ wall. Another member had a wrou~ht iron frame .ad, upon which to hani

the rug. a~ it mad~ a most attractive wall d,corat1~.

The W~aving Group offer~d aG th~ir contr1bution to provide hand·woven cur·

talna tor the downata1r~ workrOOM: ivory w1th d,ep bande ot many colora.

The Leather Group made a bpaut1ful gueet book with K1ngcrafte and the Inalg­

ni3 of the Worklng Hande carved on the cover.

The Cera.ic~ Group contributed pottery aehtray~ and a lovely plate, with

'Klngeratte' worked into it. Thi~ adorne the Weleh dreee~r.

The Art Group had a metal etr1P. pa1nted green. to match the wall, and thie

wa. attached to the wall and afforde the group an excellent opportunity of exhibiting
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thel~ a~t M~~k and a~~lng colo~ful Int~re·t to the ~ooa.

The conveno~ ot the nard~n r.~oup ~~~~ tMO unueual wall plaquee In the ehape

ot an a~t1~t'~ pallet, on Mhlch ·he .a~e a .~·t artIstIc a~range.ent of drle~ frUIt!

nut!- and l"ave'". AI.o ..he contrl~ut'!'d a large and hantlso~ pl!!ce ot t1rlrt""od tille

wIth a colorful t1~ied a~~an~e.ent for a centrepIece on the pine table.

Th~ protluct~ Of the Smocking Group naturally ~l~ not len~ the~aelvea to turn

lahinga, but they contribute~ theIr ahar~ by KeepIng attractive and colorful smocked

articlee 1n the show caaes. ~everal women volunteered to paint the ~own8tairs work­

room to save the expenae of a painter.

So the essential! Mere nOM rea~y tor the grand opening.

In January, 1956. wr neo- home. Kingcratt H~uea, Ma .. complet'!'d !ufticlently

tor ua t~ hold our monthly m~eting. and that Mae a proud and never-to-be-to~gotten

day in the history ot Kingcratta. ZverY me~ter tOok a pereonal prl~e In the acca-­

plhh:.ent.

~lth the new tuil~ing came an intlux ~t neo- memte~a an~ ~roupa were greatly

enlarg"'l1.

With euch a low t!!~ It! $1.00 per year. there Wa! the ~Ilnger ot women be­

coming members primarily for aoeial reaaon!, With no eerlou! intention of learning

a craft or abIding hy our laws of attending the minimum fifty percent of their work

meetlnga. To overcome thla difticulty we eatllbllehed an initIation fee of $5.00

and tound that thl! helped to anew~r thi! problem.

While enthueiaSM ~v~r the new bull~ing wile at It~ hel~ht. plans were formu­

lated to repay ou~ loana and obtain a rund to me~t th~ yearly budget tor aalntalnin@

Kingc~att House. We ha~ met ~ith ~uch great ,ucc~s, at our previous eale in l~

that Me deci~ed t~ organize l.-edilltely tor a yet bIgger and better ellie in SepteDbe

1956. to be held once again 1n the Community Hall at Maple.

While ~e longed to have the eale in our new ~ingcratt House, yet our better

Judgment told u, that in o~er t~ rai,~ our obJ~ctive ot $4000.00. we woul~ need a

hall big ~nough to accommodate a very large atten~ltnce. po!!1bly fift~en hundred to

two thousand people. TiCkets tor admittance were once again sold in advance. Rach

member wa~ r~ep~n8ible for 'elling a m1nimum ot ten ticket, an~ tive book! ot rattle

tlcketa. The~e were given to the member~ four to fIve monthe in Il~vance ot the sale

~ery mem~er put h~r shoulder to the wheel for thie ~tfort. for ~e ~ere all

anxlo~a to have Klngcraft Houee tree ot debt. Once agaln we far exc~ede~ our ob­

Jective and thue were able to repay by October. 75~ of every $100.00 lent to u'. and

by the f~lll)OOing epr1ng. ae ..letood by the tact that a te~ gener~u.-a1nded people re­

turned our cheqUa~ and thus Da~e ue gIft. of theIr loana. ~e were enabled to ~epay
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all out~tandlng amount~. Tho r~~ult wa~ that loan~ wer~ ~ntlrelY repaid in ~ighteen

.cnth~ in~t~ad ot th~ tlve year~ a- promi~ed. and th~ tln~ reputation and contldence

In the me.ber~ at Klngcratt~ wa~ maintained and even ~nhanc~.

In addition to repaying th- loan~ • .,e had eutticlent ~urplu~ to pureha~e eo.e

~ch needed turni~hing~ tor th- kitchen and workro~ on the lower level. Ae king­

cratt~ wa~ now being rented to other organizatlon~ tor evening .eetings. thie nec­

eaeitated an addition to the number ot chair~ and cupa and aauc~ra to the capacity

ot one hundred people.

In th~ year 1956 KingcraCta beca.~ an affiliated m~m~er of the ~anadian Handi

crafta Guild ot Toronto. and w~ were honoured When th~y aaked our Hooking r.roup to

exhibit their ruga. and to demonatrate thle craft at the Guild Exhibit at the Cana­

dian National F.xhibition. Thi:- group hal naW fUlfilled thla r~que~t tor thr~~ con-

lecutiv~ yaar~. and ha~ becom~ well known to peapl~ far and wide who are intereated

in thie craft.

Throughout th~ yeara Kingcrafte haokerl and weavera have eXhibited and won

many awards and h::morabl., mention~ for their work at the Montreal CanadUn Handicraft

Guild SXhibit. London Oistrict Weavere. and Canadian Handicraft Guild Exhibit at the

canadian National ~hlbitlan. For two conlecutlve year~ the Rug Hookere have de.on­

Itrat~ their cra1't at the Dalzlel Pioneer l'lu-'!lJ.,. They al:oo eJfhi~1ted at the ~illCoe

County Art- and Cratt~. where our fr-:oident Wle aaked to tell the ~tory or Kin~cratte

A.onget the .e.~ere of Klngcrafte wer~ .any young "~en .,ith a..ll children.

who could not attend our aonthly .e·tlng~ and thus l~t touch with the work being do~

outside ot their own group. Al:oo by thi:o time w_ had ~early one hundred asaociate

ber~ lntor~d or the ever.lncr~a:olng activltlo~ of Kingcratte. lt wap eugleeted that

a quarterly pUbllcatlon be edlted and I~nt out to all member~. Thu~ THE KIWGCRAFT

CHRONICLE eam~ lnto belng in 1955 und-r the able dlrectlon and ~ltlng or one of our

younger lII.,.ber:o. N,w. in ita rourth year. it hap proved to be of inestll111ble value

and ot great lnt arest to all who receive It. The circulatlon of the laet edltion in

November, 1959, wa~ ovar thr&e hundred, and at every issue there i~ an 1ncreaee as

About thl! tlm~ one of our mam~era mad~ a pen and ink aketch of Kingcraft

Houe~, wlth th" idea of hav1ng it u~ed 8:0 a frontl~plece 1'or "Hal'ty_Note~". and on

the back page 8 route map from Toronto to Klngcraft Hou~e. The drawing wa:o :oubmitted

to the exacutive. They agreed that there wa~ a need for :ouch ~tationery tor sending

h " 'l'A it could ~ !"old to the lJIelJlbers tor per-out lnvitation- and letter:o of t an ...l. ..

on" thou:oand "ere printed and Nlde up lnto package:o of ten and twenty-1'11sooal ue~.
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and ~~ld f~r 504 and $1.00 r~~poctlvely. Thl~ ~tatlon~ry pr~v~ to ~e v~ry popular,

and ~ef~re long a ~.c~nd or1~r wa~ prlnt~d, thi~ ti~e in grc~n Ink. Many th~~and~

of th~~. Ha*ty-M,t*s hav~ ~*~n ~'ld thr~ugh,ut the y·arr, not ,nly t~ Kingcraft~

-e~h~r~ hut al~' to vl~it,r· t, our attractive Craft H,u~e.

In 1951 a y.arly ~udg~t f~r th· .alntanance of Klngcraft H,u~e war carefully

~tudled and ~.tlmat·d at 1600.00 p.r yaar. Thlr Included taxe~, wlter. light, 011

for haating, clr~taklng, gra~~ cutting, .n~ rh,ve111ng, plu~ an 'DPle ~urp1u~ tor

any n~ce.rlry ~~ll repalre. The Pr*.ident It thi~ tl~e (1951) wap I very level­

headed and far_reeing per·,n, Ind whl1. w. w~re free of any debt Ind hId rufficient

fUnd~ in the bank to carry u~ f,r ,ne year, rh~ f-lt rtr,ngly that we rh,uld have a

reserve building maintenance fund, for any .~rg.ncy which might ari~e regarding the

building, thur all.viatlng th~ 'x~cutlv~ ,r any p·rsonal flnancial re~p~n~ibility.

In ,rder t~ rai~· thi~ fund we decided t~ h~ld a emaller rale at Kingcraft Houee in

Oct~ber 1959. We had nine m~nthp in which to w~rk and prepar~ ror thiS Rale. Rvery­

one wae enthu-ia~tic in anticlpati~ or the rlret eal~ in our ,wn attractive build in,

craft-,

~ntrance tick·t~, including lunc~, wcr~ once again eold in advance, for King

craft Hou-~ would not accommodate ~ore than about one hundred and fifty people at ~n

time. A r~volutiona~ ido~ in dI·play .3· planned ~y a ~.h.r who had yea~ ,f ex­

p~rienc~ In h*r ~wn artiotic girt -h~p, lnd tha re~ult wa~ breath-taking In ite beau

Our w~rk, though attractive a~ ,f high quality, wa~ enhanc·d hy th~ ingeniou. way 1

which It wa~ di-played.

The -al~ opened at lO.jO and w~ wer~ practically -,ld out by ~ o'clock.

Our patrone fro~ T,ronto and ~utlying dlrtrlct~ appreciated the ~pportunity

thop early and partake or an attractive lunch ··rved In the Anglican Sunday ~choOl

acro~t the road. H·re many tre~~urad handicraft articlee, whIch were not for ~al~,

decorated the wall~ and mado Int-~n~ting convor~ation piece~.

The fInancial re~~lt~ or thi~ -ale werp once again beyond our expectatione,

and we were not only able to ~~tablieh a ,ub~tant1al building maintenance fund, but

alto put arlde a ~um for ~pncial Inrtructlon to the group~ and make addltione to our

equipm.nt and to th· referencp 11~rary. In thi~ ~alp tho memb.re rpceived 15% from

the -ale of their work and Kingcraft~ ~5%. Many,f the membere epent th·ir returne

on buying ~otter materlal~ and equlpm~nt, thue ever improving the qualIty ,f their

work. But in -om- caae. thlr oxtra amount of inc~~ ha~ helpad ~ny a ramily throug

an anxiout financial period.

The y.ar~ 1959 and 1959 eaw great chango. In the garden at Kingcrart House.
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"
•

"
" .0'.·••' had be~n built the previouon th~ south ~ld~ ~r the fr~nt la~n an are Te. ~.

fil1'"d the back of the t ..o hundred foot lot.
year and plant~d hy th" gar(l,?n gr:)up.

nursery ot ~ma11 g:)vern~~nt ~v~rgr~"n~

This ln the epring ~a~ a blare of colour.
,

__•__••, ••• d:)nated and ,lanted by one of the ~A cedar hedge for the enti~ ~outh ~vvT~ •

h h - d ".••••.•• , •••, flne epeeimen ehrubs, ineluding lilbel'S, ~ith the aid or er ue~an. ~ •

hyacinths and daftodils, ware planted

wer" fortunat~ in having two v~ry large old and widely-

r 'h" .• ,urehased troD! tunde made availabletl:)..ering crabs, spirea and or'"'y , ~e •.

epecial sale of plants and bulb'"' arranged by the garden gr:)up.

In the autumn of 1959, many fine ~pecie8 of bul~s, including tulipe, aeillas

:)0 the north horder, and lately a fe~ pe
Irape

tnnials have hean added.

bJ·

spreading apple tre~e in the garden, and ln the apring we occasionally sit und~r the

for our meetings.

'I'h~ hUllhand of the convenor ~r the garden Iroup I118da three hi Ih r4(l~ood b'el-

liSeS for th~ south wall of Kingerafts and now vinee hide an oth"rwi'"'e plain and un­

attractive wall.

Th" garden group m~mbare, numberinl about "lghtaen, took on the reaponsibili

or ke.. plnl the grass and flo~er bed~ ~atered during th'" ~ummer m~nths __ no ~an tas

when on~ reali%~" thet thes'" ~:)g~n all have gardens of their own to attend to, and

many have at least five to ten miles to drlve to reaeh Kingeraft House.

The enthuelallm of this group ill in'"'pired by the leader~hip of a ae~ber with

t1re1e~e en~rgy and one incr..a~ing purpo~", to .eke our gar(l"nl' beautiful. JUngcraf

throughout the t~n years, ha~ heen moat fortunate in the high quality ~r itl' leaders

not only the executive level but al"o in the individual craft groupe. All Ia'!mber8

hold offiee for a period n:)t exc'"eding two y~al"'; but there hae never been a lack of

efficient lead~r~ t~ follow th~ high standard ot their pl"ed~c~l!l'orll. A feeling of

the no~ :)f mol't w~en for th.. '"xprl!l''"'~on ~f b~uty, rind~ an outlet in ~ingerafts,

.nd this Ilpirit produce! a del'lr! to give freely and ahly :)t their individual abUit;

for leadership.

Ho~~v'!l", in '"'pite Of th.1l' "phndid leaderehip, in the l!prin~ of 1959 a cel".

tain not.. of apathy "' .....1Il"<:l to r_ apparent in some of th"! gr~ups. It i", the rellef

ot Kingcraft~ that n~thing .. tandt< .. till in thi~ ~orld; ther" IIIUl't !;e .. ith-'r progress

or rec"l'"'S'i:)n. Of couro" it il" p~s"ibl" that thil' 'p,thy "'e partially du- to 'Sprini

Pever', ~ut pllychologically the tim~ had arrived whon inspiration from an outside

~ource ~a" n"l"d""'. The idea or Jl'ltroducing a cour!>e or lectur~l' on 'Colour and Orig·

1nal Dosign' ~a" thoroughly l:)oked into and the rel'ultl' pre""!nt~d at the June meeting

The cour"., ~a~ to conolpt of a ser1e .. of '"'ix lectur~l' to be given ~nce a week

fro- mid-October t~ mid-Nov'"mh"lr, ry a ....ll-kno~n .rti"an and leeturer on this aUb-
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J~ct, th~ f~~ f'~ thl~ cour~~ t, ~e ~3.00 per m~Qb~r (SO; p~r l~cture), to be payable

jn advance. Thl~ wa~ t~ c~v~~ th~ ~xp~n~~~ ,f the teaeher'~ f~~. A b~ok wa~ p3~sed

a~,und at th1~ meet1ng f,r m~mb~~~ t, slgn if th~y wi~hed to tak~ the~e lectures,

and to our amazem1nt ~lxty wom~n out of th~ ~lxty-flve preocnt at the meeting ex­

pres!ed thelr d~~lre t~ take th~ eo~r!e. We thought that ~y the Call the enthusiasm

h
"

d d' , C," ~o~. ".,-'y ••m~ero a~~IYed at Kln~craft Hous
~lght wan~, but on t e ~ a e a ~ n c_ ~ ~_ e

at 10.15 A.M., -qulpp~ with p~nclle, rubber~ and drawlng p1p~r, r~ady and eager to

broad.n their horlzon".

Xt wa~ an ~Xhaustlng mo~ing, C,r It ha~ ~1~n a l,ng tlme slnce many of u~

had experl~nc~d ~uch conc1ntratlon ,r effort. The group turn~d out to he mUch too

large for on~ pnrson to manage, .0 ~_ wnre dlvld nd into morning and afternoon claseee

10 o'cloek to 12 and 2 ~'clock to~. W~ left at the end of our fir~t lectc~ with,

ala~~ h,me-w,rk to ~ d~no ~eCor~ the f~llowln. w1ek. Thl~ eeem~ alaoot m,re than

lie could take. Par 'DIP- of U" 1thad 1'0"'Tl Carty year'$ since we Iud t-enn given 'hoeewo

An amu~lng exp~rlence 1~ told hy one ,f the younger me.~~~, the mother of Ce

young h,y~. ~h~ ..a~ "lttlng at the table with the two young~r ~one While they were

doing their hom~w,rk. ~Yentually she hrought out her drawing paper and pencil and

start~d on her work for the lecture th~ followlng m,rning. When aeked by the ten-yea

old why ehe look'!'d eo worrl00d, she replied, ~I am dolng lIlY hoaew~rk." The boys thoufj

that thle .as a big Jok~ and lau~h~d heartily at th~ ~ight of their .u.my doing hoa~-

work. The older ~oy, somewhat ot an a~tist, "ald: But what are you so .orrled about

to Which i!!he repli.d, ~I haYe to mak~ an ortginal de~lgn tor a ChrtstllllS card tonlfjht

The artlllt lad said, "Why that':!! as ,a~y as falling off a log", and In a Yery few 1Il1n

utes he produced an intereptlng and certainly an orlginal d~~ign.

~uch 1~ the ea~· WIth whIch imaglnatlve and unlnhlt-ited YOuth can produce

orlglnallty whil:!! to adult:!! it ie a i!!truggl~.

The r~:!!ulto or th~ ·~ri'i!! of l-ctures wal!! very gratIfying. Naturally some

benet1tted auch a:>M than ot~r:e, but IIIllny of our _mher!l produced their own orIginal

eslgn for Christmas card~ by th~ block 11n,16um meth,d, others made block prints on

place m~ts tor Chrl"'tmae glttl'-, whUe ,Y~ryone galni!!d an Ini!!lght lnto the field of

the Imp,rtance of c,lour and originality in dei!!ign in modern-day craftemani!!hlp.

i!! ~ought a much_n~~d~ gr~en~ hlackhoard fra.ad In pln~. and an excellent textbook

d,~lgn which W3i!! highly rec,mmend-d by our instructor, another valuable addltlon

o our reter~nce library.

It Is qUite pos:!!ibl, that, In the not too dletant tuture, we may add an eIght
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craft to Kingcraft~, that of 'T~xtile Printing', and this would be the result of

th~ keen inter~st shown by many of our Members in the lectures and demonstrations

in this fascinating and moet us~ful craft.

At pre~~nt we are very hu~y planning and organizing for our fifth Kingcrafts

~ale to be held in October, 1960.

One of th~ main ohjectives for this sale is to raise funds to purchase a

fifty foot lot next to Kingcraft Houe~, if and when it becom~s available. We feel

that it would not only be a good investm~nt, as our present property hal! dOUbled in

value in three years, but also another and more important real!on is that if King­

crafts continue~ to grow 1n mem~ership at the rate that it has done 1n th~ past ten

years, we Rhall h&ve to face the necessity of enlarging our present building to ac-

commodate the members.

Many ~f our members feel strongly that any new addition to Kingcrafts should

provide accommodation for a workroom for the men of our community, especially those

~ho have retired, in order that they too might follow the hObbiee of their chOice

and at the same time mset in fri~ndly unison. Of course this is still a dream, but

to quote l':arl ~andburg, "Nothing happens unless fir"t a dream."

Gifts atill continue to arrive at Kingcraft House, th~ latest b~ing a much­

n~eded pine lectern to match the beautifUl pine table referred to earlier in this

story. It is being made by th~ pame firm and will be pres~nted at the January month

meeting. Thi~ is a gift from th~ author of this ~tory, to commemorate the tenth an­

niversary of Kin~crafts.

The foregoing has been a chronological account of the ~2terial and fascin­

ating growth of Kin~crafts over the period of the last nine years. Now for the even

more important human side of the story.

Any community enterpris~, to be successful, shOUld be unselfish in its ob.

jectives. It must attract and hold its mem~ers, through their sincere desire to

help one another rath~r than in any spirit of competition. Human valu~s far out.

weigh those of dollars and cents, neceesary as they were and are and will continue

to be in our future advancement. The human values to which I refer are not merely

theoretical but have been vividly apparent throughout the years.

The follOWing human values seem to be uppermost. They are:

1)

2)

Congenial companionship has been found, both by long-time reSidents and newcomer
to our fast-growing community. Women who had experienced great loneliness, and
in some cases where life was without purpose, have found a way to happiness by
joining a group of women who are eager to ~hare their knowledge and experience
of a craft with their n~ighbours.

Working creatively with the hands and mind breaks down any social barrier that
otherwise might exist, and almost all of us have pome latent talent which, when
discovered and developed, will bring a profound sense of reward and satisfaction
to the indiVidual.
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I) Thp. joy of learning and di~covery of new fields at any age.

I) Our homes and gardens have been enhanced in beauty ry the knowledge we have
acquired through lectures and demon~trations throughout the year~, on colour
and design, history of fabrics, gardening and the uae of driftwood and dried
flowers for winter arrangements, vegetable dyeing of wool, conservation, and
many other SUbjects of int~rest. The creative work of our hands in weaving,
hooking, ceramics, leathercraft, smocking, art and flower arrangements, have
found important plac~s in our homes, and have given to us a wider reali~ation
of life's enduring values.

It is with great pleasure and a feeling of pride that I write this account

of the 'Kingcrafts ~tory' and the magnificent achievement of the women of King and

:l1strlct. My hope is that it may prove to be an inspiration and valuable guide a"d

pattern for any group of women desiring to find expression of Beauty through the

"ork of their hands and minda.

Perhaps the truest meaning of Kingcrafts is beet exemplified in the follow­

ing verses written by our PUblicity Convenor, who takes for her title the Kingcrafts

inaignia, which is 'A Pair of Working Hande'.

A Pair of Working Handa

A pair of working hands,
Symbol of Kingcrafts,

Sturdy, deft and sensitive,
Fashioning creative instinct

Into tangible workmanship.
This is Klngcrafts.

A pair of sensitive hands,
Country women at work

Capturing the light and shadow of a summer day,
Catching the burnished autumn tones,
The tender grace of a leaflike spring,

Taking the vivid hues of the garden's ecstacy,
This is Kingcrafte.

A pair of creativ.:- handa,
Searching design, seeking perfection,

Hidden Joys springing to life,
Heart and hands producing,
Knowing that handcrafts are

Inseparable to living.
This is Kingcraft~.

Laura Rolling - 1956.

Muriel I.Flavelle,
"Kingswold" King,
January 15, 1960.

With grateful acknowledgment to:

a) Mrs.James Baxter, whose research through the minutes of meetings of nine years
for a chronological report of the development or Kingcrafts, which she gave at
our Ninth Birthday Meeting in September 1959. This ha~ proved to be of great
assistance to me in wrItIng this 'Kingcrafts Story'.

b) Mrs.Laura Rolling ror the verses which she wrote on 'Kingcrafts'.

e) My huscand, Sir Ellsworth Flavelle, for the pietures he took of all the most
important events in the development of Kingcrafts, and for his eneouragement
and helpful vision all through the years.
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The eerli"st r"oordO'd history of this "r"" is fDUnG 1n Ferey J. !(ob1nson's book

"Toronto during t~"e Fr<'neh Rer,! rwo"; in w!1i"h 1n full dehll the "Toronto Carrying Place". is

d"s':rlhed •

This pOThg" thirty nil"" in lenGth, f"r",ed slink het"""n Leke Ontario s~d the Upper

""kes. It ren fro", the r.outh of the Hu",hqr Hi" ..r to th.. ""at hranoh of the !!olle"ld River. It

11M slwIlY" trsv"rse<! on toot, 800 seve<! s detour or hun<!:reds of IIrll..," ovn expose" wet"". or the

Crest j,IIkes. This ""8 no nj"<'lJnory 111<'.18n trsil, hut 8 ""in thorou,~hfere S8 01<1 8S hUl""" IH" in

Aft"" crossirg Eloor SI" N,.t of Jun" St., it followed o1.osely the COUrBe of th.. Humber.

!t swune to the .sst of !l,me"n Gre"k. I("ppbg eest Dr the 1'1''''1', it crossed 8 SlllIlll stream one

en<! " hslf n11,," south of rurp~vill$. SWi~r.inl! w~~t, it cro~.r<l the ea.t hranch of the Hu"rrr

clo.", to th.. "pot wh"r" th~ roarl nro""eS it torloy >It th" lath "lllor,~ of King rr">lk. To th~

north of this ford th~ tr~ll entrrs A w1!rler rf>!>ion, "wbgin!> to the ""st of the 6th. conc""sion

road, north or H~ck~tt I,al:e., and cro~~ing 8 h"j.i!ht of land 1.150 f"et above se~ l""d (ridli:~a or

King). Ka"ping dightly '.0 th" east to avoid t,h~ s<>ur,,~a of thO) nu.... roua ~Mll ~tre~".... flOWing

northwar<', into th" I!olland Ri"~r, th" trall ran no,th tI littl" f>~5t of the 6th. conc~uion. The

end of the Carr::';nr: Pl~ce wh"re Sir1Coe CSClpffi ia " qllart~r of A ",Jl~ ~outh-woat of th" northtrn

extre"'1ty of th.. 6th. cOM~saion ro~e.

Rob1n"on des~r1l>es th~ tr~Jl s~ follow~,

"Toront.o CarryinG Place ror a c"ntury ~OO a half bofore the arrival of John Gn.vcs

Simco<.>, poss"sa~a s history, wh1<.>h, thoW:h little 1<nown, 1a alwaY" er~~ti<.> s'lf. picture.que; it

i" th" hist~r)' of th .. wlld~rn"s" til" fur_l,r~de, of the w~ra snd cru"ltl.o. of the lroquois, of

the advpntures of pxplor..ra and ",ission"r1"s, of th~ di~c<.>".".:; of the :lisa'""l.pl'l. Valley s".;! the

Great 'forth IIpst.

By the beginn1n!> of th<.> 17th. nentur" t~.e !-'rench explore,.. uncleI' (:hamplab hae set "p

a oolony in Queb"o, an(l had ""d" fri~nds of th" Huron Inrlia~~ end ...,~..,;<.>~ of tha rroo.uo'"_ The

Huron hunt:nr, grounds fronl.e<l on thp al,or,'s of Lak" Ont~rio end ext<.>n<\f"<l to Lake Si:::ooe; but

thdr fortH1«1 v111ag,," lay nc,'th in th" nidhnd district. Only en~8"'l'npnt. w"r~ built in the

huntbG ar<>s; the One in thh d!~t.rl.ot h~bC at Ha~k_tt takA, The Iroquoia, th" Hurons woret ""eme'

dw"lt on th" south .hore of l,~l:e OnUlri<.> in 'Ie'" 1'<.>rk Stuto. Cont.inuel "Arr1ng waa carried on

betwe..n thee" tliO tribes "'1th the r'r""ch aa~iet.i"g the '.UrOM.
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Among ChaMPlain'. party WM a young ,'renohl'l8rt oem!<! Etieflne brule. Winning fsvour 81::0n&

the Huron', he wea taken into t~eir tTll", and h""sne like the'" in every rpsp<>ot. On September 8,

1615, Brul;;, in C0"'l'sny wit!> t"elve HUT"" warriors traveUo:<l do',m the Carrying Place to seek

assistanoe of the An~.8"t~8 In<llart8 who 11'100 in esat..rn P""naylvanl.a in ""T against the )roquois.

Bru1' WM the first "hit<. <l/ln to ''''oss the Toront<:> Carr;nng P18ce, discover Lake Ontario end vi""

the .He or the City of Toronto.

Two ,Teeuit ,,18810081"1"8, Brebauf end Chsrmant, paued thl. 'WfJy in the Sprirg of 16/,1

On their "ey beck to .'ort Ste. )-lIlri", efte,. apendbe 8 winte,. "ith the lleutr81a. ~bout 1895 8

"",,11 Js.uit stone was found in lIeuc:hsn towrship, in lot 24, conoession 5 "lth the date 1641

OM'''O'd on it.

By 16/,0) the Hurona ,,~,... rlriv"n fro", to" loom dong the Carrying Pl"~,,; and the Iroq"oi"

held uOOieputf>d poe~e""ion of to~ hOOa lying h~tween Leye Ontario era I.t!ke Simco" until th.. end

of the 17th century. This part of the cou"try ehoum'e(1 in fur-h'Mrinl: sni~la, and the Carrying

Place wea ueerl "",inly by fur tr"rlera.

In 1680 1.IISII11e fl.rst crosse<! the Carrybg PIece fro,", Boutb to north; then twice in 1631.

He fOUnd it the Bhorteat rout" b"tween L"ke Ontario end Leke !!"ron, end a .heltered route in stormy

w~ather. In his account of th" trip up the Carrying PlAM, LeSall" "rote "All bel'gage o:ust be

carried over the crest of vnr.v high ,""untdns"--a glolling tribut.. to +.he ridge. of K:lng. It is aho

possible LaSalle crosaed thia rout" ar:ain in 168) lifter deecending the Mb,1adWi. The Carr.vlne:

Place rilly be proud of so ""'ny historiOBl t'>erlOri"s or this r""'.arkable tIIan.

By 17S8 the French hact abandon"" their t"ading poat at the "'outh of the HUlOber RivH.

The Iroquois hsd !:One beck to the Bouth .hor" of l.ek" Ontario; and the Hi'"haeugs Indians h~d

dritt<'d down fro", tAA north to rArlSC" the",. By 1760 th.. !'.ngl.iah lIere a"tUed at Toronto, and they

aoon reslizl'd the il'lportAnce of t'>e Carrying Placc M th" aafe lIay to th" Upper G,...at Lakes. O:l

,Septe"b"r :n, 178'1, a meeting took place on the Fay of Quint... bflt""en the "ngliah and Mi""lae"ugaa.

Sir John John"on ~'as the InMan ag"nt at th~s tjne, About one thirn of York County, incluMng nearly

140 "'1uare <'Iile" ot lang 'l'ollnship W85 purchOB~d from the Indiana for the sum of .eventeen hundred

pounds ia cash an~. goods. 1,107 InCi.."" had an intereat in th1e tr""sectioll.

Ia 1791 the Canada ~ct ·.Ia' I"'ss"<1, Ul_por Canada hecame an Indepenf.ent province, with John

Grs"pa SJ.I'l~o" as it.' first L1eut~nbnt-E>""~rnol·. In 17<13 Sil':lCoe "isite<l Lnke Huron by way of the

Carrying Place. A "''''''bn of Si""o,,'a p"rty sain of ',he Carrying Place "the scenery ~a" fit tor

pictur"s the "ho1r way". In 1794 Governor ~itiCo~ choae and suneyed th" rout.. of Yonge Street;

a'll! sfter ita op~nJ.ng in 1796, the Hu"her-Holland route Waa shandonPd. The to·.Inshi;>s were

iMediately set.tled aft<>r the Canada Act, and the original trail Soon v"ni'h"<l except at ita

northern ter",inua in the fiolland l:ivcr 'i\8rah.
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Eversl"y .b'ld. at th.. Inteneotion of The Thir<l of King, two end a half rlliles north of

the townliM of King and V"ughen. It i. th.. e~ntre of a fine aerieulturd distrint, dotted with

lakes and I»<th<><l in th.. "'.rl'\th of iU sunlit fielda. It slopes to the south of the Humber Riv~r and

to ti'.e r1d(;<!s of nng to the north.

POSSibly the beginning of F:v"rsl~y "as a store on the north eaat corner, and e larc:"

As " .. re"",,,,h'r r.:vH"l....y, e HeckaMith "hop stood On th<:> south-eMt corn~r•..•••

The Stolth, e tUghty "",n 11M r.e,
With large nnd sin<,lIy han<~s

And the "".cl..s of hi. brallny ar"",
Were strong liS iron bends,

On th.... north II..S'. corn~r ntood e IIh~"lllrieht's shop, pr"sitic<! Over by !-lr. Rob~rt Re<laeth,

whos .. son, H...... J. J. Rf'dd"th, lIaa a pror.rln~nt H..thodi.t preach~r, Hia d"ellinr, stood to tho north,

and Mrth of th<!t 'IllS th.. Hugh Mitchell hono. )·lr. Mitch"ll was known e" Dr. Tiok, as hi" "ork ",," to

clean th" flocks of sheep fron their troublMome .'1",,1' tich. Tho family 1I~.'e .ms~oal an<! the hymM

and 1'."1"",,, on Sundays ""re l<'d by Dr. Tink'e J'>OlInrful voice, assisted b;' his family.

'Iext to th", stOl'., st<>oo a ~lIell1ng wh"r<> ~1ff ..r~nt faroil1 ..a 1hed in our tl"II:ory. Mr. and

Y",s. ~cK~llBr retired thore in t~"ir ol<'l BEe. J... ter l·:r•• 1'. Gellatly BnG her oaughter., Bos.ie enG

Maggie, e highly respect«<l lind much loved feMily kept t!':e post office an<! a sna!l atore later on as

the larea store was burned dOlln.

'[ext to this stOt>d t!':" Baptist Churc'l, wh<>rn th~ 1Ior"'-3n Hutchinson's And other h"'ilies

worshj"p«'l. Lster on t"1e chm'oh wss ",,',F><'. to Kine, whore Peth<'1 llapt1.t lI<>rvincII are now conducted

by Rev. ~:r. Hart.

South of tbe bl"c~s!:'l1th shop stood two 'lOMeli, one for the blackanith, whon we re"'ernl'er all

IHr. Kitch..n, end later Al,.x. liurst and his family. Th.. na.xt house aOO th.. ohe"ae faotory belo" it

Iho"aed the families of the F.vnrslPj' che"""",,kera.

The nBl'\O F.vcrs1ny is pos"ih1y "aOled for a 1ittln vilhge in Eng].B".l. ,JlteraIo>y Anglican

IChurch wsa th" church "h"r" CharI .... Kinr.aloy was cur"te. \1e reMeMher hi'" aa the writer of

j"Westllere Ho." I alwa)'!! ".hink of hill: 1n "'Y mnd sa living next to our Stone C'lureh in the red

brio~ tltlnse of ~h" Tawre la",ily.
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The pioneer r"mili~s :Include<!--Ilodgers. who owned the 2('(1 SOl'O far", "it~. the large red

briek house ellat of t.he corn~r. Hr. Tl!'othy hodgers rdaN! a r"llljly of noted Olen. Dr. Dsvld

RO<lg"rs of Ne;;l'l8rht, an<! the b~t a'mUst for n large district "rO\lo<\, Dr. billy nodg~rs••\lao

to the north on" Cin.. rarm, J:I ..,1e Hode"''''_ nao Henry HodffeTs. who tonk ovcr th" store for 8.,"",

yura. until ho l ..ft it for th.. ferm, "bpI''' he <11"<1, 1eav1r.!: Tho"",,, (:drM to carryon. He, w:lth

t~r•• Hodgers, Aunt Jessi", "" aha "sa lov10&1Y called, retired t", Aurora, whue she died at the

sge of 'l4.

Then th""" were the \/cl18, probahl;< of Unitf'd Empire LoyslisU stock. ShU '.e devote "

."parate chapter to the \I"11s7

The Fergusons, Scotta, Lloyl!s, T.."."s snd Folliotts ocouple<! far"""

tHF. IIF:LLS

Jude" Dslton Weps. Does that nsr:>e t1lea~ a~ythinc to You~ Had you livl'd on the 'third of

King fro", I)ver~ley down curing the last contury, you woule! lulve kno,,~ the naM of o;ells. 'thatwa.

a pioneer family. Th"re were two of the ole..r farnilies, .Tohn and ,Ioel and their deacendant!. I

rel:lernber old ).Ira. John !,/ell., Who, in her old "I:" lived at rv~r'ley in th" house in which th"ir

grandson Lyle Wells, l1v"," no".

'l'h&ir sons Wer" .10<'1 "no Ja",.e.. .10"-1 o"nOO the south eAst corn"r farl'! And hed a r'ld

brick house. Ha built a chees" factory st tha south of 1>'vnrsl":\'. The rsr.e of Everslcl' chee.e Wa'

known far snd "id". The farmers were out early with thair war;o~s of rolk ca~s Going to the ch"..se

factory. Aft..r the Ill1lk "M weiehed lind the CAnS "n:ptied into th" bie tank, the fllrr\er~ drove a

little further to th.. "hey pu",p and filled the csn. with whey for the piCs.

Hslf "ey down the '1".1,. side, was the far" of Mr. ,la,,<oS W"lh, H.. elM lived in e red

brick house. Lat..r it WaS taken down and th" pres<mt white briok dWnllinl: WaS erectl'd. I bel:leve

that all the red brick hOllS,," wer., huilt of hr:lcks burned on the far"". Thl'Y certa:lnly were lare:e a

well bU11t.

8esides the two \/ell's ~ brick, Mid tho large ROOlIers, th"..e wu the Scott ho,""" the

~an$c, a nest cottage in wh:lch the Ta"se facily liv""",, aho the two sonS of Joel \:011$, Pearson and

Gabri<'1 live<! in the very lare:" solid brick house. 'lnw th"s» are pllint"'Cl white.

Mr. \:1111a" Halls. el~est Son of ,Tarn~ Well. is still living. He 'ISS r,.eve of King

for so"c years and lived On his farm north of T"",p<'l'anoeville in a red, hrlck house.

FarthH down on the Third, P..araon ',I"Us livoo on h:la fine ferOl, throulIh which the

Humber ran on its way fro" Lake lIilcox down to Toronto lilly. The rdlway tracks eut the far", 1n

two on the South. It is noW a forestry dernonatration, ann v"ry heautiful '11th its hlue spruce aOO

.cotch pine.

Pearson IIdls rapr"'''nterl th.. Liberala for north York in the F'l<!"ral Govcr~"ent in
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Ott"",,_ for" tar",. He was highly "stee",ed. 1l1~ <>1d,,~t Son ''''~ !)T. John lisps, "dentlst. He

suft"rce fro," epilepsy snll oCten "AS UMble for his work. He had ""rrll'<! JosephiM Erwin snd "I'"
studied dentistry 1n Canada, and """ b 1>"00 one too. Their son, nalton c. \:"118. W8~ the fint Judg,

Dslton !fells of whom ,", spoke. " .ludg" of the Supr""", GauTt of Cm'>"d". So lift up your heada .. littl

higher, yo" people or Ev"rsley. for" judI>" has CO"" from your ranks.

Gabriel lJ"Us. brother nC Pearson, I1vAd On th.. fsr", west, also 1n .. fine TOO, brick house,

He and Pesreon :<e115, "eT" Disoipl"" of: Christ, and sttende<J tho church ir. Auro:>u, of that

dcno",Jnst1on. Gllbri<!I Wel18 huilt a '-hurch em the King cor""r of his tel'''' and though in my "'''!'lOr)",

'188 not used "" .. churnh. It still stands M " c!-.urch on the north boundry of King, and i. h.o"n 8"

the olc Church.

Th" Jar.t~a ;I~lla. lIeTe Preabyterian" an<! "orshiJl!,ed in the Stone Church, wilt on the aouth

eaat corner of the Ja,""" ;leUa' farr:. The rPd hr~"'k "aMe "a' north of thf> church, the fIrst rMice,

Miniater wa. Rev. John Taw.e. He clll'\O fro", Scothnd. !l.. hlld b~cn "",l'l"ioo three ti",,', and h.c two

daughters, Mary aOO CcorgiM. The latt.er h"ca"''' the wifc of Rev. Dr. JaM. Corf'liche.el. Al.o a .on,

John, WhO ownw the farm oppo'ite th .. church. Th" pr"~'"nt .chool 'I". built "n on" acre of hie. farn.

The grendc'lildr.." of R"". Ttl"." atill occU1'y th" .,enso, whichwU ro·built .""erd yN,ra "Co.

One of the earU,,"t dbtrict church,," .nd th" old"st of th" Pr,,"byt"rian cherg"a, Jo'v"rsl"y

conr,regatlon "M founde<! in 18)/•• Th" pr... ""t 31.00" chuJ"oh "M "r"cted in 1848, ond i. a land ....erk

of early arcHtectur.1 of the gothic de.ign. The ce""'tuy .ur,'ounding fro", 1837 to 1877, • period

of 40 Y""~ra. The c"roetary .urrour<line the church holM t.he r"""ins of Rev. John Taw.e, "ini.tor

fro .. 1837 untHl 1877, a period of 1,.(1 years.

r.versl"y Jo're.byt"r1en Church '1M an offahoot of 'l".J:lIlrket Pr".byt"rian Church. The first

chu:rc". at /.Ver.l"y w". a log .truct\1J'''. It waa to b.. uaed for <I1"ine $ .."iee on Sunday. ROO for a

.chool during ~he "eek. R'N. ,Tohn Ta>lce was the t"echpr. Young "en end I'la1d ..n. attended durlng

the "inter, e,lding to their stor" of knowle<lge. If ehY of the young ",,,n d".ire<', t.o go further, Re".

Taw.e w". e grend tutor end r,,,"e th"", ""ery a•• i.tRnce. A",.ong the young !!len of letter., "ho 1'0.0

to pro",ln""ee "eS bdr"" Yule, "ho bee""" e .ehool teach~r, later the re~" of Au""re, anc a

hl-f{hly re.pected "",n ther". Anoth,..r nom of l ...tter. "88 Fred..riek Durrow•• II" b"ee,"., e .chool

teach,,,", .nd then a chi"f 1""fI'lCtor of Te,',mto .choo15 "OIl di"" only a fe'" yeRr. ago. Hew", a

poet of .Ollle reno"n. J have copies of ao"" of his poem. Other., t.oo, got a st./lrt fro," thnt fine

old preacher, Rev. John Taw.".

Soe:etl-"',," a cou1'lo weuld call to b.. "",rri>!d. Mr. T.w"" would ".."c tho children to the

b3ck of the room whU" he condueU!d the cerernony. At the beck of the reom, the young "",n ',"ould ""£"
up to the younr, eJ-rh and £0 through the ee"erneny "ith th..",. 1 oft ..n "ond",'oo if any of those

couple. ""rri"" in lat"r yeere.

The 10£ church w". replae""

by the prcaent White brick one acroas

by the pr"e pn t

the road.

Rtone on", and the SChool was later replaced
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I attended both schools. Mi •• Alice smell•• r was the first teacher. She was

lhe first cousin of Parnh/lll'l Wells. son. of Pearson Wells. and later became his wifa.

On that first Arbor Day, a new institution, a row of cedar. across the front was

planted, a Itv!no testimony to her memory. No doubt Hr. Parnham Wells assisted in

the work.

In tbe old brick school we bad a succession of teachers. all men, and very

fine t ••chers. My brother. Thomas, attended aa a wee boy, when a Hr. Harch "a.
teacher. He ~y have been good with the older pupils, but !lava liltl. attention

to the little ones. Thorn•• used to tell how Hartha Curta who was in his cla.s,

returned after beil'lq absent for a day, and asked him for. leason. tn the first

book, they h.d the fiut I ....on long enough, so he showed her the next one, and the

te.cher did not know the difference.

My first teacher was Frank Stiller. who. with his charaing wife. lived in the

part of the store dwelling. 1 remember when the Rev. Hr. Grant lived in that

apartment with his family. He Wa" the first baptist preacher. Later when Mr.

Henry Rodgers gave up the store for the farm, Mr. Stiller became storekeeper. He

al"o dedt in organs -~ the Uxbridge Organ Co. He sold several of the first organs

in the cOfmlunity. My first organ wa. One of the"e. It co.t $75.00. The whoh

fudly took Iflusic on it. The teracher "as Hiss Izzie Nonu.n ...hose home ..as in

~iDg. where Mr. Burt no.. livas.

After Mr. Stiller, came Hr. Mathe.. Harry Thompson. The Thompson family lived

on the farm north of the new aChool houae. Mr. H.H. Thomp"on and his tamily lived

in the house where Mr. and Mrs. McConnell now live. After some years he was

tran.terred to Aurora a. principal of the public .chool. He wa. a good teacher and

a atrict diaciplinarian. Hia. Snteltser was tbe tirat woman teacher. but since her

tiDe we have had a succe"aion of good women teachers.

One of the finest teachers waa Archie Campbell. He waa very MUch esteemed.

He became Inspector of North York. and passed away a few yeara ago. He auggested

to me that 1 try for entrance. a rather unusual thing in those days. My brother

Henry and Albert were attending high school, but with the coat of the board and

room 1 did not expect to be able to go on. I went up to Newmarket On December 20
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and passed first in the 92 pupils trying. so later my turn came to go to Aurora

High School. eventually to Model and Normal. Later in 1913-1914, I taught at

Eversley School, thoroughly enjoying the youth of those years.

Now we shall tell of the Ferguson Clan and the Scotts, for they became very

close in marrlage. Hr. Thomas Scott Came from Scotland with his brother Walter

(later of South Aurora), his brother Robert, his sister Mr. John Yule, ad his old

mother - Granny. He was a pioneer blacksmith and built a home and shop on the

south west corner of the Third, a block south of Eversley. His brother Robert

learned the trade with him, as did other young men. Nearly every implement used

on the farm was made by the blacksmith - the iron plows, harrows etc.

The charcoal used in the smithy was burned in the field below the house. The

farms were covered with forests. The huge trees were cut down: a large pit was

dug, and the logs heaped high in this pit. The earth was thrown over the logs

until they were well covered, only a few spaces left where the fire could be laid.

Men had to be there day and night. If the fire brake through more earth covered

the hole. So the logs were aompletely burned to make charcoal. Mr. Scott has

filled his shed with new aharaoal. On the night of March 4th, the whole lot of

buildings were burned to the ground - the aoal shed, the blacksmith shop, and the

dwelling house. Kind neighbours gave shelter to the women and children. There

were four wee Scotts at the time - my mother Agnes, known as Nancy, Walter. Helen

and wee Jeannie.

On the east corner stood a tavern owned by the Raffartys. Mr. Raffarty had

brought a farm. There was a large family, of big boys, and in order to supplement

the income they built an extra room to house the bar. It was not a good move. for

the boys were good customers and were often seen fighting outside. A new license

was needed and names needed to request one. Mr. Scott would not sign for the

license. A strange man had been at the tavern a few days before. The night of the

fire he disappeared, and the surmise was that he had the fire set and then fled,

as he was never seen Or heard of again.

Old Mr. Raffarty was a good neighbour and rode his old horse down to the Roman

Catholic Churoh in Richmond Hill on a Sunday morning. When calling on his
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neiqhbcun and they would ask 'Row are you Mr. Raftatty?', he would reply, 'still

strivinq to be batter'. As he needed money to make .. payment on hi' farm he

borrowed money fr~ Mr. Oeorge aartman, ••st of Aurora. One morning Mr. Hartman

rode over to see Mr. Raffarty. He found his working in the field. ~her exehan..-ed

g ..e"tin..& and Mr. Raffarty explained that he was unable to IMIke " payment at

present, but invited Mr. Hartman in to dinner. 'There may not he much more but

potatoea and buttermilk' he said. 'but you I.e' wei coma to it.' So Mr. Hartman

ahared in the dinn.. r and the two men puted good friend.. In Hille Mr. Raffart)'

paid the IIIOrt949'. Raft_rty's Corner "as later known a. 1.1 Well" Corner; now Or.

J.T. Phair, Ontario's neputy Minister of Health lives there.

On the south east ~orner waa the Ferguson home. Mr. Thomas Ferguson married

a Glas~ow lady, Catherine Kerr. They left Ayr, where 80bby 8urna was born in a

Yerguson cottaqe, and sailed for ArHri~a. After e long sailin9 voyage they rellched

Naw York lind rO!l1l\ilined thare IInti! their eon John was born. Lllter they ~lIme to

Upper Canllda, and settled on a fllrm below Richmond Hill, later known all the Kllil

Farm, now the home of tha qreat teles~ope, the OBSERVATORY. There their family

increased. Thomas, HIIOh and Ale., possibly Mllrqllret joined the filmily there.

In 1826 Mr. Fergllson bought 400 aCres in King, he. the Third to

Temperanceville. The first 200 aCreS were kept as a homestead, the ne.. t 100 acres

war" sold to Barnes Beynon, and the rest to Henry Stewart. my ore.t-great

9rsndfather.

Mr. rerquson was a weaver by trada and his fingers had wovan the fina, silkan

Paisley shawls in Scotland. '1'0 Cllt down the forest and hew Ollt a home waS not eaay

for him. He wove the shaep's wool into blankets and underwear. shirts and pants.

to keep out the winter cold. In exohange the neighbours halped him in the makinq

of lwtlber and bllildinq a home. Apparently not II 109 hOllse was encted, bllt II full­

air.ed stu~~o houee. In those dllYs tha house WIIS built from the 9rollnd up, no

cellars, but lin outsida brick celhr for keepin9 milk lind potatoes, IIpples lind

preserved fruits. Later, after a ~entury of occupation by the Farousons, a cellar,

the full ei~e of the house was dU9 by Thomas in 1896. In the ~ornerstone of this

cellar Thomas pIe~ed tha local pllpers, Aurora Banner, Toronto Glove and Mail etc.



I contributed the following line.,

When Grandfather Ferguson built this h~,

He built it without a cellar.
He said. 'Thi. is good enough for _,
I'll leave that job for another feller.
Within this house was Thomas born,
This hou.e without a cellar.
Within this hou.e was Thomas born,
And he was the other feller.'

In fact five youngsters of uS were born in that house without a cellar. Only I was

born in the pantry. Sesides the Fergusons, mentioned before, others were born in

"ing - Catherine, Kark and Kary Larmont. The Ferguson family grew. The eldeat son

John bought the far'" at Eversley on the south west corner· a sunny acre farm.

Por long years the corner field was the forest. On July 1st a great picnic

was held there. Big picnic tables, big awings for the children, the Aurora band

under the leader.hip of Sylvanus Lundy. and .eries of games. It was the big event

ot the season. In later years the trees were cut down, leaviniOl a level field.

Snide. the fifty acre farm wers tan additional acres at the west known .. the Mill

Pond. I twas dafl'lTled up and a heavy plank sluice was bui I t and a I umber mi 11

aracted. In the winter the farmers cut what trees were wanted to make lumber and

John Ferguson end his wife, Hargaret Stewart hired the", at the sawmill and atter

the chores were hnisbed they turned the water from the lllilirace over the big wheel

and cut the log. into lumber. So a striving industry was carried on.

The millpond was a continuation of the lake north of it. known then as

Fer<;luson's Lake, now Lady Eaton's Lake. On the 24 of Hay holiday the pond was

alive with fishermen. All the youn<;lsters around went to the pond to fish. There

were sunfish, perch, catfish and shiners. One day Thomas and Henry took their

fishing poles for a day's fishing at the millpond. They returned hallie at night

tir-o but happy with a catch of 99 fish. all catfish but 6 which were sunfish, and

all a \loodly si.e. They Were sweet eating. It was quite a chore to clean 99 fish.

but everyone helped at least with the eating. This millpond was partly on the

north side of the road bridge On Walter Scott's farm.
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He owned two hundred acres, the len9th of the block from the Uh of

Eversley. The second hundred had been the Soveil' farm, but was sold to Walter

Scott. Long years afterwards it was sold to Sir Henry Pellett, and later b.c.~

part of Eaton Hall tar=. Hr. Scott retired to Aurora where he died. also hi.

wif •• I••ving two dauqhtera and one son.

A gr•• t gate led from the road into the lo;yard. It wa. used not only by

the 10998r. but by the Thomas Scott family. When Hr. Scott had been burned out

at Rafferty's Corners, Hr. FerQuson gave the family the use of the large parlor

and bedroom attached until they built another home, known as Scott's lih. H•• ,

now owned by Harry HcBride. The brick Blacksmith shop stood on the corner for

many y.ar,. I suppo.se Jame. Fraser took it down.

The Scott family increased in size, ao he bought the fanl behind John

Ferguson's for his family. He built a blackamith shop in the field near the big

red brick house. where he could shoe hia horses or fix his illlplements. He

IUHiad Alison stewart. daughter of Henry of Temperanceville. They had 15

children. The 01de3t Agn.s married the youngest Perguson son. Mark. Mr. Walter

Scott Sr .• brother of Th_s Scott. married Margaret Perguson. my father's

sister. and they first settled on a farm up the 2nd of King, later On a farm

south of Aurora where the CNR cuts through. Both my grandfather and Uncle

Walter had black, crisp curly heads and bearda, while their brother Robert wss

like a golden god with pale gold, silken curls. Robert studied for the ministry

and wa. for long a fina Presbyterian Miniater. In his blacksmdthing days he was

engagad to be married to Mary Larmont Perguson, III]' father's youngest siater. but

Mary took a heart attack and was dead before Robert knew of her illness.

The Thom&3 Scott hOMe with its deep veranda to the south, stood west of the

IDill and the width of a field from the road. So he us.d tha lane into the

IIlillyard, then up a lana to the barn, which _ant openin9 and closing three

gates. y.t the young men who drove in to win the winsome Scott girls, did not

seem to mind the job of jumpin9 in and out of their buggies. John F. Scott, the

youngest son became a Presbyterian Minister. Henry Scott died in his young

manhOOd as he prepared to study for the ministry.

Mr. Thoma3 Perguson. second son of the pioneer fathar, the weaver, also

bought a farm one and a quarter miles. or one block north of Eversley. The farm
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later became known as the T.!\:. Ferguson FSnll. with. pond on the .ide next to

the road. There moat of his hroth were born. But he had. desire to own at

l ••• t • part of • lake on & farm lower down, so he bought the farm now owned by

Lady Eaton and called it Forest Home and the lake was known as Ferguson's Lake.

It "a•• b••utiful farm with a row of walnut trees up the lane. The forest was

kept as a sh.lter and a beauty spot. and it still shnds in its primevial

beauty.

Hi.s sons owned fan.. in the neighhol,lrhood.. There " •• the T.K. Farm, the

John Ferguson farm, the Hugh Ferguson farm and lake, and later William Ferguson,

who farmed the homestead. Hr. Thomas Ferguson, the f.ther retired to King where

h. built the brick home now owned by Or. Hardy. Lady Eaton bought the Fergu.on

farm and added it to the neighbouring farms. It is now a thing of beauty, a

great achievement. A CANADIAN PRODUCT.

The Perguaon" had thought of supplying their lake with fish, .0 applied to

the government Game and Fi.herie. Department. At that time they were interested

in carp, .0 they sent enough carp fishlets to supply the lake. This was a sad

mistake, as few people care for carp and they hug the mud at the bottom of the

lake and are difficult to catch. We believe that Jewi.h people like them.

Along One shore of the lake was a layer of white clay. Men would come and dig

up a pail of this white clay to use as a whitewash for tbeir ol,ltho=es and

cellar". A .ample was sent awa,. to tbe govarnJllent to anql,lire a. to it baing

l,l.ad in quantity, but nothing was done about it. So it i. probably there l,lntil

this day.

Hr. Thomas Fergl,lson married Francis Wade, daughter of old Philip Wada, of

the farm down the Third, across from the Ferguson". Hr. Wade l,lsed to =e tha

a.h of those old fore"t. to make potash, a clear, solid produce used in the

manl,lfacture of soap. we apparently made a good prodl,lct which .old well.

My good mother Win cl,ltting up some potash for soap making, and some find

pi aces flew around. I. as children often do. picked up this 'candy' put it in

my mouth to lick. Hy mother quickly filled my mouth with butter, thus saving

my throat from burning.

North of Eversl"y, ne.t to the Timothy Rodgers fann, w's the George Norman

wada farm. A beautiful farlll wit.h a big, red brick hOl,l,e. Mr. Monun later
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moved to King and b~ilt the house which i. now the Baptist par.onage. The farm

w.s sold to Hr. Peter Bovair who married Elita Scott. Their youngest '01'1,

Arthur, lives there now with his wif., a son Ros. snd hi. wif., while the second

son Scott own.d and worked the farm which backs to it, facing the ••cond.

The tarm north of the Norman farm and so~th of the Jame. Roger. farm wa.

the H~tchinson farm. After the paning of the parents it was farmed by the son,

James Hutchinson. Later it was bought by Mr. Alex McL.nnan, the pr •••nt own.r.

South of the P.rguson farm was the Maple Av.nue far .. , situated on the south

.ast corner of Raftarty's Corners. On the map of the County of York, published

in 1861 is the Ferg~son Homestead farm, nsmed by Alec Fero~son, Maple Avenue

Farm, He was my father's next older brother, and planted the rows of sugar

....pl. trees and an inner row of oth.r "ari.ties which have long since

dissppeared balm of gileads, mountain a.h, pin•• , which I reme~r as a child.

Grandmother Scott picked the bud. of the balm of gilead and made a wonderful

haalin", .alve.

The farm joining our on the .outh was the Thoma. wood far... Mrs. Wood was

a Trench, a lady frc. Scotland. With h.r lived her adopted ni.ce J.an Tr.nch,

who lat.r married Jame. Nes. and inherited the Wood Ha' fatm.

Thoma. Ne•• , the olde.t .01'1 of Hr. and Hr•. Ne•• , opened an electric

busine•• in Montreal. Bis brother Walter and Andrew and ..y brother Walter w.nt

to Montreal and were employed by T.W. Ne•• there. Walt.r Ne•• carri.d On the

farm. B. had brought parts of tel.phone. with him and .uggested that he might

r~n a telephone between our farms. He ran the wires alono our back lane and

_de the conn.ction. Our phone was in.id. the pantry door. Daily Mrs. Ne.s and

I had a phone talk. Other people thouoht it wa. a spl.ndid id.a and wanted a

phone in their home•.

At Temperanceville Theo C. Cadden, who had the blacksmith .hop oppo.ite the

.tore, and hi. home a quarter of a ndle south, had a t.l.phon. installed .0 th.t

h. could contact his home. Thu. the fir.t telephone line in King Township was

.tarted by Walt.r N•••. Th. Temperanceville .tore was the first central. Lat.r

it was moved to King, to the store of Hilton Winters snd he and Mrs. Winter.

carri.d it along. Thu. was the beginnino of the KING TELEPHONE COMPANY.
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The Ferguson farm, Haple Avenua Far~, had four houses on it. First there was

the large farmhouse built by grandfather Farguson before ha and his f..uly took

up rasidence there. Another house was built in the garden, later moved to the

Third, where it was used by hired man and family. Later it was rented to

different people. At one time Hr. Hugh Hitchell lived there while he assisted

on the farm. Further down was the cottalle called The Pinas. First it wsa built

for a hired man, and consisted of a living room and two small bedrooms. Later

this WaS taken over by Hr. George Burrows. husband of Catharine Ferguson, my

father's sister. Hr. Burrows was a cabinat maker by trade, having learned his

trade with Jacques and Hayes, a noted cabinat maker of long ago. He addad to

the house, with an upstairs roOlll and bedroolll, while the downstairs wa. his

workshop. Later on, on account of father's poor health, we rented the farm to

Hr. Peter Paxton, who was a tenant for 20 years, while we Ilrew up and received

our schooling. In the lower corner of the farm stood a small log cabin - a

.quatter's claim - where the Carter's lived, free of rent. Old Hr. Carter had

been a soldier in the British army. He lived here with his wife and aon, Harry.

Tha boy mixed with the soldiars and liked to ~rch like a soldier. Harry, or

Hanry as he preferrad to be called, had been born .entally deficient. He loved

to get a group of boys around him and prateI'd to train them. He would giva the

cOlllmlnd "March", and the boys would break ranks. He would give the conmand,

"Halt" and the boys would stop abruptly. lie was known as Captain Carter. He

would work and after his father and mother died. he lived alone in the log

shsck. People who knew him helped him out with food. If a girl smiled on his

he WillS very happy. If he were sawing wood and a sunbonnet were held up on a

pole he would work tremendously hard, thinking a girl was watching hi~. He was

good-natured IIlnd happy when used right, but he was often the bull for the boy's

nonsanse. The boys would gather at his log hut and give him a letter frOlll. Queen

victoria IIlnd he would read it. The queen was his best girl. ot course he

always wanted to be married. Once a woman did come homa with him, but seeing

conditions, left him. He onca said to me "You know Alica. you can always have

me, but I thou",ht you would marry a minister." His one dread wa. that atter

death he would be sent to the doctor tor experimentation. Hy brother finally

took him to the poor house, where he died. A few of his neighbours clubbed



THE HISTORY OF Kl~G CITY

King City was first named Springhill (Spring Hill) supposedly after springs

Which were so easily found when digging. Even shalloJwells wel~ spring fed. In

Springhill and later King City, there were two hotels, ~Dennis'a Hotel~ situated

in the south-west part of the village and -Hogan's Hotel- 14rmstrong's in 1967),

located in the central part. There were three stores, a saddlers shop, a shoe~ker

a furniture store, an undertaker's, two blacksmiths' shops, a chopping ~ill,

a cheese factory, two doctore, twO grainbuyers and a bake shop. There was also

a brick yard which was operated by Alfred Jarvis, the only person who went from

this village to the Ig9g Klondike Gold Rush.

In 186g in the name of Queen Victoria a quarter acre was purchaaed for

$250.00 from Rob't. Stewart. A militory drill shed was built there and members

of the York Rangers came down from Aurora to drill. This site was later used for

garden p;Jrtiea, fairs and soclal events: it was also used for a skating rink.

John Hogon, hotel owner and builder of the shed constructed a r;Jce track where he

tried out hia race horses.

A meeting was called by the trustees in Springhill to discuss the atea

comprising the village. A petition was circulated by J. W. Crossley, a trustee

and a forelllost leader of the cOD:lliunity. to include a thousand acres as an incorporat

vil~ge to be called King City. There was another Springhill in Nova Scotia, which

was on the S8Ee railway line and the «ail was continually being mixed u~ because

of this. In May 1890 Springhill was officially na_ed King City.

A large brass bell was erected on the roof of J. W. Crossley's driving shed.

This bell was rung everyday, ...• exactly at twelve o'clock noon and six at night.

It is said that the villagers could set their watches by it,it was so exact.

This bell was loter sold to the Augustinian Fathers at JI'.s.rylake, a mile north of Ki:

City, where it 1s still used for a dinner bell.

The Grand Trunk Railway was the first railway built from Toronto to Aurora 1n

1853, later sold to the Canadian National Railway. All the villagers and surround1'

heighbourhoods came to see the first train and also have a free ride on it. The

engine of the first train the "Lady Ellln". It is said the first railway station

was to have been built in the central part of the village, but the hotel-keeper

Dennisn gave a concession of land to the Grand Trunk Cc~pany, in t~e south-western

part Where it waa built and still stands to-day.
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Isaac McBride took over Dennis's Hotel (Langdon's Garage built on site) and

vas the first to establish the grain buyers at the King Station. This was a great

relief to farmers to sell grain at King City rather than have to haul it to Aurora.

The first Post Master of this village was Benjamin Lloyd. Later the MacDonald

Faaily took oyer the post office and hence served it for sixty years.

In the year 18S7. the first religious services were held in an ~Upper Room~

of the Dennis Hotel, by a ~Inister who rode to his charge on horse back. Two

yrars later land, which was donated by a Mr. Pulford, was cleared of virgin bush

and the first church, which was Anglican, was builtfrom the clear lumber that had

been cut from the bush. The good folk travelled to church by wagon and team on

roads with mud to the axle. The original bell still rings and the original door

with its stout six inch key still remains in the church. The church ce~etery is

kept in fine order and while seldOE • burial takes place now, the old mon~ents

still recall the zealous .nd ardent devotees of the church. Since then. the

United Church was built in 1871, and the Baptist Church which was first established

at Eversley in 1873 and later moved to King City and rebuilt in 1889

In 1873 the first school was established in the northern part of town. It

}~d two rooms although there was only one teacher at the beginning. Before this

a Miss Blisher had kept a private school for ladies in a room at the st.tion hotel,

where she taught sewing, fancy work, music and art. There was also a school for

young children, held in a room which had formerly been a wheelwrigh~ shop! In

1951 1951, because there had been such a growth of population in the village, it

vas necessary to add another large room to the two-room school house. This new

room was of tre .cst modern plan o~ new schools.

The people of King City have always been book lovers and in 1893 a library was

organized, known as the King City Kechanies and Library Association. Altogether

here were 800 books, including classics, adventure and a few for children. Later

he books were kept in private homes, but after a few years the organization

ecame defunct. It was not until 1945 when King Memorial Library was established.

In 1895 a special meeting of the inhabitants of King City was held at Hogan's

hotel for the purpose of recieying or rejecting coal oil lamps to be placed on the

treets by ourfirst commlsslone~ J. W. Crossley. It was carried unanimously in

~ ::o::eo:o::ef::t:::~n::::h:::s:~::.2:::a::::~:: ::et:;r~:m::~rg::et::m::lw:::
nstalled, they used eighty gallons of oil, the next year only forty gallons were

sed, while another year only seventeen gallons used. It was in 1907 that the



THE HISTORY OF KING CITY -.-
One of the chief reasons for the &rowth and population of this vjllage,~nd the

construction of many new homes has been the installation of waterworks. While

there are no industries located in the vill~e, the time may come vith the

decentrali&ation of industry by the city of Toronto, vhen this village may beco~

a suburb of Metropolitan Toronto.

This infonmation was provided by the Senior Citi&ens of ~ing City in 1952,

for Roger Rawlings, a student of Aurora and District High School. We cannot

verify the authenticity of this interesting story.
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Despite two·month figllt, King City's tree·lined main street is doomed by new road construction.

A tranquil past is doomed
, By JOHN GILliES

Glebe ad Mei. Rep"tt.,
KING CITY _ JOhn Belknap awoke

yes t e r day morning a bitterly
dloappcinted man.

For more than Iwo monlhs lie llU
been leading the fight to rreser..n lba
uan'l0illity of !hi, ~Iice village 011.­
900 person_ Jess than live miles no:th
of the Melropolilan TOronlO lIoun<!ary.
Pressurts exerted by Ole ,r-eal um'!."
com"ltx of Merro and Its imme.u.,;.e
~ig/lbon Ire ptItbing a swath 01 .....
p.ult to~rd lIIe vlllqe•• swath Inat
will strip its main streets of me;,
buuliful shade 11"«5, eliminate S<:"nc.
al houses, dnsllcaJly shorten lite 1=.1
Iaoms of othen and proh:.bly to:iT'_
~.ate a Ct'f't\lI'\"J<>ld .'0.. ·' • ~

_here 0<10 <:an ~un b;ly "h,;!\::=
irons.

Mr. Belknap a!ld hi, cornm;u~ had
pinned t!leir hopes on a meeting :,,"~n.
<fay ni~ht .itil oWe,al. from the ,-,1_
laae, Ki~ TGWl1$/Jip. the Toronto a.'1.d
York Roads Commi."ion and tOt C""·
a<tan National Rail..aY5, the 1000c
bodie5 inwl'·ed In Implementing a
York County Roads program dlat
'"Culd eonvert the Village's two main
roads, Keele Slr«t and the King City
Road. into emcient but barren lour_
l""e thoroughlaru_

Describinlllhe meeting. he said yes.
le:-day thai no one seemed to see his
5id. et nil. The ollicials, he said, were
amatcd that his Group did not want
th. roads, one of which has already
pushed its way through Mapie, a rew
miles to the Sout~,

And berore he and his committee
had a ehance to plan the next move In
their campaign the death knell was
'IOunded lor any hope of preventing
Implementation of the road program.
King To,"",ship Reeve Gordon Cook

r

announced yesterday Ihat the town·
ship had signed an agreement with
the Roads Commiuion for construc·
tion of a new underpan at the vil_
lage's CNR railway crossing and the
Widening of th~ rwds.

In his two-month camp<lign, Mr.
Belknap, a 21·year resident of the viI·
la",e. htd obtained the support 01
more than 30lI of the village's SlI2
homeowr.ers. Dunog their meetings
wi:h vanCIU towMhip and village elli­
cJals (loe &1OUP never put forth an aI_
lernative beca"S". Mr. Belknall "'id.
''we are ""rely laymen. no! engi­
neers; &lIytllil\i: .... put forth Could be
k.'lOCked down by lhe profemonals."

As l.."e campa:&" progressed it be­
r~..... •o·....·'"<!'d ""1-\ ~ !~~_
!ng need for an underpas5 at the CNR
line that CI'OSSU both Keele Str...t and
the KIng Si4froad within a r.....
IlIIDdmi yard. 01 the vW~·. main
intersection. Those lipling to pre­
Rn'e the village'l quiet cbaraeter
""ce said by others to be oppoSed to
the underpass, a vlew no.t shared by
Mr. Belknap a~d his COIIImlltte.

His group, he said, hu always been
·In favor of an unc!erpus at the cross­
ing and believed it could be built with_
out greatly altering tlte lace 01 tile vi).
lage.

Pressure for constru~lion of an un,
derp'ass has Incrused since the colli.
slon 01 a school bus .nd train at a lev­
el crossing in Dorion. Que.. laS!
month, in which 19 studenlS were
killed. More tban 800 district school
~hj)dren ride buses over the crossing
eaebday.

II report lor King Township by ilIac­
ning consult.nt Eric H.rdy gave
momentary life to the group'l at_
templl to save the village lrom the
Selrs Inflicted by road ..ideolng. In

tbe report. ordered before the start of
the commlltee's campaIgn to save the
villsge. Mr. Hardy urged the township
council to resist plans to buIld the un.
derp.ss and four·lane roads.

He stated that unless eXisting rail,
wsy tr.ck II removed lrom tbe eentre
01 tbe village. tbe community's poten.
tial lor urban development will reo
main grossly inlerior for all time. Mr.
Hardy llated he IXMdd not see ",",uring
volumes of traflic IlIl'011lb the villagt!.

BUI dollars and UnlS OIItweighed
the reeommendatlOllS of Mr. Hardy's
repon. which lOme oflimll 'I<'J'Ote off
ps containilll a lot of lanlasy, !>Ir,
Ilelknap and his wmmillee wen
h::>pelol L~at llIe Roads Commlssioo
"ouId su.e:ItOSt rn'Qlllin.e: llIe fOllr·lane
roads .round the rttIage.

Su.clI a proposal wOldd ha"e pre.
served t~e cbaracter of the village,
bul burdened liS taxpayers. As a pe­
liee villa;e, the I._ residents would
be responsible lor the COSI of main·
tainilll the portions of Keele Street
a:ld the KIIII Sideroad that run
tbroup the villagt!. plus. share 01
the COSI of an underpass, since they
would become local roads if a bypass
Was constructed,

The nw!·widenilll program and the
eonStruction of the g...de separation
are inseparsbly tied together, with the
coS! shared by York County. eost also
killed consldeTlltion of Mr. Hardy's
re~ommendaUon tbat the railway
track be removed from the centre of
the village.

Mr. Cook $lId yesterday it would
COSt $1,000.000 10 reroute the railway
around the village.

IIMouncing the IIgning of agrce·
menlS to proeeed with the road IIro­
gram, he laid: "In vie.. of the cos~ it
would be eXlremely unwise to make
any changt! in uisti"l plaM."

Road program has already cut a swalll 10 Ille soulll IhrOVj apia, which used to have Iree·lined main street.
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Bells wish Canada a happy birthday as King City's big crawd revels
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SCHOOL SECTION NO. 2 kING

On NoveMbe~ 20th. 1872. Joseph Wood the Cle~k of Township ot king. sent ~

lette~ to o~. Lewis L~ngstatt appointing him to eall the fi~st Sehool Heeting in

Seetion Mo. 2. It requi~ed him to eall a meeting within 20 dars and to appoint a

ti.e and plaee and let all t~ee holders and householders know.

SCHOOL NOTICE

The Hunicipal Council ot King Township having tO~lIIed a new

School Section out o~ Seetion No. 22. Eversley and Section

No. 23. Kinghorn, to be known as S.S. No.2. It's bounda~ies

and limits are as tollows:

The east halt Coneession 4 trom Lot No.1 to Lot No. 15

inelusive and the West halt ot the 3rd Concession trom

Lot No. 1 to Lot 14 inclusive.

The public .eeting will be held in Mr. John Hogan's Hall On

Monday. the 9th Oec~er instant at the hour ot 10 o'clock in

the to~enoon, for the purpose ot electing th~ee tit and p~oper

persons a. School Trustees tor said seetion as required by the

Uppe~ Canada School Act ot 1850. Section 4.

Given under Dy hand the 2nd day of Dece.ber 1872

L. Langstaff

At Springhill on December 9, 1872. sceording to special notice given. Mr.

Parkhill was to set as chairman and Hr. J.M. Rowe, secretary.

The three men chosen were Benjamin Lloyd, William Curti. and Gabrial Wells.

and they signed a Declaration of Ottiea.



,
At the fi~st Annual Meeting three trustees were given full power to collect

all monies for school expenses.

A 'special meeting' was called on 18th JanuaI"Y, 1873, to select" site for the

new school. Three sites were chosen:

1] opposite the Deciples Chapel where Lawrence and Mary Scott lived and is

the home of DougLas Beale.

2] N.P. Crossley's north-east corner.

3] J.B. Lloyd's north-east corner.

By show of hands" vote was recorded:

Opposite Church 0 hands

N.P. Crossley's corner 16 hands

J.B. Lloyd's corner 15 hands

Then on demand it was voted again; 16 for Lloyd's and 28 for Crossley's corner.

They then called another 'special meeting' to rescind the action laken at the

former meeting, and they voted for the site opposite the Deciples Chapel and all

the ground north of the fence that the trustees may think fit, and as much south

of the said fence as will locate the buildinqs properly.

This must have suited all because chairman, N.P. crossley and Secretary,

J.B. Lloyd signed minutes.

In 1874, at the annual meeting, it was moved that the amount necessary for

school taxes be raised through the Township council.

At the 3rd Annual meeting it was brought to the Trustee's attention that

pupils not attending school for four (4) months were violating the law, and they

must notify the parents or guardians.

In 1881 it was noted that all books and monies belonging to School Section 2

be placed in the hands of B.L. Lloyd who was appointed Secretary-Treasurer.



,
Here there i • • not.:

Value of School Sit_ S 300.00

Value of School Building $$,000.00

Value of Scbool Furniture S 600.00

Value of School Equipment S lS0.00

Isaac McBride was pt"OllIl in 1882 and David Rumble in 188.5. In 1891 they hlld

a meeting to consider en9a9ing a leader ~or 1892 - the first time King City,.••

mentioned.

H.J. 5.1980n pieced hi. application; ••ked •••Iary of $500. It was refused.

Hr. Croa.ley and e9ain Ill'. 5.1geon appl i ed [wi th s:ame •• lary 1 . He wasn't

considered =til his third application at $485. provided there IIlla no assistant

teacher.

lit the Annual Meeting on December 30, 1891. at tbe school house. the

Secretary-Treasurer reported 5294.20 balance lIhowinll'.

At a 'Special Meetinq" on August IS. 1892, it WillS decided not to halle preaent

leader [SaiQeon] but to offer Abram Carley, teacher at Vellore, aum of 5500, but

he had to take full charge of school room; sweeping, dusting, scrubbing and

lightinQ the fire, However, he didn't want to scrub so the trustee. agreed to hire

someone el se.

At the Annual Keeting the new trustee Edward Ball just si9ned an 'X'; it wa.

his mark (.ignature].

In 1898 they enqaqed M, Carley again as teacher at a salary of 5'UO, plua 525

for caretaking school.

They decided to pay 3.M. Crossley for the last six ye.rs aa 5ecretary­

1're.surer; stamps and .t.tionary. Then it appears 3.M, Crossley didn't want to

give up the books, so they had to be bonded by 51,000 to be Secretary-Treasurer.

They fired Abram Carley and hind 30hn H. Precious for 5400 for year 1899, and gave

him 5450 for 1900. At the Inspector's request they hired an AUishnt Teacher,

Kiss Nellie Holladay at 5225 a year. She stsyed til 1902; they then hired

Kiss Grace A. Newberry.



•
In 1902 the school board were instructed to get a supply of water for the

school. The school was painted on the outside woodwork and the boy's closet

screened.

In 1903 Miss Francis E. Kelly was hired as Principal/Teacher at $425. and if

1I. fifth class is organized and carried through the year, they would ask for a

special Grant.

In 1904 a Principal/Teacher, Miss Etta A. Richardson. was engaged at $375.

Senior teacher George P. Richardson at $460 and re-engaged Miss Grace A. Newberry

at $290. Two month's notice to be given by either party to void agreement and in

1905 salary raised to $315.

In 1906 George P. Richardson resigned. They advertised in the Globe and

needed more money. Petitioned Township Council for Special Grant of 3600.

Richard Moin was hired at $450.

A new School Act in 1906 wanted repairs done to school or re-build it.

Miss A. Newberry resi'lned and they hired Miss Mabel Walker for $25 a month and Mr.

Grover Lloyd as Senior Teacher at $550.

In 1907 Hrs. Georgina Brown was hired for caretaking school at $50 per year.

In 1908 T.H. Webster installed a Kelsey furnace in School house for $225. The

Board borrowed 3800 for school purposes - one half to be paid November 1909, the

remaining half to be paid November, 1910.

In 1909 Glover G. Lloyd resigned. Inspector told them to advertise and they

hired Mr. Robert Ingram at $550.

In 1910 the Board offered Walter Rolling the Senior teaoher's job for $600 a

year. He accepted at first, but then rescinded it in favour of Kinghorn. Mable

Walker tendered her resignation and so did Robert Ingram. $0 they hired:

Senior teacher, Miss Holly A. Martin $600

Junior teacher, Miss Bell e Martin $425

In 1911 the Inspector was asked about the closets. Decided to build in Spring

and also wanted slate Blackboards. Put a larger amount of insurance on the school

property. spent 32 for Strathcona Shields. Asked for price from Mrs. Matohell of

1/2 acre of ground south of present school'lrounds and asked C.W. Mulloy, Public



,
School Inspector, to meet Mrs. Hatch.ll and offer her S100 for 1/2 lieU. Miss

Holly Hartin and Miss Belle Hartin resigned. They advertised in Hail and Empire

and the Globe for replacementa.

Senior teacher John R. Hiller, Kleinburg $600

Junior teacher Hiss Edith A. Long $450

John Killer's salary was raised to $625 in 1912.

In 1912 spent 56 to get model Rifle. for Cadet Training in Public School and

Senior teacher to receive the Hilitary Grant if any morS needed - the $6 already

spent. Hi •• Edith A. LODg decided not to come to King liD they offered the job to

Elsie G. Currie at 5415.

All through th••• three y.ars 'x' appeared.

In 1913 they guded, •••ded and fenced school property. Priced cement for

wire fence. The first prineipal of school was hired, Mr. Robert Brook at $675.

Junior teacher Misa H.A. Speera at $500.

In 1914. caretaker Hrs. Brovn vas paid $80 a year. but if floor was oiled it

would be S7S. Renewed the Insurance policr with London Hutual Fire Insurance Co.

An amount of $5 wa. established for the Public School Rural Fair. They hired Hiss

Ethel McQuarrie at S500 for a Junior room. Mr. Brook was to purchase books

recommended by Inspector.

In 1915 the coal bill was S47.65. There wa. school fence bought for SIS. 50

and delivered to Eversiey Station. Employed Colin Campbell to erect fence and for

this he received $17.50. Ethel McQuarrie left. Miss Ruby Bruce wa" hired for

Junior Room at S500. Asked Township to levy for $700 for school purposes.

Provided a rig to take children to School Fair at Kettleby.

In 1916 School pupils stayed on school grounds all the ti..... Ruby Bruce

resigned. Hiss Ethel G. Brown was hired for Junior room at $500. York asked to

send 1 pint of ink for school for 55 cents. The school Principal "as to report

"eekly if students did not attend school. Alfred Baylis "a. now caretaker at $80.

In 1917 the coal bin was filled for S46.11. Ethel Brown moved to Senior Room

at 5600. Miss H. Grace Amy at S500.

In 1918 Hiss H. Grace ~y left.



,
In 1918 • tender was printed in Sannar for repair work to school. Accepted

Hr. Highland'. bid as follows: H.son & brickwork @ .60 cants per hour; Concrete

@ .40 cants an hour; Lilbour @ .40 cents an hour; carpentry work' .35 cents an hour

and Painting t .45 cents an hour.

Advertising for Junior rOom t ••cher. aentioning King City i' 1 hour fr~ Toronto

by Grand Trunk Rail ..",.. Advertisement cost $2.25. Bought 8 d.sks, 1 t ••cher's

desk and 2 chairs from Globe Furniture Co. for 575.30 and expre.s $4.04. Hired

Miss £lixabeth Waterhouse.

In 1920 considered a consolidatad school system with TetIlPenncevill",

Kinghorn, Eversl.y and Strange.

In 1925 insunnce for school building ..as raised to $2,SOO, contents to $3090.

In 1927 installed a water tank, aupply to come from eave. to aink now in

basement. W... h basin and Pfoper towels to be supplied. To remedy Iiqhtin'O and

ventiletion in schools; provide oil stove and dishes for hot luneh.s for ehildren

who stayed st noon - teaeher to orqanize. Discussed havinq electric liqhts and in

1928 it w.s done.

In December, 1930, a ~.imum teacher's salary was set st $1,000. Paid hydro

bi II .

In 1931 ~va Dennis' salary waa raiaed to $1,050, the aa~ as Hisa Patton's.

In 1939 the Trustees d.cid.d to aend a letter to Kiss Dennia and Kiss Patton

in appreciation for the 'Oood work they are doino in tbe schoola.

In 1941 a laroe deleoation of the ladies of the section protested the changing

of Daylioht Saving Time to Standard Ti_. After Illuch discussion the deleqation was

to forward a resolution to th. Seeretary protesting against th. changing of the

tillle.

In 1943 Mra. Ross Walker spoke for the Women's Institute saying they were

bebi.nd tb. Scbool Board and Teachers and offered to help in fonr Wfoy (School Library

- Dental Clinics etc.). They decided to have a [joint) meeHno and invite Mr.

Watson, tbe Public School Insp.ctor.

Arthur Wellesley was Secretary from 1947 to 1949. Mr. Burt took over in 1949.

Nobody but trustees sbowed up at th. meetinq so it was called fo ..ain a week later.



At 8:20 p.m. there were just the Sanoe 3 people. Then in came a ratepayer - re.ult

he became the new trustee.

The first talk of AREA School began in 1950 - a .urvey wa. taken for five (5)

yean. All. addition was needed at King City School. Hired all. architect to add one

roOlll at a cost of 525,000 with alteration to old school.

debenture of 525,000. They found they needed $5,000 more for furnace, plus

furnishing. and architect's fees, ending up with a debenture of $40,000.

In 1956 inaurance was increased to S80,OOO and contenta 515,000; new policy

with Jack Walkington. In 1957 the new school .ite bought all. McBride - valentine

property [~va L. Dennia School.

In 1958 voted for new 3-room..d s<:hool at 565,000 including equipment.

D..cember, 1959, new name. were given to the 2 King Schools; Doris H. Patton School

and the Eva L. Dennis School.

In 1960, two classrooms, Principal's office and T..acher'. roo~ were added for

people. In 1963, Illeeting at Eva L. Dennis School, 14 pre.ent.

In 1964 back to Doris M. Patton School - 49 again. Insurance went up to

$87,500 <:n .<:hool bllilding, $7,500 on <:ontent •. Eva L. Dennie, S100,000 for

buildinll, S10,OOO contents. Hare residents favoured a Kind

in 'Special Ke..ting with~ present b..cauae assessment records showed 74 children

ready to start s<:hool. They engaged all. archite<:t whose estin>ate plue his costs WaS

S50,000 for addition to school. Eva L. Dennis S<:hool was free of debt, bllt Doris

H. Patton had outstanding debentures of $44,193. A vote to add the rooms with 96

in favour and 54 againat.
~

It was also noted, .<:hool are~waa <:aming in 1965.

At the Annual meeting in December, interest had dropped as only 32 attended.

This was the final meeting of School Section No.2 and Mr. Whalley presented

Mr. Burt .. ith a cheque for S500 aa a token of appreciation. Refreshnoents were

served by Home and S<:hool ladies and School Section No. 2 canoe to the end of its

e>:istence.

NOTE: Mr. Burt was takinll hi. writing <:ourse; his penmanship had improved 100\ ­

make that 95\



,
•



'(k~-i.;t/,v~~~.-?nVMv-7

o/¥n7>
A~7~~AJ&

'l.-<T --=-~ 7--7~~ 1kr.-Mk .

d7.JLw e~
IS6l-1"0.. 9



_..-
---_ ....

u.s. ......

'.
••

:'
•,

•••••
! '("(Oft



-.. - .

"

"U $.A.

,,

-,-.

--"", -" "...
No.th W.. t' .. -'".

,

"",,



THE KING HEmRIAL LIBRARY

The ~1echanics Institute Library was organized in 1893 by l-lr. J. W.

Crossley. The funds were raised by subscription and an equal amount was

given by the Ontario Government. The books were kept in the office of

Bailiff Crossley I 35 Keele St. S. There was a good selection of books, a

total of 800, but few for children. Membership was $1.00 per year per

family or 50¢ per person. The books later moved to the home of James

McClement and again to Frank Egan's home. It became difficult to find

a supervisor and the library was discontinued.

In 1945 the King Women's Institute began a book club among members

under the leadership of l~iss l·larjorie Jarvis. A committee of two, Mrs.

A. E. Kelley and IUss Doris Patton, was appointed to look into the project

of a library and in 1947 1000 books, most of which were donated, The

King Memorial Library was officially opened. Miss ~llirjorie Jarvis, who

had worked in the Referance Library, College St., Toronto, before coming

to King in 1938, was its guiding light.

The library was founded and named as a memorial to the men fallen

in World War 11, and the book plates said "For King and Country". The

Lake Marie Athletic Association donated space and shelving in the library

room, in the old barn, in Memorial Park. The Library was open every

Wednesday afternoon and evening. Miss Marjorie Jarvis was Librarian,

also Chairman of the Board. l-lrs. James Rock was treasurer and Mr. Victor

Hall, Secretary. At the official opening the Rev. M. R. Jenkinson was

chairman and Mr. Angus Mowat, Sunerintendant of Provincial Libraries

was the speaker. This was an Association Library supported by grants from

the Township, the Village, the Ontario Government as well as by fees and

fines. The fee was 50¢ per year for adults, children were free. The

Provincial Library Department gave a special grant of $100.00.

The new library was amazingly very succeggful considering its

disadvantages. Subscribers numbered 114 and children read 1074 books.

In the year following the o~ening 2116 books were circulated and 163

books purchased. The fee was increased to $1.00. A big, woodburning

stove in the main part of the barn was supposed to give heat to the

library in the back room. This stove had to be liehted by the librarian

after she had carried wood from the frozen woodpile outside. ~ven so it

hardly heated the backroom, the books or the Librarian. Later an oil

space heater was purchased and the fuel was donated by Mr. David Glass,
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who operated a garage at that time. But in the sprine the library, in fact, the

whole barn flooded and on more than one occasion the lower shelves were under

water, The library had to close while the barn and the books dried out. In

spite of this the library survived, but a new location had to be found.

In February 19,52 the new library was opened. A small building, at one time

the King Barber Shop, was bought and installed in the pank for a library. This

building is now a tool shed in Mrs. Eleanor Scott's garden, Keele St. S. The

new library could not house all the books, some were stored, but it was dry

althoul!;h even colder than the barn. In the winter the ink froze and snow

sifted through the cracks. Mr. Ray Burt kindly lit the oil burner every

Wednesday morning and librarians h~d to wear their warmest clothes. Mr. Burt

also filled in as librarian in emergencies. The Lake l1arie Athletic Association

paid the hydro bill.

Meanwhile, there was ~ore help, and interest was growing, as the village

grew. In 1949, Mr. John L. Grew had become chairman of the Library Board,

Mrs. Gordon Wells was secretary, Miss Marjorie Jarvis, Librarian, and Mrs. Jas.

Rock, Treasurer. Books were borrowed from the Travelling Library and 1,789

books read in the year. l~iss Jarvis said," My main interest is to see that no

child is denied access to the books he needs for his growth, mental and moral."

In October 1949, ~he library sponsored an Art and Photograph Contest

and E~hibition for children and adults. There were 90 entries in the art section

and 30 in the photography. Jud~es were Mr. Frank Fog, Mr. Oscar Cahen, Commercial

Artists, and Mr. James Snelgrove.

In 1950 the Punchinello Players of Toronto presented a three-act

comedy, "1I'idows Learn Fast" and the proceeds benefited the library $45.00.

A summer art school for children from 5 years to high school age was

conducted by 14r. Frank Fog, fee $1.00 was given to the library.

Young Canada Book Week was observed with a display of children's books

borrowed from the Travelling Libraries and also a collection of old books for

children, many over 100 years old.

In 1953, owing to the illness of Miss Jarvis, Mrs. J. Rock became chief

librarian and Mrs. H. G. Ratcliff, treasurer.

In the spring of 1954 the Library suffered a great loss in the death of

Miss Marjorie Jarvis. In 1955 Mrs. A. E. Jarvis took charge when Mrs. Rock

moved from the village.

11ARCH 1956
New quarters were opened at 45 Springhill Rd. The Librarians canvassed
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the village. It was ~o successful that the new building with all new shelving

was secured and a ~rtgage of only $1,650.00 needed. The ~rtgage was paid off in

1961. The T.Eaton Co. donated and laid the tile flooring and the Rob't. Si_pson

Co. the acoustic ceiling and florescent lighting. ~~. Norman Taylor, Electrician,

donated the electric wiring and installed the lights. The King Women's Institute

supolled a table for adults and one for children and six chairs, in memory of

Miss Marjorie Jarvis, also, two books, "THE CllIEFTAN" and "THE YOUNG POLITICIAN"

by Donald Creighton.

FEBRUARY 17. 1959

King Hemorial Library became a public library after a poll of King City

taxoayers, one citizen voted against having a public library. We now have a

library free to all village residents but a fee of $1.00 a year is charged all

township ~embers. Children are free from fees and fines. On the overdue books

the fine is 51. per book per week.

The King Women's Institute has given books to the value of $30.00 each

year until the library became a public library supported by the village taxes.

In 1959 the circulation of books increased to 8,282, members totalled

~72 of whom 241 were children, the books on the shelves numbered 3,503. In

the fall of this year the back rooa was renovated, wallboard put on, eongoleum

laid and drapes .ade, shelves fr~ the former building were adjusted. Total

cost was $400.00. The books were re-arranged.

In 1962 the village population was 1800. Number of books in library-4495.

Members---adults 398,---cnildren 534. Circulat1onJ --10,827.

Childrens Librarian Mrs. Q. Hardy. Head Librarian--_Mrs. A.E. Jarvis.

Volunteer Librarians for many years---

Io'.rs. A. ,. Jarvis

/I.rs. J. L. Grew

~!rs • O. Wells

"",. H. Ratcliff

Mrs. E. White

l11's. O. Berry

14rs. B. Wyer

l<!rs. ,. ....aUas

Later ~.rs. Q. Hardy, Mrs. D. M. Findlay, Mrs. R. Case joined the staff, making

nine Librarians in all. Soae former librarians were ~~s. J. Rock, Miss J. Wilson,

Mias E. Dennis, Miss D. PattOn, and Miss J. Gellatly.



Miss Marjorie Jarvis 1947-1949

Mr. Jolin L. Grew 1949-1955

Mr. Edmund Wallas 1955-1959

Me. P. R. Cheetham 1959-1961

1/,1' • '0" Gilchrist 1962

~lr • W•• Reynolds 1963

-4-

The library hours in 1963 were - __ MONDAY 7-9, WEDNESDAY 2.)0-5.30, 7-9,

FRIDAY 2.)0 - 5.30

For some time a story hour was a feature but was discontinued because

of lessened attendance.

LIBRARY CHAIR~ffiN





ADELAIDE HUNTER MooDLESS

Adelaide vas born on P.bruary 29, 18S7, the youngest of a faeily of twelve.

Rer father, David Hunter. died several ~nth. before her birth, so she knew how to

work to survive on a fare. She went to public .ehool and ladies eol1ege, sponsored

by her oldest .i.ter Linie. who ....rried well and had no ehildren. She wa.

Presbyterian by faith.

She married John Hoodless in 1881 and they had four ehildr.n. The youngest

son died at 18 months eaus.d by drinking contaminated milk. She felt shw should

have known better and s.t out to educate women to prevent similar tragedies. Her

husband WaS ehairman of the Hamilton School Board, so she worked through him (don't

we all). to try to get Domestie Seiene. taught in School. She was 'put down' by

the pre.s and from many a platform as the 'despised nev woman' and told she should

.tay home and take ear. of her f~ly. But .he had a vi.ion and was far ahead of

her time in her thinking. and aren't we glad she was so det.~ined. She used to

say "WOlDen must learn not to wa.te valuable ti_ on non-essentials",

She was asked by the Minister of Edueation of Ontario to write the test book

in Domestic Seience. As .-ore teachera were need. the government (being men)

stopped the funds. Adelaide enlisted the a.. istance of Lord Strathcona and in 1902

we find the ontario School of Domestie Seienee was affiliat.d with Ontario Normal

Sehool. From here it grew. She enlisted the support of Sir William HacDonald, a

tobaceo millicnnaire, who donated funds to build the Institute of Household Science

at the Ontario College of Agriculture in Guelph. Adelaide also helped Lady

Aberdeen found the Vietorian Order of Nur•••.

Erl.nd Lee heard Ad.laide speak on the fset that girl. ahould be educated in

DoMe.tic Seience in school. and he invited her to .peak at the Parmer's Institute

in Saltfleet Town.hip where Adelaide aaid the women should have an Institute, On

Pebru.ry 19, 1897, 101 women and One man, Erland Lee, attended a .--eting in $quire

Hall, Ston.y Creek, where .he questioned a Professor of Baeteriology as to why they

failed to do anything for wcmen and children when they were .0 interested in the

care and breeding of liveatoek.

On Thursday, February 19, 1987, the Stoney Creek women'lI Institute wss

or9ani~ed. the FIRST Women's Institute in the world.



On t.h...... of her 52nd birt.hday, Adelaide "as in Toront.o addressing a

Federation of Women's Clubs in Hassey Hall. She complained of a bad headache. but

spoke anyway. Halfway through her brilliant speech, she stopped, smiled, took a

sip of water and fell to the floor. She died on February 26. 1910. Tbanks to be",

the s ••d wa. w.ll SOwn. Institutea beQlan to apring up all around Ontario. the

aecond one "aa in Whi tby, but aa lIlinut. books .,ere lost - the secretary burned them

in a bonfire - wa believe Hapl. va•••cond. the Motto 'For H~ and Country' was

suggested by Adelaide.

From Canada it spread to Enqland. Holland and all around the World. The

asaociated Country Women of the World waa formed in 1933 and we Canadians can be

justly proud.

There "as a one~day convention at. Guelph in 1902 and in 1903. held at fle"

Macdonald Instit.ute. In 190"4 it .,ent. to t..,o days at. Hassey Hall, Ont.ario

Agricultural College, Guelph. The Hinist.er of Agriculture lJave us a IJrant of

$3.00. Slua and Gold were cho••n for our colours. By 1914 the Convention,

coverinQl all of Ontario, had 29,000 membera and it was decided to have three

Conv.nt.ion Areas, Toront.o, London and Otta.,a. Toronto area went. to a three-day

until 19_. Now it is a two-day con....ntion at the Royal York Hotel.

In 1919 tha F.W.I.O. was formad and our Qloverninq body is the Provincial Board

of Directors and Our Provincial Pr•• id.nt..

Mr. F.W. Hodson, Superintendent of the Fat'1'Der's Institut. b.ca.,.. our first

superintandant of the W~n'. Inatitute. Dr. Creeland was next and th.n Hr. Geo.

Put...n in whO•• t..~ the Fanaar's Institute passed out of existanca and tha b"anch

was t.hen called the Women's Inatitute Branch.

Hiss Bess McDermard waa head of Local Leaders Training, th.n Hiss Mary A.

Clarke. vho in 1945 resigned for our own Anna P. Lewis. She was in office until

1955 whan sh. r.signed to marry Prof. 101.1'. Ewen; then Helen Hc~.rch.r. Host of us

will remeMber Mias Florence P. Eadie st our 4H Homemaking clubs. She retired in

1962 and Jean H. Scott took over. This is .,here I learned a IJreat deal about the

new materials and new practices in food, clothing, shelt.r and manaqement,

including cOnsumer education and fsmily livinQl. I, as well as many of you here



today, wear our County and Provincial Honour pins with pride, and we remember our

'Judging Competition' days and qo~ng to the Exhibition to 'Judge'. It is hard to

imagine our girls and boys of today who take 33 projects as did our York County

Dairy Princess Miss Janet Beynon.

Over the years, we as Institute members have been helping in many ways. Do

you think re-cycl ing is NEW? We did that in 1950 until the price fell for

newspapers. we volunteered for Baby Clinics, TB Clinics, Polio shots and Polio

Vaccine, Hurricane Ha~el Relief (we sent S50 for rubber boots). we helped fireman,

kids go to the dentist, swimming lessons for kids.

Do you remember the Radio Programme of CJRH Richmond Hill?

Widows self help in Greece?
Litterbug Campaign?
Unitarian Service Committee?
Layettes for Arab Babies?
Sweaters for Korea?
Korean Flood Relief?
The Tely Milk Ship?

We sponsored Relief Pamilies, UNESCO Gift Coupons. we helped buy the Adelaide

Hunter Hoodless Home for F.W.I.C. and Erland Lee home for F.W.I.D.

we need not hang our head to any other organization. We should stand up and

advertise our work so Adelaide's vision is still there for us to work at.

Thank you for listening to my story.
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Om Wedne.dey, Mey 13th, 19~9, the C.nedien GoyernMeot honoured the A••ooi.ted

Collllt..,. W"eo of the World ..ith the la.ue of e fin oent COClIlllemorethe Po.tege Stllllll.

The eleelgn .... the "fI(>rII: of lire. Helen Beooa ..1Ia 11 known i:. ert circle. by her

lUIi4eD ope, Helen F1tzgere14. '!be etlllp .,..bol1zee gro..tll II oultinhd b,. Countr,.

...en af lDll1deluol orgen1utioo. bto the world ueoolationee npnMnhel by tbe

globe. The -'D .nd the globe ere outlined 1t1 bleok; tile tree ead hol'ller .n eNea.

The eta:lp .leo booour. the Canecl1e.n _eD, Ure. Aelela1cle Roodle.. and. )(n. Urnd

.ett, foWlcler of tile lIOI'lea'. lutitutee ellcl the A.C ••••.

~ t.he little t.ow:n of St<me,. Creek, OIl.ter!o ot the hollOUr of _11111& the nret CaYS

ere, beeeuee it .... the pleoe W!len tile fir.t ell.'. Institute .... 0ran1~ by ltrI.

80041e.. &Del tbe lit. 1Ir. !:rlertcl ~.

Ann .'1l.J' 4tl,.••pent io eelelre..ill& tile.. Firlt Conre, til",. were bro\l&llt by oar

fr'Ol' Ot~ by lin. B.C. ~ylor ll8tlonel .eonte..,. to the ~e Dr Il:re. C.C. Bopll:1o.

eeorete..,.-treuurer or tll:r StOlley Cre.k ••1. Who with IIrs. AD,gus B• .reok.oo Stoo.y

C....k W.1. p....id.ot _. io ollarge of 1Ie1111lf1: til. 10,000 Tiret De.y Coyen enel 1000

othere llkeel ror, ....e stlllllled 104 ..nt to Stoosy Creel< Post Ortio. berore ~ p •••

end eo tile.. ennlopu ..ill be.r the po.tIIlerll: of tbe town wh"re tllie oragiution _.

born. Th. areat of the A.C.W.W. alao .pp.er,oon the envelope••

Hi.tory wae .urel,. me4e over egein io thi. hi.torio little town ..ith it. mon~.nt

to the BettI. Dr Ston.y Creel< in the Wer or 1!12 enclthe beginning or the Women'.

Inllt1tutu ill 1!97, W!len the lib or th... a_orathe lIt&lllpll .... ope:.e4 there in 1959.lIl

lolIl,. l)th.



"HO''' TO MOO': rn;; lEST (J' Un;"

Qo>e """ uld ...~ry _n 11 U>ol .rcHt.oect of h18 ovn fo..m.-. 0... 1n othM' womB th$ tor_

eo"",,&.1-.1 vltll1n ua aN! o:a>eh :lOr" 1or tent In _ldl\& Ut" • auee..... u-,n tile ..,.,.1nlenta ot lit".

n.. vi•• vill ....1"D<>e hclp troo. VMte'o &ou...,. it _,. eo_, :""t .eU .fto.. t .hould ....e .. boo

eonald.......s •• the grftat .""',..t to t.1I<I greo.te.t • ...,""...

1'he .u"e....~tul Irno\l 1n n1M "...... out or t.<>n that auce"". 1n ur. 1••eh1 .....fI<! by their

o\ln "arneat ..n<'........or.

1:\ the nrot phe. there rwat bo 30Ille def1~Iw. pv.rpoae or 01 .. In orde.. to secure .ueo......

An .1=1 Uh 1a su..e to be • teUur... Then the.... eu..t be e.retul and \lnll la1d ph"s, hilt the

f.llu In lite arl"... troc th!a defect, .o~ peorl" n......... ~~nk of plann1ng out t~lr \lork. •

hapha&&rd \laY or doing thlnga 1. not the beat ...y. arda.. 1. ~~ grrateat la\l of ~~ ur~._~e. let

1t be so In ...cry hone, ."" in ery und .... taking. 1.Ie .hou1<l "..,cr to..£_t tllat to .ttaln t~ best

1n llt" "" _t p&!' .ttention \I~.. t 1. c.nad t .... lltU.. U:drl" of lih. .... It 1••..,.u_

.tat.<'d "Look .fter u... penc:".:1d the jlCI<l~ ...111 look .ft.<=r t~d.."".



The perh"U'm "r the \lhole dependl upo~ !Jl~ p"rfeaU"n or ito parto. I.He 11 de up

not ot gr t d"tol., eUorts aOld ..",-Hie , I:o.lt of litU.. tMn(lll In \lM"h \lord••nd Imn Ind

Un<!n r,1"e.. hehl\utlll.l' are \I~... t ""Ie 11t.. uj0l"'bl .. to ""'""d......n! t.o thlu aronnel u'

.n! u"" tor .11 t~.. but- rMultl In life. ill I>\)rk .hluld • ...,u:re our ".r rul .ttention. i"he

vork In th.. kltehen hal lt1 ;>1<0"" In _\:1nl 1J:.. hooIt In 11te .. "_..11 .. t'le d \l1ne: roo. or t.....

porlour. To pr........ -.l .nd s~t 11. up pro""r1, """ It1 pl• .,., 111 lelng U ..."U....nd IHe

"'"""', II 11_.11 .. 'n." twl<:Uon of.o ea1100! loel.t,. :''''',",",_r u th <Iol'1l!: 1. \lOrt" dolnl \I.U.

It ....011<1 be the .i. of.ll to secure t!le h1c-t ~'IP".e ot Pflrt""Uon pOlllbl" in.ll ...oe.tl."....

of life.

Jnel.. t.r1ou.I b1bi;co .'loul1 be "'ulU... tAd. the \IOJ'Cl of ln1;>1uUon • ...c!.I tIM duWrd to ~

"""', Int to " ..... lri .... !Y'r "e)'" .Dd 1"1. "lido.. He "'>0 li""JIl t!>ol _1. _uUM .Dd ... 1. MIp1uy ot

011 li.."., "1d, "J _t ....rlc u,., ....rlc of P.1 .. Uult • ...,t M." ..""" the ""rid n",,-. tod.~ """

• ...J ...,.,..... to I" torth In u... .~ ot ~.1= ,,"" ,,-..1. .bo"t rio1"4 tpetd.

Ther'" II lonAthtng in .U of u. It \111<01, ...."" ."f. ~lr",,'-"l! "111 hod to ."",,"".. It "as the

non ..... " ot tl'l» tdent thet .... eond"""ncl, l>ut .Ull hOll _n.v .re dobg the oeM t'l1nl tod.)'? It 11

better to ~.Ir out thom to ru.t out II • ho""ly I'r"""rb w1th "",re """nlng than 10 eo:'lMnly .uppo;oe<l.

Runt eon.u.."o hater thrln une. 110ny hll In lifo'o raeo ~""",,e they or.. toe luy t.o worl: 01"

deterlll1necl to do u 111.1.1.. II po•• lb1 ...

A be~"r 1••1ttlng by the 11do of the rood, \lhAr .. the roce of ~n go by. The ~n IIho

ere BOO<!, em the D@n who In bed. .lo 10M .nd ae hod •• 1, I "ould not .it In tllfl .oo,..""ra ,,"t,



nor hurl the cynic'~ lear, but live end be a fri«nd to ""n. Am I my brothnr's keeper ha~ but

One ans""r. Th15 is "hat will cnnatitute aucoeBS in the gr".. t f.ay of Judgn",ent. "In lIS ","ch 8S

ya did it unto one of th""" little OMS, ye did it unto "'" and theae ahall go away into et<'irMl

life." This ~s >l8king the beat of lifo.

There appoan to exiBt a r,rontpr d""iNl to live long, than to livn 11<>11. r:easurcd

by "",n's deeir"s h" rlo"" not. live long enOU6]', oM ",,,,,sured hy his gooo rleeds hE! dOM not see",

to live lone: enough, but m~.."ur'!rl hy his evil rleeds he live" too long.

Re"ding the bioeraphie. of r,reat an<! good nen and wonem often bMon"" inspiration

to nobler living. It breathes into our nature a virtuous pride whieh leods to noMe deeds.

Lives of fTeat "'en 811 1',,",iOO uS lie can na1<e our livea suhliroe, and departing l,,"ve

behil'cl ua, fnotprints on the sand" of ti"". Life i" II ,.aCe ond we ahould ell run irrtpclle<l b:., the

hlcheat o;oUve. A hnund havine: atartOO a harn fro," ita eOlh"sh ru."ed after it. The chMe 118"

kept up for a long tiroe, but the here hIld the best of it and {lot off. A lJOat nper by jecroo at

the h"'",c, but t':te hound r"pli<>o, "It is One thing to run for )'our dinn ..r sn~ sn<>ther thine to

run for your lifa." Some seem to he running the rsc .. of life for their ~inn"r and their Il,"eat

oonoorn is "\/hat shall 1 ..at an/l whcrcwHhall .hall 1 be clothOO~"; but thi. is ton 10" for

any<>ne who realizes th~ tl"Ue ~ie:nit)' and ~""t1ny <>f his being. A phHoapher ssk<>d a man which

of the two lives he lIould rath..r li"o, t'>at of r.ro~us, one of the rich"at of ",om, hut very

wicked, or thet of Socral,ea, one or tho poorest <>r Olen, bu~ eo(}d. Ths ana"er was, "In life 1

wo'l1d 11ko tn be Groesu.~, hut in death ~ocrates."

The M.gh.."t SUeC"ss j.n Efe <loes not consiat ill "hat one sccumnulat"" os "",ch as in

whet one dlstrJbut..... There i. a gr'stcr blcss1ne b l;iv1ng Uwn in l''!cc1vinl;. In helping

oth~rs tho in bn~ng helpe<:!. How "any are liVing 1I1thout ~his OM of the r,r~atest .joys of

life. "He 1100 livee for self lives for s ",,,an mm." LeI, US live for t':te e:ood we can do.

We are not hnre to play and to dro""" to drift. W.. hIlv" hard ,"ork to <10 eml loads to lift,

Shun no~ ~he a~ruggle, fac .. it, Tis God'a 8ift. We will clos" this p8!>"r with thc ,"ord. of

Solo",on. "Lilt us h"ar th" conclusion of the IIholo matter, r"8I" God find k"..p His co"",snrl",,,,,to

for this 18 the ,"hole duty of ....n. Por God shall bring '''''''.v 1I0rk into jud~l'lpnt, with ""pry

secret thing whather it b.. r,ood or evil.
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A FFRCUSON IU:-U/!!mr

Saturday June 28, provoo an Meal ~a.y for the Fergueon Re~u"io", held in an ideal

settine at the ho"'e of Hrs. Rose Ferguson. The COJ'"""'oCioua ls"n, shelter"" by a beautiful

hroSe, with the waters of the legoon gleel:ling through the trSrnl, and the vine covered veranday

pr""e"too an ideal spot Cor thp r:ath..rlne~ and the clan Corr,ath"r<'d, to the "u",ber of at l"sst

Wo hundred, and there we;" rlIin.,v abaent""., "ho '.ere !':\Ioh "liase<!. They arriv«l during the

for<>o"<>, by bus from Toronto, by scores of sutos frOM Shelburne, Stay,,"r, Avonbenk, and ttoe

neighborhood of St. Harya. At noon one hundrfd sst dO\m to dinn"'r, In t~... evening around '1,\10

hundred enjoyed the su",!,tuous pio"io supper.

The eatherirg Wa' craced h)' the pr""ence of a piper, a rpal piper, In th" Char lea

Stuart ';'ertan and full reealls. Piper Sodth of the J$th Highlanders, who stirred any h:lehl"n<!

blood 1" our veins amI Md" th" reet hooot U""" to the nu.ic. A f"" eassyl'<! a try at th" High.lar,d

fling, Or Reel or whatever it "liS. It wsa at least a surprising chaege on the prograo:.

An interestine prograM \Ie. given_ Rev. ,T. Ste1'art t'''rguaon, ypsteroay of Pickering,

toeay of Carl<!ton Place, as "hairlllSn. fl"". I'.... Lang of t·'allorytnwn, who had entered the clan by

""rriag~, g~ve hi. i"'P'"e.oioM of the F~rgu.or_s. Rev. Bev. Ferguson of SeatU~, tr.S.~., gave

a stirring a<!<!rMs. Mr. Alex F. BurrO\19 of Vandorf gave" Violin solo. Sir. \/". 1':ulo:>ck wea delieht·

fUl in 8 short speech, and l~r. ~l1lton followed in 8 h8ppy sppreciative ""'cd. II. S. l'erguaon, C.L,

of Toro"to, oonclOO<><:1 thc progr8'" in a hur.orous speeoh.

The r,athering "a8 !>I"ac'ld hy th" pr,,",,no~ l>f Canada" Grand Old Han, Chief Justic,"" Sir

10'". Mulock, and by that of Hr. II",. P. HUlock, and ~Irs. Hu10ck. A rousing ch~er was given for the

ho.ta." I·~s. R. Ferguson.

lie are not in th" poss"s"ion of the rnciawr, but a few of th" n('~r~at of kin were

those r"pr~enting the Perguaons of Horning. Milla. Hr. T. A. F..rguson, hi. "'ife and "",,,,hers

of his fnml1y, his brother Rev. Ben Ferr,uson of S"atUe, Ilashington Terr., who had attended the

International Conv"ntinn of Th" R..lieious F.ducation Council. His shtPI"s, Hrs. Purves, of Shelburne,

iira. r.oov. I,ang, of Dallorytown, Hrs. Teylor and Mrs. Torrence of Toronto, with me"'bera of their

fsnilies. From Avonbank and ndghborhooo of St. Ear~·-<l".c..n<lants of the lste Hugh Ferguson--

~lr. and Mrs. Crago and AlVin, lk. anil lira. HUM Oliver an<ll1ttla <laughter, Hr. and V..... Albert P.

Fereuson, ilare;aret and t.rthur, Hi.s ;:arc"ret Ferguson, Hr. and ~irs. Thos. F"I"!;uaon ot f:us.eldele,

.nd the Mh."s Grant of St. Marys, And W_aa Olivpr of St. ¥...r~_-·Fro", Syraou.e, /lew York, Oa""

de.cendants oC ~lr • .rohn r'..rgu.on--~lr. an<l Mra. F. Burrows of Sts,mer, and Mr. 8r.d Mrs. Gee.

DaVidson of Cree"",re, Mr. Alex Burr"\ls am', M.1"S Mary Burrows of Vandorf. )-0.... :'alter Scott, Mrs

Scott and daught<>r of Richmond Hill, 1·:'-•• i·:ary Scott, and mas '.-lobo tor of Aurora, Mrs. John

Ferguoon, Hio" Sadie FeT(rU"on, ",,"ck F~reuoon, his wife and two 80M, !-!r. aM. l-!r5. Ston" of Aurora,

of thp. <I"ocenilsnta of the 1,,'1,0 ';'hos. F"rgu"on; the i",lr.ildietc
fanH)' of our haste.".



-,-
Miss B~rtha, Mrs. Hsrrls a~d h",ny. George a~d Harry, YJ.<r.P.r, ul£e end hodl)', from Stoufi'tllia.

Mrs. Fooht. Gellatly, l-lies J~de, Walter Bnd F..rnHt, Mrs. Bennington of Nell"",rket, Mr. Bennington

end sons, also her eister fro", :;yrscuse, end ",~..b"rs of h",,. fMUly. \lelllngton Tr8v1s, Mrs. Travis,

Ernest 9mi Dol'l' fro .. lIewmsrket. T. J. Fergllilon 1188 pres'mt with his fanHy complete. R"..,. J.

Swwsrt, Hrs. Fereu-,on, CharI!.. 8nd Dorothy, :!re. PSyt1S, I-'.r. Payne, lind re.,lly Peter F.., J·:rs.

Ferguso," end 80"8, Lincoln "M I,jack of Aurora. Hiss ~i.."Ttle Ferguson, and h",. aisurs ~nn1e and

Eve IIlth their bU'Mnns and ohllnT"".

·Of ~L",'k L. Ferguson's fa"ily--Rev. J. Albert, Mrs_ Ferguson and Scott of Richmond Hill,

II. $. Fereuann r..A. end Hrs. ,'"rglmon, 'i'oronto, T ••l. and A.A., at ScoU ':lhe Hee', ;:i"g. Hr.

George F""l::l'901', l·:'-a. I'ergu."on. l~r. and Mrs. Ceo. Rut'lble end fel:lily, l·lr. Thoe. Le~"o". end femily.

There "ere IM"y ot"~r8, ~h08e I"'.Iln"1ed Mm~s or child"..",. nsn~ ere not r"member~. the

li.t is 8lr(1sdy long, but it ~e' a ereat ret toeethp". and much enJojoe<l b" all.

A group photoeraph ~e8 taken.



HOI1SEKF:EPEH I S G U IDE

One pint of butter equals a pound.

One quart of sifted flour equals a pound.

One large pint of sugar equAla a pound.

Ii pint of f:I"ah8I!l, sev"n and three-fourths OUnces.

A pint of cornr.teal, ten and one-fourth ounMS.

, pint of rice, rift"'en ounces.

Ii pint of S8~P or coarse ho~iny, thirteen ounces.

A pint of tapioca, twelve ounces.

, pint of brenderunbs , eie,ht and three-quarter OU:lces.

, pint of raisins, nine ouncp.s, lightly oeaaur"d.

, pbt ,f currants , tM ounCM.

A pint of brown sugAr, UJirtncn OUnCeS.

Ii pint of MIIplo sugar broken into crUMbly pieces, equals one pound and four ounces.

An ounce of butt"r, two level tsblllSpoonfuls.

An ounce of flour, four level tablt>spoonfuls.

An ounCe of cornstarch, three tsblesi>oonfuis. (1""",1)

" ounce of eranulated 8ugr,r, two l"!Vel tublespoonfula.

" ounce of grounri coffee, five level tBblespoonfula.

" O\.:nCO of erate<l chocolate, thrpl' level tabll'spoonfuls.

" oUnCe of papper, for level tablespoonfuls.

An ounce of selt, two level tabl"spoonfuls.

" ouneA of einemon, four and " half lcvd teaspoonfula.

" ounCe of cloves, four level tablea JXlonfuls •

" OUrLce of Mace, four l<wel tabl"fipoonfula.

Ii"'- OUnCe of curry, fOllr l""el table~JXlonfuls.

" ounce of mustnr<l, four level tablespoonfuls.

An Ollnce of thyme, eir;ht level tablespoonfuls.



'n:.sTFlIDAY AIID TO-DAY'

A PAPFR ffiF.PM:rn BY ~UCE F!1'.f,USON

We millht be&1n our atun" even farther bee~ than y""terday end call it "The Day Before

Yesterday". 'Yesterday and To~Day". This "ill e",brace the U"" of threA or four Ilenerations, and

represents the Pioneer nay:!!, th" d8,\'" of our parents' childhood, or to SOM of U! of Our Ilrllnd~

porent!' childhood, and 'To~d8Y', the pr"".mt R.maretion.

When our for"fathers cro!s<><l the ~tlantic in either .. sailinll vcsod, or in one of the

wonderful new oteonero, the voyage occuPyinll apverel we,,~s, they found the oountry forest~clsd,

rough and un"~tUe<l. Thfl neail'e of "ac': h"art wao to carv" out a ho","" to o"n land, an<! to b"

illd epend"nt.

A l)rave heart """ nMeaaery to """t the new conditions, and every OunOe of will~power,

of brllin and hrllwn ",,,a oalled into Ilotion. lJork l'lU~t be done by ;;ain force, for there wer.. few

hbor~a,w~nG <'""icea in those dn"a, to 11&"'-en labor. There "ere f"" lrnple~....nts "'ith "h~eh to

work, fOnd those Were of the rude8t. lin exe """ the first nece~sity. Soon a s",,"11 clearing w""

f!lsde, and " s""l1 lOll cabin built of unhe"n loga) the cracks "nd chinks were filled in with moSs

and chy. The furdture was .cant and rune. The packing w:>::na a~d ch~st! conhining their personel

effect! did duty aa table or aet~e; hlocka of woo<! mlll1e aubata~tial aeats, and aoon rude benchea

w~re made, but th.. "'anufactur.. of lumber "as slo", M " ",hip aa'" waa n..seed. Gradually the...

article. of furniture ",ere addoe<l to, eapecially curine th.. wintH, and a fe" comforts of thia kind

aoon l'lSde ho,"" core homey.

'there '''M little v~riet)l in the "'~)I of food. Potatoes, turnip" and other vegetables

",ere gro"'n among the stump" in th.. little clMrinc, ani! corn, oat! and ",heat "'ere crown aa fa.t

aa land could be cleare<! for the crop. It WllS slo", ",ork, and hard, few of 'To-<!ay" ",ould care to

try it under the 8ame connitio..... There ",as Abundance of E"rr.e, dMr, \IUd fO\ll, fiah in the

strea"'" , and bea," in the \loo<!a. But a",,,,mition waa acaree ar>d had to be hu.band<'<i oarefully, to

protect the family from "'olvea, bears and other enen1ea •. The roaple trees pro,,10e<'. alnost the only

augar used, anG ",aple sugar "'aa u.ed in sweeteninG '-heir teB, preaerving the \IUd fru1t and as a

confection.

Flour mill. ",ere very fe", and .eattere<l. It waa quite a usual th1ne for a farmer to

take a bag of "heat on horseback, and rneke a Journey to a d1atant griat Mill, returning with hi!

quota of ",hite flour, too precious for ordinar" fare, the jouney oocupy1ng 'Oce days. Grain for

porridge, and bannocks and oatcakes, waa cruah<!d in a horn1ny~au".p. The centNl Was burned out of

a hardwoC<l atuDp, the grain "eS placoo in this 1'.0110"', and oruahed by a 'be<ltle' Or a plu",per,

wh1eh was a atone attached to a '."",ep' and "'hioh "'as pluf!lpe<:l up "nd do"n cruahing the grain into

"eal.

A r:l8n waa well off, ",ho owned a horae, or ~ teal'! of oxen, a cow, or a fe" aheep end pig8;



p,,"tUNl \189 pl~ntiful anour,h, a~ tha wooda wero unf,,~ced, and afforded food en<! ~h~lter to tha

ani",.ls. The tinkle of the cow-bell waa l1aten'" for aa milking ti.,e dre" near.

The clothing brought with the", from th<> 'Old Country'. had to be replaced in tirce. and

the wool of the aheap waa waMled, carded. by hand caroa, spun on the tiny apin"ing wh"alo. aithar

brought out with the,", or modelloo "fwr their faahion, Me menya hor... had its OW" hand-Ioo""

and wove the clot'! for tha gar",..nts. GnD(! IIMrlng rJIIIterhl too, WM thia ~",~pun, and warm; no

Me<! to ha particular about the feel of wool against t.'la skin. The or.ly alt..rnative w"" Ilnen, for

in the 'Old Country', flax Wa" grown .nd put thl'ough the !!'.any proce"sea to I'lIlkc it lnto 11nen,

and wh.m " corn..r could be aown in flax, l1nen coule be "'./lnufactured by the racily. Store gooos

wera for beat only.

~!ethods of transportation ware fe". The strM~.s and lake. ""r" used wherever possiblei

the ca"oe of the Indian. tha ho11o"OO 106. or later th<> clu019y flat botto",OO boat cerried .,any a

loed. The roada were OOra bridle p"tl-.s through tho foroat, with blazed trdla to show the lIay.

Thne were no rdl.'a:n, "nd stllge coe"h~s War~ e rarety to be fOUnd in only the lone settled s<,ctions.

:Ieighbours were far spsrt. ohuroh"a and eOhool! were fe" and far between, but ln rnan,,' a

bu"ble pioneer horo<!. th., Ii1bl~ waa \leed regularly a..cl reverently as the gr...at r.oll'tforter a"d GUide.

Saered asaociationa with c.o<\'e \<lord and (;od'a houae w"ra ~/dntain<:>d. and the very hardehip" end

10n<'1l""as, and trialS of ',he pionMr lit.. , built up a sturdy Christian "-,,nhood, ano "o",,,,,hood,

for which lie h."." ",",ory r~IISon to th""k Co<\: for they ""r" our anoestors, an" we are larr.ely .'het

In thoe ... <i"y~ t,h ... fir"plece oocur>i<Xt One end of the loe cahln en" it waS th" hright

apot in the ho"". flatchP-'l for li!:htine fira. "ere unbo"n " contury aeo. or a.t least u"known

in useahle quantities. The fire w88 ccr/erO!<l at "ight, but ao""U",,,e it "'88 out in the ",ornl"g.

There it wse--",Tohnnie, the fire h88 gon" out, rot up and dress ao fa.t as you can, an<! run over to

our n"ar~at ndghboura for a pan of ooele to start another fire, or if thet were not poaaible,

tire waa obtllin....-! hy rubhing " flint with at"el, "nd .,atching the spark, blowing it into a fla"'e

a:::on& ehavinf,S. or biroh bark, or punk. 1"",,,ina th.. dO~'n"sa of the proc...", should we be forcoo

•
to get fir" in that ",';d Tallo," cantU"s of home ",~nuf"ct"re were used, firelighters of shavi"gs

bebE" used in place of lucifera. TAA pitch pi"" kno.~~ often afforded the only light. Hence there

woa littla to te",pt late r ..tiring, ao our forefath..rs laid foundations for good inatitutions for

future generations by retiring "srly and rislng e"rly.

Y"t In th.. absence of Mny thi"f'I which ~'e would oonaider neoessary for hcppbe"a or

Jollity, there were "'any gay tim"s a""'ng th" piona"rs. fic.cles or bagpipes, M"..e over the sea

lIlth their owners, and if a oorr.nunity o"ned one of thea" "",aicd instrUMentll, th..re "all. aure to

be so"", jolly ""eninga, when a few nP.ighbours could get wrether. AlBa! thare w"ra whl~k"y atills

in planty sl~o, pUl"S whi~key hor:e distilled, not poison",,- by orugs and poisons, yet co"taining



the Devil in Uquid form, and was dispe"Mld M II necessary ""rt of ho~pitdity.

There is no exact dividing Une bet"ean "Yesterday" end the "Day Before", no midnight

stroke of the clock, which tells US that one day is don.. , ar.<l anothar bel:Un. The two "",rga into

each other and overillp. Yet there b a distinct difference hetween a century affO Ilnd half Il century

Ilgo, aa there ia between that ti"'.6 end To-day. The far... or Ya"t~r<lay were largely cleare<l, but

each with ita forest reaervation a'ld "",ny a natural tree baart"" its harvest of 1'ruit.

"He waa eaaier than in th.. old pio"eer daya. The count,ry lIaa foat being cleared. Great

pll~" of loge were burned to faciUt<lte the c1aarine of the land. The ewmpa--grcet pine f"llows-­

ware dragged 1:> ragee<! ro"s to sprve tho double duty of fencflS and an eaay way to get rid of the".

Great pilps of pine logs were covare<l over with earth ond burnl'd or baked into o'torooal for the

\lae of the blackstoith. Greet "ecrifioe of splendid timber wea "'""e, ae there wes little sale for

it, nor propc-r hl6tho<!e of transpurtation. Corduroy roads were built, taking the place of tha old

trailS, these h~lped to use up the logs, and "llde a fir",cr road-hed, though often rather bu"py.

Puring Governor SI",co,,'s tirn", Yo""e end Dundas ~tr~"ts wera or.enftd up end brOken aton" end let"r

gra"el uaed to k",ep the", in repsir. The aysten of toll-g"t~-" wea douhtless copied fro", the 'Old

Country', end those who useil the roail~ paid th.,1r toll, sa their sh"re in k..eping up tha road.

Ferner's i"'Pl~n"nt.'! ware ~tnl of the rudest. The grsin wea cut with the cradle, and

bound by hsnd. Probably thia nethod waa the only ona possible, when the far,~a were eo covered with

etillllp5 and "tones, bu', later a Nlaper reached the oolony, "nd we" a wonderful, lUOlbering thbg. one

""n set on it to drive, enother stood be~ind, ShovbE off the s!1Mves. The heevy 1ron plowe were

welced by htlnd hy the local blackaMith, and were et l"eat dura'llo and suitsble for their I:asvy

work e."IOnE thA roots e<Jd rocke. Oxen '.ere still us!ld, though horeas wera becoOl1nf, o:ore co",,,,,,n.

Help wae plentiful both for outdoor end indoor work, end ae the work wea not eased by hlJor sovers,

",or" hired hAlp \las nell<',ed. Thoaa were tha caye of jolly big fa~,lli"", end a neighbour uauelly

could lend a girl or t"o to h"lp out 1I~,oth~r in ", ..ed. lIegos were low, yet probably the purchasing

pow"," of rlOn,,:' "OS eS gr..at a" now. :1en "orke<', hard fro", sun-riae till aun-set, at ditching,

cradling, binding, or logging, et the au," of fitt" oents per day.

Manye farm hed two, thrae or even four hOus"," huilt on its area. A little log hut with

a few epp1~ or plUr.'l trees, or e lilao bueh in front, ahowed wh~re SOr.e squatter han ",ade a ho~.e,

geining pu"isaion from the o",,~r to cut nown trea" ond build a "",.all aheck.

Tha wooils weN! not alweY" fencM in, end people "ho were Mre "quatters. kept a co" or

cows, e fe" piga an~ ahellP, which ran at larfle in the "ooos, nuring the au"-",,,r, en" tho cowa and

Sheep, browa,,-<! at ao"", farrIer'. straws tack during the winter "hil" ",eater 'Pir,r,ywiG', r,rovided the

lIlOat to ffO with th~ pot~toee and ""r,etahl"s, fur the "inter'. food. Storea and ahops \lere few and



far bat"eM. Ther" was !i1',tle co",petition and eaoh hed a ",onopo1y of traoe. Buttar sold st a fa"

cents the pound; lOW as low as "ight centa per do~en, "hile pou1try,-·good and fot-·so10 lit five

end si>: cents Pl'r pound, and ohiokc"," at thirty cents to fort)' cents per pdr.

ChurchH w~re far apart, ~lr3. flurrows, "y granc",ot!ler, someti.,ea walked Seven !'liles fro::l

Xing to Rich:'Oond !lill, to ChUl'ch, and oel'1"le<1 a baby, an<! wa1ke<i bac~ agab) And the hill. W""e not

cut o,,"n 8. th~:, ere now, Mr 1',be rOlio. es ."'''oth. Often ',he f"r,~ "e60n, crawn by o>:en, or hor.es

carrled the fal'1il)' to $enrica, and the bleasing recai,'oo we$ creator because of h8r<l.hip overco"e t"

he pr""'Mt. The Heus", of God "9$ eppreoi"tfl(!, and t'" senricaa were l"ng or.."" out. When Co",runion

season CSM, there were services 0" Thur.dey, Frioay en<l Sunda)' snd Monday. People brought baskots

soo aole",.ly pickniok.,n under the t"eas betwean servicrs. Th"re "as l'lUeh preparetion of heart, nld

th~se Sa&Sons were tiMs of refreshing and upbuilolnr,. People Ca"" long di.tencaa for tha 'fast ca)"

'00 set patiently during th~ long ser""ns, had th~ir dinner lind 'llt a8ain for another service. The

preachers r,lIve 0 ....1' dillcour..es on th" fun<larl"!ntde, prIl90~int: the certainty of a hell as "ell e'

or e h"'"ve". a"ct trll~bg thll rOlld hy s",'e sign-po"ts to .,it""r p1aee.

The IIchool hous,." were 8,,,,,11 lor, structures, ~ith thll ~Mlk along tke ~ell, lind reeM by

the beokl'01I8 brnnh On ~h!."h Slit tho> pupils, fro,," .,er~ infants to nu.tech..o. young mlln, 0,. r,1rls in

long Skirts. The tell"her 'at lit hill o".k en<l 'heerd' clesan., erd disc1plln"" wHh the ce~e, or

oet·o!"·nine·tal1s, or the blue-beach rod, while V'~ "ajorit.'f of pupil. recaiv'lrl /I .."re rUdin<'ntary

educet1on, usually II 'star soho1ar' ~ou1<! f,ain distinotion, lind ento,. tho 1erger world to be a

cr"<lit to th~ eo",,.,,,ity and t"a~her.

Gredually oonni ti""a were al t,Hinll, 101'; ~OU8"1I wer" beine rcp1ac..:! by fret.e or ",,,rp

e"bltioull brick, or stone. Stoves w",'"' replecine eraoually the firel'leeee, lind with the passlne "f

the ch,,,,r." ole flr"p1ace, with its wr1rot1i"1l hlaze. and ita rmllicd h..ev)' iron tee-kettle, it.~ cre~e

lI"d tonr,s, ita lJe110"'I and ita henklog, th"r" pells"<l a"e:' the hOMiest att!o.phere of content<l'ent snd

good ch"er. Be1',ter furniture '.88 tindhe ita 'In.'' into th.. settlements, a "",lodilln or even an ore;an

lias a piece of rllNl eoo<! !OrtUl'O. Tl,,, n"w h"uses were often bUilt over a cellllr, though ofter. an

outside cellar or eave wnll th" 0"1)' cellllr for heU'1I uac. The out8id" OvenS still bilked the very

.w"et"st brMrl, end t"" stlOkehouse "as just 1\11 ""ce.sary for 'sO'{lkir,g' the ,,"e.' end hacon.

Churches "are ",ultiplylng to M".,t th.. neeO' of th" differnnt cr"/I.(ls. Soon battAr ,Ichooh

wpr" built. Heilw~ys we"e project'ld ~nd c~,,"1s ",e,le to OVercone t~e ra"lds "r falls in tho rivers.

When th~ first engine On the C. 'l'. fl" 'lorthe,." Divh10n, c~"'" lOS far M the third of King, a crowd

of people gllth/lrf\d to sre toe tprrihl~ nonater "nd childran shr"rk btlck in terror or hid, lest t!1e

terrible engine ahoulrl run after th~n. end kill the",.

In our grand,·.othrr" dey, thnr" \1""'0 fallhiot18 liS then ~r'" now, though theae ~ere fol10~ed

efar off, yet th""e were those who "et th~ fashions in each oo",".unity. See in your "iOO'. e,,'e, the

picture of a de"lUre young lady, in poke bonnet, volu",inous skirt, low po!ntfl(! hodice, with pantelett
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showing !><tIo" !><or short skirt. Tfu>s .. penl,tllette. were for orna"-",,t only, sod were trl=<!Cl quite

prettily, with ruttlet! or hee. The .""'ina: which had b<\en ell <!ono b:r ""~.<!, "118 C8de u.ier by

t .... introduction of the aevlr.g "",e'd"", wMeh. \lMle it rseilH.Iltec! the worl< ot ..... lng. !'las ..e<!e

t!lelr f1ne TtHd1e""rk, .1. "hi"h our grINl""nnt.- vere '0 lIdept, • 10'11. .rt.

In 0\1I' ... then' you--& <laY". girl. and bo~ vent to .ehool lMI:re!oo~. JWlt •• 1001' I.

I "sM! dl" c..'lII!I in .-pring, off went boot.l e:ll! noekinl;". I':cl one or t..'>e trldl or SUnd.,. ..-.. t!=lt

boou _t go on ee-1n. It "as quit<! • r."Uler '11lM to 170"" up """"1: ....:oo:'fI. vjth .Hrtll

t.uebld up, .r:d boon t ....t. l"robr.1...,g tn.. noon or C!olrj; oth 1""'Behold t.I~kl. In \linter 1.~U

legs _ ... Inee.l'ed In coo<! at.oekin&'! ot hocMpun wool, v1th fuer "UO"I be'<l1IIl'l1 \11)(>1 tor SUnde,.

"'e.r. T~ n.....,., ot the .~p pr'O"l~"" t!'x>a .. apl<!ndld 1'0,. _en h1fI..t"ta or \lhie!'! we Ire sUll

prour!. '1"- .. llon'''1''1n cloth tor ho"" .. olr""s'!$ .rId urx1"nHrU, 10 rough but 10 w......nd ~l1.."bl".

The fulled cloth Cor ..ena _ar--cl""",:, /,:are~tI but. aueh u turno><l t!le wind and hilt out Jllck F'l-ost

and hi. lc:, hreathl /':000 double wool nitr.""a tor t.he """<la, a~d long "ar" ....C!lPri Cor the neck,

"Mle th~ ho,"" Ull"eIl, ak1n ot the C"t.~t! calC, or tlw! aheop killed tor th", "inter'" IMIt, wu

often Mde 1nto rIO"cee1M by the tather or ""'thar, or pt'rhaps 'tat.her' turned oob!>ler <lur1n/,: t.he

\linter aM Mde the ta['lily boot"..,,,r; etronlt, h"a..y, hut ""IViceahle. Th'!8~ n<l tho! col'l<1it10n8 uneer

"hlch nur i!ll!"ledlate tnr..t .. th"r8 liv«l, and tll..,e 'V~ry "nooJt1o". lIlIt(\e t.h.... ,trnng, honeat, reliant.

am &...... ~ WI a GO<'l:" honorable nll_. whieh w'" are bc>u..-.l 1n ~nnor ~ k"'''1' reepeotablll. a~d for

the .a~. nt theae whGlle na<:.<)ll >ffl !>ear.

"""'1. of 'fooda,.'! fhera 1. a 10n& ea.ll Mtw.-.n t..... ted.1oua unco:>Cortabh 1811~ng .. ruel

11'1 whieh our torefathers eroue<! t!l.. oeea~, l-d t.'loae no.e1..1'\g p"la~ Vitll all .......... co"..,e->i",.cu

a~ luxuri". 1n wh.1eh a I'ourrie<! t.r1p 1"4" be -'e to-<la,.. It i' a 10'"-8 call trca t~.a log ea.b1". 1"

t!le WDOd'. to 1.'- .taW,. he...... oC ''food",.' IqllippM lIit.':! het.'u"ue=. O'.1eetrie 111':~tinl':. al'll! .II

labor .....1ng c!ev1ea. "nd luxuriea. It 1" e lone: ea11 tror; t!'le netehleu c!a,. oC t'>e tinder bo>:. eo

t!'le p.lal, butto" nt the ..lltCtrie light. ,,;'.1el> 1& fMt p.lt.t.1ng coal-oil l1e:"Ung aMl gaa nut oC

OO81n... l. It i. a long cll11 fro.. the t.adioUl 'atitch' of t'w bond nMldl .. to '.1uI a""i~ll ..eWn. \lith

its nu"",ro"a atUloh",,!nt.~, for ..11 1.;1l'1rla oC orMamt'nt.<lUon. It 1a /I long call tro," the gr.1n erldle

to th" "p.lf·h1"der "1th ito ""<lilt c8Tri~r aM knot cutter .U In one. 'I'h.. "OU!'ltry dotte<! w1th ho=:..s

.nd "qu"tt"ra huUl ha"" .ho"~ /Ill u""eeflsury hou.... cut or the WilY, ."tI .11 that aN' not rp."lly

needed on thol f8r~ are ••1. down in bflttar atyle 1n the 'Vl111g". to"", or city. In.teed or th"

blIckyal"d ot tor<!llt, thf!.... are <...i .. l/lwnl, flO"..r lJol"d"r., lind !>"rf."n". bat.e.d or ox carts .,...;!

carry-all. to earry the tal111y to c!"alreh, th'lr<!! ar.. th" covered earri<lgea, an<! tlMo a"tollOb11e••

• bIIllo"" a'''''TIIIion ""uld <lra\l "rowd" toget.>:"r to .1_ sueh • ""Mer--no" we !'Iote "areblsI,. that

"Y.!'. So II-.:! So" lIN had an "<:>e1dent ,,1t!. hi. aeroplane "bib tlyine a.-.d waa killed. 'J.. have t.<Ilked

.11 D'II'er our 11ttle ....rld by tel~h:me U1l1te nOYal""!lsa pened a"ay. \ole are read,. no·.. tor a """
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sensation; wh~t '.ill it b..?

In. teed of good old hShionod parin!: be"" and quilting perti"'" or tin .fternoon'. visit

with our apron an<! our knittin:::, we have our "et day for receiving, an<! set phra'''s for t81kbg,

and set 'special!' for lunch, till forr..lll1 ty is t>ok~nf, the phoa of Ilood old U",e hoap! tali ty and

friendline"s_ :1" he"" laber-.Il"i"g d9Vicea--firelea. c<>okeTo, vacuun clMners, dustless broor.s •

• elf wringing ",ops, dUMh wait"rs, "l~trlc irons, "ashers, toast<>rs, and 80 01' lnfanite"" :rot. we

sre ov<'r !;usy, overburoened, overtired. The pendulun of styh 1'..... ""Unc: from the "01,,",100\1' sUrh,

with their cTinoH,," and hoopa, to the scant hobble of to-day. (lihere w111 it swine nexn)

To"';.y ia M hr ah~ad of y""ter<\~y as thll h'Mve"s ore higher than the earth, 1n the "sy

of inventi",,', adv9r,c,,~ an<'. wonder"orldngs, If lie live at this rate, IIhat a lIor1d this 11111 h"

ir. fifty year. to co",,: loIe cannot i ...tlrriM to what, h~ighta we "ay rise, why have we acco"Plished

such things? "acause rum !:as been workin!> \lith God, tinrli..g out His s~c...,ta, and utilizing the",

The saroe fo...,,," of e1"ctricity wa~ prMe"t in ·,he world in the pioneer days, but the seoret of how

to ooll",ct that, power, to oonvey ~t to such places an<! 1n suoh \lays thbt it oou1d do suoh work, had

to be 1eal'nll<! 810\11)', and a little at a t,1"". If only we Oet> ke'1' olose to Go<!, and learn nore

of the seorets Ha has ellfol<!c<'l b what \I" oell nature, --Tc"Orrcw rnay be even brightflr than To-4ay.





1-4-t d.i.-4pu'!f a..t ~O!fa..t. ll/i.n..t_ Fa-iA. [Q.It.d ~~ spo.t.l

p~.t.q eomp~~ 0':
o~o ~!f 0' Ag~c'(.ttu..u. Q.It.d Food

•

I~ Ma.Ltb!f, Me.a. P",ct.4Lden..t.
C«-U!.!f Ha..U.
EU4 Ha.>V<-i.4
H~CU\. ~WJIbt~, PMlll.iAC";4t S04.o\.d llI....b_

[",upon.M.bt-. '0'" cU.4pto:.!f Q.It.d
p-.opt-. .t.o ~~ boo~J



:1989 50TH ANNIVERSARY

WELCOME

The fi~st Institute meeting was held on June 19th, 1907, King East.

We have minutes till 1915, but I am told meetings we~e held til 1924.

Members, numbering 29-41,we~e f~om Eversley, King and Temperanceville.

The second Institute was founded on Septembe~ 28, 1939. A meeting was held

at Mrs, A.(Doc) (lo~don's home. The~e we~e 28 ladies present and 15 paid

membe~ship. They are our Charte~ H.embe~s. H.~s. Ross Walke~, the fi~st p~esident,

has been a membe~ all that time (and we a~e so pleased to have he~ he~e today).

M~s. A. Go~don was the ti~st Secretary-T~easu~e~,and she and Mrs. Cla~ke Archibald

are still with us. Sixteen (16) mo~e joined at their October 10 meeting, of these

Mrs. Dan Rawlings remains. Member 134 was Miss E. McClure on December 12, 1939 and

her mother was 135. Elizabeth MCClure (now Gillham) was the second Secretary­

Treasurer.

Laura Rolling joined the Institute on January 9, 1910. She is our only Life

Member, conferred on her by her sister Kay Clarke, and we are very pleased to have

her with us today.

At the Executive meeting, they set up the Programm Committees - Red Cross

Committee and Social Committee, and decided a limit on the lunch. It was war time

and these women wanted to do their 'bit' for the local Boys. The secretary was

authorized to write to Lake Marie Athletic Association [Sr. Henry Pallet] regarding

a donation for Red Cross Suppl ies. I don't know what they asked for, but in cash

they qot S25.00 and it went to the Richmond Hill Chartered Red Cross Society for

yarn. Right away they decided to have a dance to buy supplies. Mrs. Pitt gave a

talk on the Red Cross and a motion was made that we continue as an Institute and

do our work for the Red Cross. Mrs. Norris gave a very interesting talk on the

origin of Thanksgiving and also made a replica of the Prune family. They sent

delegates to the Convention (at the Royal York I think) and several ladies offered

to cut out pyjamas and bought euchre cards for 12 tables. They had a euohre and

made $7.00 and the next month had a danoe and euohre and made $15.77. They bought

the pattern for pyjamas from the Red Cross for 35 cents and the flannelette waS

$17.20. They paid two delegates' expenses to the Convention [$2.50J. They bought

$10.80 worth of wool. In the first year they handled $96.34. They were busy women.
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In 1940 they helped the Lake Marie Association at the Street Dance by a booth

proceeds of $28.06 and Lake Marie gave them $300 which they used to fill boxes for

the local boys overSeaS. They bought the boxes and sent some away each month.

They held dances for British War Victim Funds, made quilts and sent cheques too.

They filled 'Ditty bags' for Navy boys. They had a banquet every year to celebrate

their Birthday, mostly in the United Church basement. They had good speakers ­

Rev. Frost, Kate Aitkins. When the war ended they had a banquet for the boys who

were able to come home.

Do you think recycling is NEW? In 1944 the Institute discussed a collection

and sale of waste paper.

They turned their eyes to local things. started a skating rink for children

next to Hogan's Inn and the Town trustee bought the hose to flood it; Mr. Langdon

was asked to supervise it.

We used to give bank books with $1.00 to new babies. This ended by giving the

new mothers $1.00 with the suggestion they start a bank account. We manned a well­

Baby Clinic till the Health Department stopped it. Used to send the children to

the dentist and paid part of same. The children didn't mind going because they

were taken from school by taxi and returned the same way. It was a real adventure

to be in a taxi. Sent members to meetings to 'incorporate' the village. Sent

volunteers to help with Polio shots, TB clinics, oral Polio vaccine. Bought eye

glasses for a pupil in Doris Patton's class. Helped with first Lion's dinner in

the Masonic Hall and kept doing it. Sent $50 to the Hurricane Hazel Relief fund

for rubber boots. Helped Lion's wi th bus transport to Thornhi i I for swimming

lessons and supervised same. Helped get the Firemen going with money. Had booths

at local sales - do you remember Borden's Sale?

The Library was started by Women's Institute members, each buying a book,

reading it and exohanging them. The seed grew and many members were librarians for

years. We supplied the Book of the Month, gave books in memory of members who

passed awaye Bought two tables and six chairs for the new building, which was the

second home of the library; and placed a bronze plaque on table. Gave them money

from our 'Special' account but not our $1,000 bond. Gave prizes for posters for

Book Week to our sohool children. Then it became a Publio Library in 1959. We
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lava t.o 'toot' OUr" horn aboul this. Nobody really <;lives our members credit for .11

they did in la7in9 the ground work; it was the dete~n.tion of our ~mbers like

Hi •• Harjoria Jarvis. Hrs.Ann Grew, Hrs.James Rock. Hrs. Harold Ratclift_ and Hi ••

Doria Patton.

We also bouoht a set of swings for the Park for the children and pared for

repairs on them.

In 1956 Harj Peters started. Cook Book. It was fini.hed in 1958 and sold at

S1.00. We had them printed at $425.70 and had c:opi •• made. In 1959.

Five Cent st.~p wa. issued to honour F.W.I.C. We put. float in the King Village

Santa Claus Parade, did Radio programmes tor CJRH in Richmond Hill at 11:50 •. m.

in 1959, 1960 and 1961.

we held euchres in Cadden's Garaoe. Started. 4H Homemakin9 Club in 1963 with

Rena Gordon and Isabelle McKendry as leaders. Did the booth for Kin9 Crecreation

Association at the Hi9h School and all 90t sunburnt noses! Put. pro9ramme on at

the Ontario Mental Hospital at Aurors and how the boys enjoyed the nursery rhy~

skits. These are a few of the thin9s we did locally.

We supported Widow's Self H.lp in Greeca; Litterbuq Campaiqn; Unitarian

service Committee layette. for Arab babies; .weaters for Korean children; Korean

Flood Relief; Canadian Save the Children Fund, for which Miss Patton was still

knittinq sweaters when she died; the Tely Milk Ship, Powdered milk for children in

Europe; helped. sponsor a Refuqee family and had a shower for aame when they arrivad

at Teston farm; UNESCO 9i ft coupons for Ja... ica. Supported with money, the buyinq

of Adelaide Hoodless' H~e, where our Institute all started.

RESOLUTIONS - some of them were - Laura Rolling's desire for a distinctive

Canadian Flag; old age Pensions; Names be put on sides of school bus.s. Railway

level crossin9s - Toronto and York Roads and Oepartment of Transport.tion 195!L

opposed the closinq of CNR Station in 1957; opposed trading stamps in stores in

1959. The hi9h cost of faMily drugs; wanted government to finance the education

of our retarded. Drafted and redrafted our Resolution on election of our High

School Board, not appointments. went to York County Council on this one as wall

as the Toronto Board of Education.

In 1962 we started a bursary at the High School in King City.
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w. had ••veral good oulings too - toured Sterling Drugs, watson's Potato Chip

Factory; went twice to see Front Page Chilllle"ge; went to see and he.r Eleanor

Roo••velt, who was the Onitad "ation's repre••ntalive, Mra. Ratcliff took her

opera glasses and we sa" Eleanor (sleeping, tir~ out by proceedings, but woke up

in time) to give ~ ill good mesaage.

Took It lot of ahort courses sponsored by government - ~.mpshades; Focus On

Finishes; Sew to save dollars and mllke sen•• ; Eat to Live; 143 pounds of meat;

$1.00 worth of meat; Rugmaking: Catering to ill crowd; Crewel work and Millinery.

aad Fashion Sho... ; Hat boxes and S•• Daly; Patti-LUI! and warwick Rous •.

iN 1957 Rhoda Jarvis did the knife painting of Sarker Hous" and put it in •

c~petition. It won the FWIC'S S.nator Cairine Wilson's ~rophy, a Rose Bowl Cup.

We held a tea in her honour at Xinqcraft House and as Senator Cairine Wilaon was

Mra. Charles Burn'a Mother, aaked her to COM'. She was unabl. to attend. Rhoda

gave the painting to the W.l. We asked to have it hunq in the libnry for

sateke.ping. It got lost somewhere between the library 'over the tracks' and the

n.w one.

We entered the F.W. I.C. competition with 8 phot09upha and conmenhry by Bt"uce

Hall. W. qot 2nd prhe because Vellll4 Heal'shon.s did not look up (th. judge .aid

if s~one had known enough to whiatle to attract the hot"ses to t"aise theit" h.sds

wa would have von lat pt"i,ej. w. entet"ed th. C.H.E. c~.tition - Five way. to

Improve the Ezhibition and von 1st Pt"ize ($100). Costumes dona by Mat"j Jarvis von

575; and one on places in Canada, Elsie Shropahire. 1 did a driving qui: and won

2nd prhe.

These at"e just some of the things we've done ovet" the ye't"I. I concentrated

on the early y•• rs. but we ara still doing things for our COlNllunity and atill

learning through the Ministry ot Agriculture and Food.

we are still a valuable Institute and hope you have all enjoyed yout"

a.sociation with us. My.ost sincet"e wish is that you enjoy our 50th Anniv.rsary.



s.

Mrs. Ross Walk.r
Mrs. colin St....rt
Mrs. Dan R... linQs
Mrs. Ed Ityl.

Mrs. Rhoda Jarvi.
Mrs. Helen Rumbl.
Mrs. Mllrj Pet.r
Mrs. Helen Wyer

Mrs. Doc Gordon
Miss Eli ••bath Mcclure
Miss p.tton

(Sec. Mr •. Colin Stew.rt
(Trea•. B.tty Billings
Mrs. Dori" Willoughby

from the start ..ere:

Wa .ra not as active in the Community work now becausa wa hava so ~ny mora

organi ••tions in the village. Our 4H Club folded, but w. do try to help the

Tempersnceville Club. You'll hear more of that later.





KING CITY WOMEN'S INSTITUTE
hosts to YORK CENTRE DISTRICT ANNUAL

by Helen Rumble

Hi'ih1i'iht of a ~ecent Kin'i Women's Institute Annual was havin'i the York

County Dairy Princess present. She is one of ou~ 4-8 8omemakin'i 'iirl. in the

Temperanceville Club that her mother leads.

Maril~n Be~non (Janet's mother] has led 4-H Clubs for many years and we a~e

pleased to have her here today too.

Grandmother Be~non. 'Elsie to us' is perhaps our oldest active member,

havin'i joined the Women's Institute in Tempe~aneeville. When they disbanned she

came to join us and has been a pillar in our branch,

It i. so nice to have three 'ienerationa here.

Baek to our 'Princess'

Janet ha. completed 29 Club", and i. pre"ently wo~kinll on <4 more. She

received the Harllaret Armstronll Award last year and is presently attending the

Univer"ity of Guelph. She is workinll towards her Bachelor of Scienoe in Human

Kineties; 1 year over and three more to 'i0'

In 1989 she was chosen the Guernsey Queen,

We like to claim a little bit of credit fo~ this multi-talented 'ii~l.

It Ilives me qreat pleasure to present to you Janet Beynon.

King WI
Altho KillJ Women's Inilli'lI\e aft-

"""I meet;1IJ l!lroI "'tiom 01 tho
Beynon famity • E1 Marilyn and
Janet . wen: I>ono\Ired for thoir WOfk
wilh 4·H. This trio of women repre­
",nt. ycarsofro-opel1llioo bct"ttn ,tit
WI and 4-11 Clubs.



TREE PLANTING AT SENIOR'S CENTRE, KING CITY
Octobar 10, 1991

by Helen Rumbla, 1991

The Kino Women's Instituta members were asked to plant a trae as part of our

Environment ptOOramme. We thank the Senior's Centre for perndasion to do so. we

chose a lilac because there doean't saem to be a disease to destroy theM. Mrs.

Beynon, one of our older ~mbers, said she had some to be transplanted.

The niOht before, Hans lIeilsen, Austin and I went to Hrs. Beynon's with

shovels and oot the tree. We ca.. to the Senior's buildino. dUll the hole (all

sorts of stone and wire in the oround). We took sOllle oood 'Rumble' soil and

Shirley Crossley brought soma 900d 'cow's ~nure', well totted, to ~i~ with it.

We decided we would be SDart and just plant the tree and tomorrow at 11 o'clock

when our ~ers COMe we would just pretend durin9 pictura sassi on. Morman Wade,

Spence Urqhuart, Gord Fawcett, members of the centre were there to help us.

Octobar 10. 1991 - Trees ara amOnll our most useful and dependable of friends.

They beautify the countryside and intt"oduee a .."I come shade. Thay temper our

climate. eurtail the wastaoe of our "oil and conserve the dwindlinO moisture of our

1and. NOw we ara recogni:inO that our forests are our last Oraat source of raw

materials and we are destroying our planet. we need to preaerve snd plant mOre.

He who plants a tree, planta hope, plents joy and peace, and plants love.

Heaven and aarth reward U3. Hare we chose the lilac poem.

I love the ai~ple thinos of life,
a garden in the Sprino.

A lilac bush so fragrant, tall,
where youno birds wake to sing.

There's "9ic in the Sprino ti...
There's ~gic in asch flower.
There's magic in everything that grows.
The __Oic, God· ... .(.0 ...... a.n.d. C"'ea.C;"v ... po..._.

Elsie Beynon read - R.D. Little'a poem

~.~



OLD REMINDERS OF 'THE WAY IT WAS'

Keele Street looking north tow. rd.

King City.

Taken from Au.tin Rumble'. 'f.n11 lI.te'.

This little buildinll [still in

Mrs. (Silk) Scott's yard, South

Keele Street] wa. once .n

old barber "hop. It becam.

our FIRST LIBRARY.

HILTZ'S HOUSE [one of th. oldest

houses in Kino City] before b.inO

bulldoled down in K.y, 1990.

Photo oiven by Huriel W.llace who

saw them te.rino it down .nd

.sked the workers to .top until

she got her c.....r. to t.ke a

picture. They oblilled.



KING CITY PUBLIC SCHOOL
(north Kee1e Street)

&t.eIl. Ro""
Lf.otif. Kf.JV<.. H(V<..\.iI lolcJk,.(.de. 80b R4dd...t.t.. Dou.g lUor..L.4(.ll.!I. A4....R.d Ba.!lt.u..
~ Ma.b..t.e. W~co (..touz.c:.h"-"'<.). Iold.bt..t RlUlIb.tf.. Uttiall, Lt..t..et... E.t.kt..t
Ag<lJl.. Au.d-\.t..!1 Gambll-U.t, Ht..tt.n. Campb....t.t.

/44dd.tf. Row
Su.t Sa.hJw.y, IU~ DCI.W, C~i!. Ga..c~, V.<.ot4. Au..dt.tan.d, Ma.Jl.g 1Ua.th.f....'l" ........e.'uu.

C~OIl" M~ttii!. f(amb~iI, B~ f(~Z.

"",oM
~,,~t.ill, IlWllb.tIl., Cta..o.h.ll. A.o.dt..<.baLd, Sbln. /(ILNl., wa..t.t....... Ja.c.Jt..l,on., lU..t.t tU.Uz,

Hf....'l,b IUIl.t.t4Uy, Go-ulon. P4..t.tOn., ~la..t t<!... tta.JIIbttl, 1U.i.4 &z.ilt.u..I..


	KC Churches 1 of 2
	KC Churches 2 of 2
	King City - Farms
	Historical Landmarks 1 of 6
	Historical Landmarks 2 of 6
	Historical Landmarks 3 of 6
	Historical Landmarks 4 of 6
	Historical Landmarks 5 of 6
	Historical Landmarks 6 of 6
	King City Schools
	King city Library
	Women Institute Memorabilia 1
	Women Institute Memorabilia 2
	Women Institute Memorabilia 3

