THE WAR SRECORD AND THE CENQTAPH

I% _FLANDERS® FIELDS AMERICA'S ANSWER
[m Flangers® Mields the poppies blow Hest ye in peace, ye Flanders® dead.
Botween Lhe CrosSses, roW On fomW, The fight thal ye st bravely led
That mark our place, and in the sky We've laken up. And we will keep
The ‘1atks still bravely singing tly, True faitn with you whe 1je asleep
Scarce nedrd amidst the guns below, Wilh each a cress fo mazrk his bed.
We are the gead. Short days ago And poppies blowing overhead,
We Yived, felt dawn, Saw sunset glow. Nhere once his own 1ifeblood ran red.
Loved and were loved, and now we 1ie So let your rest be sweet and deep

In Flangers® flelds, In Flandees® f|alds.
Take up pur quarrel with (he foe,
Te you from falling nands we throw
The ‘torgh - b2 yours Lo hold |t highs
It ye beeak faith with us who die,
We shall not slesp though peppies grow
In Flangers® fielos.,

Fear not that ye have died for naught.
The Torch ye ntes (o us |5 caught.
Ten millien hands will nold it high.
And Freedum*s Light shall never die,
We've learmed the lesson that yve laught
In Flanders* fields,

Qut Women's [mstitute had only been orgdnized (n the interesrs of “Home and Country®™
& Jirtle over twp years, when the greal World War of 1914-1916 broke sround LS on
August Ath, 1914, Rany of our young men Sigeed up and after a brief training were
sent owerseas. For such an inexperienced group il did natl lake long to see where
fhe greater néed for service lay and under the gapable leadership of Mes. Ira Shaw,
who Was thenm Presjdent, a home front Was St up Lo work if connection with the Red
fross. The members of the Masonic Lodge gladly offered their antercum af their
Lodge as a permanen! Sewing centre. Sewing machines and 1ables were broughl on and
for the guration of (he War women worked every wesk 10 prepare material, pack bales
of pillows, pillow eases. lowels, bandages, pyjamas. bed jackels. nighl shirts,
hospital supplies and socks by the dozens of pairs, Oiity Bags hy Lhe dozens were
fi1led for the navy - the foll Call a! our meelings were wsually a donation for
Ditty bags, Comforts weére Sent the locs) Boys &t clese intervals and all through
the dreadful years of war the Women's |nstituts members not (ound Warling wheverer
setvice called,

November 111h, 1918 brought peace - the peace for which all nad worked and prayed
and hoped it would éndure, Many of our gallant boys paid the supreme sagrifice and
to their glorious memary @ war memorial was erécted ip 15919 on the Agricultural Fair
Grounds just opposite the emtrance over the bridge. Some of Lhe men who worked
tirelessly for (b's erection were Mr. €. Marchant, Or. A.F, Kay ant Sir Widliam
Rulock who unveiled it at the dedication ceremony, The W.1, planted flowers and
cared for the plot as long as it was there,

MNow @ time of readjustment was witn us for- “Peace natn her victores,

No less renpwned {nan war ™
It was & testing time and the W,l, =ust oot be ftound wanting, Every seatigr Had an
ppportunity to participate in the great woek of building the Kind of fomes and
counlry worthy of tne Sagrifices that had been made in the cause of freedom.

I Septesber 1939 we were again huried into the Second World War and again the
Institutes s&tl to work to mesl the emgrgenc; - but this time women seemed to have 3
néw Sense aof the calamity of war and a Feeling Far the tirotherhond of =an everywheére
in spite of war making, By this Lime we Had acquired CIub Kovsms of our own above
the [mperial Bank, Tnese were (emediately put at the disposal of the fed Cross wilh
Which we were dgain affiliated; and the Same procedure of Serving amd knitiing and
bale packingsof 5aving and sacrificing was entered into without a murmur, This Time
quantities of money were needed to send jas and foodstuffs to Britain, who Was very
hard pressed - comfarts of all kinds as well as thousands of gigarelles were Sent

to local boys who had again answered the call. Money Was raised By salvage drives,
catering, collecting any papers; War Savings Stamps were used as prjzes for euchres,
There was nothyng too ssall to be overlooked and nolhing loo large to be sltemplied,
The women gave to the utsost of their fime, money and ability to complete the
Women*s [nstitute pattess for Victory, Ne gave to thne Central War Charities Fund;
1o the Sugar and jam fund; lowdrd buying two Mabile Canteens and two Mobile Fried
Kitehens for 8ritatn; to the British Childrens' wWar Service Fund and many, many
otners worthy and necessary causes, Figures at their best can never tell the Story
n! the tireless effort in kritling, stwing, canning. raising money and packing
parcels,
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In“I961 tne Dep't of Highways found 1t necessary
for safetly reasons,to alter and widen the corner st
27 Highway,whicii necessitatcd toe re-location of the
Cenotaph. After conslderszble discussion it wag moved
to a site on the Arena grounds in the summer of 10962,
where it ies being cared for by the village. The members
of the Horticultursl Society nad cared for it for twent
six years. and feel they have kept faith with those wveterfne who en
trusted them witn the task, snd bhave since psssed to their reward,



